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MEMORANDUM

To: Board of Education Trustees

From: Todd Robertsz%:l‘['

Date: September 4, 2009

Subject: Information Update

The First Day of School

The first day of school is on Tuesday, so if you want to get out and visit a school or two
and soak up the first day excitement, I'm sure folks would love to see you.

H1N1 Preparation

On Wednesday's agenda we will be giving a presentation on the district’s HIN1
preparation. I have enclosed in the Blue Book a copy of a letter from the district and
from the Washtenaw County Health Department that we are sending home to parents
next week, At Wednesday’s meeting we will also do a presentation with information for
parents that we have made available in a presentation on our district website. We have
been working diligently to try and be prepared for what the CDC and Health
Department believe will be a very chalienging flu season. We expect that itis likely we
will begin to experience flu cases within the first month of the school year,

If you have any questions let me know.

Superintendent Goals

I will present the goals we discussed during our retreat earlier this week with the
suggested modifications.

Pioneer Contractor Recommendations

On the agenda for approval is the bid awards for the renovations scheduled for Pioneer.
This is our only action item.

This should be a short meeting.
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

BOARD OF EDUCATION I“ (?J DRAFT
MINUTES

AUGUST 19, 2009 — DISTRICT LIBRARY

TENTATIVE EXECUTIVE SESSION, 5:20 PM - For the purpose of Negotiations and Attorney/Client

Privilege

President Mexicotte called the meeting to order at 5.38 pm.

Present — Trustees Mexicotie, Baskett, Gates-Bryant, Patalan, Neilson

Trusiee Gates-Bryant, supported by Vice President Patalan, moved to go recess to Executive Session

immediately for the purpose of negotiations and attorney/client privilege. On roll call vote the motion carried 5-

0. Trustees Hollier and Friedman absent.

Recessed to Executive Session at 5:38pm

RESUME REGULAR MEETING, 7:00 PM

CALL TO ORDER
7:11pm

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Trustee Holiier led the pledge

ROLL CALL
Present — Trustees Baskett, Gates-Bryant, Hollier, Mexicotte (President), Nelson (Secretary), Patalan

(Vice President)
Absent - Trustee Friedman (Treasurer)
Present from Administration — Allen, Comsa, Trent, Osinski (Recorder)

INTRODUCTION OF NON-VOTING MEMBER AT THE TABLE
President Mexicotte introduced Dr. Todd Roberts, Superintendent of Schools.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Approved by consent.

PUBLIC COMMENTARY
None.

REPORTS
Associations — Youth Senate, BPSSG, AAPAC, PTQC, AAAA, AAEA

No reports.

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS
Performance — no meetings have been scheduled. Meeting schedule will be posted on the website.

Planning — Trustee Gates-Bryant reported that the committee met 8/18. They received bid
recommendation for the Pioneer High School construction. Also received info on energy savings
project. Reviewed meeting schedule. Meetings will continue on Tuesdays at 6:30 pm.

INFORMATION

Facilities Update
Mr. Trent provided an update on the CSIP projects. 97% of the bond budget has been authorized.

Because bids came in 20%-25% lower than expected, many of the schools’ wish list items were

added. Renovations at Pioneer High School are underway.
Page 1 of 2
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of August 19, 2003 DRAFT MINUTES

FIRST BRIEFING

B04-222 — Pioneer Contractor Recommendations

Mr. Trent reviewed the work that will be done at Pioneer and presented the bid award
recommendations. This is the second to the last bid to be presented. The total contract is

significantly below budget, even including alternates.

ACTION — CONSENT AGENDA - scheduled for approval at this meeting

Approval of Financial Institutions
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Nelson, moved to approve the Financial Institutions for

deposit or investment of district funds for FY 2009/10 as presented. On roll call vote, the motion
carried 6-0,_Trustee Friedman absent.

Draft Minutes of the 7/8/09 Organizational Meeting
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Nelson, moved to approve the minutes of the 7/8/09
Organizational Meeting as presented. On roil call vote, the motion carried_ 6-0, Trustee Friedman

absent.

Draft Minutes of the 6/10/09 Executive Session
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Nelson, moved to approve the minutes of the 6/10/09
Executive Session as presented. On roll call vote, the motion carried, 8-0, Trustee Friedman absent.

Gift Offers
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Nelson, moved to accept the gift offers as presented.

On roll call vote, the motion carried, 6-0, Trustee Friedman absent.

ACTION - BOARD ITEMS

MASB Board. of Directors Election

Nelson offered comments in support of Gregery Peoples for MASB Board of Dreictors.

Trustee Nelson, supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant, moved to vote in support of Gregory Peoples for
a 3-year term on the Reqgion 7 MASB Board of Directors. Further, the Executive Secretary o the
Board of Education_is directed to complete and submit the electronic ballot. On roll call vote, the

motion carried 6-0, Trustee Friedman absent.

SUPERINTENDENT’'S REPORT
Dr. Roberts gave his report.

ITEMS FOR AGENDA PLANNING
Opening Day @ Pioneer on September 1, and Board Retreat September 2.

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD

ADJOURNMENT
7:42 pm
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Aug 13, 2009
Athlatic Turf Maws

ANN ARBOR, Ml — It used to be that summer field days for sports {urf managers focused almost
exclusively on turfgrass and baseball infields. Not anymore, With the explosion in the installation of
synthetic turf sports fields, today's sports field managers have o know how to take care of turfgrass
and synthetic surfaces. His or her jeob, after all, is to provide the safest and most playable sporis

surfaces, regardiess.

Ninety-eight participants showed up for the recent Field Day put tegether by Dana Davis and his
Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association team and sponscred by Pioneer Athletics, headquartered
in Cleveland, OH. The Field Day took place on a cloudy but pleasant July 22 at modern Skyline

High School here.

The newly built Skyline High School opened just this past school year, in August 2008, to alleviate
crowding at two other public high scheols in Ann Arbor, Huron and Pioneer High Schools. Everything
there is new, including the stadium and synthetic sports field where the participants met.

Presenters at the Field Day included:

« Herb Combs, Penn State University, who provided infermation about maintaining natural and
synthetic turf

» Chris Flore, Pioneer Athletics, who gave attendees some field-level instruction on field marking

+ Brad Morgan, Morgan Composting, who offered valuable information on composting-based fertility
programs and organic materials

+ Charlie Coffin of the Detroit Lions who explained some of the technigues used by the pros in
painting natural and synthetic turf, including the use of stencils

» Ron Calhoun, Michigan State University, who gave the attendees practical information on weed
contral

Take advantage of field days in your state or region, They always offer excellent information and give
you an opportunity to get to know, network with and share information with other professionals facing

the same challenges as you do.

Enjoy the following images, courtesy of the Michigan Sports Turf Managers Association.

oo ERpare




"~ Charlie Coffin of the Detroit Lions

98 sports field managers and guests attended the
MSTMA event

] Eve.rythi“ng is ﬂe\x\;r at S.kyi.iné Hf.gh School
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Schaeis receive
$16,000 grant

The Ann Arbor Branch of
Farm & Garden recently pre-
sented a check for $16,000 ta
the Ann Arbor school district
for the Agrarian Adventure at
Tappan Middle School.

The grant is from the pro-
ceeds of the 19th Annual Ann
Arbor Garden Walk, which
was June 12, -

: — From staff reports
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THIS WEEILIK LOCAL EDUCATION: Ann Arbor
school board holds pair of meetings

Proated: B0 pon, Aoust T 2005 O Comment Comment Mow
The Ann Arbor school board starts back to its normal workload this week with a pair
of meetings.

The bpard's planning commilize will meet at 4 p.m. Tuesday in the district's
administrative offices.

On the agenda is a review of bids for work at Pioneer High School and an energy
5avings program.

The full board will gather at 5:30 p.m., Wednesday in closed session at the
downtown Anm Arbor District Library to discuss, among other things, negotiations
with the teacher's union.

At 7 p.m., they'll deal with a pretty light agenda in a session apen to thes public,

Among the items or the agenda ie the same Pioneger High School work being
discussed the night before and an update on the district's bond construction work.

28 Shara this post = Tags: Are Arbor scheat boeard, Are Arbar schoals, This week i0 fzeal soucdion
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Ann Arbor schools construction work
to be done in time for opening day

L 2 Comnents. Comment Now

Fozted: BUUE pon Sugust -0 2009

Construction work at Ann Arbor schools should be wrapped up by the fime students
come back to school in early September, district officials told the school board

Wedneasday night.

Work at Burns Park, Carpentar, Eberwhite, Bach, King, Logan and Morthside
glementary schoals will be wrapped up in time for teachers fo get back in classrooms
next week, Randy Trent, the district's executive director of physical properties, said.

The wark on those schools included items such as new flooring, heating systems
work, new cabinets and renovations to lobhies.

in addition, the district did Americans with Disability Act work on 22 schools this
surmmer. That largely desalt with improving access to schools and concrets work,
Trent said. Sixteen of those projects are complete, with the others scheduled to be
done by the start of schoo! Sept. &.

Work is also wrapping up at Huron High School, Trent said.

The projecis are being funded by a band passed by voters in 2004 that renavaied all
the districts schoals and built Skyline High School.

The board has awarded 97.7 percent of all the work to be done in the project, Trant
said.

Still awaiting bids fo be awarded are projects at Pionger High School, the purchass
of some buses and about 51.5 million left far &n early childhood classroom addition if
the district decides it needs the space.



Ann Arbor school district taking
Option Magnet program apphcatlons

Posted: 4:99 P AUgust 8, 2000 O Comment. Cormert Mow

The Ann Arbar school district's Opfion Magnet program is accepting applications for
the 2008-10 schoo! yvear from now until Sept. 11.

Applications will be available at Cormmunity High School and onling op the CHS Web
site.

Applications can be sent by mail to Community at 401 N. Divislon, Ann Arbor, Ml
48104 or dropped off the school, faxed to 734-894-0042 or e-mailed to
Jaguetisggaaps.kl2. mius,

The program aliows studenis to use a variety of classes, including one-on-ons
instruciton, online, small group seminars or a combination.

The program is available to Ann Arbor, Chelsea, Dexter, Lincoln, Manchester, Milan,
Saline, Ypsilant, Willow Run and Whitmore Lake students.

S2  Srare this poat - Tags: Arn Arbar sohosls, Coremority High Scheol, Options Magnat



* Former bus driver, Ann Arbor Public
evoies  Seohools sued in sex assault case

C T Comments, Comment Mo

Dagted 607 porAugast 20, 2323

Anrt Arbor Public Schools failed to properly monitor g bus driver, which allowed him
to groom a student for three vears and sexually assault her, according o a lawsuit

filed today.

The girl and her mother are suing the former award-winning driver, 41-year-cld
Olumide Osuntuyi of Yspilanti Township, and the schoo! system, seeking an
unspecified amount of money.

The sult was filed In Washtenaw County court, whare a judge sealed the plantifl's
names.

Liz Margalis , Aht Arbor Public Schools spoksswoman, could not immediately be
reached for comment tanight.

Osuntuyl is at Washtenaw County jail, officials said, serving a one-year sentence
after pleading guilty to second-degree criminal sexual conduct and fourth-dagree

criminal sexual conduct.

Authorities sald he had sexual encounters with the 14-year-old during a two-week
nariod in Becember 2007

The city's school board gave him a Commitment to Excelience award that year,
honoring him for his ability fo build relationships with students.

The schoot system encouraged drivers (0 "develop personal relationships” with
students on its buses, the suit states.



The victim began riding his bus in the sixth-grades.

Csuntuyl groomed female students, the suit alleges, giving them candy and birthoay
cards and calling them on the telephone.

YWhen the victim was a freshrman at Huran High Schoal, she confided in him about
family prablems, but he changed the subject o sex, according to the suil.

He kept her on ths bus late in the morning and afternoon, waiting uniil they were
alone to kiss her and ask her fo touch him inappropriately, the suit alleges.

Ultimately, he had sexual cantact with her without her consent, the suit siales.

Another female student had complained that Osuntuyi sexually harassed her, and
the school system responded by taking her off ks route, the suit slleges.

At one point, the schoal system reprimanded him for handing out candy to students
on the bua.

The victim has suffered panic atlacks, nightrmares, loss of self-estesm, distrust of
men, distrust of people in authority and had other problems as a result, the suit
alleges.

Her mother also has suffered, the suit siates, including nightmares, weight loss and
worry about her daughter's future.
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Stop the presses forever

Daily newspaper's death leaves Ann Arbor at a loss

Sunday, August 23, 2009 3:36 AM
BY JOE HALLETT

THE COLUMBUS DISPATCH

ANN ARBOR, Michigan -- As she prepared informational packets
for school board members 10 days ago, secretary Amy Osinski
velled a question to her boss that probably wouldn't be asked in a

city with a daily newspaper.
"Hey Liz, what shouid we do about clipping articles now?"

Liz Margolis, director of communications for the 16,500-student
Ann Arbor school district, was preoccupied with other effects from
the local paper ceasing daily publication three weeks earlier. Two
of her three teenage sons were competing in the city's annuatl
junior golf tournament, and she could find nary a story or photo

anywhere.

"The Ann Arbor News covered the heck out of it," Margolis said,
lamenting the loss of a companion for her boys.

"Even though they're online all day, not having that sports page at
night is a tragedy. My middie son took the sports pages to bed
every night and studied the box scores.”

Across this city of 114,000, residents are coming to grips with the
loss of their venerable daily newspaper, replaced by a Web
version. Declining ad revenue and a prolonged recession are
ravaging the newspaper industry, last year killing such iconic
mastheads as Denver's 149-year-old Rocky Mountain News and
the 146-year-old Seattle Post-Infelligencer.

But Ann Arbor -- with its powerhouse university, world-class
medical center, well-educated populace and an economy the envy
of a down-and-out state - seems an unlikely destination for the

ink-stained Grim Reaper.

PAUL SANCYA | ASSOCIATED PRESS
Don McDevitt reads the final
edition of The Ann Arbor News
on July 23.
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67, said as he checked the stock market on his taptop at Espresso

Royale Caffe on Ann Arbor's vibrant Main Street.

"To me, it's a big loss because | don't like reading news on the
Web. | like the feel of a newspaper in my hands, having the
stories and ads all in one package."

Maurer and others in A2, as it is known, already are starving for
news about the city's schools, government, cultural life and
biggest employer, the University of Michigan.

Nate Hurley, 35, a financial analyst for Ford, has The Wall Street
Journal delivered daily to his home, but wonders what's
happening around town since the News stopped daily delivery.

"It's been hard to come home and not have it there," Hurley said.
"After being at work all day and looking at a computer screen, it
was nice to relax and read it on the couch. It was good for
knowing what was going on in the city and the state.”

LEISA THOMPSON | ANN ARBOR
NEWS/AP
Ann Arbor News employees
console each other on the
newspaper's last day.
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THE COLLIMEUS DISPATCH

For public entities accustomed o newspaper coverage, the loss of the News is forcing an unwanted

role reversal -- now they make the news and deliver it.

"Qur office is literally having to be the content creator," said Bruce Madej, director of media relations

for UM athletics. "We used to be the enablers.”

Madej has a more disconcerting concern: " don't know who the watchdogs are anymore."

The Ann Arbor News was born in 1835, two years before Michigan became a state. It died July 23
when its out-of-town owner, Advance Publications, killed it in favor of AnnArbor.com, an online
offshoot of the newspaper. The company kept Thursday and Sunday print editions, also called
ArinArbor.com to help brand the Web site and keep the newspaper's most profitable ad days.

“Thirty years into the business, that's not what | thought would happen,” said longtime

newspaperman Tony Dearing, now the Web site's "content director.”

But as editor of The Flint Journal, alsc published by Advance, Dearing said he saw what newspaper
executives across the country have faced: "declining revenues, declining staff and declining news
hole. We were in a downward cycle, and | didn't see any way out of it."

The Newhouse family, owner of Advance, a group of about 20 newspapers including Cleveland's
Plain Dealer, is using Ann Arbor as a media laboratory to answer a guestion reverberating through
the publishing industry: Can the country get along without printed newspapers in the digital age ?

“It's the great national expenment,” said UM Athletic Rirector William C. Martin.

"Where better to try it than Ann Arbor, where even old ladies go on line," said 70-year-old
Washtenaw County Commissioner Leah Gunn, an Ann Arbor resident for more than 40 years.

Despite newspapers' battered bottom lines, it's far too soon to write the industry's obituary, said
Kenneth A. Paulson, former editor of USA Today and chief executive officer of the Newseum, a

Washington-based museum dedicated to the First Amendment.
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that last year only 14 of the nation's 1,422 daily newspapers went out of business. "Until we bounce
back economically as a nation, you can't get a realistic sense of where the newspaper industry is."

Paulson said that newspapers "still are significantly profitable and viable for the long run,” adding
that the value they bring to communities "cannot be replaced by any number of tweets or Facebook

postings.”
Ann Arbor is the first substantial city in which the only daily newspaper has given way to a Web

version. AnnArbor.com is one of three Web sites -- along with the Ann Arbor Chronicle and the Ann
Arbor Journal -- trying to fill the void left by the News.

In one sense, Dearing said, Ann Arbor is a digital throwback to the halcyon days of "when you had
maybe three newspapers competing in a way that communities were better covered. With online,
it's & more competitive environment and there are more sources of news and, in a way, it's better

for the community.”

With 35 full- and part-time newsroom employees, AnnArbor.com has about haff as many as did the
News, but still enough to do the job, Dearing said.

"What | hear from the community is what they really want to preserve is the watchdog journalism
~and a credible news source,” he said, confident that AnnArbor.com is succeeding.

Around town, though, people are withholding judgment and many have not automatically defaulted
to AnnArbor.com. Joan Lowenstein, an attorney who formerly taught communication law at UM,
said many in Ann Arbor can't overcome the newspaper habit and resent that Advance didn't give

them a chance to help save the News by paying more for it.

"There's a whole segment of the population that just isn't going to lock at an online newspaper
everyday and most of them probably are over 50," Lowenstein said. "It's not second nature to think

of that as a source of news."

A member of Ann Arbor's City Council from 2000-08, Lowenstein referred to an income-tax
increase the council was contemplating for the November ballot and said, "I don't know how they
would ever be able to convince people it's needed without newspaper coverage.”

County Commissioner Gunn was no fan of the News, but doubts that residents are better informed
by AnnArbor.com: "lt's the comments, the blogging that goes on after the (online) stories. [t's out of
control. Many of those blogs have misinformation in them. They distort the public debate.”

With the daily newspaper gone, Margolis said Ann Arbor schools are expanding outreach to parents
and students and will hire a "district editor” to oversee new in-house publications.

But Margolis said the district suffers by not having the inherent credibiiity of a newspaper vetting
school news befare publishing if, conceding a greater potential for the schools’ own newsletters to

be perceived as propaganda.

"What we don't have is that journalism window of a third party so it's just not us telling the story.”

As he watched the Wolverines practice football, Athietic Director Martin said he was from the old
school: "t haven't personally made the changeover to go online for news."

Martin made a fortune in real estate and started the Bank of Ann Arbor before joining UM. As one of
the bank's directors, Martin said it advertised regularly in the newspaper and now is uncertain how
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"We don't know," he said. "We may try lots of things. The void is trying to be filled by two or three
online publications.”

Martin is facing another digital-age dilemma -- what to do with the burgeoning band of Wolvering
football bloggers. “If they become the quasi-press, who are you going to put in the press box?"

Jhallett@dispatch.com
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Writer from Ann Arbor, Cherry
Cheva, branches out from
"Family Guy to teen novel

o T 0 Comment. Sommeant Bow

Posted; 5157 aan August D4, 2003

Law school probably isn't the most common roule
through which to get a fabulous Hollywood writing
b, but it worked for Ann Arborite Cherry
Lhevapravatdumrong.

Aftar graduating frorn Huran High Schoof in 1585
(fuli disclosure: we were classmales), she headed
o Yale for a degree in psychology and then to New
York Univearsity for her law degree — despite naot
really wanting to be a lawyer. "By the fime | staried
taw school, | thought, "This is not gonna happen,”™
she said by phone fram Los Angeles, Calif. * didntwant o go. | was
interested in TV and writing, but | was just too scared.” And then there ware
her parents’ reminders of the value of a good education. Besides, New York
City didn't seem to be a bad place for a person inferested in the
entertainmant industry, so she decided she'd ai least show up.

"l thought | would drop out. But then itwas a semaster, and then a year, and
then I'm halfway done so | might as well finish it it was basically me
delaying the inevitable "



That came pretly much the minute she had her degree in hand. ™| said,
‘Forget it," put all my stulf in the car and drove o LA | didn't know anyone,
but ! had no more school o go to."l guess getiing a jcbon a TV show was
the ultimate goal in the back of my head, but | didn't think | was going to be
ahle to do it because the odds are against yvou,” she stated (or maybe more
accurately, understated). "Until it happened, | had no idea it was going to
work. So f just said, I'm gonna try.” She found a job as an assistant o an
agent and staried writing test scripts, working har way around as an
assistant to TV executives until she landed on the staff of the Jason
Alexander sitcom "Listen Up" — which lastad one whopping season. But
she'd put in enough good face time (o get an agent and make some
contacts. *] feel like everyone doegs the same thing,” she said. “You've gaot io
meet people and write the scripts.”

So when the animated series “Family Guy,” whose DVD sales from its
shori-lived first run so impressed 20th Century Fox Television that it made a
historic comeback from canceilation, returnad fo the airin 2004,
Chevapravatdumrong managed to get hersalf on board (and has since
worked her way up {o the position of supervising producer), Asked ifitwas a
good fit, her answer is instantaneous: "Oh God, ves. | thought it was
hilarious before | worked on it | just [ike fsughing all day; | think there are
very few jobs whare you know that 30 seconds afier vou walk in, evervone's
faughing. Our job is to show up and make each other laugh all day.”

Weil, it's a little more involved than that, After all the oullining, drafting,
reading, table-reading with the aciors, sketching, editing, sending to Korea
(where the animation is done), retuming and fine-tuning, it can be a yearor
more from the assignment of an episode o its airing. Which is kind of a long



legd time. *] know!” she laughed. "We're rewriting an episode now that isn't
going to be on TV uniil 2011, it's kinda nice sometimes, because by then
you've fargotien what happens.”

Good things apparently come to those who wail, judging by this year's
Emmy Award nomination for Qutstanding Comedy Series — ths higgestihe
show has come up for yet, despite 10 appearances on the nominese list {it's
a regular in the Outstanding Animated Program category) and three wins
ffor Dutstanding Individual Achievement in Animation, Outstanding Music
and Lyrics and Qutstanding Voice-Over Performance). There’s another
easy, gensrous [augh when | ask how ane finds out that kind of exciting
news. “lt depends on how high up in the food chain you are. If you're my
boss, you get a phone call at 5:30 in the morning, but if you're me, your
brother calls and tells you at a normal time.” She doesn’t know yet if she'll
be one of the lucky souls taking a strall down the red carpet (tickets arg
limited and only those with particular job tittes are guaranteed a seat).

It would ke enough of a story to stop there, but no. This whole glamorous,
award-winning, Holiywood TV gig? Yeah, that's just her day job,



Chevapravatdumrong also just published
her third young adult novel, "Cuplikagia”
(Harper Teen}, about an overachieving high
school senior named Kate who's trying to
manage a crushing schedule of activities
and get into Yale with her boyfriend. Passing
aut afler a grueling night capped off by a
computer malfunction, she wakes up o find
that a long-discarded avatar from a game
called Simulife has gained
three-dimensional status — and come for a

visit. | ANGVEL BY CHERRY CHEVA

This is predictably disturbing fc Kate at first,

bt the alter-ego seams plenty eager to plgase, and it doesn'ttake long to
figure out that a spare self could be the answer to her time management
problems. Unfortunately, the “"dupliKate” quickly develops an inconvenient
sense of autonomy, putting serious strain on the life it's taking all Kate has
io keep chugging in the right direction. (Frankly, I'm dying to give away the
ending, because if you've read this far into this article, you'd appreciate it —
but 1 won't, You'll have to check it cut for yourself.)

What draws Chevapravaidumrong {who wtites under the name Cherry
Chevallp the young-adult genre? “Okay, well, I'm 13 years old at hear,” she
confessed. “Maybe 10. | like teenagers.” As much as anything elsa, though,
she says she sort of fell into it her first book, "She’s 5o Money,” was setin
high school but marketed as a crossover, and she noted that it's the
publisher, not the author, whao decides in which category a book is placed.
At any rate, iU's fine with her. "1 like that stuff. | fee! like | remember high




school pretty well, and it seems natural to me. | justhave no problems
flashing back there. | don't think | set out to do i, but it happened and | feel

fike it works.

“And also now that I'm in i, the YA world, everyone’s so nice o each other,
There's this whole blogging community from the writers to the feenagers... |
wouldn'i change it. Everyoneg’s great. Not that | know anything about the
adult literary world, but teenagers get very enthusiastic about things.”

Catech “Family Guy”on Fox at 8 p.m. o Sundays, and tune in to the Emmvs
at & p.m. on Surday, Sept. 20 o see if they got their win. Chenry
Chevapravatdumrong is currently planning an appearance at Ann Arbor
District Library on Dec. 29; keep an eve on their web site for further details.

L eah Dulouchel is a free-fance writer who covers books for AnnArbar.com.

£8. Share this post ~  Tags: bocks, Family Guy, TV
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witH poLL: Defining neighborhoods in
the city of Ann Arbor a tough task

Foged: 230 oL Sunusl 24, 2009 + 24 Comments. Camment Mo

What defines a2 neighborhood?

That's the question the Community Team at AhnArbor.com has been struggling with
over the past faw weeks. Hyperlocal neighborhood coverage is a key part of our
stratagy to make AnnArbor.com of, by and for the community. But before we launch
fuli-foree into trying (o create the kind of rich, hyperiocai content we envision, we
have to define the neighborhoods in the city.

it's important {0 note that this effort is focusing on the city of Ann Arbor and its
neighborhoods. it is separate fraom any strategy we'll have for covering nearby cities
and communities such as Ypsilantl, Chelsea, Saline or Dexier.

So for the past three weeks, we've bean meeating with various folks to get input on
neighborhoods, including Liz Margolis, Ann Arbor Public Schools spokeswoman and
Ann Arbor native. We've talked to a few real estate agents and our neighborhood
contributors.

We've been mulling it over as g team and sorting through maps, city guides,
neighborhood watch info and lists of residential associations.

Our initial list of neighborhoods was based almost entirsly on elementary schooi
attendance areas, along with a geographic quadrant division. We realize this list
misses several neighborhaoods,



There are so many ways to [ook at what defines a neighborheod. We thought about
doing it geographically, in gquadrants, and then by elementary school. We talked
about palitical ward lines, historic district boundaries, parks, major landmarks and
subdivisions. We debated whether some people even dsfine themselves Dy the
neighborhoad they live in - and if they sver would.

Above all, we want our list of neighborhoods to reflect how the community sees itself.
And we also need to be able to create useful content for the neighborhoods we list
on our site since each will have its own page. That may mean some very small
neighborhoods should be listed as part of a larger neighbeorhood since it will be
difficult to create meaningful content for an area that only sncompasses a handful of

houses.

in the future, | envision our neighborhood pages wili have content as diverse as real
estate listings and data, stories from our digital journalists, reports from our
neighborhiood contributors, event listings, wedading and birth announcements, death
notices and cbifuaries, crime maps, forums, classifieds, multimedia galleries ... and
the list goes on.

So below is our current fist and an additional list of neighborhoods we've come up
with after consuliing with others, We'd like your input; take our poll tg select the
neighborhoods you'd like to see on our site, leave a comment below or e-mail me at
StefanigMurray@AnnArbor.com.

is there a neighborhoaod listed that should be combined with ancther? is there a
neighborhood that we missed? is there a neighborhooed listed betow that really isn't a
neighborhood, or isn't how the residents define themselves? Let us know.
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'He hit me first’: teaching kids about
rationalization

3 T G Comment. Somnreri Mo

Fosted: 500 an, AU0us 24 2003

Several years ago, when my son tried to convince
me that he had no choice but to hit hig brother, |
fook the opportunity to teach my kids the word
"rationalization.”

Tha wav | explain It, rationalization works
backwsards from the answer you want by
cherry-picking the logic that gets you to that
answer.

Kids use it to sell 8 slory about how life should go
in & particular way - ke two desserts today
because they didn't have any yesterday, or to
justify why life went the way it did - llke how they
couldn't do their homework because it didn't make sense or how they HAD o hit thair
brother because "he hil me first."

Parents might call them excuses, stories, lies, or even the makings of a future
lawyer. kiy inferest is in teaching my kids to appreciate it's flawed logic because no

matter who oF how oid yvou arg, the minute you forget that you ars vuinerable to this

phenomenon, you can be caught by it



Not to blow these kiddie crimes out of proportion, but it's a slippery slope. Everyone
has a story that justifies his or her actions, Rationalization is used to get out of
responsibilities, maniputate a situation, lie, cheat, get drunk, have affairs,
discriminate, emberzle, behave in all Kinds of abusive ways, bilk people out of
billions of dollars, go fo war.

The trouble with rationalizatior is that it insists we minimize information that doesnt
fit our answer and oversells any logic that does. What makes it tricky Is that there is
usually some plausibility to an argument - albeit sometimes quite twisted.

The only way to sidestep rationalizations is to be honest about any 'unspoken
matives that are pushing you in a particular direction (1 didn't feel like doing my
homewark; | wanted to hit my brother}.

Helping kids test for rationalization is as simpie as asking whether that same
information could be used to come up with a different action (ask for help with
homework; use your words to deal with your brother). Of course, having them admit
that they wanted to hit their brother isn't the end of i, but at [sast now we'rs getling
to the heart of the matter. it can be s0 exhausting to spend all that time just to get
our kKids to admit that they HAD chaoices. Appraciating that moves us much farther
along 50 we can work on acknowledging the anger while challenging the action.

Using real world examples can also be effective. "Above the law" politicians,
unethical busingss and community rnembers, the plots of movies, rmost comedy and
lawyer shows, and gvery advertisement is selling an opportunity o justify an action.
in fact, late night taik show hosts would be out of business without the absurdity of
some of these storigs.

So 1 asked my son if teaching him aboul the word "rationalization”™ was useful. He
didn't hesitate for 2 second in saying yes. Frankly, he is now one of the most truthful
peaple | know. He dogsn't always make the choices | wish he would, but he is always
honest about his rezsons.

S0 does that mean that I'm raising an awessome Kid? Well that works for met

Annie Zirkel, LPC is & local parenting and refationship consiitant, You can find her at
A practiceliaw com. SUBmiE yvaur refationshin guestion fo annie@praciicehow. cam
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New Ann Arbor teachers contract
calls for pay freeze

— - e P o P T A TR it A et
Fasted: 3125 5o, Lugust 24, 2009 -7 3Y Comments, Comniart Mo

Facad with a projected budget deficit, Ann Arbor teachers are considering a contract
with wage freezes for the first time In history.

The tentative contract is now awaiting a ratification vote from the 1,100 union
members.

There's no pay raises this school year, although teachers will continue [0 get step
INcreases for years of service.

And the contract has no defalle on wage adjustments for the 2010-11 school year.
instead, there's a clause in the contract that allows it t0 be negotiated in the future.

"I's a reslify-hased contract,” said Brit Satchwell, who was recently eiscted as the
teachers’ union president. "The district can't see ahead very far when it comes to the
budgel. The union can't see ahsad very far when it comes to the budget.

"The only thing we can predict s a projected budget deficit.”

Ann Arbor Superintendent Todd Roberts agreed.

"We have no idea what the state is going to do {ihis) school vear, much less (the
2010-11) school year,” he said. "This gives us flexibility in addressing wages. We

didntwant fo logk ourselves n."

The 80-plus-page agreement also details other changes for teachers.



Prescription drug co-pays will be going up. But the amount of money the district
confributes for teachers' health care also will go up. Teachers can choose how they
want to spend that money. If thay opt for the most-expensive plan offered, they'l
have {0 pay out part of the cost. if they choose the lower-priced HMO, they'll get
mangy back from the district.

Both sides said that when they sat down this summer to negotiate s new contract, &
multi-year deal was an altractive option o bring some financial planning stability to
the district and helps parents and staff plans schedules.

The district's projected finances are stiil in flux. The state hasn't vel determined how
much per-pupll funding (the district's main source of revenue) Ann Arbor will receive
this or next school year.

And a countywide enhancement millage is headed to volers Mov. 3. I it passes, Ann
Arbor could get more than $11 million a year from it.

if it fails, and district projections hiold true, Ann Arbor could be facing 8 515 million
hole in the 2010-11 budget.

In addition to pay and benefits, the agreement - which i3 scheduled {0 be voted an
by union membears Sept. 16 and 17 - sats the calendar for the next two years.

Several parants have noted that calendar, especially the district's midwinter break,
doesn't align with calendars for the University of Michigan and Eastern Michigan
University.

A state-mandaied start date of the Tuesday atter Labor Day - 8 week later than
normal - impacted the schedule, officials said, as well a8 a new countywide calendar
for K~12 schools.

The contract also opens up the potential for other changes in the way the digtrict
does business, espacially in the areas of how teachers are svaluatsd and merit pay.
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We felt like it's imporiant to lock at option that might exists (for merit pay),” Roberts
said, "It warrants a collaborative discussion about that as we move forward.”

Satchwell 1an't shrinking fram that discussion.
“This is public education," he said. "The public dictates the agenda. Our job is to
engage that conversation as fully as possibie and with as much information as

possible. | think teachers have all sorts of merit. If's time for that debate. Everything
is on the table.”

Both committees are scheduled to report back by the end of this school year.

David fesse covers K12 educalion for AnnArbor.cam. He can be reached af
davidiesse@rannarbor.cam.

S Share this post - Taga: srr Arbor schozl distrint, Pews-a2, teashers erion



Variety of factors complicate Ann
Arbor school calendar making

Fogted 300 pora sugust 25, 2000 - 33 Comments . Comment Maw

There's no doubi the most-discussed portion of Monday's releass of details of &
tentative agreement bebween the Ann Arbor school district and the teachers’ union
was the calendar for the next fwo school years.

in case you haven't been following all the comments on the ariginal story, let me
biring you up to speed.

The proposed calendar, which {5 set through the bargaining progess between the
district and the union, moved the mid-winter break fror its traditional alignment with
the University of Michigan's bregk.

Avariety of reasons were cited for the maove.

The first factor: U-M's spring break this year was moved to the first week in March.
(Eastern Michigan University's break is the same as U-M).

it Ann Arbor matched its winter break to the university's spring break, that would
mean students would be in class just four weeks between the district's winter break
and its spring break, which i3 set for the first week in April.

Lhstrict and union folks didn't like baving that short length of time between the two
hreaks.



S0 you might think the solution is simple - just have the district move its spring break
back g week or two, creating more distance between the two breaks.

But that's not possible, thanks o another state law.

That law, passed in 2007, mandates that all the schoo! districts in a county adopt a
cammon calendar that has the same weeks for winter holiday and spring break.

Washtenaw County adopted a cormrmon calendar in 2008, But Ann Arbor had an
existing teachers’ contract that had a calendar already established, meaning it didn't
have t0 maich up this year.

The contract, including the calendar, isn't yet set in stone. Ann Arbor's teachers and
then the school board will have to approve the eniire contract.

David Jesse covers K-12 education for AnnArbor.com. Reach him at
davidigase@annarbar.com.



Register for Ann Arbor Parks & Recreation
Fall/Winter classes

1 day ago, cwpires 5 doys fromnow Vishour VWeb site

Registration for Fall/Winter Ann Arbor Parks & Recreation classes/programs has begun.
Cansider playing golf this {all at Huron Hills & Lesiie Park Golf Courses; open swimming or
American Red Cross swim lessons at Mack Indoor Pool; visit the Ann Arbor Farmers Market;
fake a class or trip with the Ann Arbor Senior Center; canoedkaysk at Gallup & Argo Canoe
Liveries; or take ice skating and hockey lessons at Buhr Park and Veterans Memorial ice

Arenas. There's s¢ much o do and fearn.

How do | register?
If vou're reglstering online, visit www.a2gov.org/parks and click the link to AZ Parks Online.

Y¥ou can view and download the new 5B-page program guide on our VWeb site.
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Wage freeze Iooms for Ann Arbor teachers

BY DAVID JESSE
davidiesse@annarbor.com

Faced with a projected
budget deficit, Ann Arbor
teachers are considering a
contract with wage freezes
for the first time in the
district’s history. '

The tentative contract is
now awalting a ratification vote
frorm the 1,00 union members.

There are no pay raises this
school year, although teach-
ers will continue to get step
increases for years of service,

And the contract has no
details on wage adjustments
for the z010-11 school year.
Instead, there's a clause in the
contract that allows it to be
negotiated in the furure.

“Ii’s a reality-based con-
tract,” said Brit Satchwell,
who was recently elected as
the teachers’ union president.
“The district can’t see ahead
very far when it comes to the
budget. The union can't see
ahead very far when it comes
to the budget.

“The only thing we can

predict is a projected budget
deficit”

Ann Arbor Superintendent
Todd Roberts agreed.

“We have no idea what
the state is going to do (this)
school year, much less (the
2010-11) school year,” he said.
“This gives us flexibility in
addressing wages. We didn’t
want to lock ourselves in”

The Bo-plus-page agree-
ment also details other
changes {or ieachers,

Prescription drug copays
will be going up. But the
amount of money the district
contributes for teachers’
health care also will go up.
Teachers can choose how they
want to spend that money. If
they opt for the most expen-
sive plan offered, they’ll have
to pay out part of the cost, If
they choose the lower-priced
HMO, they’ll get money back
from the district.

Both sides said that when
they sat down this summer
to negotiate a new contract,
a multiyear deal was an at-

“tractive option to bring some

. year.

financial planming stability to
the district and helps parents
and staff plans schedules.
The district's projected
finances are still in flux. The
state hasn’t yet determined
how much per-pupil funding
(the district’s main source
of revenue) Ann Arbor will
receive this or next school

Anda county\mde enhance-
ment millage is headed to
voters Now. 3. If it passes, Ann
Arbor could get more than $n
million a year from it.

If it fails, and district pro-
jections hold true, Ann Arbor
could be facing a $15 million
hole in the 2z010-11 budget.

[n addition to pay and ben-
efits, the agreement — which
is scheduied to be voted on by
union members Sept. 16 and
17 — sets the calendar for the
next two years.

Several parents have noted
that calendar, especially the
district’s midwinter break,
doesn’t align with calendars for
the University of Michigan and
Eastern Michigan University.

A state-mandated start date
of the Tuesday after Labor
Day — a week later than noz-
mal — impacted the schedule,
officials said, as well as a new
countywide calendar for K-12
schools,

The contract alse apens
up the potential for ether
changes in the way the district

.. does business, especially in

the areas of how teachers are
evaluated and merit pay.

“We felt like it’s uupux’
tant to look at option that
might exists (for merit pay),”
Roberts said. “It warrants a
collaborative discussion about
that as we move forward.”

Satchwell isn't shrinking
from that discussion,

“This is public education,”
he said. “The public dictates
the agenda. Our job is to
engage that conversation as
fully as possible and with as
much information as pos-
sible.”

— David Jesse covers K-12
education for AnnArbor.com. He
can be reached at davidjesse@
annarbor.com.



Pioneer Theatre Guild wins two
national awards
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Fionser High School's Thealre Guild recently won two awards from Naticnal Youih
Theatre - an organization that highlights and evaluates high school theater groups -
for the school's recent production of "Uringtown: The Musical."

Senior Ashley Park won the award for oulstanding supporting actress in a musical for
her performance as the show's precocious narrator, Liflle Sally, and the show's cast
received tha award for gutstanding ensemble.

To identity award-worthy work, NYT sends gxperts ground the country lo theatrical
productions involving young peaple; this year, 200 productions were considered.

WY T's review of Pionger's "Urinetown” production can be viewed at
hitp:dfenarg nationalyouthiheaire.comireviews/reviaws _plonesr_urinetowr, himl,

Jenn McKee is a sfaff digifal journalist for AnnArbor.cam. You can reach her af
7 34-523-2546 ur fennmckee@annarhor.com or folfow her on Twitfer @iennmeokee,

E8  3hare this post - Tags: FPicnaer High Schodl, Fioreer Theatre Goild, theater



wiTH PoLL: Ann Arbor's traffic
roundabouts improve safety, data
shows

[ e . B STE cdrrernts  Comrntesret ] e
Fagtsg: 00 & Ausdst 27 2009 - o4 Comments, Comnaent Mo

With Washtenaw County road officials planning more roundabouts in the coming
years, naw dafa concludes traffic circles recsntly built in Ann Arbor have reduced the
number and severity of accidents.




Statistics compiled by the Southeast Michigan Councii of Governments show that in
2008 - the first full year after the roundabouts at Maple Road and M-14 near Skyline
High School were completad - accidents there dropped nearly 40 percent, from 13 in
2007 to 8 last year. The accidents also have been less harmiul, sccording (o the
SEMCOG data.

That evidence matches what road and law enforcement officials have been saying
about roundabouts - not only do they reduce the number of accidents, but the
crashes that ocour are less severs because speeds at roundabouts are slower than
reguiar intersections.

"They're exiremely safe,” said Steve Puuri, managing director of the Washtenaw
County Rosd Commission. “Any accidants are low-speed.”

Puuri said some common mistakes
drivers make whan negotiating a
roundabout are going oo fast for the
curves, and hesitating upan entry.

According o & guigs o driving
roundabouts on the commission's Web
site, the keys are fo slow down, look fo
the left for oncoming traffic, and yield to
vehiclas already in the roundabout. Trattic
in a roundabout always goes countarciockwise, 3o drivers should never turn left into
one, the guide says. Also, the only reason to stop In a roundabout is to avoid an
accidant.

Even in more complicated configurations, once motorists get used to them, accident
sounts don't increase whare roundabouts ars buit. In Green Oak Township near
Brighton, a siring of three roundabouts built by 8 mall devsloper causad some
uproar among drivers - but SEMCOG statistics show accident rates in 2007 and
2008 were not any higher than before the roundabouts were built in 20086,



Gdre |
W SR

Green Oak Police Chief Bob Brookins said the roundabouts are working weil.

"The severity of crashes s significantly reduced,” he said. "We've had two or three
minor injuries - everybody's at a lower speed.”

A new roundabout was recently completed at Huron Parkway and Nixon Road on
Ann Arbor's north side. And Puuri said more are planned, including two at the
inferchange of Geddes and US-23, ons at Geddes and Earhart near Concaordia
University, and one at Whittaker and Stony Creek in Ypsilanti Township.

Fuurt said rcundabouts cost more to build than fraditional intersections, but save
money in the long term by avolding traffic signal maintenance costs. The roundabout

at Whiltaker and Stony Creek Is budgsted for $1.37 million in the Road
Cornmigsion's current capital improvement plan.

"You're probahly spending a litfle more up front, but in the very short term you're
gatting It back,” Puuri said.

Angd after some Initial concern over the roundabouls near Skyline, Brian Mielewski,
head of the parent-feacher-student organization thare, said he hasn't heard any

dissatistaction about them.
“ haven't fielded any cornplaints from parents,” he said.
Click here to take our pall about roundabougts.,

Photos by Lon Horwedel, AnnArbor.com: THE new roundabout on Nixon Road on
Anr Arbor's north side recently opened.

Freelance reporier Dan Mefsier can be reached at danmeisier@gman.com.



Pioneer High School student remains
in juvenile detention in attempted
jogger attack

Fosted 530 poe. Rogusl 26, 2003 18 Comments, Contrrert Mo

A Pioneer High School student charged with attempting to rape a jogger behind
Slauson Widdle School will remain in custody as he awails a pretrial hearing next
muanth, a judge ordered {oday.

The 16-year-old boy is charged as a juveniie with assault with intent fo comrait
crimingl sexual conduct involving sexual penetration, Ann Arbor police Det. Bil
Stanford said.

He will be tried in juvenile court and, if canvicted, could be sentenced (o remain in
state custody up to age 21.

The boy was in shackles as two detention officers led him into a courtroom for a brief
hearing this afternocon in Washtenaw County Juvenile Court.

His mother sat next to hir, put her anm around him and gave him a kiss. She and
three others who attended the hearing declined fo comment.

Ann Arbor police say the boy tackled a 23-year-old woman as she was jogging about
8:40 p.m, Aug. 20 on West Washingtan Street, took her to the ground in a grassy
areaz and attempted to take off her jogging pants.

The victim, who i5 a graduate student instructor af the University of Michigan, bit cne
of the boy's fingers and yelled at him, scaring him away, police said.



The victim, who is & graduate student instructor at the University of Michigan, bit one
of the bay's fingers and yelled at him, scaring him away, police sald.

The hoy, who was scheduled to enter his junior year at Pioneer High, was arresied
Aug. 22 after police received a tip.

A pretrial hearing is schedulad for Sept. 28,

Lee Higgins cavers crime and courts for Anndirbor.com. Reach him af
feefiggmsiapnarbor. cort ar 34-823-2527.
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universities say they're prepared for
potential resurgence of swine flu

0 Comments. Commert Mow

Washtenaw County schools,




Saline Schools Superintendent Scot Graden has been blogging as 3 way o easlly
communicate with those in his district. 30 when a few childrern fell ill from the H1M1
novel flu virug, it seemed a natural extension fo begin a blog about it.

That blog has now become & part of Saling's strategy for guickly getlting news out to
parents and students should HT1N1 - commonly known as the swine fiu - become an
issue again during the fast approaching school year.

"We don't want to spread fear and hype, but we want to make surg we're
communicating,” Graden said.

Local schools say they're rebuiiding their emergency contact lists and stocking up on
hand sanitizer and face masks. They're launching public swareness campaigns and
telling parents to be walchiul for symptoms and willing to keep their children home i
they become il

For the past few weeks, school officials have been meeting an a regular basis with
Washtenaw County to get updates; they plan to offer daily updates on how many
children are out sick when school resumes next week.

Schools are warking with local hospitals and public health professionals at a level
officials say hasn't happened before as they make preparations for the anticipaied
rgsurgence of a pandemic fiu in Washtenaw County.

“We don't know when it's going to happen - earlier or later - and we want to be as
vigilant as possible,” said Diana Torres-Burgos, the county's medical director,
“Usually schiools are reflective of what we would start seeing in a community.”



WHAT HAPPENED THIS SPRING

When the H1N1 virds began circulabing in the United States, several local schools
began reporting students who were ill. Ann Arbor's Father Gabrief Richard High
School announced it would close for a week in early May after two students fell ill
with the flu.

Experts say the flu will likely begin to spread quickly at the beginning of the school
season because children will be spending much of their time in close gathering
spaces like classrooms and cafeterias. Many children shars food and drinks and fail
to wash their hands enough or cover their coughs and sneezes.

"Every local hasith departmeant has been mesting with their schouols, thair
businesses, their faith groups, their colleges and universities, especially in
Washienaw County,” said state epidemiologist Eden Wells, "We know we've had a
first wave of the flu, we've had a bit of a reprieve ... but when schools reopen, we'll
have young people In congregate settings again whers the flu could pop up again.”

This flu virus has acted differently from other flu viruses, which usually impact the
older popuiation the most severely. People younger than 24 were mast likaly to calch
the flu and have complications, while those older than 85 were more likely to avoid

catching i, Wells said.



The added concern for
this virus isn't due to the
number of people
becoming ill - if's becauss
of the extreme severity of
symptoms in a small
number of patients and
the unpredictable nature
of a virus that impacts
different demographics
than traditional seasonal

Fa
Tild,

The flu season usually

siarts as early es October
and can last through April.
But this flu didn't die off over the summer and confinued to cause outbreaks in local

summer camps, Torres-Burgos said.

“We know the virus is still in our community,” she said.

Swine flu was first detected in Mexico in April and circulated the globe in weeks.
Between mid-June and mid-August, 110 probable cases were reportad In
Washtenaw County, and more than 3,300 were reported in the state of Michigan.
Offictals warn that those numbers likely aren't close to actual numbers because most
who become Il with the flu never have a reason o report it



WHAT'S HAPPENING AT THE SCHOOGLS

As a federaily-subsidized vaccine for H1N1 becomes available in mid-October,
schools arg preparing to be the main place wherg children get vaccinated.

Children are among the priority groups to receive the vaccine, which is a different
from the seasonal flu vaceine also being recommended by health officials.

But the county still isn't sure how many doses of the vaccing it will receive and at
what rate [t will gat them.

Ann Arbor school district spokeswoman Liz fMargolis said a large part of her job has
become monitoring the regular updates from the county and Centers for Dissase
Contral and Prevention, then communicating those changes to parents and students,
A school nurse likely will be dedicated part-time to following updates with H1N1, she
said.

An initial email will go out to parents this week, she said.

Faollowing CBDC recommendations, parsnts are being asked to keep childran home if
they have flu-like symptoms. Staff are being told to stay home if they're it and
shouldr't return until they can keep a faver down for at least 24 hours without
medication - a process that could take up to five days.



“We understand the burden this guts an familes,
butit's the only way to contain any sart of
sickness,” Margolls sald.

Schools alsa have been asked to create isoiatian
rooms for ghlldren who hawe flu symptoms at
school,

In the Setine dlstrict, the designated isolation
rooms have doors o the outslde of the building
80 students won't walk through tha halls or pass
other children when they leave, Graden said.

I Ann Arbor, the school's heaith ¢linics - which
have cots - wliil likely serve as the Isokation
rooms, Margolis sald, The CDC recommends
slck children wear a mask to prevent spreading
the iliness, but Margolls sald the district likely will
anly 28K aduMts caring for them 10 wear masks
whila thay're in the room. Thay might be asked to
wear masks 25 they walk the hails of the building.

Local districts are stil walting far guldance from
the counly shout when to cantel classes due lo
dlinesses. The CDC suggests schoal closures as
the last posgible resoert, saying It often causes
parents 1o find day care eisewhere and could
iead to further spreading of the wirus.

Lacal publle sehools bagin the day sfter Labar
Day - Sept. B.

“Wie're all dressed up and reasy to go, butwe
Won't knaw more for three 1 four weeks whan wa
get! ail tha kids back,” Craden said.

WHAT'S HAPPENING ON CAMPUS

With students et to move In this week, officials at

Who's AtA
Higher Risk? -

| Loa! and federal officlals saw a dispropor- |
! tionate number of people who were young

or had some other underlying medical !
[ condition - - they were more severely :
y Impacted by this strain of the flu. Those

t people will [tkely be high pricrities to get i

; the vaccine. If they do become il} with i
; fludike symptoms, they should talk to thelr
! heafth care provider as quickly as possible.

Riskfactors include:

: «Women who ate pregnant. Women make

{ up about 1 percent of the U.S, population: at |
{ any glven time, but made up about 6

{ peroent of U.5. swine flu deaths,

« Children. i ocal officlals say people who
are younger than 50 are at increased risk
because thelr bodies have never been

¢ exposed to this strain of the fu, bet those
. younger than 24 seem to be at even higher !
: risk for getting the virus, i
{* People older than 65 seem to have a lower :
; ; risk for this flu strain, but if they become

¢ sick, they have an Increased risk of It being :
! a severe case. {

« Kids and teens whe are receiving long- :
: term aspirin therapy and might be at risk |

for experiencing Reye's syndrome after flu
. virus Infection are at higher risk.

g « Adults and children with asthma, ather

i chronlc putmanary, cardiovaseular, hepatic,
| hematcicgical, neursloglc, neuromuscular,
ot metaholic disorders such as dizbetes are |
! considerad high risk.

?
|
% « Adults and children with suppressed

: immune systems.
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WHAT THE COUNTY [3 RECOMMENDING

The most important thing local residents can do, officials say, is o isolaie
themselves if they become sick. For instance, students can get food delivery
arranged in the residence halls and will be given masks to wear in hallways

and bathrooms, Emst said.

Officials are encouraging residents, particutarty those younger than 24, to
get the vaccine that's been created for H1N1, in addition to the seasonal flu

vaceine.

“People nead to undersiand if's not a new process,” from the production of

the seasonal flu shot that's administered every vear, Torres-Burg
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Residents - particularly parents - are betng urged io be aware, but ngt panic
if their child becomes [, Torres-Burgos said.

"They're really not being asked to do anything differently from whatthay'd
do with the seasonal flu,” she said.

Prolo 1: Liz Margalis, director of communications for Ann Arbor Public
Schoofs, sifts through 5,000 FHINT Influenza posters at the school disiict
headqguarters Thursday afternoon. {Lon Horwedel! | Ann Arbor.com)

Photo Z2: Carl Evers of Hamiltan, Ohio, gets an experimental HINT Flu
vaccing shot for chifdren from Tammy Lewis-McCauley at Cincinnati
Chitdren's Hospital. (AP Photo/ Emest Coleman, The Cincinnati Enquirer}



THIS WEEK (7 ]
County dlstrlcts prepare for the start
ofschool
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The floors are being polished, desks are being cargiully arranged and books are
neatly stacked on bookshelves,

it's back to schooal time.

With students due back in schools next week (all local public schools start Sept. 8),
schools are starting to get back in the swing of things.

School offices opened last week for parents to drop by for regisiration.
Lots of Ann &rbor elementary schoals are holding welcome back picnics this week.

Ann Arbor's teachers will kick off the 2009-10 school year on Tuesday, when they
gather for their traditional opening day cersmony at Pioneer High School.

Teachers will then get plenty of professional development over the next couple of
days.

Az for public meetings this week, the Ann Arbor school board has a couple.

On Tuesday, the board's planning cammittes will meet at 6:30 p.m. in the district's
administrative offices. An agenda wasn't available as ¢f 9 a.m. Monday.

On Wednesday night, the full board will gather at 5:30 p.ra., also in the district's
administrative offices, for its annual board retreat.

2 Comrrents, Coarmrert Mo



On the agenda is a discussion about social climate in the schools, a report from
Superintendent Todd Roberts on Ris goals for the upcaming school year and &

discussion about how the board feels it met its goals for the 2008-08 school year,

BB Share this post - Tags: Arn ArGor schodl board, Are Arbor schoods, This woek in lnoal edsaatiar



with PoLL: Ann Arbor teachers asked
to support school enhancement
mlllage

Fagiaed: 7 T Bd Commants, Cofrmert How

Gebimriber T, 200

U I

f,l

The annual opening day assembly far Ann Arbor's teachers and other staff members
briefly turmed into & campaign rally today as Superintendent Todd Roberts urged
staff members to support & countywide enhancement millage.

“Each of us needs to aclively support (it),” he told more than 1,200 stalf members
who gathered at Picneer High School, *l can't impress an you how important this is.”

After spending several minutes reminding the staff rnembers of how "exceptional”
the Ann Arbor school district 1, Roberts turned somber as he reviewed the district's
finances.

He told staff members the district has cut millions of daliars from its budget over the
last several years and is currently looking at a projected 315 million budget deficit for

the 2010-11 achaotl year. That's equivalent to 200 positions, Roberts said.

The countywide gnhigncement millage, which will be on the Movember ballot, would
place a new 2-mill tax on property owners in Washtenaw County. The money raised
would then be distributed to each of the 10 local fraditional school districts.

For Ann Arbor, thaf would mean an additional 511 millicn a year for five years.

- th & si” g more important thing” facing the district than the passage of the

MHe also showed stafl the slogan that milllage proponents have adopted, "It takes a
millage to educate g chifd.”



hiost of the aopening day celebration was turned aver to Pioneer creative writing
teacher Jeff Kass, who performed selections from his ane-man poetry show.

Teachers will spend much of tha rest of the week in profeszionz! development bef

students arrive an Sept. 8.

David Jfesse covers K-12 education for AnnArbar.com. He can he reached at
davidigssef@lannarbar.caom ar 734-523-2534.

£8  Srarethis post » Tags: Are Arbor schonis, counbewids enborcament millago



Washtenaw County schools looking
at countywide International
Baccalaureate program

Fosiod 008 pr Septamber 2. 2000 2 Gommerts, Cemimant Now

A countywide program for advanced studenis will "very likely” be started by the fall of
20171, Ann Arbor school Superintendent Todd Roberts sald Wednesday.

A committee of lacal school officials has begun the planning process o form some
sort of countywide Intemational Baccalaursate program, Roberts told his school

hoard,

The effort is being supported by &l 10 Jocal traditional school districts and is based
on g consortium model running in Qakland County.

In that model, each district would offer support for the program, and in wim would get
g set amount of seats in the school.

Detsils about how big the school would be, how many seafs each district would get,
the application process and cost still have to be worked out, Roberts sald.

“We're assessing what it might look like,” he said.

Roberts' report came during a wide-ranging review of the district's strategic plan, the
board's goals for the last school year and Roberts' goals for the upcoming year.

Adding International Baccalaureate, which is a rigorous program of [garning used
around the world with advanced students, was one of the goals of the district's
strategic plan.

Roberts said he brought the idea of sharing the prograrn to the county's
superintendents as a way to combine services and operate efficienily.



Roberts said he brought the idea of sharing the program fo the county's
superintendents as a way to combine services and operate efficiently.

The board spent a considerable amount of ime talking abaut efforts to imprave the
social climate at the district's high schools, a long-time area of interest to several
board members.

The district has begun looking at a variety ways (o measure the social climate at the
three comprehensive high schoals - Pioneer, Huron and Skyline.

District officials are also looking at the role of guidance counssiors at the high
schools. Board members told Roberts they want to see counselors spend more time
counseling and working with students and less Bme working on scheduling.

Roherts’ goais for the 2008-10 schoo! year were mostly & repeat of his goals from
the previous year and centered on improving student achievement, reducing
suspensions, continuing to work on equity in the district and the fransition planning
far Huron and Pianeer as Skyline fills up.

David Jesse covers K-12 education for Anndirbor.cown. He can be reached af
gavidigsse@annarbor.com or &t 734-623-2534.

BB Share this post = Tags: ann Arbor school baard, arn arbor schoola, tntereatioral Bacsalaurcate
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Author at library to read

from back-to-school book

With school beginning in
a little over a weelk, it's time
to get back into the swing
of things. Today, from 7 to 8
p-m., at the Piitsfield branch
of the Ann Arbor District
Library, local children’s
author Jacqui Robbins will be
reading from her new back-
to-school book, “Two Of A
Kind”

“Two Of A Kind” is a story
for children in preschool to
third grade. From Jacqui’s
Web site: “Sornetimes a
friend can bring cut the
worst In you ... but a real, true
friend will always bring out
the best.” From the author of
“The New Girl ... and Me,”
“Fwo Of A Kind,” is a sweet,
insightful story about the in
crowd, the outcasts, and the
bravery it takes to be a real,
true friend.

The event aiso includes a
special hands-on activity as
well as a book signing with
the author (books will be on
sale at the event). What a
great way to start your child
off for a brand-new school
vear! The Pittsfield branch is
at 2359 Oak Valley Drive in
Ann Arbor. For more infor-
mation, call 734-327-4200.

Get connected
Make the most of your

end-of-summer weekend and

join in the fun Sunday at the
Gaffield Children's Garden
at the Matthaci Botanical
Gardens. From 1 to 4 p.m.,
celebrate the official grand

opening of this unique space -

for fun, learning, and discov-

TakingtheKids

By Tammy Mayrend
AmnArbor.com contributor

ery, allowing kids an op-
portunity to reconnect with
nature in a playful way.

The garden features
dozens of “special” spaces
including a “sense-ational
garden”; a natural builders
garden; a habitat garden for
exploring and imagining the
homes of wild animals; a but-
terfly garden for attracting
and encouraging butterflies;
secret spaces for children
to find and create their own
places in the garden; and
much more.

The grand opening cel-
ebration will also include
three children’s theater
performances, and music
and activities throughout
the afternoon. Free with no
registration required. For
more information call 734-
G47-7600.

Michigan State Fair

While growing up ene of
my favorite end-of-summer
activities was going to the
Michigan State Fair.,

I know it sounds silly, but
Tactually enjoyed seeing all
of the animals the 4H kids
raised, the horse shows, the
entertainment, the giant
carved butter sculpture

“and of course the midway

and rides — I even liked
the pig races! I grew up just
up Woodward a bit, and I
suppose I took for granted

‘that the fair would always

be around. I am not sure:
why, but last week I was a
bit shocked to hear that this
might be the end of the fair
due to the economy.

The end of the Michigan
State Fair? That can’t be. T'll
never have the chance to win
a blue ribbon for my prize-
winning recipe or overly
large vegetable. That being
said, I haven’t taken my chil-
dren to the state fair since
they were born.

I suppose once I moved to
this side of town we’ve only
attended the Wayne County
and Washtenaw County fairs,
but not the granddaddy of
fairs in Michigan. I'd hate
to lose this great tradition
though, so I would like to
encourage all of my Ann
Arbor friends and families to
attend the fair this weekend
if possible.

1 know it's a 30-minute
drive to the fairgrounds for
us, but really it’s worth the
trip!

The Michigan State Fair
runs through Monday. We'll
be there sometime this week
to suppert the fair for future
generations to enjoy and
hope to see you there as well,

Come and enjoy America’s
first state fair!

~ Tammy Mayrend is an
Internet search marketing pro-
fessional who blogs on local
activities for families af www, =~
anaarbormom.Com.




uPDATED wiTH DaTA: All Washtenaw
County school districts meet federal
AYP standard

Pasted: 10076 a.m. Septermbar 3, 2003

2 B Comments, Comrnent Mow

All 10 traditional schools districts in Washtenaw County met the federal Adequate
Yearly Progress measurements, the state of Michigan reporied this morning.

However, a trio of local high schools didn't mest the guidelines: Ann Arbor's Stone
High School, Willow Run High School and Ypsilanti High School,

AYP shows how well schools and schoal View reports for ali
districts are meeting common standards Washtenaw County
of academic performance. schools
Performance objectives need o he met

for AYP. By 2013-14, schools need 1o

have all their students 100 percent The state of Michigan released
proficient on the MEAP (for elementary AYP status and grades for
and middle schoo! students) and the all schools and districts in the state.
Michigan Merit Exam (for high school Click on each link below to view a
studenis). PDFE showing how your school did.



I addition, in grades 3 fo 8, schools must

have an average daily attendance rate of Sehools Meeting AYE
85 percent or higher. High schools must

have a 85 percent graduation rate. Districts Mesting AYEF
Al of the items are measured not only for schools kot Meesting AYP

the entire school, but also for subgroups

like special education, conomically

disadvantaged and others. To make AYP, & school has fo have all its subgroups
meet all the criteria. Missing one means the school dogsn't make AYP.

Schools receiving Title 1 funding, a federal prograrn that provides resources to
schools in areas of economic need, could face sanctions under the federal Mo Child
Left Behind Act if the school doesn't make AYP for two or maore years in a row.
These sanctions increase in severity for every year a Title | achool does not make
AYP.

This sfory wilf be updated fafer with dafa from the state, including a fefter grade for
gach schioof in the county.

Cavid Jesse covers K12 educafion for AnnArhor com. You can reach him at
davitjesse@lannarbor com or 734-823-2534.



District Name

School Name

Accreditation Grade
(Education/YES)

Ann Arbor Learning Comrunity

Ann Arbor Learning Commiunity

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Abhot School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Angell School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Ann Arbor Open at Mack School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Bach Elementary School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Burns Park Elementary School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Carpenter School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Clague Middie School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Clifford E. Bryant Comm. School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Community High School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Dicken Elementary School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Eberwhite School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Forsythe Middle School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Haisley Elementary School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Huron High School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

John Allen School

Ann Arbor Public $chools

Lakewood Elementary School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Logan Elementary School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Martin Luther King Elem. School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Mary D. Mitchell School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Northside Elementary School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Pattengill School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Pioneer High School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Pittsfield School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Roberto Clemente Center

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Scarfett Middle School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Skyline High School

No

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Slauson Middle Schoal

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Tappan Middie School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Thurston Elementary School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Uriah H. Lawton School

Ann Arbor Public Schools

Wines Elementary School
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Accreditation Grade

District Name School Name (Education/YES)
Central Academy Central Academy (1-12) C
Chelsea School District Beach Middle Schoaol A
Chelsea School District Cassidy Lake Technical Schoof No Grade
Chelsea School District

Chelsea High School

Chelsea School District

North Creek Elementary School

Chelsea School District

Pierce Lake Elementary School

Chelsea School District

South Meadows Elementary School

Dexter Community Schooi District

Bates Elementary School

Dexter Community School District

Cornerstone Elementary School

Dexter Community Schooi District

Creekside Intermediate School

Dexter Community School District

Dexter High School

Dexter Community School District

Mill Creek Middie School

Dexter Community School District

Wylie Elementary School

Eastern Washtenaw Multicultural Academy

Eastern Washtenaw Multicultural Academy

Fortis Academy

Fortis Academy

Lincoln Consolidated Scheool District

Bessie Hoffman Elementary School

Lincoln Consolidated School District

Child's Elementary

Lincoln Consolidated Scheol District

Lincoln Brick Elementary School

Lincoln Consolidated Schaol District

Lincoln Middle School

Lincoln Consolidated Scheol District

Lincoln Redner Elementary School

Lincoln Consolidated School District

Lincoln Senior High School

Manchester Community Schools

Luther C. Klager Elem. School

Manchester Community Schools

Manchester High Schoo!

Manchester Community Schools

Manchester Middle School

Milan Area Schools

Clayton H. Symons Elementary School

Milan Area Schools

Milan High School

Milan Area Schools

Milan Middle Schocl

Milan Area Schools

Paddock Elementary Scheol

New Beginnings Academy

New Beginnings Academy

Saline Area Schools

Harvest Elementary School

Saline Area Schools

Heritage School

Saline Area Schools

Pleasant Ridge Elementary School
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Accreditation Grade

District Name School Name (Education/YES)
Saline Area Schools Saline Alternative High School No Grade
Saline Area Schools Saline High School A
Saline Area Schoals Saline Middie School A
Saline Area Schools Woodland Meadows Elementary School A
School District of Ypsilanti Chapelle Community School B
School District of Ypsilanti East Middle School C
School District of Ypsilanti Erickson School B8
School District of Ypsilanti Estabrook Schoo! B
School District of Ypsilanti Forest School No Grade
Schoaol District of Ypsilanti QOlive M, Adams Elementary Schoc| C
School District of Ypsilanti Washtenaw County Brop Back In Academy No Grade
School District of Ypsilanti West Middle School B
South Arbor Charter Academy South Arbor Charter Academy A
Washtenaw ISD High Point School No Grade
Washtenaw Technical Middle College Washtenaw Technicat Middle College A
Whitmore Lake Public Schools Whitmore Lake Elementary School B
Whitmore Lake Public Schools Whitmore Lake High School B
Whitmore Lake Public Schools Whitmore Lake Middle School A
Willow Run Community Schoels Cheney Academy B
Willow Run Community Schools Ford Elementary School B
Willow Run Community Schools Holmes Elementary School B
Willow Run Community Schools Kaiser Elementary School B
Willow Run Community Schools Kettering Elementary Schoal B
Willow Run Community Schools Willow Run Middle School C




District Name Elementary Middle School High School
Ann Arbor Public Schools Yes Yes Yes
Chelsea School Distrct Yes Yes Yes
Dexter Community School District Yes Yes Yes
Lincoin Consolidated School District Yes Yes Yes
Manchester Community Schools Yes Yes Yes
Milan Area Schools Yes Yes Yes
Saline Area Schools Yes Yes Yes
Schoo! District of Ypsilanti Yes Yes No
Whitmore Lake Public Schools Yes Yes Yes
Willow Run Community Schools No Yes No




- Tartic- Tartici- -

- Accreditation Grade y Achleve- Achieve- Attendanca/

Distrct Schosl AP Phase {Educrtian/YES) Subgroup P | menteLa | P | mentMotn | Greduation
Ann Arpar Fublic Schocls Srtona_ i gh Schaal Rrstructiuing {Phase 4 and abave) O-Alery All Studeis No Mo Mo Mo Mo
[Scheal Destrict of ¥psilentd ‘fpsianti High Schac Restructuring [Phase 4 and above) J-Alart All Studants a5 Ha Vaz Ho Ao
|Scheol District of Ypsilant: Kpsiant High Schecl Restogctunng (Phase 9 a1d above) -Ale i‘ﬁiack ar Afncan Amer:an By Yes Yed Yoz No
choci Dist (% =haul Heztructuring (Fhaze 4 znd abowe) D-Alert Ecariomically C:szdvantagad a5 Yas Yes e Wa
Wosiant: High Schaa festructuring (Fhase 4 and abave) C-Alert White 5 ‘fes ‘fes Yes [
Wik Bun Hrgh Schiogl Restructuring (Phase < and apave) C-Alert All Studunts Mo MNe [N M o]
un High Schuo nng {"hase 4 and zkove) 0-#or Black or Afdczn Amcricen Ho Tes Ho Tas He
# Run Com munity Run Hon Schon srnrng {*hase 4 and shave) ad Erengm raly Disadvantagad Mo Ma Yas Mo Mo
TAGL Hun Hich Schocl [Restruciuring [Phase 4 and above : - Alert |t o5 Ha ‘fes Mo Yo

Wiilcw Hun Carmmuimiy




