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) Ann Arbor Public Schools Todd Roberts, Ed.D.

2555 South State Street Superintendent of Schools
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 robertst@aaps.k12.mi.us
734,994 2230

MEMORANDUM

To: Board of Education Trustees

From: Todd Roberts

Date: QOctober 23, 2009

Subject: Information Update

Information Presentation

At Wednesday’s Board meeting we will have a presentation about our environmental
education program and the school district’s environmental conservation efforts. This is
similar to the presentation we gave to the Gray Panthers group a few weeks ago. [
believe that it is very informative and points out the significant efforts we make to both
educate our students and be good examples of environmental stewardship.
Environmental education teacher Dave Szczygiel, physics teacher and planetarium
director Stephen Schaffer and Randy Trent will do the presentation.

School Funding Crisis

I have included in the Information Packet (Tab 1) an update on our school funding as it
stands today. It has been an amazing week regarding school funding. Our funding has
been reduced by $398 per student this week with another $127 per student reduction to
take place in 30 days unless the state addresses the shortfall in the School Aid Fund. In
the Information Packet I have included a letter that I have drafted explaining the
funding situation for AAPS. This letter will be posted on our website and school
websites. It will also be sent to staff. Along with my letter I have provided you with
information that came from the state regarding the funding reductions. This
information may be helpful in understanding what is happening in Lansing, if that is
possible.

If you have any questions let me know.

H1N1 Update

I have included in the Information Packet (Tab 2) an update that we are sending to
families regarding HIN1. The state and our district are seeing an increase in flu like
illnesses. We are working with the Washtenaw County Health Department to host
HIN11 vaccination clinics at Huron (11/5) and Pioneer (11/10). Since the Health
department has only received 30% of its shipment of the HINT vaccine, the clinics will
only provide vaccinations to the priority groups listed in the letter.

If you have any questions let me know.



Second Briefing Items

The contracts for Pediatric Therapy Associates, Environmental Services, Asbestos and
Lead Paint Abatement, and Integrated Pest Management Services are all on the agenda
for second briefing. If you have any questions let me know.
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2 Ann Arbor Public Schools Todd Roberts, EA.D.
2555 South State Street Superi
perintendent of Schools
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 robertst@aaps.k12.mi.us
734.994.2230

Qctober 23, 2008

Dear Ann Arbor Public Schools Parent/ Guardian:

With all of the news this week coming from Lansing regarding school funding, I have
been getting questions regarding the specific impact on funding for our school district.
The State School Aid bill signed this week by Governor Granholm reduced funding for
all school districts by $165 per student. The Governor also vetoed the Section 20j line
item in the School Aid bill that further reduces funding for the Ann Arbor Public
Schools along with 39 other school districts in the state. The veto of Section 20j reduces
our funding by an additional $233 per student. The total reduction in funding for our
school district in the State School Aid bill signed this week is $398 per student which
equals 6.6 million dollars in lost revenue for our school district for the current 2009-2010

school year.

We also received notice today that the state has determined that based on the
Department of Treasury’s projections there are insufficient revenues in the State School
Aid Fund to fund the recently signed budget. Thus, the Governor has issued a proration
order that reduces funding for schools by an additional $127 per pupil that will take
effect in 30 days unless the state finds additional revenues for the School Aid Fund. This
additional reduction in funding will mean another 2.1 million dollars in lost revenue to

our school district this year.

The Ann Arbor Public Schools stands to lose 8.7 million dollars in funding for this
school year. Losing any funding four months into our fiscal year and two months into
the school year creates a significant hardship for the school district. Losing almost nine
million dollars in funding is completely unacceptable. Addressing this loss in funding
mid-year will create financial hardship for the district and may require mid year cuts to
both programs and services.

I would encourage you to contact both the legislature and Governor to help them
understand that reducing funding to our schools by almost nine million dollars is
unacceptable. They need to stop playing political games and work together to address
the state’s budget in a way that adequately funds education for our students. You can
contact Governor Granholm at 517-373- 3400, Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop at
senmbishop@senate.michigan.gov and House Majority Leader Andy Dillon at
andydillon@house.mi.gov . If you have any questions please let me know.

Sincerely,

A Q=

Todd Roberts



STatE oF MICHIGAN
JENNIFER M, GRANHOLM OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR JOHN D. CHERRY, JR.
LT. GOVERNOR

GOVERNOR LANSING

October 19, 2009

Michigan House of Representatives

State Capitol
Lansing, Michigan 48909-7514

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Today I have signed Enrolled House Bill 4447, the state school aid budget for
the fiscal year that began nearly three weeks ago on October 1, 2009. However, [
have disapproved several appropriations in the bill, as authorized by Section 19 of
Article V of the Michigan Constitution. The specific item vetoes are detailed in the
attached copy of the bill, which has been filed with the Secretary of State. While my
approval of this bill will enable the continued operation of public schools and allow
school districts to make scheduled bond payments, the Legislature has much more
work to do to complete a balanced funding plan for our schoeols.

‘As presented, Enrolled House Bill 4447 is fiscally flawed. In simple terms, if
this School Aid bill were a check written on a bank, 1t would be returned for
insufficient funds. By some estimates there may be as much as a $264 million gap
between the expenditures called for in this bill and the School Aid Fund revenues
needed to pay for them. Failure to address this revenue shortfall quickly will only
make future education funding cuts deeper and more destructive to our schools.

As a first step in addressing this shortfall, I have exercised my constitutional
line item veto authority. Specifically, I have disapproved of the following
appropriations, totaling $54.0 million:

» Section 20j of the bill, a provision that would authorize special supplemental

foundation allowance payments totaling $51.5 million for certain districts
with the highest foundation allowances.

» Section 32¢, which would provide specialized funding of nearly $1.6 millien
for secondary prevention services programs.

= Section 57, earmarking $285,000 for advanced and accelerated programs.

s  Section 99p, dedicating $100,000 to assist some districts in providing cultural
experiences to students.

PO, BOX 30013 « LANSING, MICHIGAN 485089 .".-,,
www. rnichigan.gov ’



Michigan House of Representatives
October 19, 2009
Page 2

»  Section 39a(1)(m), a provision that would allow for up to $50,000 in 21st
Century Community Learning Center funds to be used to support the

Michigan After-School Partnership.

» Section 61a(3), a provision that guarantees vocational education funding to a
specific intermediate district up to the amount it received in fiscal year 1997,

or $388,700.

» Section 65(3), that provides funding of $75,000 for a pre-college engineering
program in the Kalamazoo area.

Because these reductions will not fully resolve the shortfall in the State
School Aid Fund, other actions will be necessary. If the Legislature fails to secure
the revenues needed to fully fund the budget it has passed, state law requires a
proration in payments to school districts beyond the mid-year $165 per pupil
reduction already assumed in Enrolled House Bill 4447.

Our schools deserve sufficient funding to fulfill the critical mission we have
given them and they deserve an honest budget that allows them to make necessary
adjustments in their own spending. Enrolled House Bill 4447, as presented to me,
gives them neither. It demands urgent additional action by the Legislature.

To provide direction regarding the implementation of this appropriations act,
I note that Sections 20(15) and 104(2) of the bill include statements of legislative
intent. While the Legislature has the right to state its advice, preferences, or wishes
through a statement of intent, such statements do not impose conditions upon

appropriations and are non-binding.

By presenting me a school aid budget for fiscal year 2010, you prevented an
immediate fiscal crisis in our public schools. However, unless you act to fully fund
this budget, it is only a matter of weeks before that crisis confronts our schools with
additiona] destructive mid-year cuts. There is no time to waste. The time to
complete work on this school aid budget is now.
ResRect

i

/

G i nor
\J

. Granholm




Michigan House of Representatives
QOctober 19, 2009
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Attachment
cc.  Michigan State Senate
The Honorable Terri Lynn Land, Secretary of State



KEY MESSAGES ON SCHOOL. AID BUDGET

Did the Governor sign the K-12 School Funding budget today?

Yes. The Govenor signed the HB 4447 that was presented to her by the State
Legislature. The Governor signed the bill so the state could make its October 20 Schocel
Aid payments to schools. Without a K-12 budget in place, schools may have had to close
their doors or unable to meet their bond payments.

Did the Governor use her line-item veto power and eliminate funding for any
l)
|;rograms.

Yes. The Governor exercised her line-item veto authority on HB 4447 because the State
Legislature spent more money in the bill than they have money to spend. In fact, the bill
was underfunded by at least $60 million. By some estimates there may be as much as a
$264 million gap between the expenditures called for in this bill and the school aid fund
revenues needed to pay for them.

What did the Governor cut from the K-12 budget?

The Governor vetoed funding for the following programs:

¢ Section 20j of the bill, a provision that would authorize special supplemental
foundation allowance payments totaling $51.5 million for certain districts with the
highest foundation allowance.

» Section 32¢, which would provide specialized funding of $1,593,800 for
secondary and prevention services programs.

¢ Section 57, earmarking $285,000 for advanced and accelerated programs.

e Section 99p, dedicating $100,000 to assist some districts in providing cultural
experiences to students,

o Section 39a(1)(m), a provision that would allow for up to $50,000 in 21st Century
Community Learning Center funds to be used to support the Michigan A fter-
School Partnership.

» Section 61a(3), earmarking an extra $388,700 for extra vocational education
center funding in a single county;

¢ Sections 65(3), which would provide $75,000 for an engineering program in a
single county.

If the Governor supports funding for scheols why is she vetoing spending from the
K-12 Budget?

The Governor knows that education is the key to Michigan's economic turnaround and
funding education -- both K-12 and Higher Education -- is a top priority. But the
Governor cannot appropriate money into the budget. She can only sign what state
lawmakers send to her desk and, unfortunately, state lawmakers chose to send her a




budget for K-12 Education that overspends. They have not provided funding for all of the
programs they included in the budget.

Why is the Governor singling out school districts that receive 20j dollars?

The Govemor is not trying to balance the budget on the backs of 20J school districts. In
fact, under the budget that was sent to her desk all school districts will see a $165
reduction in the per-pupil foundation grant. Without the Governor's action today the K-12
Budget would not be balanced and school districts would have to pay the price down the

road.

Does this mean school districts will not see any more cuts?

No. Not only is the budget that was sent to the Governor's desk not balanced, it does not
reflect the State Treasurer’s estimate that the school aid fund will be down $264 million
from earlier projections for the current fiscal year. It is entirely possible that school
districts will be forced to endure further cutbacks beyond the $165 per pupil cut and the
vetoes approved by the Governor today.

Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop has been quoted that the Senate passed a

balanced budget. Why is there a discrepancy in what he said and the budget that
was sent to the Governor?

The Senate Republicans voted on a budget that was funded, in part, with revenues that
were transferred from the general fund, even though all the money in that fund was
already spent in other budgets. In short, Senator Bishop has given school districts an
IOU and school districts cannot operate on 10Us,



JENNIFER M, GRANHOLM OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR JOHN 0. CHERRY, JR.

1T, GOVERNCA

GOVERNOR LANSING
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Liz Boyd
Qctober 19, 2009 {517} 335-6397

Governor Granholm Signs State School Aid Budget,
Warns That K-12 Education Underfunded
Governor vetoes 854 million in appropriations

LANSING - Governor Jennifer M. Granholm today signed the state school aid budget bill
for the 20140 fiscal year, but warned that the budget presented to her by the legislature is seriously
underfunded.

“The school aid budget presented to me is inadequately funded,” Granholm said. “If this
school aid bill were a check drawn on a bank, it would be returned for insufficient funds. To bring
the budget into balance, I have vetoed $54 million in appropriations. But even these reductions will
not fully resolve the shortfall,

“While my approval of this budget will allow public schools to keep operating and school
districts 1o continue making scheduled bond payments, the legisiature has much more work to do to
complete a balanced funding plan for our schools.”

If State Treasurer Robert J. Kleine indicates later this week that reduced revenue will result
in a further shortfall in the state school aid fund, state law requires a proration in payments to
school districts beyond the $165 per pupil reduction already approved by the legislature.

The school aid budget as presented to the governor authorizes the expenditure of $12.9
billion to support Michigan’s K-12 education system in fiscal year 2010, including $10.8 billion
from the state school aid fund, $1.6 billion in federal funds for education, $45¢ million in federal
Recavery Act funds, and $38.1 million from the state’s general fund.

This represents a decrease of $382 million, or 2.9 percent, in total expenditures from the
prior state fiscal year. More than $260 million of that decrease is achieved by the across-the-board

reduction of $165 in per pupil funding.

#HH#

GEORGE W. ROMNEY BUILDING » 111 SOUTH CARITOL AVEMUE » LANSING, MICHIGAN 46909
wiww. michigan. gov



Subject: School Aid

We don't have final info at 6:30 p.m. Monday but the governor apparently
has signed the school aid bill after vetoing Section 20j. No veto message
has been made available, but news accounts suggest she vetoed $54
million and 20j includes $51.8 million. See the attached on your 08-09
allocation should you be contacted by the press. 1'll share when | know it.

Rick Simonson

Section 20 Adjustments - FY 2003-09
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Section 20j Adjustments - FY 2008-09

District Per Pupii Sec 20j Total S 20j
Code District Name County Foundation _ {Incl in Found) Allocation
02020 BURT TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT ALGER $10,577 $180.08 $11,948
03080 SAUGATUCK FUBLIC SCHOOQLS ALLEGAN $8,820 $300.05 $248.066
11340 BRIDGMAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS BERRIEN $8.843 3298.38 $286,245
17050 DETOUR AREA SCHOOQLS CHIPPEWA $9,528 3247.82 $51.309
23490 QOMEIDA TOWNSHIP S/D #3 EATON $11.171 $167.76 $2,446
32130 PORT HOPE COMMUNITY SCHOQOLS HURON $9.447 $252.21 $23,110
32260 COLFAX TOWNSHIP 3/D #1F HURON $6.,317 $263.00 56,620
33010 EAST LANSING SCHOOL DISTRICT INGHAM $8.621 $314.45 $1.038 848
33215 WAVERLY COMMUNITY SCHOOQOLS INGHAM $9.148 $275.46 $812,500
50010 CENTER LINE PUBLIC SCHOQLS MACOMB 310,034 $211.02 $574,937
50200 SOUTH LAKE SCHOOLS MACOMB 59,447 $263.42 3586272
50230 WARREN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS MACOMB $9,571 $24526 53,701,905
50240 WARREN WOODS PUBLIC SCHOOLS MACOMB 59,228 $270.11 $860,349
52110 REFUBLIC-MICHIGAMME SCHOOLS MARGUETTE 38,071 $281.85 $39.054
56010 MIDLAND PUBLIC SCHQOLS MIDLAND 38 504 $293.:1 $2.487.415
58080 JEFFERSON SCHOOLS (MONROE) MONRQE 511649 $148.96 $313,558
83010 BIRMINGHAM CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT QAKLAND $12 366 §122.23 $953,631
63040 SCHOQL DISTRIGT OF THE CITY OF ROYAL QAK OAKLAND $9.340 $261.80 $1.352,459
63060 SOUTHFIELB PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT OQAKLAND 511,448 $156.78 51,336,956
63070 AVONDALE SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $8,755 $304.10 $1,124 191
63080 BLOOMFIELD HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT QAKLAND $12,443 $118.25 $625777
63090 CLARENCEVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $8,564 §318 87 5574 556
63100 NOVI| COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT QAKLAND $9,080 $280.58 1,716,367
63150 TROY SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $6,523 $248.18 $2,949,550
53160 WEST BLOOMFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $9.375 $258.94 $1.707 414
63200 FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $10,556 $191.22 $2,212.809
63280 LAMPHERE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OAKLAND $10,926 $177.00 $437 512
63290 WALLED LAKE CONSQLIDATED SCHOOLS QAKLAND $8,926 $291.38 54,468,411
80240 BANGOR TOWNSHIP S/D #8 VANBUREN 58,801 $301.98 $6,493
81010 ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS WASHTENAWY $9,723 $233.35 $3,742 866
§2030 DEARBORN CITY SCHOOL DiSTRICT WAYNE $9,083 $280.72 %4 875 565
82045 MELVINDALE-NORTH ALLEN PARK SCHOQLS WAYMNE $8,262 326727 5730532
82055 GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOQLS WAYNE $10,382 $195.09 $1,655929
82095 LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS WAYNE $8 594 $316.81 $5.012 460
82120 RIVER ROUGE SCHOQL DISTRICT WAYNE $9.104 §279.17 $302,503
82130 ROMULUS COMMUNITY SCHOOLS WAYNE $9,138 $276.63 %$1,076.495
82155 TRENTON PUBLIC SCHOOQLS WAYNE $9.031 $285.11 $778,681
§2300 GROSSE ILE TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS WAYNE $9,075 $280.63 $523,111
82320 CITY OF HARPER WOOQDE SCHOOLS WAYNE $8,497 $323.61 $390,762
842390 NORTHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WAYNE $8,539 $320.87 52,213 887
TOTAL $51,823,509
10418/2002

Prepared by House Fiscal Agency



STATE OF MICHIGAN

JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM OFFICE OF THE STATE BUDGET _ ROBERT L. EMERSON
GOVERNOR LANSING DIRECTOR

October 22, 2009

Dear Superintendent:

On October 22 2009, I received an official notice from the State Treasurer that the
Department of Treasury has determined that the amount appropriated from the State School Aid
Fund under 2009 PA 121 exceeds the amount available for expenditure from the State School
Atd Fund for the fiscal year that ends on September 30, 2010. As provided for by the Legislature
in section 11(3) of The State School Aid Act of 1979 (“Section 11(3)”), proration is therefore
required and today I notified the Legislature that without additional legislative action in 30
calendar days, state school aid payments will be prorated in the manner prescribed by the
Legislature to reflect the amount actually available for expenditure from the State School Aid
Fund in fiscal year 2009-2010.

According to the State Treasurer, it is currently estimated that State School Aid Fund
revenues are insufficient by $212.0 million. Consistent with the requirements of section 11(4) of
The State School Aid Act of 1979, it is estimated that annualized state aid payments to school
districts and public school academies will be reduced by approximately $127 per pupil, payments
to intermediate school districts will be reduced by approximately $8.8 million, and payments to
non-school entities in the school aid appropriations act will be reduced by approximately $1.3
million. These estimates may be modified by revenues and pupil counts agreed to at the
consensus revenue estimating conference in Janvary of 2010, and other cost data updated by the
Department of Education as it becomes available. Pursuant to Section 11(3), payments for the
Proposal A guarantee, Headlee-mandated special education and school lunch payments, Durant
settlement payments, other specified payments, and federal grants are not affected by proration.

The Governor and 1 stand ready to work in a bi-partisan manner with the Legislature and
the school community to find solutions that will provide critical funding to our schools.

Sincerely,
¥

' Robert .. Emerson
State Budget Director

Attachment; Proration notification letter

111 5. CAPITOL » P.O. BOX 30026 » LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
www.michigan.gov « (517) 373-7560



cc:

Govermnor Jennifer Granholm

Robert Kleine, State Treasurer

Mike Flanagan, Superintendent for Public Instruction
Senator Mike Bishop, Senate Majority Leader

Senator Mike Prusi, Senate Minority Leader
Representative Andy Dillon, Speaker of the House
Representative Kevin Elsenheimer, House Minority Leader
Senate Fiscal Agency

House Fiscal Agency

111 5. GAPITOL « P.O. BOX 30028 « LANSING, MICHIGAN 48908
wvaw.michigan.gov » (517} 373-7560



STATE OF MICHIGAN

JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM OFFiCE OF THE STATE BUDGET ROBERT L. EMERSON
GOVERNOR LANSING DIRECTOR

October 22, 2009

Michigan House of Representatives Michigan Senate

State Capitol State Capitol

Lansing, Michigan 48909-7536 Lansing, Michigan 48909-7536
Dear Legislators:

On October 22, 2009, I received an official notice from the State Treasurer that the
Department of Treasury has determined that the amount appropriated from the State School Aid
Fund under 2009 PA 121 exceeds the amount available for expenditure from the State School
Aid Fund for the fiscal year that ends on September 30, 2010. As provided for by the Legislature
in section 11(3) of The State School Aid Act of 1979 (“Section 11(3)"), proration is therefore
required and I am notifying you that in 30 calendar days state school aid payments will be
prorated in the manner prescribed by the Legislature to reflect the amount actually available for
expenditure from the State School Aid Fund in fiscal year 2009-2010.

Under Section 11(3), the Legislature may prevent proration from occurring, by, within 30
calendar days, enacting legislation appropriating additional funds from the general fund, the
Coumcrcyclical Budget and Economic Stabilization Fund, any State School Aid Fund balance, or
another source to fund the projected shortfall. As you are well aware, additional revenue will be
required to fund the shortfall.

According to the State Treasurer, it is currently estimated that State School Aid Fund
revenues are insufficient by $212.0 million. Consistent with the requirements of section 11(4) of
The State School Aid Act of 1979, it is estimated that annualized state aid payments to school
districts and public school academies will be reduced by approximately $127 per pupil, payments
to intermediate school districts will be reduced by approximately $8.8 million, and payments to
non-school entities in the school aid appropriations act will be reduced by approximately $1.3
million. These estimates may be modified by revenues and pupil counts agreed to at the
consensus revenue estimating conference in January of 2010, and other cost data updated by the
Department of Education as it becomes available. Pursuant to Section 11(3), payments for the
Proposal A guarantee, Headlee-mandated special education and school lunch payments, DPurant
settlement payments, other specified payments, and federal grants are not affected by proration,

111 §. CAPITOL » P.O. BOX 30026 » LANSING, MICHIGAN 48509
www.michigan.goy « {517) 373-7560



The Governor and I stand ready to work in a bi-partisan manner with the Legislature to

find solutions that will provide critical funding to our schoois.

(oo oo

Robert L. Emerson
State Budget Director

Attachment

C.

The Honorable Jennifer M. Granholm, Governor

The Honorable George Cushingberry, Chair, House Appropriations Committec
The Honorable Ron Jelinek, Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee

Senate Fiscal Agency

House Fiscal Agency

111 5. CAPITOL » P.Q. BOX 30026 » LANSING, MICHIGAN 43509
www.michigan.gov = (517} 373-7560



72 {Rev. 4-06}

STATE OF MICHIGAN
JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY ROBERT J. KLEWNE
LANSING STATE TREASURER

GOVERNOR

October 22, 2009

Robert L. Emerson

State Budget Director
Office of the State Budget
111 South Capital Avenue
Lansing, Michigan 48933

Bear Mr. Emerson:

Consistent with the requirements of section 11(3) of The State School Aid Act of 1979
(MCL 388.1611), as amended this week by 2009 PA 123, I am writing to notify you that the
Department of Treasury has determined that the amount appropriated from the State School Aid
Fund under 2009 PA 121 exceeds the amount available for expenditure and that a proration of

state aid payments to schools will be required,

At the consensus revenue estimating conference held on May {5, 2009, the Department
of Treasury, the House Fiscal Agency, and the Senate Fiscal Agency jointly determined that
$10,563,000.000.00 would be available in State School Aid Fund revenue in fiscal year 2009-
2010. Combined with an estimated $171,000,000,00 in revenue carried forward from fiscal year
2008-2009 into fiscal year 2009-2010, an estimated $10,734,000,000.00 wil] be available for
expenditure from the State School Aid Fund in fiscal year 2009-2010.

The state school aid budget for fiscal year 2009-2010 as approved by the Legislature and
presented to the Governor on October 9, 2009 (Enrolled House Bill 4447) authorized
expenditures from the State School Aid Fund totaling $10,793,954,100.00. The amount
authorized by the Legislature in Enrolled House Bill 4447 therefore exceeded the amount
available for appropriation from the State School Aid Fund based upon the May 15, 2009

consensus revenve estimate by $59,594,100.00.

As signed into law and enacted by the Governor, House Bill 4447 (now 2009 PA 121),
authorizes expenditures from the State School Aid Fund totaling $10.741,605,400.00. Item
vetoes by the Govemnor of State School Aid Fund expenditures totaled $52,348,700.00.
Including the item vetoes, State School Aid Fund expenditures authorized by 2009 PA 121
exceed revenues available based upon the May 15, 2009 consensus revenue estimate by

$7,605,400.00.

In addition to this shortfall, since the May 15, 2009 consensus revenue estimate for the
State School Aid Fund was determined, State School Aid Fund revenue has fallen below
projections. The Department of Treasury now projects that State School Aid Fund revenue
available for expenditure in fiscal year 2009-2010 will total $10,529,600,000.00, including
$10,434,300,000.00 in revenue for fiscal year 2009-2010 and $95,300,000.00 in revenue cartied

430 WEST ALLEGAN STREET » LANSING, MICHIGAN 48922
www.richigan govireasury = {517) 373-3200



State Budget Director Robert .. Emerson
October 22, 2009
Page 2

forward from fiscal year 2008-2009 into fiscal year 2009-2010. Based on the department’s
revised projections, total State School Aid Fund revenue generated in fiscal year 2009-2010 will
be $128,700,000.00 lower than the May 15, 2009 consensus revenue estimate, and revenue
carried forward from fiscal year 2008-2009 into 2009-2010 will be $75,700,000.00 lower. .

Given these projections, the amount appropriated from the State School Aid Fund for
fiscal year 2009-2010 under Section 11 of 2009 PA 171 $10,741,605,400.00 exceeds the amount
available for expenditure from the State School Aid Fund in fiscal year 2009-2010
$10,529,600,000.00 by $212,005,400.00. Given this shortfall in the State School Aid Fund,
proration will be necessary and required under MCL 388.1611.

The Department of Treasury will continue to closely monitor and keep you updated on
available State School Aid Fund revenue for fiscal years 2008-2009 and 2009-2010.

Sincerely,

Ko duia ). K e
Robert J. Xleine
State Treasurer

¢: Governor Jennifer M. Granholm



Bichigan Benate
s oerce: i Michael D. Bishop

LANSING OFFICE: (3IT) 173.2417

TOLL-FREE: (77 $-BLSHOF (24-746T) ,
FAX: [51T) 37028 a%t!tf! ﬁsm:dm:

EMAIL: seazbishop@senats michipsegov Senate Majortty Teader

October 22, 2009

Dear Superintendent, :

Like so many others, I am frustrated beyond belief by the governor’s decision to eliminate nearly $52
miltioa in funding for 20j schools. People around the state are shaking their heads and wondering what is )
going on in Lansing. As a longtime supporter and gmduate of our public schools, and as a father of i
public school children, I am stunned that this governor would deliver such a devastating blow to our
schools and eliminate these criticat funds, 20j is apromise to schools that’s been kept by the Legislatur ’
in the decade and & half since Proposal A. :

While the governor says she did what she had to do, and that the Legislature forced her into making this
decision, her statemenis couldn’t be further from the truth, Eliminating millions in 20j funding was

completely wnnecessary. She chose to cut your school’s fuading in a fotile attempt to coerce the
Legislature into raising taxes. Unfertunately, your school district and 39 others, along with the students

and families; are now expected to shoulder the burden for 2 $52 miltion cut.

. The governor has accused vs of not fully funding the K-12 budget — this is untrue. When Senate
Republicans passed the K-12 budget, we included a plan to move $100 million in savings to the School
Aid Fund in an agreement with the House to reduce the per-pupil cut from $218 1o $165. My fellow
Senate Republicans and I did everything in our power to keep intact the 20§ fanding and limit the per-
pupil cut by sending the governor a balanced K-12 education budget. The funds are there, but the House
must act. '

- It was the povernor’s decision sione to redline the 40 districts around the state includimg yours and yield
her vete pen as an ax on your school. Unfortunately, your students, teachers, and families are the ones
hurt by her flawed maneuver.

My intention with this leiter is to sct the record straight. As Senate Majority Leader, I made it my top
priority to send the governor a balanced K-12 budget that adequately funded 20§ school districts. As
always, I want to be part of a solution so please feel free to contact me directly if you would like to

discuss this matter with me, personally.

Q- frebog—

Senate Majority Leader
Michael D. Bishop

Sincerely,

STATE CAPITOL + LANSING, MICHIGAN 48913

JoAnn Emmendorfer
Executive Assistant to the Superintendent






Ann Arbor Public Schools Todd Roberts, Ed.D
2555 South State Street Superintendent of Schools
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 roberts@aaps.k12.mt.us

734.994.2230

QOctober 22, 2009

UPDATE - HIN1 Flu_& The Ann Arbor Public Schools

Dear AAPS Families,

The Washtenaw County Department of Public Health continues to notify the district
weekly with updates on the H1N1 and seasonal flu activity.

As of this week Washtenaw County is reaching the peak of influenza activity. Confirmed
cases of influenza have increased sharply for both Influenza A and H1N1. The age range is

mostly in the § — 24 year group.

In the Ann Arbor Public Scheols we have seen an increase in respiratory illness
associated with flu and flu-like symptoms. We also know that a few schools on the west side of
the state have already had to close for a few days because of the high absent rate. On the
advice of Public Health if a school reaches around the 30%absence rate for students or staff

that school may close for a period of time.

We also learned this week that Public Health only received about 30% of the shipment of
the H1N1 vaccine. Because of this shortage the HIN1 vaccine will only be given to priority
groups:

* Pregnant women

» Caregivers/contacts of children under 6 months old

+ Children 6 months — 4 years old

+ Children 5-18 years with underlying medical conditions, and
« EMS and health care workers with direct patient contact.

The AAPS will still be hosting 2 H1N1 vaccination clinics for the priority groups only:
* November 5 at Huron High School, 2:30 — 8:00 p.m.
« November 10 at Pioneer High School, 2:30 — 8:00 p.m.

We still need your help to contain the spread of the flu virus.

KEEP SICK CHILDREN AT HOME for at least 24 hours after they no longer have a fever or do
not have signs of a fever without using a fever-reducing drug. Keeping children with a fever
home will reduce the number of people who may get infected. It may take up to 7 days for the
ifiness to subside.



DO NOT SEND CHILDREN TO SCHOOL IF THEY ARE SICK. Any children who are
determined to be sick while at school will be sent home

Other steps we continue to take....

v We will send sick students and staff home to stay at home until a fever of 100
degrees or higher returns to normal for 24 hours without the use of fever
reducing medications

v We will move students and staff who become ill at school with flu symptoms into
a separate room until they are able to be picked up and leave school

v Surfaces such as desks, doorknobs, and deor handles are cleaned following CDC
protocol. Remember, this is mainly an air-born transmitted virus

v Personal protection masks are available at schoo! and will be offered to students who
exhibit flu-like symptoms and are waiting to be taken home

The district have developed an educational plan based on the recommendation from the Federal
and State Department of Education for extended absences or school closing in a severe
outbreak which includes;
o The district will post curriculum maps for the core academic courses at each
grade fevel K-12 on the district and scheol websites
o On-line resources will be posted for each course such as textbooks, E2020 (Grs.
6-12)
o Links to on-line tutorial resources will be posted for each subject area
o Teachers are being encouraged to post assignments weekly in PowerSchool for
student/parent access

One of the most important things you can do to help keep our schools open and
operating as usual is to develop a family plan to address any illness that requires your
student to remain home.

v Teach your children to wash their hands often with scap and water or an alcohol based
hand sanitizer. Include small containers of hand sanitizer in their backpacks.

v Teach your children not to share personal items such as drinks, food, and unwashed
utensils and to cover their cough and sneeze with tissue or the side of their arm,

v Know the signs and symptoms of the flu which include fever (100 degrees Fahrenheit,
37.8 degrees Celsius or greater), cough, sore throat, a runny or stuffy nose, body aches,
headache and feeling very tired. Some people may also vomit or have diarrhea.

For more infermation the district and school websites (www.a2schools.org) have a direct link to
current information on H1N1 including a link to the Washtenaw County Public Health school
portal;

http:/iwww. gwashtenaw org/government/departments/pubiic_health/school portalindex2 html
You can also visit the CDC site for current information www.flu.gov or call 1-800-CDC-INFQ.

Sincerely,

é; -Mag%_;_,g

J. Todd Roberts
Superintendent



JEALTH-

WYASHTERNAY COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH

on prawenion

October 22, 2009
Dear Washtenaw County Parents and Guardians:

The HIN1 influenza virus continues to circuiate in our community. Several area
schools are reporting increased absences due to flu-like illness, and the amount of
H1N1 vaccine available locally is very limited. Until HIN1 vaccine supplies are more
plentiful, vaccination clinics planned at local schools will serve only prioritized, high-
risk individuals in accordance with guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC), Please review the priority groups below carefully. A consent
form and additionat vaccine and clinic information are included.

Individuals within these priority groups are currently eligible for H1IN1 vaccination:
* Pregnant women
» Household contacts and caregivers of children under 6 months of age
« Children 6 months though 4 years
» Children 5 to 18 years who have medical conditions associated with a higher
risk of influenza comptications (such as asthma or diabetes)
» Health care and EMS personnel who provide direct patient care

H1N1 Priority Group Vaccination Clinics, Hours are while supplies last.

Date Location Time

Tuesday, Oct 27 | Washtenaw Intermediate School 3:00 pm to 9:00 pm
District (WISD) facility

Monday, Nov 2 Ypsilanti High School 10:00 am to 8:00 pm

Tuesday, Nov 3 Creekside Intermediate School, 10:00 am to 8:00 pm
Dexter

Thursday, Nov 5 | Ann Arbor Huron High School 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm

Friday, Nov 6 Milan High School 11:00 am to 7:00 pm

If you or your children are among those prioritized, you may go to any of the clinics
listed. Forms are available online at www.ewashtenaw.org/fly and at the
vaccination site. Please bring your completed, signed consent form or forms with
you, if possible, to speed processing.

There will be more opportunities for vaccination, as more H1N1 vaccine becomes
available locally. We appreciate your patience with this process.

Sincerely,

AZ . Foers B ggoa— D, TR

Diana Torres-Burgos, MD, MPH
Medical Director, Washtenaw County Public Health

teyes,
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 3
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regutar Meeting of October 14, 2009 g § DRAFT
DISTRICT LIBRARY MINUTES
CALL TO ORDER
7:04 PM
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Trustee Nelson led the pledge

ROLL CALL
Present — Trustees Baskett, Friedman (Treasurer-arrived at 7:50 pm), Hollier, Mexicotte

(President), Nelson (Secretary), Patalan (Vice President)

Absent — Trustee Gates-Bryant

Present from Administration — Simpson, Margolis, Trent, Osinski {Recorder)
Guests — Harry Sheehan

INTRODUCTION OF NON-VOTING MEMBER AT THE TABLE
President Mexicotte introduced Dr. Todd Roberts, Superintendent of Schools.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Approved by consent.

PUBLIC COMMENTARY
None

REPORTS
Youth Senate — To reinforce parent encouragement and academic success for teens,

Candy Grams will be conducted during Parent/Teacher conferences at Huron and
Skyline. An information table was offered at Pioneer conferences. Noted that there are
several new school-based organizations for student involvement. Information from
these groups can be used to identify motivational ideas for teen involvement. A district-
wide survey is in the planning stages to explore how extracurricular activities reflect

student cuiture.

Ann Arbor Parent Advisory Committee — Reported on a planning meeting with
administration to discuss loss of instructional time due to transportation issues and
ensuring proper equipment is available for special needs students attending field trips.
Thanked Bill Harris for attending the October meeting to update on Middie School
services. Disability Awareness Workshops begin in November. Voiced support for the

county enhancement millage.

Ann Arbor Administrators Association— Mike Madison thanked various members of
administration for their assistance and expertise throughout the year.

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS
Performance - have not met since last Board meeting. Next meeting is November 12,

2009 at 6:00 pm, Balas Superintendent’s Conference Room. Open to the public.
Planning — met on October 6 to discuss tonight's first briefing items. Next meeting will
be held November 3 at 6:30 pm, Balas Superintendent’s Conference Room. Open to
the public.
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of October 14, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES

INFORMATION
Pioneer Stormwater Containment Project - Mr. Trent and Harry Sheehan, Water

Resource Commissioner, presented an update. This project is a muiti-year,
collaborative effort between the city, county and Ann Arbor Public Schools, to manage
stormwater runoff to Alien Creek.

FIRST BRIEFING
09-033 Integrated Pest Management Services — Presented by Mr. Trent.

District’s policy is that we use products with the least impact/toxicity.
09-034 Environmental Consuiting Services — Presented by Mr. Trent.
09-035 Asbestos and Lead Based Paint Abatement Services — Presented by Mr. Trent.

09-036 Pediatric Therapy Associates — Presented by Mr. Simpson.
Trustees appreciated the contractor evaluation.

SECOND BRIEFING — scheduled for approval at this meeting

09-031 Community Education and Recreation Catalog printing bid recommendation —
no further discussion.

09-032 Adoption of Practical Assessment Exploration System (PAES) - no further

discussion.

ACTION — CONSENT AGENDA - scheduled for approval at this meeting

09-031 Community Education and Recreation Catalog printing bid recommendation
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier moved to award Woodward
Printing a contract in the amount not to exceed $130,000 for printing the Community
Education and recreation Activity and Youth Catalogs for the 2009/10 and the 2010/11
school years. On roll call vote, the motion_carried 5-0, Trustees Gates-Bryant and

Friedman absent.

09-032 Adoption of Practical Assessment Exploration System (PAES)

Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier moved to approve the purchase of
the Practical Assessment Exploration System (PAES) from Talent Assessment, Inc. in
the total amount of $136,318. On roll call vote, the motion carried 5-0, Trustees Gates-

Brvant and Friedman absent.

Approve minutes of the 9/23/09 Regular Meeting
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier moved to approve the minutes of
the 9/23/09 Reqular Meeting. On roll call vote, the motion carried 5-0, Trustees Gates-

Bryant and Friedman absent.

Page 20f3
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of October 14, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES

Approve minutes of the 10/1/09 Regular Meeling
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier moved to approve the minutes of

the 9/23/09 Reqular Meeting. On roll call vote, the motion carried 6-0, Trustee Gates-
Bryant absent.

Approve Executive Session minutes of the 8/19/09 and 10/1/09 meetings

Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier moved to approve the minutes of
the 8/19/09 and 10/1/09 Executive Session. On roll call vote, the motion carried 5-0,
Trustees Gates-Bryant and Friedman absent.

Gift Offers
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier moved to accept the gift offers as

presented. On roll call vote, the motion carried 5-0, Trustees Gates-Bryant and
Friedman absent.

ACTION - BOARD ITEMS

Student Discipline
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier, moved to expel Student A from

the Ann Arbor Public Schools for 180 days for violation of Michigan Compiled Law
380.1311and the Ann Arbor Public Schools Discipline Policy, for actions occurring on
September 25, 2008. Furthermore, the district recommends Student A attend COPE as

an educational opportunity consistent with the student's academic needs. On roll call
vote, the motion carried 5-0, Trustees Gates-Bryant and Friedman absent.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT

Dr. Roberts informed the Board and public that new legislation to decrease student
funding $165/pupil is being considered. This will create a $2.7 million loss in our district,
plus additional early childhood funding deductions. He continued with his prepared

report.

ITEMS FOR AGENDA PLANNING
No items

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD
Nelson noted that the state has not distributed stimulus funds as was intended, thus

leaving school districts behind once again. Reiterated the need for local control of
funding wherever possible.

Baskett — Requested that the Village Fund could possibly pay for a high school parking
pass for a family in need, and if not appropriate, she would pay it herself.

ADJOURNMENT
8:15 pm

Page 3of4

All Ann Arbor Public Schools® Students Will Graduate Ready







® ANN ARBOR cou

H !
;r,@ David Josse AnnScbor coim Sl
@

Community High School newspaper up for
Pulitzer Prize of student publications

allaraeents s st

Frosied Today, 4 howrs s

Al moreting, Tracy Rosewarne dropped hints fo her joursalisnm sludents thal she was
aoing io defiver big news during that afterncen’s class.

Then during class time on & recent school day, the Cormesaurnty [igh Seohocl teachar
pulled up the fist of National Schoiastc Press Aassocianon P ; o winners for
this year.

She slowly scrolled down the list, and when she reached the listing for overall quality for
news magazines, she slowed down 2van more.

Casually, she pointed out one listing - The Communicator, Commurity's newspapar.

The student-run paper is one of seven news magazines fram acress the nation sp for the
award, which is considered the Pultzer Prize of igh schoot jowrralizm.

Abhout 20 Community High students will travel o Washington, D.C. in November ‘0 sec f
they win the award.

It's the first time the newspaper has been named a finalist. even though a blackboard in
Rosewarne's room is covered with awards from the Michigas Interschaiastic Piess
Association.

The differance from last year's product?

Staffers say it had a lot to do with a redesign of the paper, which worked at reflecting the
meod and energy of Community High. an alternative schoof in Aasn Arbor.

“We wanted to find the design and content that would reflect what it meant to
Community,” said Kayla Stoler, this year's co-editor-in-chief.

Other staffers agreed.

“What we do really well is reflect (our schoel) and we're abways improvizg. Each edition is

better," zaid Austin Hughes, this year's managing editor.

Everyone on staff at the paper writes for each edition, then the students go through a
process of deciding what makes it ta print. They're quick to point out that neither
Rosewarne nor the school's administration does any arior review on the paper.

Another advantage the Communicater has is the scioel has other mears of
carnmunicating general news. like when Curriculum Might iz, the students said That
leaves tham frae to wiite stories that dig into Communty's culture and students.

Davict Jesse covers K-12 education for Anndrbor com. He can be reached at
davichessoiaraarbor com or al 734-623-2534.

S this pust Tage. A0 A

3 Commnonts;

Congrats 1o Community's editors and teachnersadvisors and e past 2dnors as well Thay alf plzy a
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SAVE HP TOr 30% ON
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Featuring 12 hemes Oct. 9 - 11
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New Internet posting rules will show public $382
million in budget cuts hitting Mich. schools

By: TIM MARTIN
Associated Press
10/09/09 5:25 PM EDT

LANSING, MICH. — Michigan's public schools will likely be required to make more of their financial
information available on the Internet, providing taxpayers a glimpse into budgets that will be slashed by

$382 million this fall.

The budget bill approved by lawmakers cuts funding for K-12 schools by about $165 per student. School
officials said the cuts will lead to layoffs and more districts operating under deficits, though they
acknowledged that the cuts could have been more severe.

The bill, which provides the state aid portion for the schools' budgets, is expected to be signed soon by Gov.
Jennifer Granholm. Overall, K-12 education will get about 3 percent less this academic year than during
2008-09.

The legislation passed by the Legislature late Thursday includes several policy changes that would affect
how schools operate. Among them is the requirement to include a iink from Internet home pages to detailed
budget information.

"We have for the first time a transparency requirement that's going to let the public know exactly how
school districts are spending their money," said Rep. Kevin Elsenheimer of Kewadin, the top-ranked
Republican in the House.

The plan requires districts to post pie charts breaking down spending by categories. Schools also must list

compensation information for employees paid more than $100,000 a year, include copies of labor union
contracts, provide information about employee health care plans, post lebbying expenditures and link to

financial audits.

The requirement adds an undetermined, likely modest expense for schools that will vary by district. Schools
already were required to provide links to their annual budgets and some already post much of the budget

information required by the new bill.

Those budgets soon will lose millions of dollars, which school officials say will lead to layoffs, crowded
classrooms and fewer preschool programs. More districts could face severe financial trouble as they struggle

with falling enrollment and a lingering recession.

Detroit schools, the state's largest district with nearly 86,000 students, will lose $14 million under the budget



plan. Saginaw schools are sct 1o lose nearly $1.5 million, Ann Arbor schools lose nearly $2.7 million and
Alpena schools, with about 4,300 students, more than $718,000,

About 25 of Michigan's 840 school districts, intermediate schooi districts and public school academies are
already operating with deficits. The reduced funding could force roughly 95 more to exhaust their [inancial
reserves and go into the red, said Brad Biladeau, government relations director for the Michigan Association

of School Administrators.

The Michigan Education Association, the state’s largest teachers' union, acknowledges the cuts could have
been worse. A $218-per-student cut was on the table just a week ago.

"But the lack of a full investment in public schools is disturbing, especially since the vast majority of our
legislators ran for office touting the importance of education to our economic recovery,” MEA President Iris

Salters said in a statement.

The Jegislation eliminates the $1.4 million set aside for school bus inspections, but schools still will be
required to make the inspections. Schools will have to come up with the cash from other areas of their
budget.

Some early childhood development grants will be reduced. Grants to help create small high schools and
money for math and science centers will be scaled back.

Schools will have the flexibility to trim the $165 per student spending from programs of their choosing as
long as they agree to a service consolidation plan aimed at reducing overall costs.

"That is a real step forward,” Elsenheimer said.

The push for consolidation comes as enrcliment in Michigan's public schools has fallen from more than 2
million students in the late 1970s to about 1.6 million today.

Most Michisan state departments are operating under a temporary budget that expires Oct. 31. Lawmakers
missed their Oct. 1 deadline to balance the budget and erase a $2.8 billion deficit and instead adopted a

continuation budget.
Granholm has signed yearlong budget bills covering community colleges, courts and the state department for

military and veterans' affairs. But Republicans who control the Senate have reflused to send the Democratic
governor some other budget bills because they are worried she will veto them.

Find this article at:
hitp:/iwww washingtonexaminer.com/economy/ap/new-internet-posting-rules-will-show-public-382-million -in-budget- cuts -hitting -mich-schools-

63889147_html
SAVE THIS | EMAIL THIS | Glose

"l Click to Print |

I Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article.
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Washtenaw County students get advice fnn Arbor Deals &
Vi SANVE UP TO 30% DN

from congressmen

Pozfed loday, 55 nunuies ggo
QUTIOOR GEAR AT THE REI
FALL SALE QCT 916!

Be Red Cross Ready
Get Trained in GPR and First
Al

REMODELERS HORME TQUR
Featuring 12 homes i 9. 17

Give your hame extra wanmih,
great style and big savings

UM Schooi of Music, Theater &
Danee. Where excellence comes
to INNOWVATE.

rostion o0sari oy - N L ReirhartReallors.com - for
erstion pese: " 6 WL ORre R I Buying, Salbing, or Leasing!

. Sae Evoryibing in Deals & More
From how rauch of a proposed bill they read to the one vote they regret casting, two local
congressnien spent about an hour Monday merning fithng in local governmment students

about life in the United Siates House of Represemntatives.
Related Asticles:

The studenis - from Ann Arber's Picneer, Huren and Camumunity high schools, along with
Chelsea, Dexter and Saline high schools - gathered at Picneer to hear frorn Rep. Jchn
Dingell, D-Dearbarn, and Mark Schauer, D-Battle Cresk,

The prograrm was put tagether by Pionear teacher Tracey Van Dusen, who spens ihe
summer in Washington, DG working for C-SPAN. During a meeting with Schauer, she
got the idea to let locat government students tearn abaut what goes inta being a

congressman fram those who are currently serving.

A panel of students spent time Monday asking questions of the representatives.

Pioneers Heather Hoopaw led off vath a gquestion about how the representatives waigh
their personal views on a issug, ther constituents' views and whai's best for Michigan and

the nation when voting.

"I den't go there as an empty vessel.” Schauer said, adding he carefully weighs the
opinions of those he's been elected {o represant - even though he knows not all the
people in his district will zgree with his vota.

Other studenis asked the congresamen if they read every bill befare voling on it
Dingeli said he uses staf mambers and ather rescurces to go over what's in a bill

"Reading the bill doesn’t necessarily tell you what's int the 2il.” he said “it's written n
good legalese.”

Schauer said he reads the bills, thanks in large part to his lifestyle in Washington, D.C.

‘I don't have a TV in my apariment,” he said, noting his wife and kids stay in Michigan as
well “(Sojiread.”

Soigmen Rajput from Pioneer asked the representatives about any votes in their careers
they would do differently.



Cingell kook tiie students on a bit of a history lessan soving e reqratted voting for Lae
Gulf of Tonkin resolution that he said hasically nuthazed the Vistnesm War,

" think that was one of the greatest misiakas 1y career” he said.

At the end of the event, Dingell told stvddents they shaukl “diligently inlergst yourself i
your country” and doing so weuld aflow them to make & afference

David Josse covers K- 12 education for Arwidvhor.com. He can ba raached af
dlaviciessef aonarbor oo or at 734-4523-2534.

Cornmant on this story

Submit Provicw

t Commrmerd:

{ don't care for Dingell dut adowre his candor for bis comments abaut the Gulf of Tenkin resolutton No
one at tha time had any idea of what this would fead ‘o, The lesson being the path 1o unnecessary
wars 15 often a slippery slope with many smzll steps. Since thare appears Lo be no commiimeant 10 this
couniry to do what it takes to win in Afghanistan, we should leave before more Americzn boys arg

killed .

Sested 1 purute age (Fiag1lus Post)
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School district environmenially conscious - Herflage Newspapers hitp://heritage com/articles/2009/10/08/ann_arbor_journal/news...
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School district environmentally conscious

Thursday, October 8, 2009

By Lisa Alimendinger, A2 Journal

Each year, before the Ann Arbor Public Schools has an unexpected pest or other environmental problem, Randy Trent,

executive director of physical properties, issues bids for competitive pricing.

Should a bee problem or potentially hazardous asbestos or lead paint situation arise, the schools will be ready to handle
it — and not pay emergency costs, Trent told the Beard of Education's planning committee,

He told board memiber Irene Patalan -- the only one of three members of the committee at the meeting -- "that the

district is being as environmentally conscious as possible.”

Trent said there were 3.5 miliion square feet of buildings, 3 million square feet of roofs and 2.5 million square feet of
mechanical and tunnels in the district's buiidings.

Patalan told the six high schoo! students who attended the mecting that the schools regularly test ihe indoaor air quaiily

in the buildings.

Trent told the students that the district has 33 buildings, the cldest dating back to about 1910 and the youngest was
Skyline High Scheol, built several years ago.

"In both the old and new buildings, things need to be maintained,” Patalan told the students.

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at lalfmendinger@heritage.com or at $1-0877-995-NEWS (6397).

URL: http:fwww.heritage.comfarticles/2009/10/08fann_arbor_journalinews!/docdaceddfeb36d1935675156.prt

@ 2008 heritage.com, a Journal Register Property

lofd 1K22/09 10:56 AM
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School superintendents rally for millage

Saturday, October 10, 2009

With the instability of state funding for Washtenaw County Schools, superintendents from across the district say the
proposed Washtenaw Intermediate School District millage on the Nov. 3 ballotis a way to maintain adeguate funding for

local schoals.

If passed, ali of the proposed 2-mill levy wili stay in Washtenaw County and be used for operaiing budgets in the

individual schools districts.

Charter schools will not benefit from the millage because they are not "constituent districts" of the Washtenaw

intermediate School District.

The baiiot question asks voters to approve a 2-mill levy for five years, which would raise about $30 million from
2009-2013 or about $680 per student,

For a home valued at $200,000 with a taxable value of $100,000, this is a $200 tax increase per year.
Revenue from the millage will be used for student programs and operational expenses, the superintendents said.

With estimated state per pupil cuts of $165 and the potential for further reductions later this year, "in two years, we are
looking at close to a reduction of S600 per student and this millage will just about cover it," said Dave Killips, Chelsea's

superintendent of schools.

Kiliips said the passage of the millage was crucial to the Chelsea School District, a statement echoed by other

superintendents in the county.
"An ISD (Intermediate School District) millage is the only option we have under state law,"” Killips said.

Michigan faw states "a regional enhancement millage may be levied by an intermediate school district fo enhance other
state and focal funding for iocal school district operations if approved by a majority of the intermediate schoal electors
voting on the guestion,” according to millage proposal information.

Currentiy, the Chelsea schools have about 2,600 students and a $25 million aperating budget. Killips said the district
has cut about $7 million since 2002.

Chelsea receives $7,650 per student from the state and lost about 40 students in the most recent student count day.

"Our chamber of commerce board of directors unanimously supportad the millage,” Killips said.
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If the millage doesn't pass, he said there will have to be "significant cuts " naming extracurricular activities,
transportation, programs and class size as possible areas where changes may have to take place.

In the Ann Arbor Public Schools, for instance, Superintendent Todd Raoberts said the district already has cut about $16
million during the last four years and is projecting "the need to cut $15 millien in the 2010-2011 schoot year.™

This equates to a reduction of more than 200 positions across the district.

He says it's time "to act locally to ensure the schools have the resources necessary to educate our children.”

"Funding is an extremely important issue facing our district,” Roberts said.

All the superintendents stressed that this millage shouid not be confused with bond issues that were recently passed in

a number of districts.

"Bond issues are anly used for capital projects,” Killips said, adding that money cannot be used for day-lo-day

operations.

Milan Superintendent Bryan Girbach said bond maney helps improve facilities.

"Millage money can help improve the education of the students while in those facilities,” he said.

His district has about 2,600 students and a $23 million operating budget.

The foundation grant for Milan students is $7,316 per pupil.

"The mitage money would enhance the education of our students and provide programs,” Girbach said.

Rob Glass, Dexter superintendent of schools, said the main point of the millage is it's not for buildings or rocfs.

"This is to preserve the programs we have and if's the best opportunily we have to hopefully add to what we are already

offering," he said.

Glass said the Dexter Community Schools have a strategic plan that includes "all-day kindergarten, 21st century skills

and best practices.”
Glass said the district plans to go ahead with #ts strategic plan, but it will be done "on a shoestring” without the millage.
"We can do a better, more compiete job" with the pagsage of the millage, he said.

Dexter schools have a $36.5 million operating budget and 3,842 students. The district receives about $8,000 per pupil

from the state,

Saline Superintendent of Schools Scot Graden said his district is facing a $800,000 shortfall.
"We're concerned for our future and we feel as though we can't count on Lansing," Graden said.

His district has a $53 million operating budget and 5,450 siudenis. The dislrict receives $7,643 per pupi! and the
district's count was down 30 studenis this year.
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Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at lallmendinger@heritage.com or at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397).

URL: http:ffwww.heritage. comfarticles/2009/10/10/heritagewestnewsfdocdad0cB263da33624474729.prt
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Local student captures images of New Orleans

Saturday, October 10, 2009

By Sheila Pursglove, Special Writer

In 2008, Emma Raynor, an American culiure major at the University of Michigan and Community High Schoel graduate,
tock a semester off 1o volunteer with OnSite Relief, a rebuilding team working mostly in the Lower 9th Ward of New

Orleans.

A keen photographer, her camera was never far from her side. Her series of color photographs is on display at the Ann
Arbor District Library's downtown branch. "New Orleans: Two & a Half Years After Katrina” runs through Wednesday.

Raynor spent four months in New Otleans helping with the rebuilding effort, volunteering at an animal shelter and

participating in other volunteer gprojects.

"l was there to work on houses, but of course | had my camera ready,” she says. "There is no way to describe the clash
of feelings in that city -- despair and optimism twisted together. These are the conflicting emotions | attempted to capiure

in my photographs, the beauty and the destruction.

"When | came back to Ann Arbor, | realized | needed 1o get these photographs in the public eye, as a reminder of the
amount of work that still needs to be done in New Orleans. The progress is rarely discussed in the media, and it's easy
to forget there are stili people displaced, houses decomposing, and mold growing. | think my photographs can speak for
themselves, and give a small glimpse into my experience in the short amount of time | knew the city."

A few months ago, Raynor came across "Blood Dazzler," a book of poetry by Patricia Smith depicting experiences of
New Orleans and the hurricane from numercus perspectives, including the eye of the storm.

"] got permission from the author to hang two of her poems with the photographs in my show,” Raynor says. "l think they
add an important aspect because my photcgraphs are all from my point of view, an outsider, who never even knew the
city before the storm. The poems in this book sound very much like the stories | heard while | was down there, and they

brought me to tears numerous times."

Raynor got an early start as a shutterbug.

"One of my earliest memories is stepping out of the spinning door into the red light of my father's darkroom, when | was
3 years old," she says. "Howsever, photography has really been my passion since | first made my way inte a darkroom

the summer before ninth grade.”

Rayner took a couple of photagraphy classes in high schaoal, learning how to develop and print photos. She gained
experience and confidence in her art when. in early high schoal, she took photographs for the literary magazine ho
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Comment, put out by the Volume Youth Poetry Project. She also photographed events for the Neutral Zone Teen Center

in Ann Arbor.

"These two projects helped me to feel comfartable behind the camera, and encouraged me to pursue photography
further,” she says. "I'm a quiet person, and | realized that behind the camera is where | like to be. | can be involved in

something without being the center of attention.”

Raynor has taken two photography classes at U of M, giving her an opportunity to get back into the darkroom and to
learn about different techniques, artists and approaches.

However, the source of most of her learning and inspiration came from other students, after she joined the student
arganization Fighting Obstacles Knowing Ultimate Success in her freshman year. She currently serves as the group's
co-president. FO K.U.S. organizes a range of events in Ann Arbor, from film screenings and concerts, to art exhibitions

and educational forums.

"We're an aris advocacy organization seeking to bring people together using art as a common medium," she says. "We
believe everyona has an art to share, and our goal is to provide opportunities for people to discover and express their

art.

"I've gained countless valuvable experiences fram my role in the group, and 've been encouraged and inspired to

continue to pursue my own art.”

Although Raynar does not intend to maka a career out of photography, she knows it always will be her passion,

"As | go through my day, | periodically catch myself staring at something as if looking through the iens of a camera --
framing a scene just the right way, so it can stand alone and still catch the eye.

"This is how | know | will be snapping away forever.”

Sheila Pursgiove is a freelance writer. She can be reached at bingley531@yahoo.com.

in focus

Who: Emma Raynar, photographer, U-M student and Community High School grad: co-president of the U-M group
F.OK.U.S.

What: "New Orleans: Two & a Half Years After Kafrina" photography exhibit.
Where: Ann Arbor District Library downtown branch.

When: Runs through Wednesday.

Visit: www.visualstenagraphers.com, www.onefokus.org and www.aadl.org/gallery/pictureAnnArbor

/emmaraynor.

URL: http:iiwww heritage.comfarticles/2009/10/M0fann_arbor_journalinews/docdacd52205942d357475138.prt

col 3 HI22/09 11:02 AM



Local student captures tmages of New Orleans - Heritipe News. htip:/fheritage com/articles/2009/10/ | 0/ann_arbor_journal/mews. ..

© 20089 heritage.com, a Journal Register Property

30f3 10/22/09 11:02 AM



Student’s family may file lawsuit - Heritage Newspapers http:/fwww heritage . com/articles/2009/ 10/ 1 7/ann_arbor_joursal ..

Heritage Newspapers (heritage.com}

Ann Arbor Journal > News

Student's family may file lawsuit

Saturday, Qctober 10, 2009

By Art Aisner, Special Writer

The attorney for an Ann Arbor Muslim family whose daughter was injured in a fight involving several Skyline High Schoal
students is contemplating filing a lawsuit and wants federal authorities to investigate allegations of a hate crime.

Nabih Ayad, the Canton-based attorney for the family, said the 16-year-old girl was assaulted because of her Muslim
faith during a confrontation with at least five other students on their way home from the high school Sept. 8.

He said he wilt request an investigation of the incident and the school district's reaction from the U.5. Department of

Education's Office for Civil Rights as soon as possible.

"There is no doubt in my mind that his is clearly a hate crime, and should be prosecuted as such,” Ayad said. "This gir

has had to change schoals and is basically living in fear of her life now."

Ayad's statement followed the YWashtenaw County Prosecutor Office’s decision not to file ethitic intimidation charges
against the teens that allegedly struck the girt and ripped off her head dress, or hijab, while shouting racial slurs outside
the North Maple Estates apartments. The giri needed six stitches for a laceration.

The fight started on the bus, was broken up by the driver, and then resumed when the students got off at the same stop.
Ayad said the school district could be culpable for not providing a safe environment for the student. The district also
could be scrutinized for its review of the incident and subsequent disciplinary action, which included suspending the

victim and one other student, Ayad said.

Schoal officials said they took disciplinary action against the students involved, but would not release those details,

Any determination of ethnic intimidation or the need for further review by federal authorities could be grounds for a

criminal investigation.

Chief Deputy Assistant Washtenaw County Prosecutor Steve Hiller said four teens will be petitioned to appear on
undisclosed chargas in juvenile caurt for their roles in the investigation. He declined to discuss further details about the
case, other than the facts determined by the police investigation did not meet the legal definition of ethnig intimidation.
"Suffice it to say, we did not feel there was evidence to justify any ethnic intimidation charges," Hiller said.

At least some of the alleged assailanis are black.

The case received regional and statewide media attentian after the Michigan Chapter of the Council on American-
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Islamic Relations issued a statement demanding state and federal investigations on the grounds of a hate crime.

"We called for an investigation as a hate crime and the Washtenaw County Prosecutor's Office came to a decision that it

wasn't," YWalid said.

"We're very disappointed that ethnic intimidation charges weren't sought. Particuiarly, given some of the remarks
students made during the incident.”

Ann Arbor police said the charges stemmed from the actions of different students involved in 10 two separate but related
confrontations. Parents were also altegedly invoived in the fray, which swelled to nearly 30 people before parenis came

home.

URL: http:/www. heritage.comfarticies/2009/10/17/ann_arbor_journalinews/doc4ad0d3b313ceS5760738916.prt
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Teens attend Congressional Student Forum at Pioneer

Wednesday, October 14, 2000

By Lisa Allmendinger, AZ Journal

Picneer High School Class President Solomon Rajput is even more convinced he would like to pursue a path in politics
after listening fo U.S. Reps. John Dingeli, D-15th District, and Mark Schauer, D-7th District, at a Congressional Student

Forum held Oct. 12 for students across Washtenaw County.

"It was a valuable experience,” said the high school senior, adding that listening to the congressmen in person at
Picneer, rather than on television, was something special.

"I'm really interested in palitics,” Rajput said, "and now even more so.”

The teen credited Pioneer High School teacher Tracey VanDusen for setting up the forum, which was attended by
students from Saline, Chelsea, Dexter, Huron, Pioneer and Community high schools.

"This was a way to learn things you can't learn from a textbook,” said Heather Hooppaw, a senior at Fionser High

School.

She, too, said she would love to get involved with current issues, which was one of the messages both officials

emphasized to the students.

Schauer tald the students: "Be the change you want to see in the world," in encouraging them to develop skills for the

future.

"This is your country, your world and this is your future," said Dingell, who on Feb. 11 became the longest serving
member of the House of Representatives.

Dingell stressed that it only takes one person to change the world.
"I hape you'll try," he told the students.

Amy Morrow and Greg Mersfield, bath juniors at Saline Bigh School, were two of the student panelists at the
Congressional Forum. They were part of a contingent of about 100 students from the school who asked guestions and

listened to the discussion, which covered topics ranging from health care to the environment.

Ben Holewinski, a junior at Saline High School, said he wanted fo learn more about Michigan's government and how it

works,

iof2 1072209 11:06 AM



Yeens attend Congressional Studem Forwm at Pioneer - Heritag. hip:fheritage comfarticles/2009/10/ 1 4/ann_arbor_journalinews...

Fellow Saline High School student Will Beda said he was looking forward to the discussion because it was the first time

he had been to anything like it.

Stephanie Bayie, a junior at Saline High School, said she was looking forward to seeing some of the officials who

represent Michigan.

Mitan Griffes, a senior at Huron High School, said he was interested to hear what Dingell had to say.

"it's exciting to have such an influential person here.” he said.
Devon Micow, a senior at Huron High School, said he wanted to learn about proposed healthcare refarms.

Greg Hughes, Sean LaForest, Aimee Mesko, Kyra Yanko and Casey Hirth, all seniors at Chelsea High School, were
part of a contingent of about 17 students who attended the forum from their school. They said they were iooking forward
to hearing how things had changed in Congress during the many years that Dingell had served the district.

Schauer said he weighs the ideas of his constituents, the Constitution and his conscience before casting a vote on a bill.

Dingelt said he considers what's right, what's in the best interest of the country and the wellbeing of his constituents

before he casts a vote.

Students learned that both members of the House are mindful of the youth in their districts and the future of the country
as they bring froth proposals and vote on bills.

There are about 4,000 bills infroduced each session, Dingell said, and about 300 are passed. some of them as many as

1,060 pages long.

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at lalimendinger@heritage.com or at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397).

URL: http:fiwww.herifage.comfarticles/2008/T0M #ann_arber_journalinewsfdocdad5e9bef112f7 45340%13.prt
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Letter to the editor: Republican group opposes school
millage

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

Republican group opposes school millage

Last week, the Washtenaw County Republicans voted to oppose the 2 mill (330 million) tax increase that is now on the
November bailof in this county,

There were many reasons for this decision -- too many, in fact, to compress into one brief [stter to the editor. So wea will

be communicating frequently on this impartant subject.

Let's start, though, with asking ourselves whether it is wise to impase this large of a tax increase in the middle of a
recession. Property values are falling, and the people with whom we speak are increasingly asking for tax relief. Far too
many are worried that they won't be able to hold onto their homes. Almost all are in no position to pay any more, and, of
course, higher property taxes make it more difficult to sell real estate, as well.

A tax increase at this time will push some homeowners over the edge, thereby jeopardizing the whole county tax base.
We will be writing more letters to the editor before the election to explain our position further.

Wyckham Seelig

Vice Chairman of the

Washtenaw County Republican Party

Ann Arbor

URL: bitp:ffwww. heritage comfarticles/2009/10/20/opinicn/docdad5e5f4848af481921826.pit
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Downtown Ann Arbor walking tours markk
‘new era’ in local history education
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Skyline High School students get a
lesson in Ann Arbor history
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Suyling High School students saw history come off the page and into the streets
Thursday with the faunch of a project that introduces them to Ann Aroor's past.

The students, numbering about
200 and divided indo smatl groups,
participated in one of 10 different
walking tcurs Thursday maorning
that stopped at the thres-
dimensional ransparent glass
frames and wall panels installed
on buildings around the iy,

The students learmed about Ann
Arbor founders Elisha Rumsey
and John allen, who each using
il-gotten gains to buy land o
establish the city. And about Mary
Foster, who in 1876 became the
city's first female lawyver, and only

 Skyline High School student Libby Barbier takes
notes on one of the gizss frames dusing a tourof ~ - -
historical ma,@m I downtown An;'n'_ﬁfber Thursday. the T4th i the nation. She was 52,
L And about the Luick brothers, who

donated land next to what is today

Mark Blallek | for AnnArbor.com
Kerrytown for use as a farmer's market.

Whils the Downfown Ann Arbor Historical Sireet Exbibit Prograrm began overseeing
the installation of the frames and panels that tell Ann Arbor’s sicry 10 years ago,
organizers of the tour decided [t was time to make sure they are secn,

"We didn't wan! to just put history on the street,” sald Ray Detter, one of the
organizers. "We wanted fo activate the exhibil, 1o get people involved. One of the best
ways to do that was 1o integrate it into the school system.” Skyline was a natural place
to start, he said, because i was new and open o making the walking tour pard of its
currieulum.



k]
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Skyhne teachers developed teaching plans around the tour, Better said, that spann
all of this week.

"As a new school, we're Irying 10 establish relationships with businesses and
organizations,” sald Sean McBrady, Skyline history teacher. "And this fits in well
because we are teaching about {fechnoiogical, potiticat, education and social changes.”

The fours gave a local look at several broad themes:

« Immigration: YWhile fransplanied New Yorkers and New £nglanders first seffled here,
immigrants followed. Germans were first, foflowed by Greeks, italians, Irish and others,

+ Business: Morth of the Washtenaw County courthouse was the supply side of town,
providing lumber, marble, farm implements and more,

« Industrialization: Power came from the Ago dara Jbuilt in 1832). But Ann Arbor has
rever been an industrial powerhouse. That was left {o Ypsitanti.

Susan Nenadic, volunteer tour guide and retired Saling Schoof District teacher, led a
group of students around the old Fourth Ward, covering a geographic area that
apanned the area from the Washtenaw County Courthouse to Zingerman's
Delicatessen.

Her students learmed:

+ The bullding that now houses the Ann Arbor Observer Is the second-oidest
comemercial building in the city and has hosted businesses ranging from farm
implement seller to undenvear maker.

* Argiero's Festaurant was once 2 gas siation

» The Fourth Avenue Birkenstock store is in a buiiding that was home to the ciiy's first
Dunbar Community Center, a sfring of community centers around the nation that
offered lodging and services 1o the African American community and were named after
poet Paul Laurence Dunbar,

» Vestiges of the frolley that travaled down Detroit Strest to the tram depol can be seen
where the brick road is patched.



« Ann Arhor wanted to be named the state's capital. As a consolation grize, it got the
University of Michigan.

The Downtown Ann Arbor Historical Street Exhibit Program has overseen installation
of 28 transparent giass frames and almost 50 wall plagues that detail, through words
and pictures, Ann Arbor’'s history. While the city owns the exhibits, private money has
pakd for most of the project, Detter said. He hopes the pliot studerd four project will
eveniually expand to all of the city’s high schoals,

The sfreet exhibit program has vwon international, national and state awards. Cng more
frame will be installed at the University of Michigan Student Union fo mark where
FPresident John Kennedy announced plans for the Peace Corps. About 10 more wall
images are also ptanned, Detler said,

Skyline sophomore Christlan Lewis said he learned things he dign't know about the
cify, inciuding the fact that the Kerrytown neighborhood just barely escaped a wrecking

ball in the early 1860s, And the four was worth braving the Qciober chifl, he said.

"If | wasnyt here, {'d be in geometry right now.”
S8 Share this post «
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Elye New ork Etmes

Oclober 15, 2009
Sluggish Results Seen in Math Scores

By SAM DILLON

The latest resulls on the most important nationwide math test show that student achievement grew faster
during the years before the Bush-era No Child Left Behind law, when states were dominant in education

policy, than over the years since, when the federal law has become a powerful force in classrooms.

Scores increased only marginally for eighth graders and not at all for fourth graders, continuing a sluggish
six-year trend of slowing achicvement growth since passage of the law, which requires schools to bring 100

pereent of students to reading and math proficiency by 2014.

On the most recent test, 39 percenl of fourth graders and 34 percenl of eighth graders scored at or above the

proficient level.

“The trend is flat; it's a plateau. Scores are not going anywhere, at least nowhere important,” said Chester B.
Finn Jr., president of the Thomas B, Fordham [nstitute, a research organization in Washington. “That
means that eight years after cnactment of No Child Left Behind, the problems it set out to solve are not
heing solved, and now we're five years from Lhe deadline and we're still far, far from the goal.”

The test, known as the National Assessment of Educational Progress, was given to 329,000 fourth- and

eighth-grade students. Resalts in reading are 1o be released next year, officials said.

“This is the first time in 19 vears that fourth-grade math scores are flat,” said Scerctary of Education Arne

Duncan. “We've got to get better faster.”

The latesl scores werce especially disappointing because score gaps between white and minority students did
not diminish at all since the last lime the math test was administered, in 2007, On average, the nation’s
fourth graders scored 240 on a 500-point scale, just as they did in 2007. White fourth gruders, on average,

scored 248, Bispanics scored 227 and blacks scored 222.

Eighth graders, on average, scored 283 on the same seale, up from 281 in 2007. White cighth graders, on

average, scored 204, while Hispanics scored 266 and black eighth graders scored 261.

The gap of 32 points separating average black and white eighth graders represents about three years’ worth

of math learning,.

Enactment of the No Child Left Behind law in 2001 followed a decade dominated by a standards and
aceountability movement that brought deep changes to public schools. Edueators and poliey makers, in
nearly every state, laid out standards as Lo what students were expected to know in cach grade and subject,
and required schools to use those standards to guide instruction. They also established standardized testing

lof 3 [0/20/09 3:21 PM



Stuggish Results Scen in National Math Scores - NY Times com hitpe/fwww nytimes.com/2000/ 104 1 5/ecducation/ | Smath himl?_ .
regimes intended to measure whether students were mectling the standards and to hold schools accountable
for student achicvemenl,
The federal law, proposed by President George W, Bush and passed by bipartisan majorities in Congress in
his first year in office, sought to build on the slandards movement with many new federal rules, including o
requirement that states adminisler reading and math tests every vear to students in grades three through

eight and once in high sehool.
It required schools to publish their scores on state tests nol just as averages, but broken down by students’
race, sex and other groups, a rule that most educators agree has focused attention on narrowing

achievement gaps.

And it raised the imporlance of the National Assessmenl, requiring the Department of Education to increase
the frequency of its administration in math and reading to once every two years, Lo help Americans monitor

progress toward the goals of universal proficiency and the elimination of the achievement gap.

The latest results on the National Assessment show Lhat in the six years sinee the law took effect,
fourth-grade scores have risen by five points, to 240 from 235. That is slower growth than during the scven
years preceding the federal law, when average fourth-grade math scores grew by 11 points, to 235 in 2003
from 224 in 1996.

“Kither the standards movemnent has played out, or the No Child law failed to build on its momentum,” said
Mark Schneider, whe [rom 2005 to 2008 was commissioner of the arm of the Department of Eduecation that

oversees the National Assessment. “Whatever momentum we had, however, is gone.”

No one can say for certain why achievement progress has slowed since the federal law took effect, and M.

Schnetder and other cxperts warned that economic, demographic and social factors other than the law itself

may be to blame.

But an unintended consequence of the law has been thal many slates have lowered the rigor of their
standards and the difficulty of their tests to avoid sanctions the law imposes on failing schools, a process

Secretary Duncan has called a “race to the bottom.”

David P. Driscoll, chairman of National Assessment Governing Board, said at a news conferenee in
Washington announcing the scores: “Mathematics achievement is not close to where it should be.”

“A major reasen,” he said, “continues to be the lack of content knowledge and mathematics preparation of

our teachers.”

William Schmidt, an cducation professor at Michigan State University, also called the results disappointing,

“We're just inching upwards, and we've only got about a third of our students proficient,” Professor Schmidt
said.

The large variation in average scores by state, he said, should be a foeus of national analvsis, In
Massachusetts, for instance, where educators have sharply raised math scores in recent years by carcfully
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reworking standards and instruction, 57 pereent of fourth graders scored at or above proficient on the latest
test. That compares with Mississippi, where only 16 percent of students scored at proficient.

“How can we as a nation allow such disparily?” Professor Schmidt asked.

Copyrialt 2000 The Mew Yark Times Campany

Brivagy Pelicy | ferms of Service | Search | Carrections | Rsﬂ | Eirstlook | Help | CeontactUs | ‘Work for Us | Sits Map

Jof3 L/20/09 3:21 PM



r Hosting a Japanese student: How
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Students arid host families frem Hikena-Ann Arbor exchange gather at Gallup Park

“Travel is fatal fo prejudics, bigotry, and namrow-rmindedness. Bread, whalesome,
charitable views of men and things cannol be acguired by vegetating in one little
comer of the earth aif one’s lfetime.” — Mark Twain

Or, a8 my teen son summed it up on Facabook (ot as efoquendly, but | must admit, it
capiured tha sentiment):
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"There's a ir$%kin’ sweel Japanese kid af my house!”
Qh yes, how sweel it was.

we had & great week hosting Kohei, our 14-year-oid exchange student from Ane
Arbor's sister city of Hikone, Japan. A dozen middie schoolers from Hikone visited Ann
Arbor last week, and Ann Arbar Public Schools wilt send twelve middle schoolers to

Japan next month.

Frior to his visit, as | fried to digest the culturat information we had received, | wortisd
about whether nur home was welcoming or clean enough, how we would
commuicate, and whether he would eat well or miss his home. | wanted o make sure
he had a great time, that he appreciated our fair city, and that we pretended 10 act like
a normal American family, Or maybe even better than normal, whatever fhat is.

There was no need to worry. Kohel was delightful, and he spoke terrific English, ta cur
great relief, He was social and engaging: playing feotball with the neighbors, riding
ripstik with my youhger son, and teaching my daughter magic tricks. He deemed ail of
my food “delicicus.” Of course it was-gven the squash soup and the boxad mac 'n
cheess. | hops my owh Kids wers paying attention.

By opening our home to a visitor from afar, we leamed so much. The state of my
house wasn't so important; by the end of the week it was as messy as usual. Despile
language hurdies and minor cuitural differences {leamning to work the shower, doing
neat little bundles of laundry each day, no misc soup for breakiast), we're nof 5o
different. Teens don't need major enteriainment. They are happy hanging ouf with
friends, wherever they are. They like to flirt and tease each other, just like our kids.
They enjoved seeing the local sights, but more Importantly, they wanted o make
connections.

When | asked Kohel what he wanted to do most while he was here, he promptly
answered, Y want lo make fofs of fends.”

Mission accomplishad,

The Japanese host Mr. Ikegami, after describing the impact of this relationahip
hetween Hikone and Ann Arbor at our Sayonara party, framed it like this:



f cannot changs the war of the past, but it is my duly to make sure { never happens
again.”

if we are honest, we &l have our history and prejudices. Conflict with the Japanazse is
nat i my persenal history, but it s for many who slilf feel the sting of World War 1. But
regardiess of the differences, if we make a friend--a real human connection--it
hecomes impossible 1o hate or paint broad negative assumptions aboul an entire
group of pecple. Because we'll always remember that one friend who was so Kind.

S0 now we have g dear frignd in Japan, who rmy son adit wisit in just two weeks. 1 must
agree witlh my sore f18 very sweel
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Students learn about health at Teddy Bear Clinic

Sunday, Octoher 13, 2008

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal

Sydney Bumpus and Alexa Hughes were among about 130 kindergartners and first-graders at Carpenter Elementary
School in Ann Arbor who recently learned more about health and their five senses.

The students were part of a Teddy Bear Clinic put on by nursing students from Washtenaw Community College who
manned a series of health-related hands-on health stations at the school Oct. 14,

Zachary Brewer, a first-grader, learned he stilt had a few germs left on his hands after he washed them by looking at
them in the "Glitterbug."

The Glitterbug, a biack-light, showed areas that had been missed during the hand-washing process.

"We tell them to sing 'Happy Birthday' or another song, while they are washing their hands and also to scrub their nails,”
said Glenda Tate, a WCC nursing student.

Meanwhile, Andrew Ma and Marielle Lanczki, kindergarteners, learned more about their senses of taste by trying
different cancoctions in paper cups.

Diane Leistner, another nursing student, said salty, bitter, sour and sweet are tasted by different areas of the tongue as
the students tasted salt, vanilla, leman and sugar to experience the difference.

The students also had an opportunity to practice brushing teeth by using shaving cream on tooth brushes and practicing

on faminated teeth.

Soren Knudsen, a first-grader, and his classmates also had an opportunity to color & page that reminded them to brush

after meals.

Trevor Emch, a kindergartener, put his nose to the test o smell a cantainer with vanilla at another station in the room.

Gayathri Gunda, a kindergartener, learned about sound at the health fair.
Students were also abie to test their sense of touch by finding objects on flashcards inside & closed container.
"MNursing students from WCC plan health fairs four times a year, said nurse Sherry MacGregor.

She said each is a ittle different, but includes teeth brushing, hand washing, exercise, nufrition and infermation about ali
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five senses,

Lisa Allmendingsar can be reached at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397} or at lallmendinger@heritage.com.

URL: http:/iwww.heritage.com/articles/2009/10/20fann_arbor_journalfnews/docd4adb82ba35s722578326485.prt

© 2009 heritage.com. a Journal Register Property
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Foes, backers ramping up
Washtenaw County school
enhancement millage Eampalgns
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Betsy Marks is a bif conflicted.

She got a mailing the other day from the citizen’s cormmittee in Ann Arbor pushing
approval of a 2-mill tax to benefit all schools in the county. The group poirded out the
dire cireumstances facing local schools and the budget shorffslls its members say
could lead to massive layofis and the disruption of education.

But Marks worries about having to pay more taxes and wonders whether the schools
have done a good enough job managing the money they already nave.

And 50, she's not guite decided o how she’ll vote whan she heads lo the polls on
Biow. 3.

Aot of folks in Washtenaw County share her indecision.

They're taced with deciding whether to believe supporters, who say passing this baliof
measure is the only way fo presarve the quality of education in area schools, of
opponents, who say the tax is too large and schools could find ways {o be more

efficient.

YWith ess than & month 1o go befors Electian Day, both sides are ramping up their
effors o educate voters - holding forums, sending makngs and updaling Web sites.

Much of that action is concenirated in the Ann Arbor school district, which baoth sides
say s key to success on Election Day. If Ann Arbor voiers approve the miltage, i's
likely o pass, no matter which side voters In other digtricts arg on. The opposite 5 also
true.



Y

The basits

The millage would raise about $30 million countywide each year. it would cost the
owner of 8 home with a $100,000 taxable value 5200 per year. it would be in place for

five years,

The maney raised would be gpiit among the county’s 10 traditional school districts -
Ann Arbor, Chelsea, Dexler, Lincoln, Manchester, Milan, Saling, Ypsilant, Wiltaw Rum
znd Whitmore Lake. Charter schools in the county would not receive any funds from
the tax. It would be collected by the Washtenaw Irdermediate Schoo! District and
distributed {0 the school disiricls based on student enrolimeant.

Ann Arbor would get the largest chunk of the money - about 511 millien each year.

The overall county vote is what will determine passage. If, for exampis, voters in ohe
schoof district vele it down, but it passes countywide, all county pronerty owners,
including those in the district whers it falled, wouid be assessed the tax.

The money would go inte each district’'s general fund, There would be no restrictions
o how It would be spent.

The case for the miliage

Ann Arbor schools Superintendent Todd Roberis says the case for
the millage Is simple: The state has made steep cufs in school
finding to balance ifs budget, and districts nsed to find a way o
replace some of that money.

Ferpupil state aid makes up the bulk of local school disiricts'

revenug. 4s it has dropped, many distncts have had to repeatedly
cut money from thelr budgets, [sopardizing the quality of education @ ]
they can offer, administrators say. A spending plan approved by the o
state |egisiature for this school year cuts funding by 3165 per pupil.

Todd Roberls

And under Propossal A, Jocal school districts can't go directly to volers and ask far
operating money. Bul they can band tegether and seek a countywide enhancement
millage that will benefit ali the districts in the county.



Ann Arbor has alrgady made millions of dallars in cuts in the past saveral years and is
facing an estimated 515 million hudget shortfall next school year. That eguates {0
about 200 pasitions,

"We believe thal the quality of our commurity would suffes” if the millage doesn't pass,
Roberts said.

Roberts said Ann Arbor nas tightened its belt by reducing its staff, negotiating a
no-pay-raise conlract with the teachers union this school year and working with other
county schoot districts to ook at consolidating services.

"Locally, we're frying to take control” of our finances, Roberts sald, adding cven if the
millage passes, cuts would likely be needed next year. "We can't wail for the state to
solve the problem. We're hoping the community will support us take some control over
our destiny. This is not an Ann Arbor issue. if's @ county issus.”

The other area school districts are binning their hopes on the millage as weil

‘| think & misnomer out there s that this is an enhancement milage. | don't believe
there is one district in the county that will be enhancing,” Chealses School Dislrict
Superintendent David Killips said, "This i3 eboul maintenance and survival.”

Bryan Girbach, the superintendent of Milan Area Schools, agreed.

"As we've frimmed back and trimmed back ... we're getting to the point where there's
nowhere o trim without affecting the proagram for our Kids. | don't think the residents of
YWashtenaw Gounty will be happy with the education program we carr offer with that
kind of cut.”

The case aqainst the millage

While suppaoriers of the miflage focus a lot of their altention and rhetoric on what would
happen in the schools if the enhancement millage passes or falls, Kathy Griswald, a
former Ann Arbor schoot board member, and Ted Annis, a local businessman and
member of the Ann Arbor Transporiation Authority board, decided instaad o focus on
what would happen o taxpayers if it passes.

The two, who are among the leaders of the anti-millage group Ciizens for Responsibls
School Spending, didr'tlike what they save.



"I find ¥ to be an unreasonable request,” Annis said, "It's an 11 percent increase {in the
number of mills levied for schools). That's a lot in hard times.”

Ann Arbor homeowners already pay more than 17 mills o support schools, millage
opponents point out. A mill is & tax of §1 per $1,000 of a home's taxable value.

Annis puts a twist on the supgporters' "It takes a mitlage to educate a child” mantra.
Referencing the six millages Ann Arber residents already pay to the local district and
the intermediate schoot disteict, he said, "evidently It takes six millages, and soon a
seventh, io educaie a child.”

The group sees bloat in the Ann Arbor school digirict - noting that when you divide the
number of students by the number of teachers, you get a ratic of about 14 students to
every teacher. The district should be able to realign its {eaching resources o make
sure studerts stijl get a geod education, millage opponents say.

Annis sait millage suppaorters are engaging in scare tactics when they predict gloom
and doom if the millage fails.

The citizens' group is also upset that all the money raised in some districts won't be
spent in that district,

For example, in Ann Arbor, 816 milion wilt be raised each year. Only 511 million will be
sent to Ann Arbor. The rest will go to ofber districts,

Griswold said votars shouldm't think Ann Arbor school officials are simply being
generous to other districts.

"It's gasy 1o say, ‘Let's heip our brothers in ¥psi when it puts revenue in the bank for
Ann Arbor as well”

The citizens’ group isn't the onty one against the millage. The Washtenaw County
Republican Party voted recentty io oppose it.

"The proposad 2 mik (330 million) annual {ax increase will push already struggling
taxpayers over the sdge, causing them to tose thelr homes, and further weakening the
lax base of the county,” Wyckham Seellg, vice chairman of the party, gaid in a
statement. "It wlil achieve nothing beyond putting a temporary bandage on g

(ny



"“What we need fo have is a serious, non-siop cost control effort, including much more
privatization of non-teaching funciions, vigorous competitive bidding for alf schoo]
system business, and, most importanily, more cost effective teacher compensation
packages.”

Cavid Jogse covars K-12 educalion for AnnArbar.cam. He can be reached 5f
tlavidiesse@annarbor.com or af 734-623-2534.
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THIS WEEK IN LOCAL EDUCATION

witH PoLL: Enhancement millage is the
t lk in Washtenaw County education

rcles
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in Washtenaw County educaticn circles, the enhescement mitlage on the tallot Mov, 3
wilt fikely take center stage for the next Tew weeks.

A host of meetings are planned - both large public town hall type events {check with
your local school district for days and times In your area) and smaller house-party
fundraisers.

it's ot just educators who are keenly interssted in the issue. Wy story yesterday on
the argumenis hoth for and against the 2-mill 1ax is nearing 100 commenis as [ type
this around B a.m.

Vite're planning more stories on the millage in the coming days. Please comment
below or e-mail me at davidjgssegannarbor.com if there arg specific questions you
want answered.

And while you're here, vote in our poll.

How will vou wote on the countywids schools enhancement millage?
i lve got enough information and will vole yes
| don't have enaugh information yet, but am feaning lowards yas
_ I have enough information and will vote no
| dom't have enough information, but am lsaning towards ro
= I'm undecided

(Wore )

View Results

Twio school board meetings tonight have interesting items on the agenda.



The first is & board retreat in Ypsilanti. It will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. at the high
school. The board will work on relations with the new supetintendent and discuss key

issues facing the district.

The other is at 7 p.m. at Dexter's Creekside Intermediate Schoal. The school board
will conduct its regular business, including receiving the audit of last year's finances.

Az always, feel free 1o &-mall me or call me at 734-623-2534 with any story ideas. I'd
love to get into more classrooms and report on the good teaching that's going on out

thers.



LEETTERS TO EQITOR

Roundabouts near Skyline High are
unsafe due to lack of lighting
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Editor’s note: The following letter was addressad fo the Washtenaw Caunty Road
Carmmission.

Fam writing fo urge you 1o expedite your nagotiations and finalize an agresment
regarding the maintenance of roundabouts in Ann Arbor. | have been {cld that a draft
agreemeant g currently being negotiated relating to the roundabout near Geddes &
LS23 and that this agreement will be used as a femplate for the other roundabouts in
the area.

I am hopeful that you are aiready awars of the unsafe state of the three roundabouts
an Morth Maple Road near Skyling High School. Several strestlighis have been
toppled by car accidents and other streetfights have been wrned off due to the wiring
exposed by the toppled lights.

As a result of the lack of proper ighting, Skyline students wha navigate the
roundabouts as pedestrians are put at serious risk every day. In addition to the
inadequate lighting, the roundabouts also posa safety risks due to the poor sightiines
calsed by the elevation of the center islands and negiected snow plowing on the
roundabout sidewaiks.

We, the parents of Skyline High Schoof students, urge you io quickly finalize the
mainienance agresment for the roundsbouts and immediately apply that agresment to

e
Rorth Mapte Road roundabouis so that our children can avold these unnecessary

safety risks.

Brian fieloaski
Skyling PT30 Presitent

i
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National Educational Technology
plan m be discussed In Ann Arbor
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Two Universily of Michigan professors will hold a conversation on a new National
Fducational Technology Plan Wednesday.

Dan Atkins from the scheol of information and Barry Fishman from the schoot of
education are both members of the technical work group putting togethsr the plan. The
plan aims to assembiae goals to shape state and [ocal school technology plans.

The purpose Wednesday's meeting, which will run from 4-6 pam., 8 1o gather input
from various members of the public about the plan.

Local schogl officials, students training (o be teachers and other interested parties ars
expecied lo attend. The event is opan fo the public,

it will be held at o different [ocalions i Ann Arbor: The Atking conference rocm at S
North, 1075 Beal Ave. on North Campus and the Tribute Roor in the Schood of
Education, 6810 E. Universily.

EB  Sharo this post « Tags: bniversity of atlchigan, Washiznaw Codnty sohiaols



Fooding issves 1o be fixed at Pioneer High School - Fenitage . htip:/Awww heritage. com/articles/2009/10/20/ann_arbor_journal...

Heritage Newspapers {(heritage.com}

Ann Arbor Journal = News

Flooding issues to be fixed at Pioneer High School

Tuesday, October 20, 2009

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journai

Following the departure of the ast University of Michigan and Ohio State football fans from the Pioneer High Schoot
parking lot Nov. 21, a stormwater project will begin to fix a flocding problem.

The Ann Arbor Public Schoals, the Office of the Washtenaw County Water Rescurces Commissioner and city of Ann
Arbor have collaborated on a project that will improve water quality and reduce flooding on the city's west side.

Alien Creek runs under the north lawn of high school property, said Harry Sheehan, an engineer for the Office of the
Washtenaw County Water Resources Commissioner.

The property is a popular parking area for football fans.

Included in the $3.1 million project is the installation of two large underground tanks and pipes that will be part of an

underground water treatment system,

About 130 trees will be planted along the Allen Creek corridar on the site. The creek empties into the Huron River and
the project is slated to clean the stormwater hefore it reaches the Huron River.

About 40 percent of the project will be paid for by federal stimulus money.
Board of Education President Deb Mexicotte called it “a great project for the community."

Parents of Pioneer students were sent a letter explaining the timeline and project details, said Superintendent of

Schocls Todd Roberts.

There will be a permanent fence erected along the sidewalk.

In the initial phases, about three or four pieces of heavy equipment working at a time, Sheehan said.

“This is really the onty time there will be a big hole," said Randy Trent, executive director of physical properties.

A retaining wall will be added along the southeast corner of the driveway and a brick plaza in the southeast corner at
South Main and Stadium.

The project also will be used as a teaching tool for science teachers and their classes.
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There will be football parking in the area for the 2010 season.

Lisa Alimendinger can be reached at 1-877-995-NEWS (6387) or at lallmendinger@heritage.com.

URL: http:sffwww.heritage.comiarticles/2009/10/20/ann_arbor_journatinewsfdoc4addd58ed7a72841355016.prt
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Letter to the editor: A call for responsible school

management

Tuesday, October 20, 2009

A call for responsible school management

The school administrators in VWashtenaw County are being melodramatic. They are predicting dramatic school program
cuts and degradation of school performance. They go further in saying that our communities will not be desirable places
for anyone to reside or locate businesses in. Hogwash and more hogwash.

High taxes are the prime consideration of where a business will iocate. All you have to do is look at the southern, low-tax
states that are capturing the bulk of new manufacturing jobs.

What are we talking about here? The state is cufting the per student aflocation by about 2 percent, Almost nothing. How
do the schools cut 2 percent (or more) from their budgets? By doing what they have been stubbornly avoiding
--outsource services like busing, custodial, grounds, lawn and snow removal, and cafeteria services.

Get back o the school's core business -- education.

What else? increase class size. Class size is not an indicator of classroem performance, teacher quality is. Salaries
amount to some 85 percent of a school's budget. Reduce the number of administrators and teacherg, reduce costs,

It is offensive to hear administrators ask for more money at a time when businesses, facing a similar shortfal!, are cutting
employees, freezing or reducing salaries, and suspending 401K matching funds. We should expect our schools to be
similarly innovative. YWhy not ask the teacher unions to come to the iable for salary and benefit reductions? Why should

zchools be immune to such measures?

The anly way, it seems, to get adminisirators and school boards to become more efficient is to force them by stop bailing
them out with millages. Capital or operating millages result in the exact same thing -- more money for school operations,
either by removing capital burden on operating budget or directly adding to it.

Den't be fooled by the rhetoric. Join me in voting "nc" on the millage, and for responsible school management.
Bab Spink

Chelsea
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Students celebrate Walk to School Day, call attention to
new crosswalk at intersection

Wednesday, October 14, 2009

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal

Anton Fergusan, a second-grader at Carpenter Elementary School, said it best with a homemade sign.

"Carpenter Rocks!! We love to walk for Carpenter” it read.

Anton made the sign in honor of both National Walk To School Day Oct. 7, and, more imporiantly, the completion of a
new cross-walk at a dangerous intersection near the school,

The intersection at Packard and Dalten roads was the site of three pedestrian injuries when students were hit by cars in

the last five years.

"It was something that was recognized six years ago when | came to Carpenter,” said Ran Caollins, the school's principal,
crediting Annette Ferguson, a member of the Carpenter Elementary School Safe Routes to School Team since its

formation, as a driving force for the changes.

Ritchie Coleman, Pittsfield Township's Department of Public Safety’'s community coordinator, said between 40 and 75
children cross at the site and he's baen working toward improving this new intersection since November 1990.

"We didn't have sidewalks on the east side of Dalton; there were no walkable paths," he said.

Crossing guard Isiah Harrison said the new intersection was wonderful because before this new crosswalk was

installed, the students had to cross two roads.

A new crosswalk was added on the west side of the intersection, while the crosswalk on the east side of the road was

removed.

In addition, new crossing signs and a mounted traffic signal with countdown numbers was installed.

“It's pretty great,” said Cindy Walton, who said she walks with her children to schooi whenever they can. They live

almost a mile away.

The $11,860 improvement was a collaborative effort between representatives from school administration, staff, parents,
Pittsfield Township elected and safety officials, the Washtenaw County Health Department, the Washtenaw County
Road Commission, Fedkx and U of M Mott Children's Hospital,
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"l was nice to see it continue to evolve into a success story," Coleman said.

In fact, a group of eight fourth- and fifth-graders at Carpenter also got involved voicing cancerns about the safety of

people crogsing Fackard from two nearby apartment complexes.
About 25 percent of the 330 students walk to school in good weather while about 3 percent ride bikes.

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at [alimendinger@heritage.com or at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397).

URL: http:fiwww. heritage.conyarticles/2009/10M4fann_arbor_journalinewsidocdace4f1e3a3d5106307454 . prt

© 2009 heritage.com, a Journal Register Property

20f 2 10/22/09 11:13 AM



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

School enhancement millage is
needed

— . - ~a . P T 1, B & 5 LT Nt
Srated Thoay, 3 hous 2O o & Commeants. Sommant Mo

1 disagree with Wyckham Seslig's cormmeants concerring a tax increase for schools, if
he opposes a millage incréase that 1s his prefogative but don't nide behind the
Washtenaw County Repubtlican Parly tag unless you have polled each cne of us
indivicualhy.

Had you and your cohorts done something in Lansing this situation would ot exist. |
believe the only way our schools will continue to prosper in this current environment is
through a millage increase. | have lived in Ann Arbor for 45 years and have woted for
every school mileage that was presented. There is no greater Qift we can give a young
student than an epporiunity to receive a good educalion.

BMax M. Ziegler
Ann Arbar
B2 Sharo thiz post = Tags: aducaton, lotiers o odioy, niiteoe, oeinfor, schools, tax




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Schools using fear-mongering to get
millage passed

Pratad Todey.

3 hours 990 S Qo Dommonh How

Thank goadness for Mr. Seelig and the Washienaw County Republican Party ("Now s
rat the time for 3 tax increase in Washtenaw Cobnfy).

Now | think Newt Gingrich fowered the bar for party politics over public intarest o the
fowest level possible, bul someone needs to challenge the fear-mongering of the
schoo! districts, undons, and politicians In their guest to maintain their elevated financial
expactations at the expense of homeowners with a seemingly endigss stream of tax
icreases. Some of which are not even voled on but impiemeanted at leadership
discretion and just show Lp on my fax bill

Where does the manipulation of the public end? The strategizing of iIssues on the
ballef, the iming and placemeant of fax proposais designed o confuse or prey upen the
publics’ good will with the manipulation and surgical use of facis to support their tax
increases. It's ke suffering a death by a thousand small cuts, esch insignificant but

fogether very deadly.

And why aren'l the charter schools crying in their milk? Oh yeah, they don't have
unions, pensiens, buyoisds, tenure, or bloated adminisirative costs. s it really all about
the Kids or is self preservation and maintaining status quo the molivating factorin
these manipulative pleas for increassed funds?

Frank . Dalimonte
Anv Arbar

,}‘%;gg Snare thig post « Tags: education, Loetlars to thn edior, millsge, opinion, schools,
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sranholm’s veto of school funding
EE mﬁt Ann Arbor $3.7 million

CA e g T 16 Corma s oot oy
An unexpectad cut in a special stale aid category will comding with 3 previcusly
s ochicols peraupd foundation grant to gut the distinet

announced cut in the S0 &b
on the edge of steep oliff, Superintendeant Todd Roderts said Tuesday morming.

"It was unwelcome call last night. 'We're going to have some chalienges in dealing with
1,” Roberts said.

richigan Governor Jennifer Granholm last night vetoed funding for what's called the
20 portian of the state's scheol ald fund. That money goes to 38 school districts
statewide. It was part of Proposal A, the measure that reforred school funding in
1894, The payments wenz an attermpt o maintaln the level of per-pupi funding for ine
highest-funded districts when Froposal A switching iinancing of schodls from [ccal
districts to the stals.

The state now pays each distnct a varying amocunt of money per sach student it has
anroiled. Ann Arbor gets about 58 800,

In Ann Arbor's case, the money cut was 5233 per student. The Legisialure could
override the veto, but if i stands, T will mean 8 33.7 miliion hit to the district’s
3180-million plus budgetl, Roberfs said.

The state schoof budget also takes away 2165 from each diskrict's base perpupll
funding. Thal's going to cost the district 2.8 million

Combined, that's a hit of about $335 per pust, or mare than 36 million

"It's & big deal” Raoberts said. "wWhen we got the first cut, we had hoped o make it up
with pan of our fund egaity {mme than 320 million). We can't use the fund eguily fo
cover ail of this.”

That's because the district uses that extra money to cover the hills in the monrths each
yvearit doesn't get a state aid payment.



That's becauge the districl uses that extra maney to cover the s In the menths each
vear if doesn't get a state aid payment,

“The problem could get worse,” Roberls sald, "We've been t0ld 1o expect another cui
in February.” School offictals also expect districts will have to take another cut nesxt
year of $400-5500.

Combined, the cuts could amount 1o $1,000 per student. The district has more than
19,000 students.

The cuts come as the district, along with &ll the other school districts in Washienew
County, are asking voters for a Z-mull tax increasea.

The tax would raise about 511 miliion a year for Ann Arbor. Even that won't be enough,
Roberts said. "If all the cuts come, the millage doesn't touch the total™ he said,

As for making up the two clts announced in the last couple of weeks, Roberts said the
district is looking at all i{s options, but making cuts wetl Into the budget year - if stars
July 1 - 18 very hard to do.

“Thia is ridicldous. To make this cut in late Colober makes it aimost impossible for
districts to handia.”

In af, Granholnt's cut to the 38 highest-funded districts will cost therm $51.6 million.
Overall, the Democratic governor vetoed 554 million in spending from the budget
School aid payments are 1o go out Tussday.

Loging the extra money would mean $4.9 milfion less for Livonia Public Schoois and a
cut of the same amount for the Dearborn City Schoot District, The Walled Lake
Consofidated School District would get $4.7 million less and Warren Consclidated
Schools would get $3.8 miliion less. Districts ranging from Saugaiuck o Detour and

East Lansing aiso would see decreases.

Schooi officials have said even the $165-per-studant cuts will lead to layoffs, crowded
classrooms and fewer preschodf brograms, More districts could face severe financial
trouble as they struggle with faling enrcliment and a lingering recession.

Districts will have the flexibifity to trim spending from pragrams of their choosing as
leng as they agree o consolidale services o reduce costs.




Aichigan Education Association President Iris Safters said the $54 miffion Granholm
vetoed from the school aid budyget and the threat of more cuts 1a coims shows the state
needs to change how it pays for education and other services.

"We have a chronic budget problerm, and cufs aren’t making It go away,” Salfers said in
8 refeass,

In her letter to lawmakers announcing she had signed the K-12 budget, Granholm
warned that unless lRwmakers raise more money r schools, districts could see even
bigger cuts than the cnes included in the bill, State taw requires school payments be
cut if there's a deficit.

She sald the shorifall could be as much as $264 million in the $12.9 billion K-12
budget, Some lawmakers have said they plan to raise more money for districtg, but
they haven't sent any revenue bills {0 her desk, Lawmakers didn't pass the school aid
bill untit iate Oct. 8, & week after the fiscal year started.

The Asscclated Praess contributed io this story.

BB Thare this post = Tags: Ans Arkor Public Scheals, Educatian



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Proposed school enhancement tax
would just feed the beast

GO Somaneaa, Coiimet Aoy

Tooay Doouts oo

Editar's note: The following letter to the editor was susmiticd by Bevarley Gefiner,
ormer supsrintendant oF Saling Area Schools.

I'm writing this because my hushand and § have had marny discussiens in recent
weeks aboul the forihcoming Washtenaw County Education Mitlage. | have been a
lifelong defender and supporter of public education, and have always voted YES for
every education millage no matter where | ived,

However, | am writing to tell you that we have already voted MO on the countywida
millage that is caming up for a Nov. 3 vote,

We did not come to this decision lightly, For me, it was truly 2 moral dilernma that |
pondered deeply.

However, my experignces as a senlor educalional administrator in severdl schoal
districts have convinegd mea of that the current modet and structure of public education
in Michigan is & fotal disasier. "We are operating an inefficient, unegual, immoral, and
unsusiainable "system” (non-system} of sublic education

Continuing to fund the model that we have Is simply "feeding the beasl” and ceiaying
the ulitimate and necessary date of reckoning.

Students in Michigan will continue to be shortchanged as dollars are wasied in funding
D48 individuat, lncal schoot districts, including, a5 a corcliary, 548 individual
supetintendents, 549 central office staff, elc., serving students numbering as few a3
several hundred or ong or two thousand in individual schoal disiricts, The costs of the
unnecessary duplication of services aperating under this present siruciure are
unsustainable (and almost unimaginable), and continue o divert our public dolars
from direct service to students. This model, auite simply, is inefficient, ineffective, and
very bad business. {Far the record, the entire state of Maryland has 25 school
districts.)



Studenis throughout Michigan continue 1o be the "viclims™ or beneficiari=s” of hugely
varying amounts of dollars of per-pupil state funding depending on the good or bad
ner

fartune of thewr residence, The size of the funding gan now is agoroximatety $£,000 pe
student, depending on geagraphy.

There s a long history behind 1his sad tale; suffice it to say that since 1594 - now
aimuost 16 years ago, and even [ong before Proposal A put the current financing
system in place, we have supported a shamefully unegual process of funding
education in Michigan. | resent thatl my tax dollars are used 1o sustaln this immoraf
palicy. | have volced my grotests o my local state representatives who have remamed
sifent or expressed reg-rets thal they could do so little, Thus, foday, in 2008, this is
where we find ourselves:

The Biats Aid Financial Siatus Raport issued by the State of Michigan dated
8/20/2009, revealed the foE!owmg unegual armounts of basic funding {per-puott
foundation allowarice) for school districts in the Washtenaw County Intermediate
School District.

Ann Arbor $9430
Chelsea 7650
Dexter 7538
Lingoln Cons, 7318
hanchester 7513
Saling 7643

fdilan 7316
Whitmeore Lk, 7316
Wiltow Rurn 7840
Ypsitantl 7983

Thus, in just our own county, 339,480 of our tex monies are directed o support the
education of each Ann Arbor student, while $7,316 is directed to students who live in
Kilan or ¥Whitmore Lake -- a funding ditference of 52,174 per student. The differencas
in state per-pupit funding far greater when we ook at what the wealthiest disiricts in
Michigan receive, noting amounts over 312,000, Thus, every doiiar we send in taxes o
Lansing resulls in a differential of approximately 54,500 in the appmunlileq we give
Michigan's children to learn. As a life-long public schoot teacher and administrater and
university professor, | can assure you that money does indeed make a difference!



School boards and administrators are brought 1o their knees as local unions, guiced
and coached by their state and national organizations, use the thraal of walkouts,
refusal to getlle school vear calendars, glc., by demanding health care coverage as
part of the negotiations pracess. The preferred proviger Tor most Michigan school
districts «-which are alked with the MEA, is MESEA, owned and oparated oy the MEA,
tis common knowledge that millioni{s) of doljars are sent by the MEAMESSA 16 the
naticnal parert organization, the NEA, o fund that office,

Megotialions with cther possible carriers Tor different insurance plans are vary difficult
i conduct as state leqislahion permits the MEA/MESSA LS keep privale and
confidential thelr claims records. Thus, efforts to bring in olher health insurance
alternatives--often for lower cast and with greater benefiis--are stymied as n1o
comparative health claims data are gvatable. Believe me, this 15 a disaster,

Fart-lime employees warking a certain number of hours per week are tyoically entitied
to healih and benefil insurance coverage whizsh average more than $12,000 per
gmoloyves, while thelr salary & often [ess than that.

We currently have an estimated 1.8 biftion deficit in the Michigan budget, which is
expected (0 increase uniess the underiving costs at all levels of government in
Wikchigan are decreased.

Andy Dilten, Democratlic speaker of the House, put forth 2 proposat 3 months 3590 (o
place all public state employess {including school employees) into one huge oool,
which waould reap savings of an amount he estimated at around $800,000 002,

"Faortoo long,” he stated, "Michigan has wasted precious tax doltars on en inefficient
paichwork of thousands of separats, widely varying health care plans for its puklic
sector employees and relirees .

Requlring public employecs 1o pay mors for thelr heallh care in 8 new henefit struciure
that would take effect Jan, 1 would mitigaie unpcpular cuts to focal schoots, health
care providers and municipal governmenta. 1 also would provide the structural reform

that must accompany any tax reform.

0



.

if we confinue the present madel and structure, we continue to "feed the beast” and
we funnel money away from direct educational secvice to Michigan's millions of
students. Last September, evan State Superintendent of tnstruction Mike Flanagan
stated, "My daughter's benefits are more {ikely to b2 preserved under a statewide
system than when local school boards are freaking oul over cosls.”

Ta my great dismay, Gov, Grarhclm almost immediately rejected Billon's proposal,
She staled that the idea was a bad cne that wolidn't save the slate any monay in the
inresesable fulure, Granholm said the proposal wolldn't help resclve the state's
current financial problems in 2610 or 2011, and might even detract irom negotiations
o erase a looming $1.7-billion deficlt next fiscal vear hasause lawmakers might thing
they don't need o cut state programs or find new revenue to plug the budget hote.

Granholm said she doubted a farger poot of emplayees would save the slate money,
noting that the state aiready pools 55,000 employees in large heallh insurance pools.
She atso said that the timing is bad, that the stale should not consider any reform
proposais until we see what comes out of the current debate over healthcare retarm at
the national level in Congress,

So, alas, where did that all leave my husband and me? We deciued that we could KNG
LONGER act in support of any measurne that permited our terrible, unsustainable

pudiic education model to continue. In other words, we would NOT continge to direct
our financial support to plug the leaky holes of g system that should noi be confinusd,

We know that the schools in Washlenaw County, and in Michigan, are hurting. There
have already beern huge cuts made over the last § years or more, {Yet | must say that |
just spoke with members of the community, including two former AA schodl board
members, who have been investigating expenditures of the 4Ann Arbor School Board
and discoverad that from 2003-2008, expenditures rose from 5157 miilion to $188
million--331 million in additional expenses, NOT including funds gained and used from
the Sinking Fund and other sources of revende. That is over a Z0% increase in
expenses, while inflation has remained relatively tlat, and while programs and dirgct
seryices to students have beeh continuously reduced or eliminated.)

Ve must gll vale as we wish according t© what we value. Heving spoken to s rumber
of people recently, my husband and | declded {0 share our thoughts and concemns with
others, There comes a time when the charade of public educalion in Michigan must be
catied out. Qur students, our communiiies, and indesd our entire stata is at great rigk,



in the end, the real task is to insist that our state legislators have the courage to stand
up and dermand that 2 more moral, more equitable, more efficient, more affordabte and
rmore sustainable system of public education is desighed and implemented in our
beteaguered state. S0 far, | think we've been unforfunate witnesses 1 a sad tale of
lack of clarity and courage.

Beverley Geliner
Ann Arbor

Sihors this poat = Tags: coucaticon, Lettors o tha editer oiiiage, opirion, sonools, meos

R



FR AR, Cod v

/’U/JSO{/ AU

Shortage causes delays in swine
flu vaccinations for students

BY TINAREED .
tinarced@annarbor.com

Washtenaw County schools
have been told they won’t be
able to offer as many swine
flu vaccinations as originally
projected — at least for now.

The news came Wednesday
as schools reported to the
county that they saw flu levels
last week that rival the typical
peak of flu season. And local
healih-care providers have
reported increases in calls
from parents about flu-like
symptoms.

The weekly amount of ill-
ness reported by schools to-the
county was double the previ- |
ous week, likely related in part |
to cases of the novel HilNi flu
viros, said Laura Bauman, an
epidemiologist for the county.
October is much earlier in: the - -
year than when those levels of
the flu'would typically be seen,
she said. ' '

But the amount of vaccine
that’s arrived in the county so
far is only about 30 percent of
what the county says it needs.
And it is much less than what
was expected at this point —a
problem being seen around the
country.

The first HiN1 flu vac-
cination clinic will be avaii-
able to people who fall into
high-priority groups. It will be
Tuesday, from 3to 9 pam, at
the Washienaw Intermediate
School District facility, 1819 5.
Wagner Road.

Those who fall within
those highest priority groups
include pregnant women,
caregivers of children younger
than 6 months, children ages
6 months through 4 years,
children between the ages of
5 and 18 who have medical
conditions linked with higher
rigk of flu complications, such
as asthma, and health-care
workers who provide direct
patient care.

Several clinics have also
been scheduled at schools for
pregnant staff members and
those students who have medi-
cal conditions that put them ;
at higher risk of flu complica-
tions. i

"

activity on the west side of
the state, where some schools
have closed because atten-
dance was too low to hold
classes.

Manchester has seen
absence levels of about 15
percent to ¥y percent, which
is more typical of peak flu
season, There was a spike
in the absence rate Monday,
In Milan, absentee rates are
higher than usual for cold and
flu season, but that could also
be attributed to parents being
more vigilant in keeping their

Those clinics include:

» Ypsilanti Public Schools:
Nov, 2 ai Ypsilanti High School
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.

» Dexter Commumity
Schools: Nov. 3 at Creekside
Intermediate School from 10

am. to 8 p.m.

childrenr home when they feel
ill, said Superintendent Bryan
Girbach. _

The Ann Arbor schoot
district has seen upticks in
cases of the flu, and some
classrooms have seen higher
spikes. But so far, the flu
hasn’t been widespread, said
district spokeswoman Liz
Margolis. s

- Tina Reed covers health and
the environment for AnnArbor.
com. You can reach her af
tinareed@annarbor.com, call

her at 734-623-2535.

» Ann Arbor Public
Schools: Nov. 5 at Huren High
School from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.

» Milan Area Schools:
Nov. 6 at Milan High School
from 1 a.a. to 7 p.m.

“Given our limited supply,
we have to concentrate on ;
vaccinating those children and i
adults most at risk of com- . :
plications,” Richard Fleece, i

health officer for Washtenaw
County Public Health said in a
news release.

It will not be clear when the
vaccine will become available
to other children, adolescents
and the general public, About
7o percent of those affected
by the flu are between 5 and
24 years old, and respiratory
illnesses of some sort were
reported in every district in the
county, Bauman said.

School and county ofiicials
are keeping a close eye onflu
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