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Todd Roberts 
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Information Update 

The First Day of School 

Todd Roberts, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 
robertst@aaps.k12.mi.us 

The first day of school is on Tuesday, so if you want to get out and visit a school or two 
and soak up the first day excitement, I'm sure folks would love to see you. 

HtNt Preparation 

On Wednesday's agenda we will be giving a presentation on the district's HINI 
preparation. I have enclosed in the Blue Book a copy of a letter from the district and 
from the Washtenaw County Health Department that we are sending home to parents 
next week. At Wednesday's meeting we will also do a presentation with information for 
parents that we have made available in a presentation on our district website. We have 
been working diligently to try and be prepared for what the CDC and Health 
Department believe will be a very challenging flu season. We expect that it is likely we 
will begin to experience flu cases within the first month of the school year. 

If you have any questions let me know. 

Superintendent Goals 

I will present the goals we discussed during our retreat earlier this week with the 
suggested modifications. 

Pioneer Contractor Recommendations 

On the agenda for approval is the bid awards for the renovations scheduled for Pioneer. 
This is our only action item. 

This should be a short meeting. 
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS /l,ttthdey 
~~~----'-~~ 
BOARD OF EDUCATION ~l~ 

AUGUST 19, 2009 - DISTRICT LIBRARY 

DRAFT 
MINUTES 

TENTATIVE EXECUTIVE SESSION, 5:30 PM - For the purpose of Negotiations and Attorney/Client 
Privilege 
President Mexicotte called the meeting to order at 5:38 pm. 
Present - Trustees Mexicotte, Baskett, Gates-Bryant, Patalan, Nelson 
Trustee Gates-Bryant. supported by Vice President Patalan. moved to go recess to Executive Session 
immediately for the purpose of negotiations and attorney/client privilege. On roll call vote. the motion carried 5-
O. Trustees Hollier and Friedman absent. 

Recessed to Executive Session at 5:39pm 

RESUME REGULAR MEETING, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER 
7:11pm 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Trustee Hollier led the pledge 

ROLL CALL 
Present - Trustees Baskett, Gates-Bryant, Hollier, Mexicotte (President), Nelson (Secretary), Patalan 
(Vice President) 
Absent - Trustee Friedman (Treasurer) 
Present from Administration - Allen, Comsa, Trent, Osinski (Recorder) 

INTRODUCTION OF NON-VOTING MEMBER AT THE TABLE 
President Mexicotte introduced Dr. Todd Roberts, Superintendent of Schools. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Approved by consent. 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 
None. 

REPORTS 
Associations - Youth Senate, BPSSG, AAPAC, PTOC, AAAA, AAEA 
No reports. 

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Performance - no meetings have been scheduled. Meeting schedule will be posted on the website. 

Planning - Trustee Gates-Bryant reported that the committee met 8/18. They received bid 
recommendation for the Pioneer High School construction. Also received info on energy savings 
project. Reviewed meeting schedule. Meetings will continue on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm. 

INFORMATION 
Facilities Update 
Mr. Trent provided an update on the CSIP projects. 97% of the bond budget has been authorized. 
Because bids came in 20%-25% lower than expected, many of the schools' wish list items were 
added. Renovations at Pioneer High School are underway. 

Page 1 of2 
All Ann Arbor Public Schools' Students Will Graduate Ready 



ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of August 19, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

FIRST BRIEFING 
B04-222 - Pioneer Contractor Recommendations 
Mr. Trent reviewed the work that will be done at Pioneer and presented the bid award 
recommendations. This is the second to the last bid to be presented. The total contract is 
significantly below budget, even including alternates. 

ACTION - CONSENT AGENDA - scheduled for approval at this meeting 
Approval of Financial Institutions 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Nelson. moved to approve the Financial Institutions for 
deposit or investment of district funds for FY 2009/10 as presented. On roll call vote. the motion 
carried 6-0. Trustee Friedman absent. 

Draft Minutes of the 7/8/09 Organizational Meeting 
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Nelson. moved to approve the minutes of the 7/8/09 
Organizational Meeting as presented. On roll call vote. the motion carried. 6-0. Trustee Friedman 
absent. 

Draft Minutes of the 6/10/09 Executive Session 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Nelson. moved to approve the minutes of the 611 0109 
Executive Session as presented. On roll call vote. the motion carried. 6-0. Trustee Friedman absent. 

Gift Offers 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Nelson. moved to accept the gift offers as presented. 
On roll call vote. the motion carried, 6-0. Trustee Friedman absent. 

ACTION - BOARD ITEMS 
! II 

Nelson offered comments in support of Gregory Peoples for MASB Board of Dreictors. 
Trustee Nelson. supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant. moved to vote in support of Gregory Peoples for 
a 3-year term on the Region 7 MASB Board of Directors. Further. the Executive Secretary to the 
Board of Education is directed to complete and submit the electronic ballot. On roll call vote. the 
motion carried 6-0. Trustee Friedman absent. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 
Dr. Roberts gave his report. 

ITEMS FOR AGENDA PLANNING 
Opening Day @ Pioneer on September 1, and Board Retreat September 2. 

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD 

ADJOURNMENT 
7:42 pm 

All Ann Arbor PubUc Schools' Students Will Graduate Ready 
Page 2 of2 



2



ATHLETIC TURF 
MSTMA event in Ann Arbor loaded with information 

Aug 13,2009 
Athletic Turf News ATHLETIC TURF 

ANN ARBOR, MI -It used to be that summer field days for sports turf managers focused almost 
exclusively on turfgrass and baseball infields. Not anymore. With the explosion in the installation of 
synthetic turf sports fields, today's sports field managers have to know how to take care of turfgrass 
and synthetic surfaces. His or her job, after all, is to provide the safest and most playable sports 
surfaces, regardless. 

Ninety-eight participants showed up for the recent Field Day put together by Dana Davis and his 
Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association team and sponsored by Pioneer Athletics, headquartered 
in Cleveland, OH. The Field Day took place on a cloudy but pleasant July 22 at modern Skyline 
High School here. 

The newly built Skyline High School opened just this past school year, in August 2008, to alleviate 
crowding at two other public high schools in Ann Arbor, Huron and Pioneer High Schools. Everything 
there is new, including the stadium and synthetic sports field where the participants met. 

Presenters at the Field Day included: 

• Herb Combs, Penn State University, who provided information about maintaining natural and 
synthetic turf 

• Chris Flore, Pioneer Athletics, who gave attendees some field-level instruction on field marking 

• Brad Morgan, Morgan Composting, who offered valuable information on composting-based fertility 
programs and organic materials 

• Charlie Coffin of the Detroit Lions who explained some of the techniques used by the pros in 
painting natural and synthetic turf, including the use of stencils 

• Ron Calhoun, Michigan State University, who gave the attendees practical information on weed 
control 

Take advantage of field days in your state or region. They always offer excellent information and give 
you an opportunity to get to know, network with and share information with other professionals facing 
the same challenges as you do. 

Enjoy the following images, courtesy of the Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association. 





\ 

Brad Morgan offered valuable information about organic 
products 



Schools receive 
$16,QQO grant·· 

The Ann Arbor Branch of 
Farm & Garden recently pre7 
senteda check for $16,000 to 

* ilieAnn:Arborschool district 
fot: the Agrarian Adventure at 
Tappan Middle School. 

The grant is from iliepr(J~ 
ceeds of the 19th At"lnilal Ann 
Arbor Garden Walk, which 
was June 12. . 

~ From staff reports 



THIS WEEK IN LOCAL EDUCATION: Ann A:rbior 
school ,board holds pai:r of imeetings 
Posted: 6:10 p.m. August 17, :2009 o Co:mroont. Comment Now 

The Ann Arbo;r school board starts back to its norma,1 wo:rklioad thiis week with a p.a~r 
()if meetings. 

The 'ooa.f(fs planning committee wi~ meet at 4 p.m. Tuesday in the drstrid's 
ad m in rstrative offioe's. 

On the agenda is a rev[ew ofbtds for work at Ptoneer High School and an energy 
savfngs p'rogram. 

The fuill board wKtf gather at 5:30 p.m., Wednesday In closed session at the 
downtown Ann Arbor District Ubrary to di;scuss. among other things, negottatfons 
with the teacher's union. 

At 7 p.m" they~E1 deaf wfith a pretty fiIght agenda in a sassron open to the public. 
Among the items on the agenda is the same Proneer High ,SchOOf work: betng 
drSGussed the n[ght before and an update on the drstrfc!'s bond constructton work. 

&, Share tills post ,... Tags: Ann Ar.OOf scr-fi:IDll:Joard, Ann Aroor scllools, This week in local OOl.l>c::atiofl 



Ann Arbor schools construction wo.r:k 
tob,e done in time for opening day 
Posted: 8:06 p,m, August 2009 :2 ComfnBints . Comment Now 

Construction work at Arm ArbOir schools should be wrapped up by the time students 
come back to schoo'l in eartySeptember, distrrct offic!afs told the school board 
Wednesday night. 

Work at Bums Park, Carpenter, Eberwhite, Bach, Kfng, Logan and Northside 
elementary schools wi~ be wrapped up in time for teache,l"s to get back In classrooms 
next week, Randy Trent, the district's executfve diirector of physrca'~ properties, said. 

The work all those schoo'fs included items such as new floorIng, heatfng systems 
work, new cabinets and rsnovatlo·ns to bbbles. 

In addftlon, the district did Ame,rrcans wfth Disabmty Act work on 22 schoe:f.s this 
summa,!,". TrUit largaf,y daa'it with Impro!\ltng access to schools and concrete wOirk, 
Trent said. Sfxteen of those p,roje.cts are comp:[ete, with the others schedUled to be 
done by the start of schodSept. 8. 

Work is aIro wrapping u~" at Huron HtghSchoot, Trent sardo 

The pro>jBC'ts are being funded by abo·nd passed by voters 111 2004 that renovated aU 
the drstrlcts schoefs andbu~lt Skyl'ine High School'. 

The board has awarded 97.7 percent of ail the work to be done in the project, Trent 
said. 

Stklil awatting bids to be awarded are pmjects at Pioneer High Schooi, the purchase 
of some buses and about $1.5 mmfDn teft for an early chuldhood classroom addftion If 
the dtstrid decides!t needs the space. 



Ann Arb!or school district ta'king 
O;p;tion Magnet .program a,pplications 
Pasted: 4:19 p,m. ALlgust 19, 2009 o Comment. Comment Now 

The Ann Atbo'!" schoot dlStrlct1s Option Magnet program is aooeptrng appUcat~ns for 
the 2009-10 schoof year from now tmtuf Sept. 11. 

App;~ications wilil be available at Community HighSchool and onlline on the CHS Web 
sit·s. 

AppUcatj,nns can be sent by malf to CommunIty at 401 N. DfvfsLon, Ann Arb,e)r, MI 

48104 or dropped off the schoor:, faxed to 734-994-0042 or e-mailed to, 

laq uette@aaps.k12.mf.u5. 

The program a~lows students to use a variety of ctasses, fnctudfng one-orl-ene 
fnstruciton, onHne, smai~t gmup seminars or a combination. 

The program f,s avar:fabJg to Ann Arbor, Chefsea, Dexter, lincotn, Manchester, MHan, 
Sanne, YpsiXanti, Wttlow Run and Whitmore Lake students . 

.&. Share fuls post '" Tags: Ann Aroor sohools, Community High School, optial1i8 Magnet 



Fo·rmer bus driver, Ann rbor Public 
Schools sued in sex ass,ault case 

2-0\ 2-0.0-9 7 Comments. Gomrncnt t··J·nVl 

Ann Arbor Public Schools failed to properly monitor a bus driver, \vhichallowed r"llrt1 
to groom a student for three years and sexually assa IJ It her, according to a lalNsuit 

filed today. 

The girl .and her moUlsr are suing the former award-vJlrming driiler, 41-year-old 

Olumfde Osuntuyl ofYspfiant[ Tovmship, and the school system, seeking an 

unspecified ,amount of money. 

The suit was fried in Washtenaw County court, wheres judge g,ealed the plantiff's 

nam,es. 

Liz Margoli.s , Arm Arbor Public Schnols spokesiNoman, could not immediately be 

reached for comment tonight. 

OSlJlTtuyi isat Washtenaw County Jail, officials said, ser\tinga one-year s'entence 

after pleading gUilty tooocond-de,grfJ9 criminal sexual conduct and fourth-degree 

criminal sexu.al conciL.lct. 

AuthorfUes s.aid he had sexual enCOL.mters with th,e 14-year-old during a t\vo~\veek 

period in Osce mher 2007, 

The city's schoo! board gave him a Commitment to Excellence award that year; 

honoring rl1m for his abiHty to build retationships with stud'ents. 

The school system sncouraged drfvers tn "develop personal relationships" VJiUll 

students on Its buses, the suit states. 



The vrdim began .Il'[ding his bus in the s~xth-grade. 

OSlLmtuyf. groomed fema:le students, the sult a~teges, givfng them candy and b~rthday 
CS.MS and ca~t~ng them on the te~phone. 

When the victrm was a freshman at Huron HighSchool:, she confided in him about 
fa m ~Iy problems, but he cha.nged the subject to sex, a.ooo'rd Eng to the su ft. 

He' kep,l he,tr on the bus fate in the morning and afternoon, waJtin;Q unUI they were 
alone to kfss hEn" and ask her to tOiuch him tna.ppiro~)irtateiYI the su~1 alleges. 

Uftimatefiy, he had sexua~ contact with he'll' wfthout he'll' consent, the su~t states. 

Another fema!le student had compJIa.f:ned that Osuntuyi sexualfy harassed he,ll', and 
the schooj system responded by taking heir off h~s route, the su!:! aHeges. 

At o,ne pOEnt, the school system rel}rimanded him fO'I" h,andRng o!ut candy to students 
on the bus. 

The v~cthm has suffe:red pank: attacks, nightmares, ross of self-esteem, distrust of 
men I d istr:lJst of peop{te, in authority a.nd had otne!l' pJoblems as a resu~t, the su it 
aneges. 

Her mother afro has suffered, the Sll it states, fincDud ling n [9 htms,fes, w6fght [0'88 s nd 
worry about neil' daughterjs future. 
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Stop the presses forever 
Daily newspaper's death leaves Ann Arbor at a loss 
Sunday, August 23,2009 3:36 AM 

BY JOE HALLETT 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH 

ANN ARBOR, Michigan -- As she prepared informational packets 
for school board members 10 days ago, secretary Amy Osinski 
yelled a question to her boss that probably wouldn't be asked in a 
city with a daily newspaper. 

"Hey Liz, what should we do about clipping articles now?" 

Liz Margolis, director of communications for the 16,500-student 
Ann Arbor school district, was preoccupied with other effects from 
the local paper ceasing daily publication three weeks earlier. Two 
of her three teenage sons were competing in the city's annual 
junior golf tournament, and she could find nary a story or photo 
anywhere. 

"The Ann Arbor News covered the heck out of it," Margolis said, 
lamenting the loss of a companion for her boys. 

"Even though they're online all day, not having that sports page at 
night is a tragedy. My middle son took the sports pages to bed 
every night and studied the box scores." 

Across this city of 114,000, residents are coming to grips with the 
loss of their venerable daily newspaper, replaced by a Web 
version. Declining ad revenue and a prolonged recession are 
ravaging the newspaper industry, last year killing such iconic 
mastheads as Denver's 149-year-old Rocky Mountain News and 
the 146-year-old Seattle Post-Intelligencer. 

But Ann Arbor -- with its powerhouse university, world-class 
medical center, well-educated populace and an economy the envy 
of a down-and -out state - seems an unlikely destination for the 
ink-stained Grim Reaper. 

PAUL SANCY A I ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Don McDevitt reads the final 

edition of The Ann Arbor News 

on July 23. 
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67, said as he checked the stock market on his laptop at Espresso 
Royale Caffe on Ann Arbor's vibrant Main Street. 

liTo me, it's a big loss because I don't like reading news on the 
Web. I like the feel of a newspaper in my hands, having the 
stories and ads all in one package. 1I 

Maurer and others in A2, as it is known, already are starving for 
news about the city's schools, government, cultural life and 
biggest employer, the University of Michigan. 

Nate Hurley, 35, a financial analyst for Ford, has The Wall Street 
Journal delivered daily to his home, but wonders what's 
happening around town since the News stopped daily delivery. 

lilt's been hard to come home and not have it there,ll Hurley said. 
"After being at work all day and looking at a computer screen, it 
was nice to relax and read it on the couch. It was good for 
knowing what was going on in the city and the state. 1I 

LEISA THOMPSON I ANN ARBOR 

NEWS/AP 

Ann Arbor News employees 

console each other on the 

newspaper's last day. 

lansing * 

INDIANA 
OHIO 

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH 

For public entities accustomed to newspaper coverage, the loss of the News is forcing an unwanted 
role reversal -- now they make the news and deliver it. 

"Our office is literally having to be the content creator," said Bruce Madej, director of media relations 
for UM athletics. IIWe used to be the enablers. 1I 

Madej has a more disconcerting concern: "I don't know who the watchdogs are anymore." 

The Ann Arbor News was born in 1835, two years before Michigan became a state. It died July 23 
when its out-of-town owner, Advance Publications, killed it in favor of AnnArbor.com, an online 
offshoot of the newspaper. The company kept Thursday and Sunday print editions, also called 
AnnArbor.com to help brand the Web site and keep the newspaper's most profitable ad days. 

IIThirty years into the business, that's not what I thought would happen," said longtime 
newspaperman Tony Dearing, now the Web site's "content director." 

But as editor of The Flint Journal, also published by Advance, Dearing said he saw what newspaper 
executives across the country have faced: "declining revenues, declining staff and declining news 
hole. We were in a downward cycle, and I didn't see any way out of it." 

The Newhouse family, owner of Advance, a group of about 20 newspapers including Cleveland's 
Plain Dealer, is using Ann Arbor as a media laboratory to answer a question reverberating through 
the publishing industry: Can the country get along without printed newspapers in the digital age? 

"It's the great national experiment," said UM Athletic Director William C. Martin. 

"Where better to try it than Ann Arbor, where even old ladies go on line," said 70-year-old 
Washtenaw County Commissioner Leah Gunn, an Ann Arbor resident for more than 40 years. 

Despite newspapers' battered bottom lines, it's far too soon to write the industry's obituary, said 
Kenneth A. Paulson, former editor of USA Todayand chief executive officer of the Newseum, a 
Washington-based museum dedicated to the First Amendment. 



--Irs su easy lU c;urlluse ule rec;eSSIUII Willi WlldlS IljdllY !:lUII'!:l UII UUL L1lljllj, ;:'ClIU I ClU ';:'UII , IIU""~ 

that last year only 14 of the nation's 1 ,422 daily newspapers went out of business. "Until we bounce 
back economically as a nation, you can't get a realistic sense of where the newspaper industry is." 

Paulson said that newspapers "still are significantly profitable and viable for the long run," adding 
that the value they bring to communities "cannot be replaced by any number of tweets or Facebook 
postings." 

Ann Arbor is the first substantial city in which the only daily newspaper has given way to a Web 
version. AnnArbor.com is one of three Web sites -- along with the Ann Arbor Chronicle and the Ann 
Arbor Journal -- trying to fill the void left by the News. 

In one sense, Dearing said, Ann Arbor is a digital throwback to the halcyon days of "when you had 
maybe three newspapers competing in a way that communities were better covered. With online, 
it's a more competitive environment and there are more sources of news and, in a way, it's better 
for the community." 

With 35 full- and part-time newsroom employees, AnnArbor.com has about half as many as did the 
News, but still enough to do the job, Dearing said. 

"What I hear from the community is what they really want to preserve is the watchdog journalism 
. and a credible news source," he said, confident that AnnArbor.com is succeeding. 

Around town, though, people are withholding judgment and many have not automatically defaulted 
to AnnArbor.com. Joan Lowenstein, an attorney who formerly taught communication law at UM, 
said many in Ann Arbor can't overcome the newspaper habit and resent that Advance didn't give 
them a chance to help save the News by paying more for it. 

"There's a whole segment of the population that just isn't going to look at an online newspaper 
everyday and most of them probably are over 50," Lowenstein said. "It's not second nature to think 
of that as a source of news." 

A member of Ann Arbor's City Council from 2000-08, Lowenstein referred to an income-tax 
increase the council was contemplating for the November ballot and said, "I don't know how they 
would ever be able to convince people it's needed without newspaper coverage." 

County Commissioner Gunn was no fan of the News, but doubts that residents are better informed 
by AnnArbor.com: "It's the comments, the blogging that goes on after the (online) stories. It's out of 
control. Many of those blogs have misinformation in them. They distort the public debate." 

With the daily newspaper gone, Margolis said Ann Arbor schools are expanding outreach to parents 
and students and will hire a "district editor" to oversee new in-house publications. 

But Margolis said the district suffers by not having the inherent credibility of a newspaper vetting 
school news before publishing it, conceding a greater potential for the schools' own newsletters to 
be perceived as propaganda. 

"What we don't have is that journalism window of a third party so it's just not us telling the story." 

As he watched the Wolverines practice football, Athletic Director Martin said he was from the old 
school: "I haven't personally made the changeover to go online for news." 

Martin made a fortune in real estate and started the Bank of Ann Arbor before joining UM. As one of 
the bank's directors, Martin said it advertised regularly in the newspaper and now is uncertain how 
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"We don't know," he said. "We may try lots of things. The void is trying to be filled by two or three 
online publications." 

Martin is facing another digital-age dilemma -- what to do with the burgeoning band of Wolverine 
football bloggers. "If they become the quasi-press, who are you going to put in the press box?" 

jha"ett@dispatch.com 
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Obama Urges Homeowners to Refinance 

$180,000 Refinance $939/mo. See Rates- No Credit Check Req. 
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Law schon! probably isn~t the most common route 

through which to 'get a fabulous, Hollywood wrliting 

j'O b, but it w'Orked for An n Arb'Orite 

C hevapravatdumrong. 

After graduating from Huron High Schoo! in Hl95 

(full dis,closure: Wf3 were classmates), she headed 

to Yale for a deg ree i n psycho~ogy a nd the n to New 

York University for her law degree -. despite not 

reaily w,anling to be a lawyer. "By the time! staned 

!aw scho'Ol, i thought 'This, tis not gonna happen,'" 

she s,aid by phone from Los Angeles, Caiif. J'i didn~t want to go, l was 

interested in TV a,nd writing, but I was ju.st too scared.H And then there were 

her piarents' reminders of the vaiue iofag.oodeducatiofl .. Besides, New York 
r"..,. d" rl Pi " .. ' b' k d I ' ~" , ~ +" *' ~', t' ~ vl .. y· Hun .. StH;~m toe ,8 uB p~ace ,or a JJsrson mILer:e,EhSCJ !nLIS 

enterta.inment industry, so she de·cided she!d at I,east .show up. 

d'i thought I w!Quld drop out But then It was a semester,and then a year, and 

then I'm halfulsy done so I might as well finish it It was b.asica~iy me 

delaying the inevitable.'~ 



That came pretty much the minute she had her degree in hand. "I said! 

'Forget if put all my stuff in the car and drove to L.A. I didn't know anyone! 

but I had no more school to go to."1 guess getting a job on a TVsholw was 

the ultimate goal in the back of my head, but I didn't think I was go;ing to be 

able to do it because the odds are a.gainst you!" she stated (or maybe more 

accurately, understated). ·'Until it happened, I had no idea it wa.s go;ing to 
work. So I just said, 'I'm gonna try,'" She found a job as ,an assistant to an 

agent and started writing test scrips! wo·rking her way around as an 

assistant to TV executives until she landed on the sta.ff olf the Jaso,n 

Alexander sitcom "Lislen Up" - which lasted one whopping season. But 

she'd put in enough good face time to get an agent and make se,ma 

contacts. "I feel like everyoine does the same thing," she said. ~'YouFve got to 

meet people and write the scripS.51 

So when the animated se·ries ilFamily Guy/' whose DVD sales from its 

short",lived first run so impressed 20th Century Fox Television that it made a 

historic oonlleback from cancellation, returned to the ,air in .20.o4! 

Chevapravatdumrong managed to get herself on board (and has since 

worked her way up to the' position of supenfising producer). Asked if it was a 

good fit her answer is instantaneous: "Oh 'God, yes. I thought it was 

hilariolus before I worked on it I just like laughing all day; I think there are 

very few jobs where you kno,w that 30 seconds after you walk in, everyone's 

laughing. Our job is to, show up and make each other laugh all day." 

Well, irs a little more involved than that After all the outlining, drafting, 

reading, table".reading with the actors, sketching, editing, sending to Korea 

(where the anima.tion is done), returning and fine ... tuning! it can be a yeiar or 

more from the assignment of an episode to its airing. Which is kind of a long 



lead time. ·'1 know!" she laughed. 'We're rewriting an episode now that isn't 

going to be on TV until 2011. It's kinda nice some·times, be·cause by then 

you've forgotten what happens." 

Good things apparently COr me· to those who wait judging by this years 

Emmry Award nomination fcrOutstanding Comedy Series -. the biggest the 

:show has come up for yet despite 1 0 appe,arances on the nominee list (it's 

a regUlar in the Outstanding Anima.ted Program category) and three wins 

(for Outstanding Individual Achiev,ement in Animation,Outstanding Music 

and Lyrics and Outstanding Voice-Over Performance). There's another 

easy, generous laugh when I ask how one finds o,ut that kind o·f exciting 

news. "It depends on how high up in the rood chain you are. IfyouFre my 

boss, you get a phone call at 5:30 in the, morning, but if yOru're me, your 

brother calls and tells you at a normal time." She doesn't know yet if she'll 

be one of the lucky souls taking a stroll down the red carpet (tickets are 

limited and only those with particular job titles are guaranteed a seat). 

It would be enough of a story to stop there, but no·. This whole glamorou.s, 

award",winning, Hollywood TV gig? Yeah, that's just her day job. 



Chevapravaidumronga!so just published 

her third youngaduit novel,"DupI1Kate" 

(Harper Teen), about an overachieving high 

school senior named Kate who's trying to 

manage ,8 crushing schedule of activities 

and get into Yale with her boyfrjend. Passing 

out afteragrueiing night capped off bya 

computer malfunction, she wakes up to find 

that a iong .. dis,cardedavatar from a ,game 

cailed SimuLife has 'gained 

mree'-"dimensional status -··and come fora 

visit. 

This is predictably disturbing to Kate at first, 

but the alter~ego seems plenty e,agerto please,and it doesn't take long to 

figure out that a spare self could be the answer to her time management 

problems. Unfortunately, the "dupIiKate" quickly develops an inconvenient 

sense ·of autonomy, putting serious strain on the life it's taking aU Kate has 

to ke,ep chugging in the right direcUon. (Frankly, I'm dying to give ,away the 

ending, because if you've read this far into this article, you'd ,appreciate it­

but I won't You'll have to check itoutfhryourself.) 

What draws Chevapravatdumrong (who writes under the names Cherry 

Cheval t'O the young-adu!tgenre? "Okay, we!!, I'm 13 ye.ars old at heart," she 

confessed. "Mayl)e 10. I like teenagers," As much as a.nythingelsl;, though, 

she says she S;()rt of fell into it her first book, "She's So Money," was set in 

high school but marketedasa crossover, and she noted that it's the 

publisher, not the author, who decides in which category a book is placed. 

At any rate, it's fine with her. "I liKe that stuff. ! feellik!e I remember high 



school pretty well, and it seems natural to me. I just have no proble'ms 

flashing back there. I don't think i set out to do it but it happened and I feel 

li~e it works. 

"And also now that I'm in it the VA wo,rld, everyone's so nioe to' each other. 

There's this whole blogging community from the writers to, the teenagers,. .. I 

wouldn't change it Everyone's great Not that I know anything about the 

adult lite,rary world, but teenagers get very enthusiastic about things." 

Catch UFamily Guy" on Fox at 9 p.m. on Sundays. and tune into the Emmys 

at 8 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 20 to see If they got their win. Cheny 

Chevapravatdumrong is currently planning an appearance at Ann Arbo.r 

District Ubrary on Dec. 29; keep an eye on their web site for furlher details. 

Leah .DuMouchel is a free-lance writer who GOven; books forAnnArbor.com . 

.. Sham this poot 't'" Tags: books, Family Guy, 1V 



NEIGHBORHOODS 

WITH POLL: D1efining neighborho!ods in 
the city of Ann Arboir a tough tas:k 
Posted: 2:30 p.m. August 24, 2009 24 Comments. Comment NO'W 

What defines a nefghbm'hood? 

Thats the question the CommunIty Team at AnnArbor.oom has been struggHng wtlh 
OiVer tile past few weeks. HypetrbcaI neighborhood coverage LS a key part of our 
strategy to, make AnnArbo'r.oom of, by and for the community. But before we launCh 
fUt~foroe into trying to create the kind of rich, hyperlocaf content we enVision, we 
have to define the ne'ighborhoods In the ctty. 

It·s impodant to note that this effort fs focusing on the city nf Ann Arbor ,and its 
m::;,ighborhoods. It is separate from any strategy we',lf! have fnr covering nearby dUes 
and communities such as Ypsfl'anti, Chelisea, Sanne Of Dexter. 

So for the past three wee,ks, we've been meeting wflh varlous fnlks to get lnput on 
neighborhoods, indJudrng Uz Margo,tis, Ann ArbO'f Pubttc Schools spokeswoman and 
Ann Arbor native. We've tanmd k)! a few mal estate a.genm and our ne'ighborhood 
cointrfootors. 

Welve bSEln muHiing ~t ove,i as a team andsorttng through maps, city gutdes, 
neighborhood watch info and Usts ofrestdenttat as'SOc~attons. 

Our Init[al nst of neighborhoods was based almost sl1tlire;1y on s'bemsl'ltary school 
atte,ndan09 areas, alo;ng with a geographic quadrant dMsion. We reaNze this list 
miSses :severa:! m3,ighborhoods. 



There are so many ways to' faok at what defines a neighborhood. We thought about 

dofng [t geographically, in quadrants, and then by e;iementary school. We talked 

about pont~J ward [tnes, historic district boundaries, parks, major landmarks ,and 

subdivisions. We debated whether some peaple even define themselves by the 

neighborhoad they !tve in - and if they ever would. 

Abave at!, we want our Ust of nSiighborhoads to' refliect how the oommuntfy sees itself. 

And we a~so need to be abfe to create usefu. content for the neighborhoods we !lSi 

an our site, since each wbfl have Its own p'age. That may mean some very smaIl 

neighborhaods shauld be ti:stedas p;art of a larger neighborhoad since it wm be 

diffICult to' create meaningful content for an area that anty encompasses a handfulaf 

hauses. 

In the future, I env~ion our neighborhaad p,ages wfn have co,ntent as diverse as re,at 

estate Usting:s and data, stories from our digital 1aurnaffsts, reports from aur 

n,efghborhaod contdbutars, event liLstfngs, wedding and birth annauncements, death 

nottces and obituarl!es, crime maps, forums, classifieds, muitimedta galleries ... and 

the l~t goes an. 

So .below is aUf current Ust and an additlanal' tlst of neighbarhoods we've come up 

with after consullng with o,thers. Weld like your input; take au,r pain to select the 

nelghborhoods YOlltd mee to see on our site, [:a,ave a comment be:tow or e-mail me ,at 

StefanreMurray@AnnArbor.com. 

Is there a neIghborhood Hsted that should be combined wfth another? Is there a 

neighborhood that we m~sed? Is th'e:re a neIghborhood liisted below thatpeaJly ~sn't a 

neighborhood, or isn't how the restdents de·fine themselves? let us know. 
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I 
'He hitm,e first': teaching kids a:b:out 
rationalization 
Pasted: 6:.00 ,8,m, August 24. 2.009 

Seve:rat years ago:, when my son tried to convince 
me that he had no chorea but to hit h tiS brothe'r. I 
took the opportu n Lty to te'ach my kids the word 
"rattona~iza,tio n. <t 

The way! exp*ann Ft, ratbna:liiiZatlon w(lrks 

backwards from the answer you w,a.nt by 
che'rry-pfctdng the, {lOgic that gets you to that 
answer. 

Kids use It to SQDI a story aootlt ho,w liife should go 
tn a partiada.r way - Uke two dess9il'ts today 
because they didn1t have any yesteirday, Qir to 
justify whylWe: we'nt the way ht did - n!<:e how they 

o Commsnt. Comment NO\'i 

oouldn~t do therr homework becatuse ~t dfdn;t ma,ke sense o:r how they HAD to hit thek 
brother because "fhe h hi me first. to 

Parents might ca.ll them excuses, sto!r~as. iies, or even the makf;ngs o:f a future 
l\awyer. My iinter8st ts in teachiing my kids to a.pprecfa.te irs ftawed fogic because no 
matter who or how old yt')u are, the minute you forge,t that YOiU ar.e 'Ill inerabte to tn ts 
phenomenon, you can be caught by it. 



Not to blow these kiddie crimes lOut of propertlen, but It's a slippery stepe. Everyone 
has a stery that justtfles his lOr her adtens. Rationaf:fzatie,n Is used te get out of 
rasponsnbvllttes, manfpulata a sttuatten, lte, cheat, get drunk, have affairs, 
dtscrlmlnate, embezzie, behave In a~r kinds of abusive ways. b~lk peepile lOut of 
bmf:tens of de,"lars, ge te war. 

The troubfe with rationalization is tha,t It insfsts we minfmf:ze infe;rmation that doesn't 
fit our answer and ove,rseiDIs any 'Ieglc that does. What makes it tricky is that there is 
usually some pla,usf:bmty to an a,rgument - albeit sometimes quite twrsted. 

The onfy way to Sidestep ratienalizatiOns is to be honest about any 'unspoken 
motives' that are pushing you in a particu!far direction (I didn't fee! Uke doing my 
homework; I wanted to hit my brother). 

He~pfng kids test for ratiiona,~izatlo.n is as sim pte as askIng whether that sa me 
f:nfe,rmatton co;ulid be used to come up, with a different adie,n (ask fe'r he~,p with 
homework; use your words to deal with yo,ur brothe'r).Of course, having them admit 
that they wa,nted to hit the~r brother Isn't the end ef ft, but at 'least now we're getttng 
te the heart of the matter. It can be, so e,xhaustitng to spend amI that time just to get 
lOur kids te admit that the'y HAD choic&s. Appreciating that moves us much farthflr 
cdong so we can work en acknowledging the anger whule cha!tenging the actron. 

Using real world exampifes can atso be effect[ve. "Above the taw" po1itfcfans, 
unethicalbustness and communtty members, the plots of movies, mest comedy and 
tawyer shows, and e,very advertMment is seIling an op'pertuntty to Justify an a.ctfon. 
I n fact, late n [g ht talk show hests woutd be out of bus~ness witheut the ,absurd fly of 
some of these stO'rles. 

So I asked my son if teaching him abeut the word "rationa,lizatien" was useful. He 
didn·. hesitate for a second tn saying yes. Frankly. he [s now lOne of the most truthfuf 
peopl:e J knew. He deesn~t always make the chotoss I wLsh he would, but he is always 
honest abeut his reasons. 

So does that mean that I'm tarsi:ng an aweseme kid? WeJ[ that works for me! 

Annie Zirkel, LPC is a local parenting and relationship oonsultant. You can find her at 
www.proctJcehow.com.SubmityourrelationshipquestiontoannJe@JJractieehow.com 



New Ann Arbor teachers contract 
calls for pay f!reeze 
Posted: 3::25 p.m. August 24,2009 37 ComJ1"l8f1ts, Comment ~~O'w 

Faced with a projected budget defictt, Ann Arbor teachers are considering a contract 
with wage freezes for the first time tn hfstory. 

The tentative contract is now awatting a ratification vote from the 1,100 union 

membe'rs. 

There's no pay raises thIS school year, atthough teacher.s wv~r- cm'itinue to· get step 
increases fa,r years of se.rvioe,. 

And the contract has no detafIs on wa.ge adjustments fo,r the 2010-11 school' year. 
Instead, there's a ctause in the contract that allOWS L1 to be negottated in the future. 

"It's a reaHty-based contract,;' saId Brit SatchweMl, who was reoanfly etected as the 
teschElrs' union president. "The district can;t see ahead very far when [t comes to the 
budget The union can't see ahead very far when [t comes to the budget 

"The: oniy th ing we can pred i;ct lS a projected budget defiCit. It 

Ann Arbor Su peri:ntendent Todd Roberts agreed. 

t!We have no tdea wlltat the state is going to do (this) school year, much tess (the 
2010-11 ) schoot year, ~ he sa td. ''Th ts g tves us flexibmty tn add ressfng wages. We 
dkin't want toklck olLlfse,!ves in." 

The SO-pIus-page agreement also dataf:ts other changes for te.ach,ers. 



Prescriptio1n drug oo-pays wiilll be going up. But the amount of mon,ey the district 

o()ntr[butes for teachers} hea,tt:h caire also, w~"! go II.Ip. Teachers can choose how they 

want to spend that money. If the,y opt faiT the most-expensive plan offered, theylll 

have to, payout part of the cost. If they choose the lower-priced HMO, tneytl get 

money back from the d ralrla. 

Both sides said that wh,en they sat down this summer to negotiate a new contract, a 

muftf-ye'ar deal was an attractive option to bring some financiaf planning s,tabHity to 

the' district and helps parents and staff p:tans schedtJ'fies. 

The dLstricrs pfrojected finances are stm tn fllux. The state nasrft ylet determined how 

much pe1r-pupfcl fundi:ng (the district's main source of revenue) Ann Arbor wtHrecelve 

this or next schoof year. 

And a countywide enhanoement mmage tS headed to voters Nov. 3. If "I passes, Ann 
Arhor ooutd get mo,re than $11 miHion a year from i:t. 

If it fai"ls, ,and district p,fo:jectfons ho,td true, Ann Arbor ooufd be facing a $15 miHi.on 

hole In the 20110-11 budget. 

In addition to pay and benefits, the a.greement - which is scnaduli9d to be voted on 

by union membeH';s Sept. 16 and 17 - sets the calendar for the next two years. 

Several parents have noted that ca!fendar, especianly the df.strlct's midwinter tlreak, 

doesn't angn wtth calendars for the University of Mtchfg,an and Eastern Mj,chigan 

University. 

A state-mandated start date oftha, Tuesday after Labor Day - a week tater than 

normai - impacted the schedute, offlcllBm said, as w.elit: as a new countywide ca.fendar 

for K-12 schoots. 

Tha contract atso opens up the po,tentiaf for other changes In the way the dfstrict 

does bUSIness, espeda'Uy in the areas of how teacnS;fs are evaluated and merit p.ay. 



____ ---~"~'---p ---r--~-'-·tF -.,~ -.~- _.,--- -~ .~_M~ ----.~-~- - .. - - .. ------ - .. ~- ~.-.- .. - ,_,;fR 

'«We felt Hke .t;8 tmportant te JIOOK at optilOn that might exists {fe~r mertt pay),li Reberts 
said. "It wtiu~ra.nts a co:Jtabolratlve discussion abetut that as we meve feirw'srd." 

fThis is pub~ic educatic;n,;t he said. "The public dlcta.tes the agenda. Our job is to 
engage tna.t oo;nvs;rsatio:n as flUlltl' as poss~bk; and w~th as much iinformation as 
peiss~bre. I th in k tea.chers have· a~t SOirts of medt. II;s time fair that de;b.ate,. Everyth tng 
fis on the, tabfe."' 

Both committees a.rs scheduited to report back by the end ()fthls schoof: year. 

David Jesse covers .K-12educs.tion for ArinArbof.com. He can be reached at 
Gavidjasse@annarbof.com. 



Var'iety of factors complicate Ann 
Arb10r school calendarma:king 
Posted: 3:26 p,m. August 25, 2009 33 Coml'l'lBnts, GommEmt Naw 

The:rels no do:ubt the most-d~ussed portio,n of Monday's release of deta~[s of a 
hlmta.tive agn:tsment between the Ann Atbo,r schad diStrict and the teaens(rs1 unlo,n 
was ths, calends!r for the ne·xt two school! yea:rs. 

In case VOlu haven1t been fOIJ;fo.wting amf the oomments on the· oll"lgfrnaf story, fiet me 
bring you up to, speed. 

The proposed ca!f,endar, which is set through the bargaining process betw'een the 
d istrtct and the un ron. moved the m id-w~nte1 braa k from tis trad rtronal a~ig n men! wfoth 
the Unlvers~ty of Mfchftgan's bfisak. 

A varie:ty o,t reas()'ns were elted for the mO!\le. 

The flllist fa,dor: U-tJ.fs sprfing break thiS year was moved to the first week In March. 
(Eastern Mk:htgan Unlve1fsitts break is the same as U-M). 

If An n Arbo,!" matched its w~nter brea k to thEl un 'versL1y)s spring braa k, that \NOu/a 
me'an stUdents woutd be in crass just four weeks between the d [str[ct's wr,nter brea k 
a nd tis spring orea k, wh [eh IS se·t fo,r the f~rst week ~n Ap,rr,t 

Dtstrrc.t and union folks didntt Uke having that short length of Ume between the two 
breaks. 



So you mi'ght think the solution is simple- just rlav·e HH5 district move its spring break 
back a week or tIMO, cr,e.ating more distance betVJ'E%?Hl the t\\IO breaks. 

But that's not possible, thanks to another state law. 

That law, passed in 2007, mandates, that an ttl8school districts in a cOLlntyadopta 

common 'Calendar that has the same weeks for wfnter holiday and spring break. 

Washtenaw County adopted ,a common calendar it'1l .2008. Stlt Arm Arbor had an 

8xfsting teach,ers' ,contract that had a calendar already established, meaning it ,didn't 
hav,e '~o mErtcn Ll p tn is ys.a r. 

The contract, includirlg th,s calendar, Isrl"'t yet set in stone. Ann Arbor's teactlers .and 

Ulet1 the school board vW'nl navf, to ,approve theentirs contract 

David Je'sse COVlS/'jt";S K-12 education for AnnArbor. cam. Reael? him at 

da vic.ijesSe@Jinna.dJOI'.com. 



Regis,ter for Anln Arb'or Parks,·& Recreation 
FalllWinter CI,8SSes, 
1 day ago, d."(plre:s :5 days from nO'W VISit our Web site 

RegflStratio;n fOir FalllVWinter Ann Arbo!r Pa.fks & Recreation cresses/programs has begun. 
Consfda·r ptayinQ goff this fai.l at Huron H.11s & Lesliie Park Goff Courses; open swim m tng e'r 
American Red Cross swim itessons at Mack Indoof Pool; vist1 the Ann Arbor Farmers Ma;rket; 
take a dass or trlip wlith the Ann Arbor Sen[o4i Center; canoe/kayak at Gattup & Argo Canoe 
l~ver[es; or take ~oe skatfng and hockey lessons a.t Buhr Park and Ve,terans MamOfts[ 108 
Arenas. Therets so much to do and leanl. 

How do I regtstEl1r? 
If you're registedng online, v[si1 VlfWW.a2gov.org/parks and click the nnk to A2 Parks On~ine. 
YO!U can view and down:!oad the new 56-page program guide o,n our Web si1e'. 



Wage freez~boms 
BY DAVID JESSE 
davidjeS5Ei@a:nnamor,com 

Faced with a projected 
budget deficit, Ann Arbor 
teachers are considering a 
contract with wage freezes 
for the first time in the 
district's history. 

The tentative contract is 
now awaiting a ratification vote 
from the 1,100 union members. 

There are no pay raises this 
school year, although teach­
ers will continue to get step 
increases for years of service. 

And the contract has no 
detaiIson wage adjustments 
for the 2010-11 school year. 
Instead, there's a clause in the 
contract that allows it to be 
negotiated in the future. 

"It's a reality-based con­
tract," said Brit Satchwell, 
who waS recently elected as 
the teachers' union president. 
"The district can't see ahead 
very far when it comes to the 
budget. The union can't see 
ahead very far when it comes 
to the budget. 

"The only thing we can 

predict is a projected budget 
deficit:~' . 

Ann Arbor Superintendent 
Todd Roberts agreed. 

"We have no idea what 
the state is going to do (this) 
school year, much less (the 
201O-11) school year," he said. 
"This gives usllexibility in 
addressing wages. We didn't 
want to lock ours_elVesjn.'~ .. 

The 80-plus-page agree­
ment also details other 
changes for teachers. 

Prescription drug copays 
will be going up. But the 
amount of money the. district 
contributes for teachers' 
health care also will go up. 
Teachers can choose how they 
want to spend that money. If 
they opt for the most expen­
siveplan offered, they'll have 
to payout part of the cost. If 
they choose the lower-priced 
HMO, they'll get money back 
from the district. . 

Both sides said that when 
they sat down this summer 
to negotiate a neW contract, 
a multiyear deal was an at­
tractive option to bring some 

fmanci~l plaIming ~tabilityto A state-mandated start date 
the district and helps parents of the Tuesday after Labor 
and staff plans schedules. Day -'- a week later than nOI-

The district's projected mal-impacted the schedule, 
finances are still in flux. The officials said, as well as a new 
state hasn't yet determined countywide calendar for K-12 
how much per-pupil funding schools. 
(the district's main source The contract also opens 
of revenue) Ann Arbor will up the potential for other 
receive this or next school changes in the way the district 
ye_~__ _________ c ____ !:lQ§J)j!sjp,essLe§Pe_cially in . __ 

And a countywide enhance- the areas of how teachers are 
men! millage is headed to . evaluated and merit pay. 
voters :N"0v~ 3. If it passes, ArllJ. "\'/e 'felt like it'sinlpoi" 
Arbor could get more than $ll tant to look at option that 
million a year from it. might exists (for merit pay)," 

If it fails, and district pro- Roberts said. "It warrants a 
jections hold true, Ann Arbor collaborative discussion about 
could be facing a $15 million that as we move forward." 
hole in the201O-11 budget. Satchwell isn't shrinking 

In addition to pay and bene from that discussion. 
efits, the agreement - which "This is public education," 
is scheduled to be voted on by he said. "The public dictates 
union members Sept. 16 and the agenda. Our job is to 
17 - sets the calendar for the engage that conversation as 
next two years. fully as possible and with as 

Several parents have noted much information as pos-
that calendar, especially the sible." 
district's midwinter break, . - David Jesse covers K-12 
doesn't align with calendars for education for AnnArbor.com He 
the University of Michigan and can be reached at davidjesse@ 
Eastern Michigan University. annarbor.com 



Pion,e,er Th,eatre Guild wins two 
natio. :nal awards - . . 

Posted: ,3 :.31 p ,m, August 27 I 2009 4 Comments. Comrr,ent NO'w 

PtiQ:nee,f HfghSchoors The'stre Guifd reoentlty won Mto: awa!rds fro:m National Youth 

Theatre - an a~rgan iZa.tio;n that h Ighmfg hts and evaiuates h ig h SChOOi~ theater grou PiS -

fOif the schoolfs recent production o:f ~'Ullrinetown: The Musicat·t 

SeniOr Ashley Park wo'n the award for outstand ing su p'porting actre'ss in a musiad fOf 

bar perioJl"ma.noe as the shows pr&OOCous narrator; Li1I1l1leSa1ly; and tne shows cast 
reoe~ved the awa:rd fo~r oiutstand ing e,nsemble. 

To! tde·ntify a.wa:rd-·wo!rl:hy work. NYT sends e'xpe:rts .Euro'u nd the cot) ntry to theatrical 
piroductbns invd~vf!ng YO'U ng peoplJle; th is yea:r. 200 produdlons ware· OQ:nsidered. 

NYrs ·revtew o,f Picmeer's t"Urinetown'V p\roductfon ca n be viewed at 
httpdIVNitW.nationa.:r:yo!uththeatre.comlreviewslrevfe,w!t, .. pioneeir ..... urinetown. htmt 

Jenn McKee is a sta.ffdigitsi journalist for AnnArbor.com. You can ffJs,r;b her at 
734-623 ... 2546 or jennm,ck89@annarbor .. oomrx follow her on Twitter @/Jennmckee. 



nn orIs tra ic 
roundabouts impro·ve safe ,data 
sho!ws 

54 Gomments. GDrnmc~nt t·~{)\'i 

With Washtenaw County road offfctafs planrlft"lg more roundabouts In the oomfng 

years, new d.8ta concludes traffic cfrcfes recently built fn Ann Arbor havs reduced tfle 

number and s.everity of accidents. 



Statistk:s oompmled by the Southeast Michigan Co,uncm of Governments show that in 
2008 - the first ful' year after the roiundabo,u1s at Mapcte Road and M-14 near Skyline 
High School were oompeted - accidents there, dropped near!y 40 percent, from 1;3 in 
2007 to 8 last year. The accidents ailso have :been ,!as'S harmfui, aooording to the 
SEMCOG data. 

That 9vkience matches wha.! road and ltaw enforcement o,fficrafs have been saying 
aboiut .roundabouts - not o,nty do they reduce the number of accidents, but the 
crashes that occur are less severe because speeds a.t mundabouts a:re slowsr than 
regular intersectio'ns. 

"They're extl"emaly safe," said Steve Puuri, managing director ofthe Washtenaw 
County Road Commission. "Any accidents are !low-speed." 

Puuri said some common mistakes 
drfi'Vers make when nego,tfsting a 
;rou ndabout s:re going too fast for the 
curves, a.nd hesitating upon entry. 

According to a gulde to driving 
rou ndabouts Q,n the oommissfo'n's WeiD. 
site, the keys are to stow down, ifook to 
the left foil" onoomf:ng trafflic, and yis£d to 
vehicles aiready in the roundabout. TraffIC 
tn a roundaioout a~ways goes ooiunterciockwfse, so drivers shouJd never tum left ~nto 
one, the guide says. Also, the onty reason to'stop In a roundabout [8 to 8VO,[d an 
accident. 

Even in more oem pt[cated configurations, once' motorists get used to them, a.oc[dent 
counts don't increase where roundabouts are buitt In Green Oak Township near 
Brighton, a string of three· roundabouts built by a ma,fil deveibper caused some 
uproar among drivers - but SEMCOG statistics show a.ccfdent rates in 2007 and 
2008 we:re not any higher than before the iroundabouts were buiitt in 2006. 



Green Oak PoUoa Chief Bob Brookins sald the roundabouts are working weEt 

"The severity o,f crashes hS signifICantly reduced," he saJd. "W€lve had two or three 
minor injuries - e,verybody's at a lower speed." 

A new roundabo,ut was recently comp,Jleted a.t Huron Pa:rkwayand Nixon Road on 
Ann ArbOf~S north stde. And Puuri sa[;d more are pianned, incJuding two a.t the 
interchange of Geddes a.nd US-23, one at Geddes and Earhart near Concordta 
UniversIty. and one at Whtttakeil" and Stony Creek in Ypsefant! Townsh!p. 

Puuri sa.[;d roundabo;uts cost more to' buillid than tradltiOnal intersections, hut save 
money In the, long leiI'm by avotding traffIC stgnaJ maintenance' costs. The roundabout 
at Whfttaker and Stony Creek is budgeted fOf $1.37 mlnon in the Road 
Commrssio,n's current capita.! Improvement ptan. 

"You're probably spendrng a little more up front, but in the very short term you're 
getting it back," PUlIr! said. 

And after some initial. concern over the roundabouts near Skyiine, Brian M!elewski, 
head ofthe parent-teacher-student organization there, said he hasn't heard any 
dtssatlsfaction about them. 

"I haven't fl!6ilded any comp}aints from parents," he saId. 

CliCk here to· take our potl about roundabouts. 

Photos by Lon Horwedel, AnnArbor.com: The new roundabout on Nixon Road on 
Ann Arbor's north side rocfJntJy opened. 

Freelance mporter Dan Meisler can be reached at d8nmelsJer@gmail.com . 

.. ...... 

Ga:rel 
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Pioneer High Schoolstud,entremains 
in juvenil,e detention in att,empted 
jogg,er attack 
Posted: 5:30 p.m. August 28,2009 16 Comments. Comment Now 

A PIoneer High ,Schoo,l student charged wIth attemptfng to rape ,8 jogger behind 
Slauson Middle Schoe,! wr&~ rema~n in custody as he awarts a pretrra.J hearing next 
month, a jiudge o/relered today. 

The 16-ye,~u-otd boy IS cha.:rged as a ffiuven~te with assault with intent to' commit 
crtm!na~ sexual conduct tnvol:v~ng sexual penetration, Ann Arbor pottce Oat. Brt;~ 

Stanford said. 

He wrt~ be' trted i:n Juveni[e court and, .f oonv[ded, coullld be se'ntenced to remain fn 
sta.te custody u~) to' age 21. 

The bO'y was in shackfes as two detention O,ffiCS'fS led him into a courtroom for a brief 
hearing this afternoon In Washten;8w County Juvenille Court. 

Hfis mother sat next to him, put her arm around him and gave him a krss. She and 
three o,thers who attended the hearing deof<ined to comment. 

Ann ArbCf po,tice say the boy tacKled a 23-year-o,td woman as she was joggtng about 
8:4.0 p'.m. Aug. 20 on West WashrngtcHl Street; took her to' the ground i.n a g:rassy 
area and attempted to take o·ff her jogging pants. 

The, v[ctim, who is a graduate student instructor at the Uniiverstty of Michrgan, bit one 
of the bOiy's fingers and yeilled at him, scaring hpm away, patios satd. 



The vtctim, who rs a graduate student iinstructor iat this Universtty of Mtch[;g.an, btt one 
of the bots fhlgei!ns and yei~li8d at him. scaring him away, pOi'rce sald. 

The boy, who was schedtifed to enter his junior ye·ar at Pioneer High, was arrested 

Aug. 22 aftelf police received a tfp. 

A p'ff~triat hear[ng is scheduled fOil" Sept 28. 

Lee Higgins covers crime and courts for MnArbof. com .. R'ft8Ch him at 
leehiggins@annBrbof.com Dr 734-623-2527. 

.. Share this post '0' 



Washtenaw County schools" 
univ,ersities say th,ey're prepared for 
potential resurgence of swin!e flu 
Posted: 8:21 a.m. August 3,0,2009 11 Coml"OOnts. Comment NO'iN 



SaHne SchooliS Superintendent Soot Graden has been o,fogglng as a way to easily 
communicate with those In his district. So when a few ch~dren feI!~ m from the H1 N1 
nove~ flu VRIfUS. it seemed a natura. extension to begin a brag about it. 

That btog ha.s now became a part of Sa.line's strategy for quicldy gett~ng news out to 
pairents a.nd students should H1N1 - commonily known as the swine flu -become an 
rssue aga.ln during the fast apPjroaching schoo,S yea!!". 

"'We do'n't want to' splread felru and hype. but we' want to make SUfie wetr,e 
com mu n icating I tlGraden sa.id. 

Load schools say they'rerebuillding thek emergency contact !trets and stocfdng up on 
hand sa.nltizer and face masks. The,ytre launching pubM~c awareness campa[gns and 
teifling paili'ents to be watchfui for symp,toms and wDliling to' keep the,uf chuldre'l1 home if 
they beoome I. 

For the pa.st few weeks, schoo] offlCia:i1s have been meeting on a mgufal!' basfs with 
WashtenawCoiunty to get updates; they plan to offer daiily upda.tes on how many 
ch i:lldren are out sick when schodfi feSnJ mes next week. 

SchooliS aJr8' workfing wH:hlloca,1. hospitaJis and pubtic hea:rth professlonaf;s at araval 
offbC[ailtS say hasnft happened bemire as they make preparations for the anttdpated 
resm"genoe o,f a pa'ndemic flu In Washtemaw County. 

"We don't know when rfs going to happen - sadler arlatsr - and we want to, be as 
vlgill!ant as possbls',il said Diana Torres-Burgos, the county's mediad director. 
41Usua~ty schoors are' refllective of what we woli.dd start seei:ng tn a communIty." 



WHAT HAPPENED THISSPRIN.G 

When the H1N1 virus began cfirculating in the United States, several local scheets 
began reporting students who we're llI!t Ann Arbors Father Gabrie,t Richard High 
Schoo,l announced It wou:1d close fo,r a week in &aJrly May after two students feft} in 
with the fliu. 

Experts say the flu wfl tlkely .begln to spread quickly at the beginning of the school 
seasa,n because children w~n! be spending much ofthetf frme in close gathering 
spaces like classrooms and cafete:r&as. Many chtldren sha,re food and drinks and fafJ 
to wash ti1e,tr hands enough or covel" their coughs and sneezes. 

"Every focai hea!Hh department has ibeen meeting with thek schools, thek 
businesses, their faith groups, the,ir coleges and universitk3s, espeda:Jt:y in 
Washtenaw County," sard state epidemioklgist Eden Wells. ilWe know we've had a 
fir.st wave of the flu, we've' had a bi1: of a rep,rk3ve ... but when schoo:ls reopen, we/'ll 
have young peop1lle in co,ngregate settings agatn where, the fiu could pop up again." 

Th is flu virus has acted d ifferent'y from other fliu viruses, wh leh usua rf:y 1m pact the 
aide" pop,ufatOCln the most severe'fy. Pe0p16 yOiunger than 24 were most HkeJy to catch 
the flu and have compJicatfons, whille those older than 65 ws!l"e more Ukely to aVOid 
catching H, Wel\lls ,sa.ld. 



The added concern for 
Ih lis vems fsn}t due to the 
!lumber of peopiJIe 
becoming m - irs because 
of the extreme severIty o,f 
symptoms fn s sma~1 
number of patrents and 
the unpredictabfe nature 
of a v~rus that Impacts 
different demogrsphtcs 
than tradft1o.na~ ses.sonal 

The flu sea.sol1 usua'lty 
starts as ea.rly as October 
and can last through Apriil. 
But this flu dldn!! die off over the summer and continued to' cause outbreaks Ln loea,' 
summer camps, Torres-Burgos said. 

"We know the vims fs stilf in our oommunity," she said. 

Swine flu was first detected fn Mexloo in Apd and circulated the globe in weeks. 
Between m fd-June and mfd-August. 110 pro,banfe cases were reported [n 
Washtenaw County, and more than 3,300 were reported in the :state of MflChigan. 
OfflCraIs wam ths.t those numbers like'y aren't cbse to actual numbers because most 
who berome ilif with the fiu never have a reason to report it. 
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WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE SCHOO'lS 

As a federal1y-subsidized va.ccine for H1N1 becomes availfable I'n mid-October, 

:schools are preparing to be the main pilaoe where chHdren ge,t vaccinated. 

ChUdmn are among the priori1.y g:ro!UPS to reostve the' vaccine, whlch is a dLffemnt 

from the seasonal flu vaccfma also being recommended by hea~th officrai[s. 

But the county stl isn't sure how many doses of the vaccine it wRit reoe!ve and at 

what rate It wtlli get them. 

Ann Arbor school district spokeswoman Liz Margollis said a.targe pa.rt of her job has 

become monito:ring the regufar updates from the co,unty and Centers for Disease 

Control and Pnwentbn. then communicating those changes to parents and students. 

A schoof nurse nt<eiy w~fj be dedicated pa,rt-time to fOi~fowing updates with H1 Ni. she 

said. 

An initial emahl wm go out to parents this week, she saId. 

Fo~rowing CDC recommendations, pa.rents ;8re being asked to, keep· chtidren home If 

they have fiu-like symptoms. Staff are being tald to stay home if theyre rtf and 

snolJ'kin;tretum unttt they can keep a fever down for at least 24 ho,urs without 

medfcatfo·n - a p1rocess that co;ufd take up to five days. 



·We understand the burden this puts on families, 

but Irs the only way to oontaln any sort of 

sickness; Margolis said. 

801"Ioois also have been asked to cre.ate isolation 

rooms for children who have flu symptoms at 

school. 

In the Saline ,district, the designated Isolation 

rooms have noors to the outside of the bullnlng 

SD students won't walk through U1S IlaJis or pass 

other children when they leave, Graden said. 

In Ann Arbor, the school's health cUnlos - v,rhlch 

have cots - wlllilkely serve as tile Isolatlon 

rooms, Margolis said. Til,e CDC recommends 

sick Clllld ren wea r a mask to prevent spreadi ng 

the illness, but Margolis said th.e district likely will 

only ask adults caring for them to wear masks 

while they're in the room. They might be asked to 

wear rnasks as they walk the halls of the building. 

Local dIstricts are sllil waiting for guidance from 

the county about when to cancel classes due to 

Illnesses. The CDC su~gges.ts SdlooI closures as 

the last possible resort, sayIngitoften causes 

parents to find day care elsewhere and could 

lead to further spreading of tile virus. 

Local public SCll00ls begin the day after Labor 

Day - Sept. 8. 

'We're all dressed up and realjy to go, but we 

won't know mo re for th ree to fou F wee ks wile n we 

get all the kids back: Graden said, 

WHAT'S HAPPEN~NG ON CAMPUS 

W1th students set to move In 11"1 Is week, officials at 

Who's At A 
Higher Risk? 

locallIDd federal official. saw a di~prDP01-
tionare number of people who were young 
or had some other underl)ling medicat 
cond'Ulon - they were more severely 
Impacted by thi~s1rain of the flu. Thore 
people win !I1re1y be high priorities to get 
the vocdne.1f they do become lllI wIth 
flu"!ike symptoms, they sbould talk to their 
health care provider ilcS quickly lIS poulble. 

Riskfacton f!ldude: 
• Women who lire pregnant. Women make 
up about 1 percent of the U.S. population 
any gIven time, but made up about 6 
percent of U.S. SWIne flu deaths. 

• Children. loca! officials say people who 
are younger than 50 a,re at Increased risk 
because their bodies have never been 
el(posed to this maIn of the flu, but those 
young.eI than 24 seem to be at e"re!l higher 
risk for getting the vIrus. 

• People older than 65 see·m to have II. lower 
ris:k for this flu strain, but if they become 
skk, they have an increased risk of it being 
a severe case. 

• Kids and teens who are receiving {ong­
term aspirin therapy lIDd might be at rl.s.k 
fore)(perlendng Reye's syndrome after flu 
vIrus infection ilre at higher risk. 

• Adults and children with ilsthma,other 
chronic pmmona:ry, cardiovascular, hepatic. 
hematological, neurologic,. neuromuscular, 
Of metabolfc disorders stich as diabetes are 
cons.idered hlgh risi::. 

• Adults and children with suppressed 
immune systems. 

Sau=:Cent .... br /Ji!O!llue Control and P",\IeJ'IIfOfl; 

111. ... ,,"''"'''' Coun ly Publk He>lth v..poJtment 



WHAT THE COUNTY IS RECOMMENDING 

The most impertant thing leea.l residents can do, officials say, is to isolate 

themselves ifthey beoome sick. For instance, students can get food delivery 

arranged in the residence halls and will be given masks to wear in hallways 

and bathrooms, Ernst said. 

Officials are encouraging residents, particularly those younger than 24, to 

get the vaccine thafs been created for H1 N1, in addition to the seasonal flu 

vaccine. 

"People need to understand it's not a new process," from the production of 

thA , ...... ::.' ...... 1181 flu c;:hoHha+'·c;: adm·,'I1,'c;:',ored OHen .1 uo"'r TO...-..;.~QII""'I"I'''' sa i "" .... _;;;.J ~ ... ~J'. II -_.1' .. __ ........ ', ........ Jt...,....," 1.#111 1;1 .:I~!I I jj1J"-, ...... 1l.I1~'V,Q . 1:\.01 .. 

"'t's justa strain change, and the safety regulations are being followed." 

Residents .. particularly parents - are be'ing urged to be aWB.re, but not panic 

if their child becomes ill, Torres-Burgos said. 

"They're really not being asked to do anything differently from what they'd 

do with the sea.sona.1 flu," she said. 

Photo 1: Uz Margolis, altecror of communications for Ann Arbor Public 

Schools, sifts through 5,000 H1N11nfluenza posters at the school district 

heaaquarlers Thursday afternoon. (Lan Homeda/ l.Ann Arbor.comJ 

Photo 2: Carl Evers of Hamilton, Ohio, gets an experimental H1N1 Flu 

vaccine shot for children from Tammy Lewis-McCauley at Cincinnati 

Childrenfg Hospital. (AP Photo! Ernest Coleman, The Cincinnafi Enquirer) 



IS EEK IN LOCAL EDUCATION: Washtenaw 
County distiricts prepa:re fOir the start 
of school 
Posted: 8:55 a.m. August 31 ,200'9 2 Comments. Comment Now 

The fioo,rs aire be'vng pOiJrahed, desks are be~ng carefui!y aria nged a nd becks arle 
neaf~y stacked on bookshetves. 

WUth students due back in :schoo~ts next we9,k (a~1 [oea;" publftc schoo",!; start Sept Bl, 
schoolS are' start~ng tc gl9t back h, tlu; swing of til ings. 

Schoof o!ffices 0 pened fast week fo'l! parents to drop by fo;r reg tstration. 

Ann Arbot"s te,Slchers w~1lf krck off the 2009-10 schooll ya'ar on Tuesday, when they 
gather for theer trad'ttonaI opentng day csiremony at Pioneer H[9h SchooL 

Teachers wktl then get p,Ienty of plC"Olfesslona,t de,veJopment over the next oouplG of 

days. 

On Tuesday, the board's p!annlng commf,ttee Wh~t meet at 6:30 p.m. in the di:strict's 
ad min tstrative offices. An agenda wasn1t aVcdfable as 0,f9 a.m. Monday. 

On Wednesday night, the ftiJ;¥~ board wntif gathe'r at 5:,30 p.m., also fn the dfstri,cfs 
adminfstratlve O:IfI09S, fOir ~ts a.nnual board re,treat. 



On the, agenda. [s a discussfton about socia~ cUmate in the schoo!;s, a repe:" from 
Supef~ntendent Todd Rober"..s er. hiS goats for the upcomltag schoo·:f year and a 

&. Sllare this post '<iF 



WITH P'OLL: Ann A'rbo:r teachers asked 
to SUppiort school enhancement 
millage 
Posten: 11 ~58 a,m, September 1,200'9 64 Commtl!n;ts, Comment Now 

The annlLla~ epening day assembly forr Ann Arbor"s teachers and other staff members 
,brf,e,fiy tumed into. a campaign ~ra!Hy today as Superintendent Todd Robe-rts urged 
staff membefS to. support a countyw'fde enhanoement mi~tage. 

ilEaen of us needs to ad:nveily suppod (It},il he tOild more than 1,200 staff members 
who ga.the,red a.t Pioneer HighSchooL ';1 can't tmpress on you how important this is." 

After spendfng severa:f mtnutes reminding the staff members of how "exceptional'" 
the Ann Arbor schoo! district tS, Robe-rm turned somber as he reVIewed the d~stdcts 
finance,s. 

He told staff members the d tstrtct has cut m ~n~ions of do;1jfars from rtsbudget over the 
fast severa'! years and is currently too,fdng at a p,rojected $15 mlitrion budget deficlt for 
the 2010-11 school yeat. That's equLvalent to 200 posltions, Roberts sa.td. 

The countywtde e,nnancement mniage, whfch wHii be o,n the November ballot, woufd 
place a new 2.-m.1m tax 01'1 properly owners in W:ashten,aw County. The money rar;sed 
woutd then be dfstrbuted to each of the 10tocal tr,adltronal school districts. 

For Ann Arbor, that would mean an add[tiional $11 mWHon a year for five years. 

4JTh t t ,~ ... -< L .aL • il ~ • tt.. • . , . 'ti ' •• ~ tt.. If eres no. a smgle mms fmpona.m mung uacmg ~Ie CllSlna nan me passage, aT 1,.19 
mrliage, Roberts said. 

He aloo showed staff the slogan that mmage pr(}ponents h.ave adopted, 'lit takes ,a 
m~fage to educate a chf:fd.iI 



Most of the opera !ng day oe,tebration was tumed ove~r to, Pfoneer creatfve wrIting 
teacher Jeff Kassa whO' perfm'med se~kicUons from his one-man poetry show, 

Teach~1r.s will spe'nd much of the rest of the week ~n pirofesstona! deve4lcpment before 
students artbVe on Sept 8. 

,David Jesse covers K-12 education fOf ArmArbof. Gom. He can be fe,ached at 

daVidjesse@annarbor.com Of 734-623-2534. 



Washtenaw County schools looking 
at countywide International 
Baccalaureate :program 
Posted: 10:.19 p.m. Septamber2, 2009 3 ComfllBifits. Comment Now 

A countywide p(fogr,am fo(r advanced :students wU~1 "very likelY' be started by the faU of 
2011, Ann ArbO'r schoo.' Superinte,ndent Todd Roberts said Wednesday. 

Aoommittee of Ioca.1 schoo,l officia'fs has begun the pfannlng pn,C6ss to fOirm some 
sort of countyw'ide I nternatbnal Baocafaureate program, Roberts told his schoO'! 
board. 

The effo,rt is being sup'po,rted by al10 local tradiittonat school districts ,and is based 
on a consorUum model '!running In Oakland Coiunty. 

In that moder, each drstrtct would offer support for the program, and In turn would get 
a set a mOin-mt of seats bn the school. 

Datar:fs a;botll how bfg the schoo·f: woutt be, how many seats each d istrid would gel, 
the appUcatlon process and oost stm have to be worked out, Roberts said. 

"Wfire assessing what tt might Jook Uke/' he satd. 

Roberts~reJ)ort came durrng a wfde..'ranging review oi'the districfs strategic plan, tne 
boa,nfs goa:lS fOr the Jast schoot year and Roberts> goats fOr the u peom rng year. 

Adding Intemationa~ Baccataure:~lte, which fs a rtgorous program of [;earni,ng used 
a;round the world with advanced students, was o,ne oftne goals oftne district's 
strategtc pia n. 

Roberts said hebrolJght the idea of sharing the program to the oountts 
superEntendents as a way to oombfoe service,s and operate efficfe·ntly. 



Roberts saId he brought the idea oif sharing the program to the oounty's 
supe,rintendents as a way to, combine seirvices and operate efficiently. 

The boa:rd spent a oo·nsiderabf:e amo1unt of time taiking about efforts to Improve the 
soc~aj cI'mate a.t the dFstrictts hfgh schee'is, a leng .. Ume ,area of interest to several 
board members. 

The, dfstrid h.as begun Jiooking at a variety ways to mea.:sure thesodat cflmate ,at the 
tflree· oomp!rehensive high schoo~s - Piionee;r, Huro,n and Skyfine. 

District offlcilS:ts are also loo[dng a.t the rolfe of gllJida.noe counse,lo.rs at the hIgh 
schools. Beaird members toi!id Roberts they want to see co:!lmselb'rs spend more time 
COli n:se'ting a.nd workLng wiith students and (ess time woddng on scheduHng. 

Roberts" goa;/s for the 2009 .. 10 &chool year we,re mostly a repeat of h is goals from 
the previous ye'aE and centered on !mproviing student achievement, reducf:ng 
susp9'nsiions, oontinujng te wolrk on equity in the d~strrct ,and the tran:sition p~nning 
f041" Huron a.nd Pionee,r as SkyUne fUts up. 

David Jesse covars K-12educs.tion for AnnArbor.com. He can be re,acnec1at 

dsVidjesse@Snn,srbal".com or at 734-623-2534. 

Tags: Ann Arbor school board; ann aroor schools, International f3a.;:;calaureate 
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Auth.r at library tore~~ 
from6ack-to-school··(jook 

With'school beginning in 
a littleyver a week, it's time 
tog~tback illtothe swing . 
of things; Today, from7to 8 
p.m., at the Pittsfield branch 
of the Ann Arbor District 
Li1?raiy, localchildien's 
authpUacCjuiRobb,inswil1pe 
r~ading froIl1 her new bacl(,. 
to'-s<:hoo1 book, "Two Of A 
Kind." 

"Two Of A Kind" is a story 
for cllildrellin pr,eschodlto 
third grade. From Jacqui's 
Web site: "Sometimes a 
friend can bring out the 
worst in you ... but a real, true 
friend will always bring out 
the best." From the author of 
"The New Girl.;. and Me," 
"Two Of A Kind," is a sweet, 
insightful story about thein 
crowd; the outcasts,and the 
bravery ittal<es to be a real, 
true friend. 

The event also includes a 
special hands-on activity aJ 
well as a.book signing with 
the author (books will be on 
sale at the evimt),Whata 
great w~ytost~xour child 
off for a brancl"newschool 
year! Th¥.r'ittsfleldbranch is 
at 2359 Oa~VaI1eyI)rive in 
Ann Arbor;.F?rmOJ:einfor­
mation, call734~327·4200. 

. TakingiheKids 
By Tammy Mayrend 
AnnArbor.coln.contributor 

eii;~ll~~gkids anop-
portunity to. reconnect With 
llatureinaplayful way. 

The garden features 
dozens of "special" spaces 
including a "sense-ational 
garden"; a natural builders 
garden; a habitat garden for 
exploring and imagining the 
homes of wild animals; a but­
terfly garden for attracting 
and encouraging butterflies; 
secret spaces for children 
to find and create their own 
places in the garden; and 
much Il10re.· 

The grand opening cel,. 
ebrationwill also include 
three children'stheater 
performances,~ndIl1l!sic 
and activities throughout 
the afternoon. Free with no 
registration required. For 
more. information call 734-
647~7600. 

'- ' \', 

Michigan State. Fair 

Get connected Whil~gJ"oWingll]Jone of 
............. . ...... myfavotiteend-of-suIl1n1er 

Mal<e the most .ofyour activiti~s wap. going to the 
end-of-sumIl1~r"veekend and . MichiganStateFair.·· 
join in thdun Sunday at the I know it sounds silly,but 
GaffieldChildren's Garden I actuallyenjoyedseeing au 
at the Mattnaei Botanical·· ofthe aniIp.alsthe 4Hkids 
Gardens, From 1 to4p.m., raised, tIl~ho!se shows, the 
celebrate the official gralld entertainment,.the giant 
opening of this unique space-carved butter sculpture 
far fun, learning, and discav-<llid of course the midway 

anddd~sI evenl~ed 
the pig rases!lgrewupj!lst 
upWoodwaJ:"d~bit,<m.dJ 
sW'IJose Itook for·gl"<iIlted 
that,iliefair'Y'0uldalways 

. bear()und.I apln()tsurei 
whx;butlastwe~k r",~a 
bitshocked~oh~arthat.t,his 
might be the end. of tIle fair 
due to the economy. 

The end of the Michigan 
State Fair? That can't be~ I'll 
never have the chance to win 
a blue ribbon for my prize­
Winning recipe or overly , 
large vegetable. That being 
said, I haven't taken my chil­
dren to the state fair since 
they were born, 

I suppose onceI moved to 
this side of town we've only 
attended the Wayne County 
and WashtenawCounti fairs, 
but notthe granddaddy of 
fairs in Michigan.I'd hate 
to lose this great tradition 
though,so I would lil<e to 
~ncourageall of my Ann 
Arbot friends and families to 
attend the fair this weekend 
ifpossible, .. 

I know it'sa30-minut~ 
drive to the fairground~Jor 
us, but really it's"'0rt~th~ 
trip! . . .......•........... / ..• 

TheMichigan State Fair 
runs through Monday. We'll 
be· theresoITfetime this week 
to.supp()rttlieJairJor future 
gerierationstoenjot<iIl~ : 
hope to s~eyou there as;Well. I 

C()meand enjoy America's II 

frrstsi~~~;Mayrendis'an ,I 

Internetsearc~ mczrketing pro-

fes~io.tin.al'ilI~blo~l~ ontloEa1 ......... \ 
··ac~.vI. eSjDrjaml les 11WWw. '1 

annarbormom.com. I 
1 



0' vtJ H [)J\TA: Allashtenaw 
County school districts meet federal 
A VPstandard 

All 10 traditiianal schools ,districts In VVasFltenaw County met the federal Adequate 
Ye,arly Progress me,astSrem;9nts, the state of MFchigan reported thIs mOrniJlg. 

However, ,a trio iQf local high schools didn't me;et th'e glildelinsg,: Ann Arbor's Stone 
High Sehoiol, Willow Run High School and Ypsilanti Hi;gh SchooL 

AYP sho~fls how welIschooT,s a no siehool 
d istrictsare meetlng 00 m mo n s,ta noards 
of ,acadsm Ie psrform,a ne'9. 
Performa nce obje,ctives n;9isd to be met 
for AYP. By 2013-1:4, fH;h()ols, nSied to 

have at! their stuo,ents, iOn percent 

profictsnt on th,s r\~ EAP (forelerne nta ry 

and middle school stlJdernts) and the 
Mtchf;gan Merit Exam (for h[:ghscnool 
students ). 

Vi,ew reports fo,rall 
shtenaw Coun , 

schools 

The state ;af Mien/gat1 raleas/sd 
AVPstatus a nd grades for 

all schools and diS'iri.cts. in the stat,s. 
CU,ck on ,each lin k .hslaw to vlew ,a 
PDF showing hcrw your school d ia. 



In add'tfon, fn grades 3 to B, schooi)s must 

have an average dal~Y attendance rate of 

B5 pe,roemt or higher. H;gh SChOOIJls must 

have a B5 pelJ!'cent g:raduation rate. 

Schoofts Meattng AYP 

Districts Meeting AYP 

Alit of the j,tems anl~ measured no;t onily faIr Schoo's No,t Meeting AYP 
the, emUre school, but a;[so fOir sulbg{roiu PIS 
Hke spedaJl education, eoonom iicalty 
d~sadvantaged and othe,lfS. To make, AYP, a SChOOil has to have a)t~ tts subgroiups 
meet ,8:1;f the crrteda. Missing one means the, school doesn~t m,a ke AYP. 

SchoOl'S receLv!ng Tillie, I fu nd ~ng, a fede;ra~ prog:ra m thiat pirO,'\f~eS re:so'U rces to' 
schoo!fs in areas of eronom ~c need, ootdld faoa sanctions u nda;r the federai! No Chna 
Left Behind Ad if the schoor: doesn~t make AYP for two Oi/l" mOfS years in a row. 
These sanctLO:l'ls increase in severity fioir every year a Tt1:f!e I ;schooli does not make 

AYP. 

This story will be updated'later with data from the ,statel inc/udings letter grade for 

99Ch school in the ,coun.ty. 

David Jesse covers K-12 education for AnnArbor. OD,m~ You can reach him ,at 
davidje,sse@,ennsrbor.comor7:34-823-2534. 
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Accreditation Grade 

District Name School Name 
(EducationIYES) 

Ann Arbor Learninq Community Ann Arbor Learning Community A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Abbot School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Angell School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Ann Arbor Open at Mack School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Bach Elementary School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Burns Park Elementary School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Carpenter School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Clague Middle School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Clifford E. Bryant Comm. School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Community Hiqh School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Dicken Elementary School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Eberwhite School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Forsythe Middle School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Haisley Elementary School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Huron High School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools John Allen School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Lakewood Elementary School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Logan Elementary School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Martin Luther King Elem. School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Mary D. Mitchell School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Northside Elementary School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Pattengill School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Pioneer High School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Pittsfield School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Roberto Clemente Center C 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Scarlett Middle School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Skyline High School No Grade 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Slauson Middle School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Tappan Middle School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Thurston Elementary School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Uriah H. Lawton School A 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Wines ElementaryScho9_1 _ .. ___ . ___ . __ _ _____ -L....------ _A ____ 



Accreditation Grade 

District Name School Name 
(Education/YES) 

Central Academy Central Academy (1-12) C 
Chelsea School District Beach Middle School A 
Chelsea School District Cassidy Lake Technical School No Grade 
Chelsea School District Chelsea HiQh School A 
Chelsea School District North Creek Elementarv School A 
Chelsea School District Pierce Lake Elementarv School A 
Chelsea School District South Meadows Elementary School A 
Dexter Community School District Bates Elementary School A 
Dexter Community School District Cornerstone Elementary School A 
Dexter Community School District Creekside Intermediate School A 
Dexter Community Schoof District Dexter High School A 
Dexter Community School District Mill Creek Middle School A 
Dexter Community School District Wylie Elementary School A 
Eastern Washtenaw Multicultural Academy Eastern Washtenaw Multicultural Academy B 
Fortis Academy Fortis Academy A 
Lincoln Consolidated School District Bessie Hoffman Elementarv School A 
Lincoln Consolidated School District Child's Elementary A 
Lincoln Consolidated School District Lincoln Brick Elementary School B 
Lincoln Consolidated School District Lincoln Middle School B 
Lincoln Consolidated School District Lincoln Redner Elementary School B 
Lincoln Consolidated School District Lincoln Senior Hiqh School C 
Manchester Community Schools Luther C. Klaqer Elem. School A 
Manchester Community Schools Manchester Hiqh School A 
Manchester Community Schools Manchester Middle School A 

Milan Area Schools Clayton H. Symons Elementary School A 

Milan Area Schools Milan Hiqh School B 
Milan Area Schools Milan Middle School B 
Milan Area Schools Paddock Elementary School A 
New Beqinninqs Academy New Beginninqs Academy C 
Saline Area Schools Harvest Elementary School A 
Saline Area Schools Heritaqe School A 
Saline Area Schools Pleasant RidQe Elementary School A 
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Accreditation Grade 

District Name School Name 
(EducationIYES) 

'Saline Area Schools Saline Alternative HiQh School No Grade 
Saline Area Schools Saline High School A 
Saline Area Schools Saline Middle School A 
Saline Area Schools Woodland Meadows Elementary School A 
School District of Ypsilanti Chapelle Community School B 
School District of Ypsilanti East Middle School C 
School District of Ypsilanti Erickson School B 
School District of Ypsilanti Estabrook School B 
School District of Ypsilanti Forest School No Grade 
School District of Ypsilanti Olive M. Adams Elementary School C 
School District of Ypsilanti Washtenaw County Drop Back In Academy No Grade 
School District of Ypsilanti West Middle School B 
South Arbor Charter Academy South Arbor Charter Academy A 
Washtenaw ISD HiQh Point School No Grade 
Washtenaw Technical Middle College Washtenaw Technical Middle College A 
Whitmore Lake Public Schools Whitmore Lake Elementary School B 

Whitmore Lake Public Schools Whitmore Lake High School B 
Whitmore Lake Public Schools Whitmore Lake Middle School A 
Willow Run Community Schools Cheney Academy B 

Willow Run Community Schools Ford Elementary School B 
Willow Run Community Schools Holmes Elementary School B 
Willow Run Community Schools Kaiser Elementary School B 

Willow Run Community Schools Kettering Elementary School B 

Willow Run Community Schools Willow Run Middle School C 
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District Name Elementary Middle School High School 
Ann Arbor Public Schools Yes Yes Yes 
Chelsea School District Yes Yes Yes 
Dexter Community School District Yes Yes Yes 
Lincoln Consolidated School District Yes Yes Yes 
Manchester Community Schools Yes Yes Yes 
Milan Area Schools Yes Yes Yes 
Saline Area Schools Yes Yes Yes 
School District of Ypsilanti Yes Yes No 
Whitmore Lake Public Schools Yes Yes Yes 
Willow Run Community Schools No Yes No 



District School AYP Phase 
Accreditation Grade Subgroup p~~:- Achieve-

amCl-
Achieve- Attendance! I pation (EducaljonIYES) 

'" 
ment EtA .,.., ment Math Graduation 

Ann Arbor Public Schools Stone filgh School Restructurin Phase 4 and above D-Alert All Students No No No No No 
School District of Y silanti Y sHant! Hi h School Restructuring Phase 4 and above D-Alert All Students Yes No Yes No No 
School District of Ypsilanti Ypsilanti Hi!=lh School Restructurin!=l Phase 4 and above D-Alert Black or African American Yes Yes Yes Yes No 
School District of Ypsilanti Ypsilanti Hiqh School Restructurinq Phase 4 and above D-Alert Economically Disadvantaqed Yes Yes Yes Yes No 
School District of Ypsilanti Ypsilanti Hiqh School Restructurin Phase 4 and above D-Alert White Yes Yes Yes Yes No 
Willow Run Communit Schools Willow Run Hi h School Restructurtr!9._ Phase 4 and above D-Alert All Students No No No No No 
Willow Run Community Schools Willow Run Hi h School Restructuring Phase 4 and above D-Alert Black or African American No Yes No Yes No 
Witlow Run Community Schools Willow Run Hiqh School Restructurinq Phase 4 and above D-Alert Economicall Disadvantaged No No Yes No No 
Willow Run Community Schools Willow Run Hiqh School Restructurinq Phase 4 and above D-Alert White Yes No Yes No No 


