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I~Ae 
I) Ann Arbor Public Schools 

2555 SDuth State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734.994.2230 

MEMORANDUM 

To.: 
FrDm: 
Date: 
Subject: 

BDard Df Educa~2.n Jrustees 
TDdd RDberts ".." 
OctDber 23, 2009 
InfDrmatiDn Update 

Information Presentation 

Todd Roberts, Ed.D. 

Superintendent Df SChDDls 
rDbertst@aaps.k12.mi.us 

At Wednesday's BDard meeting we will have a presentatiDn abDut Dur envirDnmental 
education prDgram and the SChDDI district's envirDnmental cDnservatiDn effDrts. This is 
similar to. the presentatiDn we gave to. the Gray Panthers grDUp a few weeks ago.. I 
believe that it is very infDrmative and pDints DUt the significant effDrts we make to. bDth 
educate Dur students and be gDDd examples Df envirDnmental stewardship. 
EnvirDnmental educatiDn teacher Dave Szczygiel, physics teacher and planetarium 
directDr Stephen Schaffer and Randy Trent will do. the presentatiDn. 

School Funding Crisis 

I have included in the InfDrmatiDn Packet (Tab 1) an update Dn Dur SChDDI funding as it 
stands tDday. It has been an amazing week regarding SchDDI funding. Our funding has 
been reduced by $398 per student this week with anDther $127 per student reductiDn to. 
take place in 30 days unless the state addresses the shDrtfall in the SChDDI Aid Fund. In 
the InfDrmatiDn Packet I have included a letter that I have drafted explaining the 
funding situation for AAPS. This letter will be pDsted Dn Dur website and SChDDI 
websites. It will also. be sent to. staff. AlDng with my letter I have prDvided YDU with 
infDrmatiDn that came frDm the state regarding the funding reductiDns. This 
infDrmatiDn may be helpful in understanding what is happening in Lansing, if that is 
pDssible. 

If YDU have any questiDns let me knDW. 

HtNt Update 

I have included in the InfDrmatiDn Packet (Tab 2) an update that we are sending to. 
families regarding HINI. The state and Dur district are seeing an increase in flu like 
illnesses. We are wDrking with the Washtenaw CDunty Health Department to. hDst 
HIN11 vaccinatiDn clinics at HurDn (11 / 5) and PiDneer (11 / 10). Since the Health 
department has Dnly received 30% Df its shipment Df the HINI vaccine, the clinics will 
Dnly prDvide vaccinatiDns to. the priDrity grDUpS listed in the letter. 

If YDU have any questiDns let me knDW. 



Second Briefing Items 

The contracts for Pediatric Therapy Associates, Environmental Services, Asbestos and 
Lead Paint Abatement, and Integrated Pest Management Services are all on the agenda 
for second briefing. If you have any questions let me know. 
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I:~ 
I 
) Ann Arbor Public Schools 

2555 South State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734.994.2230 

October 23,2008 

Dear Ann Arbor Public Schools Parenti Guardian: 

Todd Roberts, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 
robertst@aaps.k12.mi.us 

With all of the news this week coming from Lansing regarding school funding, I have 
been getting questions regarding the specific impact on funding for our school district. 
The State School Aid bill signed this week by Governor Granholm reduced funding for 
all school districts by $165 per student. The Governor also vetoed the Section 20j line 
item in the School Aid bill that further reduces funding for the Ann Arbor Public 
Schools along with 39 other school districts in the state. The veto of Section 20j reduces 
our funding by an additional $233 per student. The total reduction in funding for our 
school district in the State School Aid bill signed this week is $398 per student which 
equals 6.6 million dollars in lost revenue for our school district for the current 2009-2010 
school year. 

We also received notice today that the state has determined that based on the 
Department of Treasury's projections there are insufficient revenues in the State School 
Aid Fund to fund the recently signed budget. Thus, the Governor has issued a proration 
order that reduces funding for schools by an additional $127 per pupil that will take 
effect in 30 days unless the state finds additional revenues for the School Aid Fund. This 
additional reduction in funding will mean another 2.1 million dollars in lost revenue to 
our school district this year. 

The Ann Arbor Public Schools stands to lose 8.7 million dollars in funding for this 
school year. Losing any funding four months into our fiscal year and two months into 
the school year creates a significant hardship for the school district. Losing almost nine 
million dollars in funding is completely unacceptable. Addressing this loss in funding 
mid-year will create financial hardship for the district and may require mid year cuts to 
both programs and services. 

I would encourage you to contact both the legislature and Governor to help them 
understand that reducing funding to our schools by almost nine million dollars is 
unacceptable. They need to stop playing political games and work together to address 
the state's budget in a way that adequately funds education for our students. You can 
contact Governor Granholm at 517-373- 3400, Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop at 
senmbishop@senate.michigan.gov and House Majority Leader Andy Dillon at 
andydillon@house.mLgov. If you have any questions please let me know. 

~~16~ 
Todd Roberts 



JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 
LANSING 

October 19, 2009 

Michigan House of Representatives 
State Capitol 
Lansing, Michigan 48909-7514 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

JOHN D. CHERRY, JR. 
LT. GOVERNOR 

Today I have signed Enrolled House Bill 4447, the state school aid budget for 
the fiscal year that began nearly three weeks ago on October 1,2009. However, I 
have disapproved several appropriations in the bill, as authorized by Section 19 of 
Article V of the Michigan Constitution. The specific item vetoes are detailed in the 
attached copy of the bill, which has been filed with the Secretary of State. While my 
approval of this bill will enable the continued operation of public schools and allow 
school districts to make scheduled bond payments, the Legislature has much more 
work to do to complete a balanced funding plan for our schools. 

As presented, Enrolled House Bill 4447 is fiscally flawed. In simple terms, if 
this School Aid bill were a check written on a bank, it would be returned for 
insufficient funds. By some estimates there may be as much as a $264 million gap 
between the expenditures called for in this bill and the School Aid Fund revenues 
needed to pay for them. Failure to address this revenue shortfall quickly will only 
make future education funding cuts deeper and more destructive to our schools. 

As a first step in addressing this shortfall, I have exercised my constitutional 
line item veto authority. Specifically, I have disapproved of the following 
appropriations, totaling $54.0 million: 

• Section 20j of the bill, a provision that would authorize special supplemental 
foundation allowance payments totaling $51.5 million for certain districts 
with the highest foundation allowances. 

• Section 32c, which would provide specialized funding of nearly $1.6 million 
for secondary prevention services programs. 

• Section 57, earmarking $285,000 for advanced and accelerated programs. 

• Section 99p, dedicating $100,000 to assist some districts in providing cultural 
experiences to students. 

P.O. BOX 30013. LANSING. MICHIGAN 48909 
www.michigan.gov 



Michigan House of Representatives 
October 19, 2009 
Page 2 

• Section 39a(1)(m), a provision that would allow for up to $50,000 in 21st 
Century Community Learning Center funds to be used to support the 
Michigan After-School Partnership. 

• Section 61a(3) , a provision that guarantees vocational education funding to a 
specific intermediate district up to the amount it received in fiscal year 1997, 
or $388,700. 

• Section 65(3), that provides funding of $75,000 for a pre-college engineering 
program in the Kalamazoo area. 

Because these reductions will not fully resolve the shortfall in the State 
School Aid Fund, other actions will be necessary. If the Legislature fails to secure 
the revenues needed to fully fund the budget it has passed, state law requires a 
proration in payments to school districts beyond the mid-year $165 per pupil 
reduction already assumed in Enrolled House Bill 4447. 

Our schools deserve sufficient funding to fulfill the critical mission we have 
given them and they deserve an honest budget that allows them to make necessary 
adjustments in their own spending. Enrolled House Bill 4447, as presented to me, 
gives them neither. It demands urgent additional action by the Legislature. 

To provide direction regarding the implementation of this appropriations act, 
I note that Sections 20(15) and 104(2) of the bill include statements oflegislative 
intent. While the Legislature has the right to state its advice, preferences, or wishes 
through a statement of intent, such statements do not impose conditions upon 
appropriations and are non-binding. 

By presenting me a school aid budget for fiscal year 2010, you prevented an 
immediate fiscal crisis in our public schools. However, unless you act to fully fund 
this budget, it is only a matter of weeks before that crisis confronts our schools with 
additional destructive mid-year cuts. There is no time to waste. The time to 
complete work on this school aid budget is now. 



Michigan House of Representatives 
October 19, 2009 
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Attachment 
cc: Michigan State Senate 

The Honorable Terri Lynn Land, Secretary of State 



KEY MESSAGES ON SCHOOL AID BUDGET 

Did the Governor sign the K-12 School Funding budget today? 

Yes. The Governor signed the HB 4447 that was presented to her by the State 
Legislature. The Governor signed the bill so the state could make its October 20 School 
Aid payments to schools. Without a K-12 budget in place, schools may have had to close 
their doors or unable to meet their bond payments. 

Did the Governor use her line-item veto power and eliminate funding for any 
programs? 

Yes. The Governor exercised her line-item veto authority on HB 4447 because the State 
Legislature spent more money in the bill than they have money to spend. In fact, the bill 
was underfunded by at least $60 million. By some estimates there may be as much as a 
$264 million gap between the expenditures called for in this bill and the school aid fund 
revenues needed to pay for them. 

What did the Governor cut from the K-12 budget? 

The Governor vetoed funding for the following programs: 

• Section 20j of the bill, a provision that would authorize special supplemental 
foundation allowance payments totaling $51.5 million for certain districts with the 
highest foundation allowance. 

• Section 32c, which would provide specialized funding of$I,593,800 for 
secondary and prevention services programs. 

• Section 57, earmarking $285,000 for advanced and accelerated programs. 
• Section 99p, dedicating $100,000 to assist some districts in providing cultural 

experiences to students. 
• Section 39a(I)(m), a provision that would allow for up to $50,000 in 21st Century 

Community Learning Center funds to be used to support the Michigan After­
School Partnership. 

• Section 61a(3), earmarking an extra $388,700 for extra vocational education 
center funding in a single county; 

• Sections 65(3), which would provide $75,000 for an engineering program in a 
single county. 

If the Governor supports funding for schools why is she vetoing spending from the 
K-12 Budget? 

The Governor knows that education is the key to Michigan's economic turnaround and 
funding education -- both K-12 and Higher Education -- is a top priority. But the 
Governor cannot appropriate money into the budget. She can only sign what state 
lawmakers send to her desk and, unfortunately, state lawmakers chose to send her a 



budget for K-12 Education that overspends. They have not provided funding for all of the 
programs they included in the budget. 

Why is the Governor singling out school districts that receive 20j dollars? 

The Governor is not trying to balance the budget on the backs of 20J school districts. In 
fact, under the budget that was sent to her desk all school districts will see a $165 
reduction in the per-pupil foundation grant. Without the Governor's action today the K-12 
Budget would not be balanced and school districts would have to pay the price down the 
road. 

Does this mean school districts will not see any more cuts? 

No. Not only is the budget that was sent to the Governor's desk not balanced, it does not 
reflect the State Treasurer's estimate that the school aid fund will be down $264 million 
from earlier projections for the current fiscal year. It is entirely possible that school 
districts will be forced to endure further cutbacks beyond the $165 per pupil cut and the 
vetoes approved by the Governor today. 

Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop has been quoted that the Senate passed a 
balanced budget. Why is there a discrepancy in what he said and the budget that 
was sent to the Governor? 

The Senate Republicans voted on a budget that was funded, in part, with revenues that 
were transferred from the general fund, even though all the money in that fund was 
already spent in other budgets. In short, Senator Bishop has given school districts an 
IOU and school districts cannot operate on IOUs. 



JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM 
OOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIOAN 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR JOHN D. CHERRY. JR. 

LANSING 
L.T. GOVERNOR 

Contact: Liz Boyd FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
October 19,2009 (517) 335-6397 

Governor Granholm Signs State School Aid Budget, 
Warns That K-12 Education Underfunded 
Governor vetoes $54 million in appropriations 

LANSING - Governor Jennifer M. Granholm today signed the state school aid budget bill 

for the 2010 fiscal year, but warned that the budget presented to her by the legislature is seriously 

underfunded. 

"The school aid budget presented to me is inadequately funded," Granholm said. "If this 

school aid bill were a check drawn on a bank, it would be returned for insufficient funds. To bring 

the budget into balance, I have vetoed $54 million in appropriations. But even these reductions will 

not fully resolve the shortfall. 

"While my approval ofthis budget will allow public schools to keep operating and school 

districts to continue making scheduled bond payments, the legislature has much more work to do to 

complete a balanced funding plan for our schools." 

If State Treasurer Robert J. Kleine indicates later this week that reduced revenue will result 

in a further shortfall in the state school aid fund, state law requires a proration in payments to 

school districts beyond the $165 per pupil reduction already approved by the legislature. 

The school aid budget as presented to the governor authorizes the expenditure of$12.9 

billion to support Michigan's K-12 education system in fiscal year 2010, including $10.8 billion 

from the state school aid fund, $1.6 billion in federal funds for education, $450 million in federal 

Recovery Act funds, and $38.1 million from the state's general fund. 

This represents a decrease of$382 million, or 2.9 percent, in total expenditures from the 

prior state fiscal year. More than $260 million of that decrease is achieved by the across-the-board 

reduction of$165 in per pupil funding. 

### 

GEORGE W. ROMNEY BUILDING. 111 SOUTH CAPITOL AVENUE. LANSING. MICHIGAN 48909 
www.mlchigan.gov 



Subject: School Aid 

We don't have final info at 6:30 p.m. Monday but the governor apparently 
has signed the school aid bill after vetoing Section 20j. No veto message 
has been made available, but news accounts suggest she vetoed $54 
million and 20j includes $51.8 million. See the attached on your 08-09 
allocation should you be contacted by the press. I'll share when I know it. 

Rick Simonson 

Section 20j Adjustments - FY 2008-09 

Distnct Per Pupil Sec 20j Total S 20j 
Cod(~ District Name Count;t Foundation ,Incl in Found~ Allocation 
02020 BUIlT roWNSlliP SCHOOL DISTRICT ALGER $10,577 $190.08 $11,948 
03080 SAUGA TUCK PUBLIC SCHOOLS AllEGAN $8,820 $300.05 $248,066 
11340 BIlIIJGMAN PUIJLlC SCI'IOOlS BERRIEN $8,843 $298.38 $286,245 
17050 DEroUI~ AI'~EA SCHOOLS CHIPPEWA $9,528 $247.82 $51,309 
23490 ONEIDA TOWNSHIP SID #3 EATON $11,171 $167.76 $2,446 
32130 POHT HOPE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS HURON $9,447 $252.21 $23,110 
32260 COLFAX TOWNSHIP SID #1 F HURON $9,317 $263.00 $6,620 
33010 EAST lANSING SCHOOL DISTRICT INGHAM $8,621 $314.45 $1,038,848 
33215 WAVEI~lY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS INGHAM $9,148 $275.46 $812,500 
50010 CENTm LINE PUBLIC SCHOOLS MACOMB $10,034 $211.02 $574,937 
50200 SOUTH lAKE SCIlOOlS MACOMB $9,447 $253.42 $596,272 
502:10 WAllHEN CONSOLIDATEIJ SCHOOLS MACOMB $9,571 $245.26 $3,701,905 
50240 WAIlI~EN WOODS PUBLIC SCHOOLS MACOMB $9,228 $270.11 $860,349 
52110 1~[I'UBLlC·MICIIiGAMME SCllOOlS MARQUETTE $9,071 $281.65 $39,054 
56010 MIDlANIJPUlll IC SCHOOLS MIDlANIJ $8,904 $293.31 $2,487,415 
58080 JI:F,EI~SON SCHOOLS (MONROE) MONROE $11 ,649 $148.96 $313,558 
63010 BIRMINGIIAM CITY SCIlOOl DISTRICT OAKLAND $12,366 $122.23 $953,631 
63040 SCIlOOl IJISrmC r OF THE CITY OF ROYAL OAK OAKLANIJ $9,340 $261.80 $1,352,459 
63060 SOUTllFllOLD PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $11 ,448 $156.78 $1,336,956 
63070 AVONDALE SCIlOOl DISTRICT OAKLAND $8,755 $304.10 $1,124,191 
63080 BLOOMFIELIJ 1·lIllS SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $12,443 $119.25 $625,777 
63090 CLAHENCEVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $8,564 $318.87 $574,556 
63100 NOVI COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $9,080 $280.58 $1,716,367 
63150 moy SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $9,523 $248.18 $2,949,550 
63160 WEST BLOOMFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $9,375 $258.94 $1,707,414 
63200 FAHMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $10,556 $191.22 $2,212,809 
63280 LAMPIiEIlE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OAKLAND $10,926 $177.00 $437,512 
63290 WALlEIJ LAKE CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS OAKLAND $8,926 $291.38 $4,468,411 
80240 BANGOIl I OWNSHIP SID #8 VANBUREN $8,801 $301.98 $6,493 
81010 ANN AIWOll PUBLIC SCHOOLS WASHTENAW $9,723 $233.35 $3,742,866 
82030 IJEAlmOHN CI ry SCHOOL DISTRICT WAYNE $9,083 $280.72 $4,875,565 
82045 MEL VINIJALE .. NOIHH ALLEN PARK SCHOOLS WAYNE $9,262 $267.27 $730,532 
82055 GIlOSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WAYNE $10,382 $198.09 $1,655,929 
82095 LIVONIA I'UULIC SCHOOLS WAYNE $8,594 $316.81 $5,012,460 
82120 HIVEI~ IWUGE SCHOOL DISTf<lCT WAYNE $9,104 $279.17 $302,503 
82130 HOMULUS COMMUNITY SCHOOLS WAYNE $9,139 $276.63 $1,076,495 
82155 mEN'ION PUULlC SCHOOLS WAYNE $9,031 $285.11 $778,681 
82300 GHOSSE ILE rOWNSHIP SCHOOLS WAYNE $9,075 $280.63 $523,111 
82320 CIIY OF IIAIH'EIl WOODS SCHOOLS WAYNE $8,497 $323.61 $390,762 
82390 NOIHl IVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WAYNE $8,539 $320.87 $2,213,897 

TOTAL $51,823,509 

Prepared by House Fiscal Agency 10119/2009 



Section 20j Adjustments - FY 2008-09 

District Per Pupil Sec20j Total S 20j 
Code District Name Coun~ Foundation {Incl in Found) Allocation 
02020 BURT TOWNSHIP SCHOOL DISTRICT ALGER $10,577 $190.08 $11,948 
03080 SAUGATUCK PUBLIC SCHOOLS ALLEGAN $8,820 $300.05 $248,066 
11340 BRIDGMAN PUBLIC SCHOOLS BERRIEN $8,843 $298.38 $286,245 
17050 DETOUR AREA SCHOOLS CHIPPEWA $9,528 $247.82 $51,309 
23490 ONEIDA TOWNSHIP SID #3 EATON $11,171 $167.76 $2,446 
32130 PORT HOPE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS HURON $9,447 $252.21 $23,110 
32260 COLFAX TOWNSHIP SID #1 F HURON $9,317 $263.00 $6,620 
33010 EAST LANSING SCHOOL DISTRICT INGHAM $8,621 $314.45 $1,038,848 
33215 WAVERLY COMMUNITY SCHOOLS INGHAM $9,148 $275.46 $812,500 
50010 CENTER LINE PUBLIC SCHOOLS MACOMB $10,034 $211.02 $574,937 
50200 SOUTH LAKE SCHOOLS MACOMB $9,447 $253.42 $596,272 
50230 WARREN CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS MACOMB $9,571 $245.26 $3,701,905 
50240 WARREN WOODS PUBLIC SCHOOLS MACOMB $9,228 $270.11 $860,349 
52110 REPUBLIC-MICHIGAMME SCHOOLS MARQUETTE $9,071 $281.65 $39,054 
56010 MIDLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS MIDLAND $8,904 $293.31 $2,487,415 
58080 JEFFERSON SCHOOLS (MONROE) MONROE $11,649 $148.96 $313,558 
63010 BIRMINGHAM CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $12,366 $122.23 $953,631 
63040 SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF ROYAL OAK OAKLAND $9,340 $261.80 $1,352,459 
63060 SOUTHFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $11,448 $156.78 $1,336,956 
63070 AVONDALE SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $8,755 $304.10 $1,124,191 
63080 BLOOMFIELD HILLS SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $12,443 $119.25 $625,777 
63090 CLARENCEVILLE SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $8,564 $318.87 $574,556 
63100 NOVI COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $9,080 $280.58 $1,716,367 
63150 TROY SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $9,523 $248.18 $2,949,550 
63160 WEST BLOOMFIELD SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $9,375 $258.94 $1,707,414 
63200 FARMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT OAKLAND $10,556 $191.22 $2,212,809 
63280 LAMPHERE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OAKLAND $10,926 $177.00 $437,512 
63290 WALLED LAKE CONSOLIDATED SCHOOLS OAKLAND $8,926 $291.38 $4,468,411 
80240 BANGOR TOWNSHIP SID #8 VANBUREN $8,801 $301.98 $6,493 
81010 ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS WASHTENAW $9,723 $233.35 $3,742,866 
82030 DEARBORN CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT WAYNE $9,083 $280.72 $4,875,565 
82045 MELVINDALE-NORTH ALLEN PARK SCHOOLS WAYNE $9,262 $267.27 $730,532 
82055 GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WAYNE $10,382 $198.09 $1,655,929 
82095 LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS WAYNE $8,594 $316.81 $5,012,460 
82120 RIVER ROUGE SCHOOL DISTRICT WAYNE $9,104 $279.17 $302,503 
82130 ROMULUS COMMUNITY SCHOOLS WAYNE $9,139 $276.63 $1,076,495 
82155 TRENTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS WAYNE $9,031 $285.11 $778,681 
82300 GROSSE ILE TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS WAYNE $9,075 $280.63 $523,111 
82320 CITY OF HARPER WOODS SCHOOLS WAYNE $8,497 $323.61 $390,762 
82390 NORTHVILLE PUBLIC SCHOOLS WAYNE $8,539 $320.87 $2,213,897 

TOTAL $51,823,509 

Prepared by House Fiscal Agency 1011912009 



JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM 
GOVERNOR 

Dear Superintendent: 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

OFFICE OF THE STATE BUDGET 
LANSING 

October 22, 2009 

ROBERT L. EMERSON 
DIRECTOR 

On October 22 2009, I received an official notice from the State Treasurer that the 
Department of Treasury has detennined that the amount appropriated from the State School Aid 
Fund under 2009 PA 121 exceeds the amount available for expenditure from the State School 
Aid Fund for the fiscal year that ends on September 30,2010. As provided for by the Legislature 
in section 11(3) of The State School Aid Act of 1979 ("Section 11(3)"), proration is therefore 
required and today I notified the Legislature that without additional legislative action in 30 
calendar days, state school aid payments will be prorated in the manner prescribed by the 
Legislature to reflect the amount actually available for expenditure from the State School Aid 
Fund in fiscal year 2009-2010. 

According to the State Treasurer, it is currently estimated that State School Aid Fund 
revenues are insufficient by $212.0 million. Consistent with the requirements of section 11(4) of 
The State School Aid Act of 1979, it is estimated that annualized state aid payments to school 
districts and public school academies will be reduced by approximately $127 per pupil, payments 
to intennediate school districts will be reduced by approximately $8.8 million, and payments to 
non-school entities in the school aid appropriations act will be reduced by approximately $1.3 
million. These estimates may be modified by revenues and pupil counts agreed to at the 
consensus revenue estimating conference in January of 2010, and other cost data updated by the 
Department of Education as it becomes available. Pursuant to Section 11 (3), payments for the 
Proposal A guarantee, Headlee-mandated special education and school lunch payments, Durant 
settlement payments, other specified payments, and federal grants are not affected by proration. 

The Governor and I stand ready to work in a bi-partisan manner with the Legislature and 
the school community to find solutions that will provide critical funding to our schools. 

Sincerely, 

State Budget Director 

Attachment: Proration notification letter 

111 S. CAPITOL. P.O. BOX 30026 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 
www.michigan.gov. (517) 373-7560 



cc: Governor Jennifer Granholm 
Robert Kleine, State Treasurer 
Mike Flanagan, Superintendent for Public Instruction 
Senator Mike Bishop, Senate Majority Leader 
Senator Mike Prusi, Senate Minority Leader 
Representative Andy Dillon, Speaker of the House 
Representative Kevin Elsenheimer, House Minority Leader 
Senate Fiscal Agency 
House Fiscal Agency 

111 S. CAPITOL. P.O. BOX 30026 • LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909 
www.michigan.gov. (517) 373-7560 



JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

OFFICE OF THE STATE BUDGET 
LANSING 

October 22, 2009 

Michigan House of Representatives 
State Capitol 

Michigan Senate 
State Capitol 

Lansing, Michigan 48909-7536 Lansing, Michigan 48909-7536 

Dear Legislators: 

ROBERT L. EMERSON 
DIRECTOR 

On October 22, 2009, I received an official notice from the State Treasurer that the 
Department of Treasury has detennined that the amount appropriated from the State School Aid 
Fund under 2009 PA 121 exceeds the amount available for expenditure from the State School 
Aid Fund for the fiscal year that ends on September 30, 2010. As provided for by the Legislature 
in section 11 (3) of The State School Aid Act of 1979 ("Section 11 (3)"), proration is therefore 
required and I am notifying you that in 30 calendar days state school aid payments will be 
prorated in the manner prescribed by the Legislature to reflect the amount actually available for 
e~penditure from the State School Aid Fund in fiscal year 2009-2010. 

Under Section 11 (3), the Legislature may prevent proration from occurring, by, within 30 
calendar days, enacting legislation appropria~ng additional funds from the general fund, the 
Countercyclical Budget and Economic Stabilization Fund, any State School Aid Fund balance, or 
another source to fund the projected shortfall. As you are well aware, additional revenue will be 
required to fund the shortfall. 

According to the State Treasurer, it is currently estimated that State School Aid Fund 
revenues are insufficient by $212.0 million. Consistent with the requirements of section 11(4) of 
The State School Aid Act of 1979, it is estimated that annualized state aid payments to school 
districts and public school academies will be reduced by approximately $127 per pupil, payments 
to intennediate school districts will be reduced by approximately $8.8 million, and payments to 
non-school entities in the school aid appropriations act will be reduced by approximately $1.3 
million. These estimates may be modified by revenues and pupil counts agreed to at the 
consensus revenue estimating conference in January of 2010, and other cost data updated by the 
Department of Education as it becomes available. Pursuant to Section 11(3), payments for the 
Proposal A guarantee, Headlee-mandated special education and school lunch payments, Durant 
settlement payments, other specified payments, and federal grants are not affected by proration. 
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The Governor and I stand ready to work in a bi-partisan manner with the Legislature to 
find solutions that will provide critical funding to our schools. 

Attachment 

"elY'J_ I d ... 
~y.~ 
Robert L. Emerson 
State Budget Director 

c: The Honorable Jennifer M. Granholm, Governor 
The Honorable George Cushingberry, Chair, House Appropriations Committee 
The Honorable Ron Jelinek, Chair, Senate Appropriations Committee 
Senate Fiscal Agency 
House Fiscal Agency 
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JENNIFER M. GRANHOLM 
GOVERNOR 

Robert L. Emerson 
State Budget Director 
Offieeofthe State Budget 
III South Capital Avenue 
Lansing, Michigan 48933 

Dear Mr. Emerson: 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 

DE PARTIM ENT OF TREASURY 
LANSING 

October 22, 2009 

ROBERT J. KLEINE 
STATE TREASURER 

Consistent with the requirements of section II (3) of The State School Aid Act of 1979 
(MCL 388.1611), as amended this week by 2009 PA ] 21, I am writing to notify you that the 
Department of Treasury has detennined that the amount appropriated from the State School Aid 
Fund under 2009 P A 121 exceeds the amount available for expenditure and that a proration of 
state aid payments to schools will be required. 

At the consensus revenue estimating conference held on May 15, 2009, the Department 
of Treasury, the House Fiscal Agency, and the Senate Fiscal Agency jointly determined that 
510,563,000,000.00 would be available in State School Aid Fund revenue in fiscal year 2009-
20 I O. Combined with an estimated 5171,000,000.00 in revenue carried forward from fiscal year 
2008-2009 into fiscal year 2009-2010, an estimated 510,734,000,000.00 will be available for 
expenditure from the State School Aid Fund in fiscal year 2009-2010. 

The state school aid budget for fiscal year 2009-20] 0 as approved by the Legislature and 
presented to the Governor on October 9, 2009 (Enrolled House Bm 4447) authorized 
expenditures from the State School Aid Fund totaling SI0,793,954,100.00. The amount 
authorized by the Legislature in Enrolled House Bi1l4447 therefore exceeded the amount 
available for appropriation from the State School Aid Fund based upon the May 15, 2009 
consensus revenue estimate by 559,594,100.00. 

As signed into law and enacted by the Governor, House Bill 4447 (now 2009 PA 121), 
authorizes expenditures from the State School Aid Fund totaling $10,741,605,400.00. Item 
vetoes by the Governor of State School Aid Fund expenditures totaled 552,348,700.00. 
Including the item vetoes, State School Aid Fund expenditures authorized by 2009 PA 121 
exceed revenues available based upon the May 15,2009 consensus revenue estimate by 
$7,605,400.00. 

In addition to this shortfall, since the May 15,2009 consensus revenue estimate for the 
State School Aid Fund was determined, State School Aid Fund revenue has falJen below 
projections. The Department of Treasury now projects that State School Aid Fund revenue 
available for expenditure in fiscal year 2009-2010 will total $10,529,600,000.00, including 
$10,434,300,000.00 in revenue for fiscal year 2009-2010 and $95,300,000.00 in revenue canied 
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State Budget Director Robert L. Emerson 
October 22, 2009 
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forward from fiscal year 2008-2009 into fisca1 year 2009-2010. Based on the department's 
revised projections, total State School Aid Fund revenue generated in fiscal year 2009-20 I 0 will 
be '128,700,000.00 lower than the May 15,2009 consensus revenue estimate, and revenue 
carried forward from fiscal year 2008-2009 into 2009-2010 will be $75,700,000.00 lower. 

Given these projections. the amount appropriated from the State School Aid . Fund for 
fIScal year 2009·2010 under Section 11 of2009PA 171 $10,741,605,400.00 exceeds the amount 
available for expenditure from the State School Aid Fund in fiscal year 2009-20 I 0 
$10,529,600,000.00 by '212,005,400.00. Given this shortfall in the State School Aid Fund, 
proration will be necessary and required under MeL 388.] 6] ] . 

The Department of Treasury will continue to closely monitor and keep you updated on 
available State School Aid Fund revenue for fiscal years 2008-2009 and 2009-2010. 

c: Governor Jennifer M. Granholm 

Sincerely, 

Ro~J-~ 
Robert 1. Kleine 
State Treasurer 
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October 22, 2009 

Dear Superintendent, 

~id:fiSan Jienate 

Michael D. Bishop 
~bde ~nntfOT 

~el1aU {lBItaj:arttll ~abtt 

Like so many others, I am frustrated beyond beliefby the governor's decision to eIiminate nearly $52 
million in funding for 20j sclrools. People around the state are shaking their heads and wondering what is 
going on in Lansing. As a longtime supporter and graduate of our public schools, and as a father of 
public -school children. I am stunned that this governor would deliver such a devastating blow to our 
schools and eliminate these critical funds. 20j is a-promise to schools that's been kept by the Legislature 
in,the decade and a halfsinoe Proposal A. 

While the governor says she did what she had to do, and that the Legislature forced her into making this 
decision, her statements couldn't be further from the truth. EIiminating millions in 20j funding was 
completely unnecessary. She chose to cut your school's funding in a futile attempt to coerce the 
Legislature into raising taxes. Unfortunately, your school district and 39 others, along with the students 
and families; are now expected to shouldc;r the burden for a $52 rmllion cut. 

The governor has accused us ofnot fully funding the K-12 budget - this is untrue. When Senate 
Republicans passed the K-12 budget, we included a plan to move $100 million in savings to the School 
Aid Fund in an agreement with the House to reduce the per-pupil cut from $218 to $165. My fellow 
Senate Republicans and I did everything in our power to keep intact the 20j funding and limit the per­
pupil cut by sending the governor a balanced K-12 education budget. The funds are there. but the House 
must act. -

It was the governor's decision alone to redline the 40 districts around the state including yours and yield 
her veto pen as an ax on your school. Unfortunately, your students, teachers, and families are the ones 
hurt by her flawed maneuver. 

My intention with this letter is to set the record straight. As Senate Majority Leader, I made it my top 
. priority to send the governor a balancedK-12 budget that adequately funded 20j school districts. As 

always, I want to be part of a solution so please feel free to contact me directly if you would like to 
discuss this matter with me, personiilly. . . 

Senate Majority Leader 
Michael D. Bishop 

JoAnn Emmendorfer 

STArE CAPITOL' LANSlNG •. MICHIGAN·48913 

Executive Assistant to the Superintendent 
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Att~ I 

.) Ann Arbor Public Schools 

2555 South State Street 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104 
734.994.2230 

Todd Roberts, EdD 

Superintendent of Schools 
roberts@aaps.kI2.mi.us 

October 22, 2009 

UPDATE - Hi N1 Flu & The Ann Arbor Public Schools 

Dear AAPS Families, 

The Washtenaw County Department of Public Health continues to notify the district 
weekly with updates on the Hi N1 and seasonal flu activity. 

As of this week Washtenaw County is reaching the peak of influenza activity. Confirmed 
cases of influenza have increased sharply for both Influenza A and Hi N1. The age range is 
mostly in the 5 - 24 year group. 

In the Ann Arbor Public Schools we have seen an increase in respiratory illness 
associated with flu and flu-like symptoms. We also know that a few schools on the west side of 
the state have already had to close for a few days because of the high absent rate. On the 
advice of Public Health if a school reaches around the 30%absence rate for students or staff 
that school may close for a period of time. 

We also learned this week that Public Health only received about 30% of the shipment of 
the Hi N1 vaccine. Because of this shortage the Hi N1 vaccine will only be given to priority 
groups: 

• Pregnant women 
• Caregivers/contacts of children under 6 months old 
• Children 6 months - 4 years old 
• Children 5-18 years with underlying medical conditions, and 
• EMS and health care workers with direct patient contact. 

The AAPS will still be hosting 2 Hi N1 vaccination clinics for the priority groups only: 
• November 5 at Huron High School, 2:30 - 8:00 p.m. 
• November 10 at Pioneer High School, 2:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

We still need your help to contain the spread of the flu virus. 

KEEP SICK CHILDREN AT HOME for at least 24 hours after they no longer have a fever or do 
not have signs of a fever without using a fever-reducing drug. Keeping children with a fever 
home will reduce the number of people who may get infected. It may take up to 7 days for the 
illness to subside. 



DO NOT SEND CHILDREN TO SCHOOL If THEY ARE SICK. Any children who are 
determined to be sick while at school will be sent home 

Other steps we continue to take .... 

../ We will send sick students and staff home to stay at home until a fever of 100 
degrees or higher returns to normal for 24 hours without the use of fever 
reducing medications 

../ We will move students and staff who become ill at school with flu symptoms into 
a separate room until they are able to be picked up and leave school 

../ Surfaces such as desks, doorknobs, and door handles are cleaned following CDC 
protocol. Remember, this is mainly an air-born transmitted virus 

../ Personal protection masks are available at school and will be offered to students who 
exhibit flu-like symptoms and are waiting to be taken home 

The district have developed an educational plan based on the recommendation from the Federal 
and State Department of Education for extended absences or school closing in a severe 
outbreak which includes; 

o The district will post curriculum maps for the core academic courses at each 
grade level K-12 on the district and school websites 

o On-line resources will be posted for each course such as textbooks, E2020 (Grs. 
6-12) 

o Links to on-line tutorial resources will be posted for each subject area 
o Teachers are being encouraged to post assignments weekly in PowerSchool for 

student/parent access 

One of the most important things you can do to help keep our schools open and 
operating as usual is to develop a family plan to address any illness that requires your 
student to remain home . 

../ Teach your children to wash their hands often with soap and water or an alcohol based 
hand sanitizer. Include small containers of hand sanitizer in their backpacks . 

../ Teach your children not to share personal items such as drinks, food, and unwashed 
utensils and to cover their cough and sneeze with tissue or the side of their arm . 

../ Know the signs and symptoms of the flu which include fever (100 degrees Fahrenheit, 
37.8 degrees Celsius or greater), cough, sore throat, a runny or stuffy nose, body aches, 
headache and feeling very tired. Some people may also vomit or have diarrhea. 

For more information the district and school websites (www.a2schools.org) have a direct link to 
current information on Hi N1 including a link to the Washtenaw County Public Health school 
portal: 
http://www.ewashtenaw.org/governmentldepartments/public health/school portal/index2 html 
You can also visit the CDC site for current information www.flu.go"l or call1-800-CDC-INFO. 

Sincerely, 

J. Todd Roberts 
Superintendent 



VHISiHEN,Wv COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH 

October 22, 2009 

Dear Washtenaw County Parents and Guardians: 

The H1N1 Influenza virus continues to circulate in our community, Several area 
schools are reporting increased absences due to flu-like illness, and the amount of 
HiN1 vaccine available locally is very limited. Until HiN1 vaccine supplies are more 
plentiful, vaccination dinics planned at local schools will serve only prioritized, high­
risk individuals in accordance with guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). Please review the priority groups below carefully. A consent 
form and additional vaccine and clinic information are included. 

Individuals within these priority groups are currently eligible for H1Nl vaccination: 
" Pregnant women 
(/ Household contacts and caregivers of children under 6 months of age 
" Children 6 months though 4 years 
" Children 5 to 18 years who have medical conditions associated with a higher 

risk of influenza complications (such as asthma or diabetes) 
Ii Health care and EMS personnel who provide direct patient care 

H1Nl Priority Group Vaccination Clinics. Hours are while supplies last. 

Date location Time 
Tuesday, Oct 27 Washtenaw Intermediate School 3:00 pm to 9:00 pm 

District (WISD) facility 
Monday, Nov 2 Ypsilanti High School 10;00 am to 8:00 pm 
Tuesday, Nov 3 Creekside Intermediate School, 10:00 am to 8:00 pm 

Dexter 
Thursday, Nov 5 Ann Arbor Huron High School 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Friday Nov 6 Milan High School 11:00 am to 7:00 pm 

If you or your children are among those prioritized, you may go to any of the clinics 
listed. Forms are available online at and at the 
vaccination site. Please bring your completed, signed consent form or forms with 
you, if possible, to speed processing. 

There will be more opportunities for vaccination, as more H1Nl vaccine becomes 
available locally. We appreciate your patience with this process. 

Sincerely, 

~.4-:>~~1 p..;plf 

Diana Torres-Burgos, MD, MPH 
Medical Director, Washtenaw County Public Health 
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~A~N""!,N~A~R~B~O~R~P~U~B,,,,!,L,=,IC~S~C~H~O~O_L~S~~~~~~~~~ ____ ' -~~ 
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of October 14, 2009 ~~ 
DISTRICT LIBRARY 

CALL TO ORDER 
7:04 PM 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Trustee Nelson led the pledge 

ROLL CALL 

DRAFT 
MINUTES 

Present - Trustees Baskett, Friedman (Treasurer-arrived at 7:50 pm), Hollier, Mexicotte 
(President), Nelson (Secretary), Patalan (Vice President) 
Absent - Trustee Gates-Bryant 
Present from Administration - Simpson, Margolis, Trent, Osinski (Recorder) 
Guests - Harry Sheehan 

INTRODUCTION OF NON-VOTING MEMBER AT THE TABLE 
President Mexicotte introduced Dr. Todd Roberts, Superintendent of Schools. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Approved by consent. 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 
None 

REPORTS 
Youth Senate - To reinforce parent encouragement and academic success for teens, 
Candy Grams will be conducted during ParentIT eacher conferences at Huron and 
Skyline. An information table was offered at Pioneer conferences. Noted that there are 
several new school-based organizations for student involvement. Information from 
these groups can be used to identify motivational ideas for teen involvement. A district­
wide survey is in the planning stages to explore how extracurricular activities reflect 
student culture. 

Ann Arbor Parent Advisory Committee - Reported on a planning meeting with 
administration to discuss loss of instructional time due to transportation issues and 
ensuring proper equipment is available for special needs students attending field trips. 
Thanked Bill Harris for attending the October meeting to update on Middle School 
services. Disability Awareness Workshops begin in November. Voiced support for the 
county enhancement millage. 

Ann Arbor Administrators Association- Mike Madison thanked various members of 
administration for their assistance and expertise throughout the year. 

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Performance - have not met since last Board meeting. Next meeting is November 12, 
2009 at 6:00 pm, Balas Superintendent's Conference Room. Open to the public. 
Planning - met on October 6 to discuss tonight's first briefing items. Next meeting will 
be held November 3 at 6:30 pm, Balas Superintendent's Conference Room. Open to 
the public. 

Page 1 of3 
All Ann Arbor PubIc Schools' Students Win &raduate Ready 



ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of October 14,2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

INFORMATION 
Pioneer Stormwater Containment Project - Mr. Trent and Harry Sheehan, Water 
Resource Commissioner, presented an update. This project is a multi-year, 
collaborative effort between the city, county and Ann Arbor Public Schools, to manage 
stormwater runoff to Allen Creek. 

FIRST BRIEFING 
09-033 Integrated Pest Management Services - Presented by Mr. Trent. 
District's policy is that we use products with the least impact/toxicity. 

09-034 Environmental Consulting Services - Presented by Mr. Trent. 

09-035 Asbestos and Lead Based Paint Abatement Services - Presented by Mr. Trent. 

09-036 Pediatric Therapy Associates - Presented by Mr. Simpson. 
Trustees appreciated the contractor evaluation. 

SECOND BRIEFING - scheduled for approval at this meeting 
09-031 Community Education and Recreation Catalog printing bid recommendation­
no further discussion. 
09-032 Adoption of Practical Assessment Exploration System (PAES) - no further 
discussion. 

ACTION - CONSENT AGENDA - scheduled for approval at this meeting 
09-031 Community Education and Recreation Catalog printing bid recommendation 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier moved to award Woodward 
Printing a contract in the amount not to exceed $130.000 for printing the Community 
Education and recreation Activitv and Youth Catalogs for the 2009/10 and the 2010/11 
school years. On roll call vote. the motion carried 5-0. Trustees Gates-Brvant and 
Friedman absent. 

09-032 Adoption of Practical Assessment Exploration System (PAES) 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier moved to approve the purchase of 
the Practical Assessment Exploration System (PAES) from Talent Assessment. Inc. in 
the total amount of $136.318. On roll call vote. the motion carried 5-0. Trustees Gates­
Bryant and Friedman absent. 

Approve minutes of the 9/23/09 Regular Meeting 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier moved to approve the minutes of 
the 9/23/09 Regular Meeting. On roll call vote. the motion carried 5-0. Trustees Gates­
Bryant and Friedman absent. 

Page 2 of3 
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of October 14, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

Approve minutes of the 10/1/09 Regular Meeting 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier moved to approve the minutes of 
the 9/23/09 Regular Meeting. On roll call vote. the motion carried 6-0. Trustee Gates­
Bryant absent. 

Approve Executive Session minutes of the 8/19/09 and 10/1/09 meetings 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier moved to approve the minutes of 
the 8/19/09 and 10/1/09 Executive Session. On roll call vote. the motion carried 5-0. 
Trustees Gates-Bryant and Friedman absent. 

Gift Offers 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier moved to accept the gift offers as 
presented. On roll call vote. the motion carried 5-0. Trustees Gates-Bryant and 
Friedman absent. 

ACTION - BOARD ITEMS 
Student Discipline 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier. moved to expel Student A from 
the Ann Arbor Public Schools for 180 days for violation of Michigan Compiled Law 
380.1311and the Ann Arbor Public Schools Discipline Policy. for actions occurring on 
September 25.2009. Furthermore. the district recommends Student A attend COPE as 
an educational opportunity consistent with the student's academic needs. On roll call 
vote. the motion carried 5-0. Trustees Gates-Bryant and Friedman absent. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 
Dr. Roberts informed the Board and public that new legislation to decrease student 
funding $165/pupil is being considered. This will create a $2.7 million loss in our district, 
plus additional early childhood funding deductions. He continued with his prepared 
report. 

ITEMS FOR AGENDA PLANNING 
No items 

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD 
Nelson noted that the state has not distributed stimulus funds as was intended, thus 
leaving school districts behind once again. Reiterated the need for local control of 
funding wherever possible. 

Baskett - Requested that the Village Fund could possibly pay for a high school parking 
pass for a family in need, and if not appropriate, she would pay it herself. 

ADJOURNMENT 
8:15 pm 

All Ann Arbor Pubhc Schools' Students WiD Iraduate Ready 
Page 3 of4 
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• ANN ARBOR.cOM 
• David Jesse AnnArbO!',com S1aff 

Community High School newspaper up for 
Pulitzer Prize of student publications 
Posted: Today, 4 hours ago 9 Comments Cornm~nt Now 

All morning, Tracy Rosewame dropped hints to her journalism students that she was 
going to deliver big news during that afternoon's class. 

Then during class time on a recent school day, the Community High School teacher 
pulled up the list of National Scholastic Press Association Pacemaker Award winners for 
this year. 

She slowly scrolled down the list, and when she reached the listing for overall quality for 
news magazines, she slowed down even more. 

Casually, she pointed out one listing - The Communicator, Community's newspaper. 

The student-run paper is one of seven news magazines from across the nation up for the 
award, which is considered the Pulitzer Prize of high school joumalism. 

About 20 Community High stUdents will travel to Washington, D.C. in November to see if 
they win the award. 

It's the first time the newspaper has been named a finalist, even though a blackboard in 
Rosewarne's room is covered with awards from the Michigan Interscholastic Press 
Association. 

The difference from last year's product? 

Staffers say it had a lot to do with a redesign of the paper, which worked at reflecting the 
mood and energy of Community High, an altemative school in Ann Arbor. 

"We wanted to find the design and content that would reflect what it meant to 
Community," said Kayla Stoler, this year's co-editor-in-chief. 

Other staffers agreed. 

"What we do really well is reflect (our school) and we're always improving. Each edition is 
better: said Austin Hughes, this year's managing editor. 

Everyone on staff at the paper writes for each edition, then the students go through a 
process of deciding what makes it to print. They're quick to point out that neither 
Rosewame nor the school's administration does any prior review on the paper. 

Another advantage the Communicator has is the school has other means of 
communicating general news, like when Curriculum Night is, the students said. That 
leaves them free to write stories that dig into Community's culture and students. 

David Jesse covers K-12 education for AnnArbor.com. He can be reached at 
davicfjesse@annarbor.com or at 734-623-2534. 

Share thIS post Tags: r'\nn Arbor school district, Community High School 

9 Comments: 

Congrats to Community's editors and teachersiadvisors and the past editors as well. They all playa 
part in a remarkable paper! 

Ann Arbor Deals & 
More 

ReinhartRealtors.com -- for 
Buying, Selling. or Leasingl 

UM School of Music, Theater & 
Dance. Where excellence comes 
to INNOVATE. 

Give your home extra warmth, 
great style and big savings. 

SAVE UP TO 30% ON 
OUTDOOR GEAR AT THE REI 
FALL SALE OCT 9 -18! 

Be Red Cross Ready, 
Get Trained in CPR and First 
Aid 

REMODELERS HOME TOUR 
Featuring 12 homes Oct. 9 - 11 

See Everything in Deals & More 
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New Internet posting rules will show public $382 
million in budget cuts hitting Mich. schools 

By: TIM MARTIN 
Associated Press 
10/09/095:25 PM EDT 

LANSING, MICH. - Michigan's public schools will likely be required to make more of their financial 
information available on the Internet, providing taxpayers a glimpse into budgets that will be slashed by 
$382 million this fall. 

The budget bill approved by lawmakers cuts funding for K-12 schools by about $165 per student. School 
officials said the cuts will lead to layoffs and more districts operating under deficits, though they 
acknowledged that the cuts could have been more severe. 

The bill, which provides the state aid portion for the schools' budgets, is expected to be signed soon by Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm. Overall, K -12 education will get about 3 percent less this academic year than during 
2008-09. 

The legislation passed by the Legislature late Thursday includes several policy changes that would affect 
how schools operate. Among them is the requirement to include a link from Internet home pages to detailed 
budget information. 

"We have for the first time a transparency requirement that's going to let the public know exactly how 
school districts are spending their money," said Rep. Kevin Elsenheimer of Kewadin, the top-ranked 
Republican in the House. 

The plan requires districts to post pie charts breaking down spending by categories. Schools also must list 
compensation information for employees paid more than $100,000 a year, include copies of labor union 
contracts, provide information about employee health care plans, post lobbying expenditures and link to 
financial audits. 

The requirement adds an undetermined, likely modest expense for schools that will vary by district. Schools 
already were required to provide links to their annual budgets and some already post much of the budget 
information required by the new bill. 

Those budgets soon will lose millions of dollars, which school officials say will lead to layoffs, crowded 
classrooms and fewer preschool programs. More districts could face severe financial trouble as they struggle 
with falling enrollment and a lingering recession. 

Detroit schools, the state's largest district with nearly 86,000 students, will lose $14 million under the budget 



plan. Saginaw schools are set to lose nearly $1.5 million, Ann Arbor schools lose nearly $2.7 million and 
Alpena schools, with about 4,300 students, more than $718,000. 

About 25 of Michigan's 840 school districts, intermediate school districts and public school academies are 
already operating with deficits. The reduced funding could force roughly 95 more to exhaust their financial 
reserves and go into the red, said Brad Biladeau, government relations director for the Michigan Association 
of School Administrators. 

The Michigan Education Association, the state's largest teachers' union, acknowledges the cuts could have 
been worse. A $218-per-student cut was on the table just a week ago. 

"But the lack of a full investment in public schools is disturbing, especially since the vast majority of our 
legislators ran for office touting the importance of education to our economic recovery," MEA President Iris 
Salters said in a statement. 

The legislation eliminates the $1.4 million set aside for school bus inspections, but schools stilI will be 
required to make the inspections. Schools will have to come up with the cash from other areas of their 
budget. 

Some early childhood development grants will be reduced. Grants to help create small high schools and 
money for math and science centers will be scaled back. 

Schools will have the flexibility to trim the $165 per student spending from programs of their choosing as 
long as they agree to a service consolidation plan aimed at reducing overall costs. 

"That is a real step forward," Elsenheimer said. 

The push for consolidation comes as enrollment in Michigan's public schools has fallen from more than 2 
million students in the late 1970s to about 1.6 million today. 

Most Michigan state departments are operating under a temporary budget that expires Oct. 31. Lawmakers 
missed their Oct. 1 deadline to balance the budget and erase a $2.8 billion deficit and instead adopted a 
continuation budget. 

Granholm has signed yearlong budget bills covering community colleges, courts and the state department for 
military and veterans' affairs. But Republicans who control the Senate have refused to send the Democratic 
governor some other budget bills because they are worried she will veto them. 

Find this article at: 
http://www.washingtonexaminer.comleconomylap/new-internet-posting-rules-will-show-public-382-million-in-budget-cuts-hitting-mich-schools-
63889147.html 

I ~ Click to Print I SAVE THIS I EMAIL THIS I Close 

Check the box to include the list of links referenced in the article. 



• ANN ARBOR.cOM 
[II David Jesse AnnArborcom Staff 

Washtenaw County students get advice 
from congressmen 
Posted: Today, 59 minutes ago 1 Comment Comment Now 

U.S. Rep. John Dingell answers a question posed by a student at the Washtenaw CongreSSional 
Student Fonum at Pioneer High School Monday. Angela Cesere I AnnArbor.com 

From how much of a proposed bill they read to the one vote they regret casting, two local 
congressmen spent about an hour Monday morning filling in local government students 
about life in the United States House of Representatives. 

The students - from Ann Arbor's Pioneer, Huron and Community high schools, along with 
Chelsea, Dexter and Saline high schools - gathered at Pioneer to hear from Rep. John 
Dingell, D-Dearborn, and Mark Schauer, D-Battie Creek. 

The program was put together by Pioneer teacher Tracey Van Dusen, who spenUb§ 
~in Washington, D.C., working for C-SPAN. During a meeting with Schauer, she 
got the idea to let local government students learn about what goes into being a 
congressman from those who are currently serving. 

A panel of students spent time Monday asking questions of the representatives. 

Pioneer's Heather Hoopaw led off with a question about how the representatives weigh 
their personal views on a issue, their constituents' views and what's best for Michigan and 
the nation when voting. 

"I don't go there as an empty vessel," Schauer said, adding he carefully weighs the 
opinions of those he's been elected to represent - even though he knows not all the 
people in his district will agree with his vote. 

Other students asked the congressmen if they read every bill before voting on it. 

Dingell said he uses staff members and other resources to go over what's in a bill. 

"Reading the bill doesn't necessarily tell you what's in the bill." he said. "It's written in 
good legalese." 

Schauer said he reads the bills, thanks in large part to his lifestyle in Washington, D.C. 

"I don't have a TV in my apartment," he said, noting his wife and kids stay in Michigan as 
well. "(So) I read." 

Solomon Rajput from Pioneer asked the representatives about allY votes in their careers 
they would do differently. 
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Dingell took the students on a bit of a Ilistory losson, sDYlng he rtlwetted voting for the 
Gulf of Tonkin resolution that he said basic~llly JuthOIlZf:rJ tile Vietnam War. 

"I think that was one of the greatest mistakes in my (;;1[eer," h(3 said 

At tile end of the event, Dingell told stucients they should "tJili(jently interest yourself In 
your country" and doing so would allow tl1em to make :" difference 
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School district environmentally conscious 

Thursday, October 8, 2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

Each year, before the Ann Arbor Public Schools has an unexpected pest or other environmental problem, Randy Trent, 

executive director of physical properties,· issues bids for competitive pricing. 

Should a bee problem or potentially hazardous asbestos or lead paint situation arise, the schools will be ready to handle 

it -- and not pay emergency costs, Trent told the Board of Education's planning committee. 

He told board member Irene Patalan - the only one of three members of the committee at the meeting -- "that the 

district is being as environmentally conscious as possible." 

Trent said there were 3.5 million square feet of buildings, 3 million square feet of roofs and 2.5 million square feet of 

mechanical and tunnels in the district's buildings. 

Patalan told the six high school students who attended the meeting that the schools regularly test the indoor air quaiity 

in the buildings. 

Trent told the students that the district has 33 buildings, the oldest dating back to about 1910 and the youngest was 

Skyline High School, built several years ago. 

"In both the old and new buildings, things need to be maintained," Patalan told the students. 

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at lallmendil1gE!r®~E!r.itCi9.E!.com or at 1-0877-995-NEWS (6397). 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/10/08/ann_arbor.JournalInews/doc4ace4dfeb36d1985675156.prt 
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School superintendents rally for millage 

Saturday, October 10,2009 

With the instability of state funding for Washtenaw County Schools, superintendents from across the district say the 

proposed Washtenaw Intermediate School District millage on the Nov. 3 ballot is a way to maintain adequate funding for 

local schools. 

If passed, all of the proposed 2-mill levy will stay in Washtenaw County and be used for operating budgets in the 

individual schools districts. 

Charter schools will not benefit from the millage because they are not "constituent districts" of the Washtenaw 

Intermediate School District. 

The ballot question asks voters to approve a 2-mill levy for five years, which would raise about $30 million from 

2009-2013 or about $680 per student. 

For a home valued at $200,000 with a taxable value of $100,000, this is a $200 tax increase per year. 

Revenue from the millage will be used for student programs and operational expenses, the superintendents said. 

With estimated state per pupil cuts of $165 and the potential for further reductions later this year, "in two years, we are 

looking at close to a reduction of $600 per student and this millage will just about cover it," said Dave Killips, Chelsea's 

superintendent of schools. 

Killips said the passage of the millage was crucial to the Chelsea School District, a statement echoed by other 

superintendents in the county. 

"An ISD (Intermediate School District) millage is the only option we have under state law," Killips said. 

Michigan law states "a regional enhancement millage may be levied by an intermediate school district to enhance other 

state and local funding for local school district operations if approved by a majority of the intermediate school electors 

voting on the question," according to millage proposal information. 

Currently, the Chelsea schools have about 2,600 students and a $25 million operating budget. Killips said the district 

has cut about $7 million since 2002. 

Chelsea receives $7,650 per student from the state and lost about 40 students in the most recent student count day. 

"Our chamber of commerce board of directors unanimously supported the millage," Killips said. 

10122/09 10:47 AM 
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If the millage doesn't pass, he said there will have to be "significant cuts," naming extracurricular activities, 

transportation, programs and class size as possible areas where changes may have to take place. 

In the Ann Arbor Public Schools, for instance, Superintendent Todd Roberts said the district already has cut about $16 

million during the last four years and is projecting "the need to cut $15 million in the 2010-2011 school year." 

This equates to a reduction of more than 200 positions across the district. 

He says it's time "to act locally to ensure the schools have the resources necessary to educate our children." 

"Funding is an extremely important issue facing our district," Roberts said. 

All the superintendents stressed that this millage should not be confused with bond issues that were recently passed in 

a number of districts. 

"Bond issues are only used for capital projects," Killips said, adding that money cannot be used for day-to-day 

operations. 

Milan Superintendent Bryan Girbach said bond money helps improve facilities. 

"Millage money can help improve the education ofthe students while in those facilities," he said. 

His district has about 2,600 students and a $23 million operating budget. 

The foundation grant for Milan students is $7,316 per pupil. 

"The millage money would enhance the education of our students and provide programs," Girbach said. 

Rob Glass, Dexter superintendent of schools, said the main point of the millage is it's not for buildings or roofs. 

"This is to preserve the programs we have and it's the best opportunity we have to hopefully add to what we are already 

offering," he said. 

Glass said the Dexter Community Schools have a strategic plan that includes "all-day kindergarten, 21st century skills 

and best practices." 

Glass said the district plans to go ahead with its strategic plan, but it will be done "on a shoestring" without the millage. 

"We can do a better, more complete job" with the passage of the millage, he said. 

Dexter schools have a $36.5 million operating budget and 3,642 students. The district receives about $8,000 per pupil 

from the state. 

Saline Superintendent of Schools Scot Graden said his district is facing a $900,000 shortfall. 

"We're concerned for our future and we feel as though we can't count on LanSing," Graden said. 

His district has a $53 million operating budget and 5,450 students. The district receives $7,643 per pupil and the 

district's count was down 30 students this year. 
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Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at lalimendinQer@heritage.com or at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397). 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/10/10/heritagewestlnews/doc4adOc8263da33624474739.prt 
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Local student captures images of New Orleans 

Saturday, October 10, 2009 

By Sheila Pursglove, Special Writer 

In 2008, Emma Raynor, an American culture major at the University of Michigan and Community High School graduate, 

took a semester off to volunteer with OnSite Relief, a rebuilding team working mostly in the Lower 9th Ward of New 

Orleans. 

A keen photographer, her camera was never far from her side. Her series of color photographs is on display at the Ann 

Arbor District Library's downtown branch. "New Orleans: Two & a Half Years After Katrina" runs through Wednesday. 

Raynor spent four months in New Orleans helping with the rebuilding effort, volunteering at an animal shelter and 

participating in other volunteer projects. 

"I was there to work on houses, but of course I had my camera ready," she says. "There is no way to describe the clash 

of feelings in that city -- despair and optimism twisted together. These are the conflicting emotions I attempted to capture 

in my photographs, the beauty and the destruction. 

"When I came back to Ann Arbor, I realized I needed to get these photographs in the public eye, as a reminder of the 

amount of work that still needs to be done in New Orleans. The progress is rarely discussed in the media, and it's easy 

to forget there are still people displaced, houses decomposing, and mold growing. I think my photographs can speak for 

themselves, and give a small glimpse into my experience in the short amount of time I knew the city." 

A few months ago, Raynor came across "Blood Dazzler," a book of poetry by Patricia Smith depicting experiences of 

New Orleans and the hurricane from numerous perspectives, including the eye of the storm. 

"I got permission from the author to hang two of her poems with the photographs in my show," Raynor says. "I think they 

add an important aspect because my photographs are all from my point of view, an outsider, who never even knew the 

city before the storm. The poems in this book sound very much like the stories I heard while I was down there, and they 

brought me to tears numerous times." 

Raynor got an early start as a shutterbug. 

"One of my earliest memories is stepping out of the spinning door into the red light of my father's darkroom, when I was 

3 years old," she says. "However, photography has really been my passion since I first made my way into a darkroom 

the summer before ninth grade." 

Raynor took a couple of photography classes in high school, learning how to develop and print photos. She gained 

experience and confidence in her art when, in early high school, she took photographs for the literary magazine No 
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Comment, put out by the Volume Youth Poetry Project. She also photographed events for the Neutral Zone Teen Center 

in Ann Arbor. 

"These two projects helped me to feel comfortable behind the camera, and encouraged me to pursue photography 

further," she says. "I'm a quiet person, and I realized that behind the camera is where I like to be. I can be involved in 

something without being the center of attention." 

Raynor has taken two photography classes at U of M, giving her an opportunity to get back into the darkroom and to 

learn about different techniques, artists and approaches. 

However, the source of most of her learning and inspiration came from other students, after she joined the student 

organization Fighting Obstacles Knowing Ultimate Success in her freshman year. She currently serves as the group's 

co-president. F.O.K.U.S. organizes a range of events in Ann Arbor, from film screenings and concerts, to art exhibitions 

and educational forums. 

"We're an arts advocacy organization seeking to bring people together using art as a common medium," she says. "We 

believe everyone has an art to share, and our goal is to provide opportunities for people to discover and express their 

art. 

"I've gained countless valuable experiences from my role in the group, and I've been encouraged and inspired to 

continue to pursue my own art." 

Although Raynor does not intend to make a career out of photography, she knows it always will be her passion. 

"As I go through my day, I periodically catch myself staring at something as if looking through the lens of a camera -­

framing a scene just the right way, so it can stand alone and still catch the eye. 

"This is how I know I will be snapping away forever." 

Sheila Pursglove is a freelance writer. She can be reached at /Jingley51@yahoo.com. 

In focus 

Who: Emma Raynor, photographer, U-M student and Community High School grad; co-president of the U-M group 

F.O.K.U.S. 

What: "New Orleans: Two & a Half Years After Katrina" photography exhibit. 

Where: Ann Arbor District Library downtown branCh. 

When: Runs through Wednesday. 

Visit: VlWW: visualstenographers;com, www.onefokus.org and ww"".aadl.org/gallery/pictureAnnArbor 

lemmarayn()r. 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/10/10/ann_arbor.journal/news/doc4ac952205942d357475138.prt 
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Student's family may file lawsuit 

Saturday, October 10, 2009 

By Art Aisner, Special Writer 

The attorney for an Ann Arbor Muslim family whose daughter was injured in a fight involving several Skyline High School 

students is contemplating filing a lawsuit and wants federal authorities to investigate allegations of a hate crime. 

Nabih Ayad, the Canton-based attorney for the family, said the 16-year-old girl was assaulted because of her Muslim 

faith during a confrontation with at least five other students on their way home from the high school Sept. 8. 

He said he will request an investigation of the incident and the school district's reaction from the U.S. Department of 

Education's Office for Civil Rights as soon as possible. 

"There is no doubt in my mind that his is clearly a hate crime, and should be prosecuted as such," Ayad said. "This girl 

has had to change schools and is basically living in fear of her life now." 

Ayad's statement followed the Washtenaw County Prosecutor Office's decision not to file ethnic intimidation charges 

against the teens that allegedly struck the girl and ripped off her head dress, or hijab, while shouting racial slurs outside 

the North Maple Estates apartments. The girl needed six stitches for a laceration. 

The fight started on the bus, was broken up by the driver, and then resumed when the stUdents got off at the same stop. 

Ayad said the school district could be culpable for not providing a safe environment for the student. The district also 

could be scrutinized for its review of the incident and subsequent disciplinary action, which included suspending the 

victim and one other student, Ayad said. 

School officials said they took disciplinary action against the students involved, but would not release those details. 

Any determination of ethnic intimidation or the need for further review by federal authorities could be grounds for a 

criminal investigation. 

Chief Deputy Assistant Washtenaw County Prosecutor Steve Hiller said four teens will be petitioned to appear on 

undisclosed charges in juvenile court for their roles in the investigation. He declined to discuss further details about the 

case, other than the facts determined by the police investigation did not meet the legal definition of ethnic intimidation. 

"Suffice it to say, we did not feel there was evidence to justify any ethnic intimidation charges," Hiller said. 

At least some of the alleged assailants are black. 

The case received regional and statewide media attention after the Michigan Chapter of the Council on American-
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Islamic Relations issued a statement demanding state and federal investigations on the grounds of a hate crime. 

"We called for an investigation as a hate crime and the Washtenaw County Prosecutor's Office came to a decision that it 

wasn't," Walid said. 

"We're very disappointed that ethnic intimidation charges weren't sought. Particularly, given some of the remarks 

students made during the incident." 

Ann Arbor police said the charges stemmed from the actions of different students involved in to two separate but related 

confrontations. Parents were also allegedly involved in the fray, which swelled to nearly 30 people before parents came 

home. 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/10/17/ann_arbor.Journal/news/doc4adOd3b313ce5760798916.prt 
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Teens attend Congressional Student Forum at Pioneer 

Wednesday, October 14,2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

Pioneer High School Class President Solomon Rajput is even more convinced he would like to pursue a path in politics 

after listening to U.S. Reps. John Dingell, D-15th District, and Mark Schauer, D-7th District, at a Congressional Student 

Forum held Oct. 12 for students across Washtenaw County. 

"It was a valuable experience," said the high school senior, adding that listening to the congressmen in person at 

Pioneer, rather than on television, was something special. 

"I'm really interested in politics," Rajput said, "and now even more so." 

The teen credited Pioneer High School teacher Tracey VanDusen for setting up the forum, which was attended by 

students from Saline, Chelsea, Dexter, Huron, Pioneer and Community high schools. 

"This was a way to learn things you can't learn from a textbook," said Heather Hooppaw, a senior at Pioneer High 

School. 

She, too, said she would love to get involved with current issues, which was one of the messages both officials 

emphasized to the students. 

Schauer told the students: "Be the change you want to see in the world," in encouraging them to develop skills for the 

future. 

"This is your country, your world and this is your future," said Dingell, who on Feb. 11 became the longest serving 

member of the House of Representatives. 

Dingell stressed that it only takes one person to change the world. 

"I hope you'll try," he told the students. 

Amy Morrow and Greg Morsfield, both juniors at Saline High School, were two of the student panelists at the 

Congressional Forum. They were part of a contingent of about 100 students from the school who asked questions and 

listened to the discussion, which covered topics ranging from health care to the environment. 

Ben Holewinski, a junior at Saline High School, said he wanted to ,learn more about Michigan's government and how it 

works. 
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Fellow Saline High School student Will Bedo said he was looking forward to the discussion because it was the first time 

he had been to anything like it. 

Stephanie Boyle, a junior at Saline High School, said she was looking forward to seeing some of the officials who 

represent Michigan. 

Milan Griffes, a senior at Huron High School, said he was interested to hear what Dingell had to say. 

"It's exciting to have such an influential person here, II he said. 

Devon Micow, a senior at Huron High School, said he wanted to learn about proposed healthcare reforms. 

Greg Hughes, Sean LaForest, Aimee Mesko, Kyra Yanko and Casey Hirth, all seniors at Chelsea High School, were 

part of a contingent of about 17 students who attended the forum from their school. They said they were looking forward 

to hearing how things had changed in Congress during the many years that Dingell had served the district. 

Schauer said he weighs the ideas of his constituents, the Constitution and his conscience before casting a vote on a bill. 

Dingell said he considers what's right, what's in the best interest of the country and the wellbeing of his constituents 

before he casts a vote. 

Students learned that both members of the House are mindful of the youth in their districts and the future of the country 

as they bring froth proposals and vote on bills. 

There are about 4,000 bills introduced each session, Dingell said, and about 300 are passed, some of them as many as 

1,000 pages long. 

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1~lImendinger@heritage.com or at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397). 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/10/14/ann_arbor~ournalInews/doc4ad5e9bef112f745340913.prt 
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Letter to the editor: Republican group opposes school 

millage 

Wednesday, October 14, 2009 

Republican group opposes school millage 

Last week, the Washtenaw County Republicans voted to oppose the 2 mill ($30 million) tax increase that is now on the 

November ballot in this county. 

There were many reasons for this decision -- too many, in fact, to compress into one brief letter to the editor. So we will 

be communicating frequently on this important subject. 

Let's start, though, with asking ourselves whether it is wise to impose this large of a tax increase in the middle of a 

recession. Property values are falling, and the people with whom we speak are increasingly asking for tax relief. Far too 

many are worried that they won't be able to hold onto their homes. Almost all are in no position to pay any more, and, of 

course, higher property taxes make it more difficult to sell real estate, as well. 

A tax increase at this time will push some homeowners over the edge, thereby jeopardizing the whole county tax base. 

We will be writing more letters to the editor before the election to explain our position further. 

Wyckham Seelig 

Vice Chairman of the 

Washtenaw County Republican Party 

Ann Arbor 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/10/20/opinion/doc4ad5e5f4848af481921826.prt 
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Downtown Ann Arbor walking tours mark 
'new era' in local history education 
Posted: 10:04 p.m. October 14, 2009 

A new era in the teaching of national and local history will open in Ann Arbor this week. 

Today 200 Skyline High School students and their teachers will be bused downtown to 
meet community leaders who will guide them on 10 carefully organized local history 
walking tours. Former Mayor Ingrid Sheldon is among the tour guides. 

This is the latest step in the work of the Downtown Ann Arbor Historical Street Exhibit 
Program. Celebrating the history and life of our downtown, 20 transparent glass frames, 
artifacts and almost 50 wall plaques are already a part of the downtown streetscape 
Appealing to all ages and to residents and visitors alike, these permanent exhibits have 
brought history out of books and libraries and put it on our public sidewalks. 

Exhibit program planners have always hoped to coordinate with the city's public schools 
to integrate the program and a downtown historical walking tour into the school 
curriculum. The opening of Skyline High School last year has made that possible. 
Principal Sulura Jackson, magnet teacher Patricia Jenkins, and Skyline faculty have 
worked with twelve members of the Street Exhibit Education Committee over the last two 
years to develop the current pilot project that will have its first test on today. 

Tours are not just about identifying historic places and areas in our community. They are 
also not just about investigating relationships of people, places and local historic themes. 
Those things are important. But it is about relating local themes, issues and 
developments to a national or international scene. It's about connecting students to racial, 
ethnic, gender. religious and experiential differences that relate to their own identity. 
Providing opportunities to develop skills in accessing primary and online resources, as 
well as interviewing individuals who have a special relationship with local history, are also 
goals of the new educational program for Skyline. 

How do the patterns of downtown Ann Arbor development illustrate broad dlanges in 
American life? In arci1itecture? Communications? Business? Banking? Shopping? Ethnic 
and racial migrations? What is the relation of 19th century railroad consolidator Cornelius 
Vanderbilt to James B. Ashley, builder of the Ann Arbor-Toledo Railroad? 

What new resources made possible the construction on Huron and Main of the Glazier 
Building, Ann Arbor's first "skyscraper"? Chelsea stove manufacturer and State Treasurer 
Frank P. Glazier built it in 1907. He later ended up in prison for embezzlement. Was he an 
example of a "Robber Baron"? How does the growth of Ann Arbor's north side "Supply 
Side of Town," with its transportation and power developments. illustrate the patterns of 
national industrialization? These are among the questions that 1 0 tour guides hope to 
touch on during their downtown walks. 

The Downtown Ann Arbor Historical Street Exhibit Program has already won state and 
national prizes for its unique contribution to downtown public space. Next year program 
promoters will seek state and national prizes for innovative education for Skyline High 
School and the Street Exhibit Program. 

Ann Arbor resident Ray Detter is project coordinator for the Downtown Ann Arbor 
Historical Street Exhibit Program. 

SMfe this post Tags: Ingrid StleIUt);), Skyline 
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Skyline High School stud:ents get a 
lesson in Ann Arbor history 
Posted: 11:00 p,m. October 15,2009 :3 Comments. Comment NO'W 

Skyline High School students saw history come off the page and into the streem 
Thursday with the launch of a project that introduces them to .Ann Arbor's past 

Kenytown for use as a farmer's, market:. 

The: studenisf numberf:ng about 

200 a.nd divided into small groups, 
participated In one of 10 different 
walking tours Thursday moming 
that stopped at the three­

dimensional transparent glass 

frames and waJl paf'llBits installed 

on bu "k:lings around the city. 

The students learned about Ann 
Arbor foun,dlers Elisha RumiSl9Y 
and John Allen, who: each lJsing 
r~'-gotten gains to buy ~a nd to 
establish the city. And about Mary 

FosterF who in 1876 became the 
cHy's first female Jawyer, and onf:y 
the 14th in the natm. She was 52. 

And about the Luick brothers, 'lNho 
donated land next to 'lNhat kS today 

Wh i~ the Downtown Ann Arbor Historical Street Exhibit Program began overseeing 
the instal~tion ,of the frames and panels that tell Ann Arborls story 10 years ago, 
orga.nlzers of mile tour decided "t was time to make sure they am seen. 

"We didnit want to Just put history on the street-If said Ray Dettsr, one of the 

organizers. uWe wanted to activate the exhibit, to get people invoived. One of the best 
ways to do that was t.o integrate it into 1heschool system. II Sk)lli ne was a natural place 
to start, he said. because it was new and open to making the walking tour part.o;f its 
curricufcum. 



Skyline teachers developed teaching plans around the tour, Detter said, that spanned 
all of thlis week. 

"As a new school, we're trying to establish relanonshtips with businesses and 
organizations, it said Sean McBrady. Skyline his,tory teacher. "And this fits in weE! 
because we are teaching about technological, political,education and sodal changes. It 

The tours gave a local look at several broad themes: 

'1' Immigration: While transplanted New Yorkers and New Englanders first sett~d here, 
immigrants fblbwed. Germans were first, rdlowed by Greeks, ItaJians, Irish and others. 

• Business: North of the Washtenaw County courthouse was the supply side o,f town, 
providing lumber, marble, farm implements and more. 

• Indus1riallzalion: Power came from the Ago dam )built in 1832). But Ann Arbor has 
never been an industriall powerhouse., That was left to YpsulanU. 

Susan NeMdlc. volunteer tour guide and reUred Saline School District teacher, led a 
group of students around the old Fourth Warn, covering 8, geographfc area that 
:spanned the area from the Washtenaw County Courthouse to Ztngerman's 
Delk:atesssn. 

Her students learned: 

• The building that now housss the Ann Arbor Observer is the second-oldest 
oommercial buitdlng in the city and has hosted businesses ranging from farm 
implement sellar to underwear maker. 

I' Argiero's RestallJrant was once a gas station 

.. The Fourth Avenue Birksnstockmom is in a building 1hat was home- to the city's first 
Dunbar Community Center, a string o,f community centers around the nation that 
offered lodging a.nd services to the African American community' and were named after 
poet Pauf! Laurence Dunbar. 

" Vestiges of the troiley that trBvef.ed down De,troHStreat to the train depot can be seen 
where the brick road is patched. 



• Ann Arbor wanted to be named the state's capital. As a conso~atiOn prize, it got the 
University of Michigan. 

The Ilawntown Ann Arbor HistO'rical Street Exhibit Prrogram has overseen installation 
of 20 transparent glass ftames and aJmost SO wall plaques tha.t detaiJ through words 
and pictures, Ann .Arbor's history; While the city owns the exhibits, private money has 
paid IDl most of the! projectf Detter said. He hopes the pilot student tour project will 
eventuaJly expand to Bil of the city's high schools. 

The a1reel exhibit. program has won international, national and state awards. One more 
frame wil~ be installed at the University of Michigan Student Union to mark where 
President John Kennedy ,announced plans for the Peace Corps. About 1 0 more wall 
imagres am also planned! Detter :said. 

Skyline sophomore Christian Lewis said he learned things he didn't know about the 
diy. including the fad: that the Kerrytown neighborhood just barely eseaped a wracking 
hall in the early 1960s.And the tour was worth brav~ng the October chill, he said. 

'ilf I wasn't here, I~dbe in ,geometry right now. If 

.. ShaBie thes post ..., 
Tags: Dov."ntown AI'I'f1i Nbor Historical Stre9tExrnb~t PrQgram. Skyftine High School: 
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October 15, 2009 

Sluggish Results Seen in Math Scores 
By SAM DILLON 

I'llll1tl'JTER .. f'!;!IENInt.V F'QRMA7 

S-F'OHS-C<RED BY 

The latest results on the most important nationwide math test show that student achievement grew faster 

during the years before the Bush-era No Child Left Behind law, when states were dominant in education 

policy, than over the years since, when the federal law has become a powerful force in classrooms. 

Scores increased only marginally for eighth graders and not at all for fourth graders, continuing a sluggish 

six-year trend of slowing achievement growth since passage of the law, which requires schools to bring 100 

percent of students to reading and math proficiency by 2014. 

On the most recent test, 39 percent of fourth graders and 34 percent of eighth graders scored at or above the 

proficient level. 

"The trend is flat; it's a plateau. Scores are not going anywhere, at least nowhere important," said Chester E. 

Finn Jr., president ofthe Thomas B. Fordham Institute, a research organization in Washington. "That 

means that eight years after enactment of No Child Left Behind, the problems it set out to solve are not 

being solved, and now we're five years from the deadline and we're still far, far from the goal." 

The test, known as the National Assessment of Educational Progress, was given to 329,000 fourth- and 

eighth-grade students. Results in reading are to be released next year, officials said. 

"This is the first time in 19 years that fourth-grade math scores are flat," said Secretary of Education Arne 

Duncan. "We've got to get better faster." 

The latest scores were especially disappointing because score gaps between white and minority students did 

not diminish at all since the last time the math test was administered, in 2007. On average, the nation's 

fourth graders scored 240 on a Soo-point scale, just as they did in 2007. White fourth graders, on average, 

scored 248, Hispanics scored 227 and blacks scored 222. 

Eighth graders, on average, scored 283 on the same scale, up from 281 in 2007. White eighth graders, on 

average, scored 293, while Hispanics scored 266 and black eighth graders scored 261. 

The gap of 32 points separating average black and white eighth graders represents about three years' worth 

of math learning. 

Enactment of the No Child Left Behind law in 2001 followed a decade dominated by a standards and 

accountability movement that brought deep changes to public schools. Educators and policy makers, in 

nearly every state, laid out standards as to what students were expected to know in each grade and subject, 

and required schools to use those standards to guide instruction. They also established standardized testing 
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regimes intended to measure whether students were meeting the standards and to hold schools accountable 

for student achievement. 

The federal law, proposed by President George W. Bush and passed by bipartisan majorities in Congress in 

his first year in office, sought to build on the standards movement with many new federal rules, including a 

requirement that states administer reading and math tests every year to students in grades three through 

eight and once in high school. 

It required schools to publish their scores on state tests not just as averages, but broken down by students' 

race, sex and other groups, a rule that most educators agree has focused attention on narrowing 

achievement gaps. 

And it raised the importance of the National Assessment, requiring the Department of Education to increase 

the frequency of its administration in math and reading to once every two years, to help Americans monitor 

progress toward the goals of universal proficiency and the elimination of the achievement gap. 

The latest results on the National Assessment show that in the six years since the law took effect, 

fourth-grade scores have risen by five points, to 240 from 235. That is slower growth than during the seven 

years preceding the federal law, when average fourth-grade math scores grew by 11 points, to 235 in 2003 

from 224 in 1996. 

"Either the standards movement has played out, or the No Child law failed to build on its momentum," said 

Mark Schneider, who from 2005 to 2008 was commissioner of the arm of the Department of Education that 

oversees the National Assessment. "Whatever momentum we had, however, is gone." 

No one can say for certain why achievement progress has slowed since the federal law took effect, and Mr. 

Schneider and other experts warned that economic, demographic and social factors other than the law itself 

may be to blame. 

But an unintended consequence of the law has been that many states have lowered the rigor of their 

standards and the difficulty of their tests to avoid sanctions the law imposes on failing schools, a process 

Secretary Duncan has called a "race to the bottom." 

David P. Driscoll, chairman of National Assessment Governing Board, said at a news conference in 

Washington announcing the scores: "Mathematics achievement is not close to where it should be." 

"A major reason," he said, "continues to be the lack of content knowledge and mathematics preparation of 
our teachers." 

William Schmidt, an education professor at Michigan State University, also called the results disappointing. 

"We're just inching upwards, and we've only got about a third of our students proficient," Professor Schmidt 

said. 

The large variation in average scores by state, he said, should be a focus of national analysis. In 

Massachusetts, for instance, where educators have sharply raised math scores in recent years by carefully 
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reworking standards and instruction, 57 percent of fourth graders scored at or above proficient on the latest 

test. That compares with Mississippi, where only 16 percent of students scored at proficient. 

"How can we as a nation allow such disparity?" Professor Schmidt asked. 

Copyright 2009 The New York 11mes Company 
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Hosting a Ja.paneses.tudent: How 
sweet it is 

'Travef is fBtal to prejudiCfJ, bigotry, and fUfJrr'(Jw-mindedness. Bmad" wholesome, 
charitable views of men and things cannot be acquired by vegetating in one iittfe: 
comer of the SsM all one's Nfetim'fi. '" ~Mark Twain 

Or,. as my teen son su mmed it up on F acebook (not as eloquently, but I must admit, it 
captured the sentfment): 



"TflBre's 8 frS%kin' sweet Japanese kit} at my houser 

OM yes, how sweet it was. 

Vile had a great 'week hosting Konai, our 14-year~old exchange student from Ann 

Arbor's sister city of Hikone, Japan. A dozlen middle schoolem from Hikon9 vigjted Ann 

Arbor last week, and Ann Arbor Pubtic Schoofs wtll send tW8,!ve middle schooiers to 

Japan next month. 

Prior to his visit, as i tried to digest the curIural information we had received, i worried 

about whether our home was welcoming or dean enough, hm'll we would 
communicate,and whether he wotllfd eat weH or miss h1S home. [wanted to make sure 

he had a great trme, lbat he: appreciated our faJrcitY,8nd that we pretended to act nike 

a normal American family. Or maybe ,even better than normal, whatever that is., 

There was no need to worry. Kohe! was delightfu!, and he spoke terrffic EngHsh, to our 

great relief. He was soc!al and engaglng: playing football vI/fih the neighbors, ridJng 

rlpst!!'< with my younger son, and teaching my daughter magic tricks. He dieemedaH of 

my food "deitctoLls.'" Of course It was-even the squash soup and the boxed mac 'n 

cheese. I hope my own }(jds were paying attention., 

Bjr opening our home to a vi.sitm from afar, we learned so much. The state of my 

house wasn't so tmportant; by the end of the week tt was as messy as usual. DespIte 

fangu.age hurd!e:sand mInor cultural dfifferel'lces (~aaming to work the g,ho,!;'1er; doing 

neat HtUe bund!'es of laundry each day, no mlso soup for breakfast), we're not so 
different Teens don't need major entertainment Th,ey are happy hanging out w[th 

friends, wherever they are. They Ilke to flirt and teas·a each other, Just Hke our !dds. 

Thsysl1joyed seeing the IDeal sights, but more importantly, they wanted to make 

connections. 

When i asked Kohe! 'it'II'hat he \J.,tanted to do most whHe he was here, he promptly 

answer·sd, "I want to make Jots offriends," 

Mission accomplished. 

The Japanese host MI'. Ikegami,aftel' describIng the impa(,:t of U11S relationship 

between Hi kane a nd Ann Arhor at our Sayonara party, fra mad i.t like this: 

lOIS: File t 
t~l3:Ve' dnr,.e 



iPJ cannot changethB· war of the pasi:1 but it is my duty to make sure it n9119r happens 
again.i'I 

If weare hones,~ we aU have our history and prejudices. Conflict 'Ni1h the Japanese is 
not in my personai history, but it is for manylNho still feeJ the sting of World War II. But 
regardless of the differences, if we make a friend-a mal human con nection .. -it 
becomes imposstille to hamar paint broad negative assumptions about an entim 
group of people. Because wfillalways remember that. one friend who was so kind. 

So now we haves dear friend in Japan~ 1Nh0 my son will visit in just two weeks. I must 
agree 'lNith my son: It is very sweet 
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Students learn about health at Teddy Bear Clinic 

Sunday, October 18, 2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

Sydney Bumpus and Alexa Hughes were among about 130 kindergartners and first-graders at Carpenter Elementary 

School in Ann Arbor who recently learned more about health and their five senses. 

The students were part of a Teddy Bear Clinic put on by nursing students from Washtenaw Community College who 

manned a series of health-related hands-on health stations at the school Oct. 14. 

Zachary Brewer, a first-grader, learned he still had a few germs left on his hands after he washed them by looking at 

them in the "Glitterbug." 

The Glitterbug, a black-light, showed areas that had been missed during the hand-washing process. 

"We tell them to sing 'Happy Birthday' or another song, while they are washing their hands and also to scrub their nails," 

said Glenda Tate, a WCC nursing student. 

Meanwhile, Andrew Ma and Marielle Lanczki, kindergarteners, learned more about their senses of taste by trying 

different concoctions in paper cups. 

Diane Leistner, another nursing student, said salty, bitter, sour and sweet are tasted by different areas of the tongue as 

the students tasted salt, vanilla, lemon and sugar to experience the difference. 

The students also had an opportunity to practice brushing teeth by using shaving cream on tooth brushes and practicing 

on laminated teeth. 

Soren Knudsen, a first-grader, and his classmates also had an opportunity to color a page that reminded them to brush 

after meals. 

Trevor Emch, a kindergartener, put his nose to the test to smell a container with vanilla at another station in the room. 

Gayathri Gunda, a kindergartener, learned about sound at the health fair. 

Students were also able to test their sense of touch by finding objects on flashcards inside a closed container. 

"Nursing students from WCC plan health fairs four times a year, said nurse Sherry MacGregor. 

She said each is a little different, but includes teeth brushing, hand washing, exercise, nutrition and information about all 
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five senses. 

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397) or at lallmendinger@heritage.com. 

URL: http://www.heritage.comIarticles/2009/10/20/ann_arbor...iournallnews/doc4adb82ba35722578326485.prt 

© 2009 heritage.com, a Journal Register Property 
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Foes!, backers ramping up 
Washtenaw County school 
enhancem,ent millage campaign,s 
Posted: 10~OO a,m. Om:ooor 18, 2009 129 Comments. Comment NO\';' 

Betsy Marks is a bit conflicted. 

She got a mailing the other day from the citizen's committee in Ann Arbor pushing 
approval of a 2-mill tax m benefit aU schools in the county. The group pointed out the 
dire circumstances facing local schools and the budget shortfalls Its members say 

could lead to massive layoffs and the disruption of education. 

But Marks worries about having to pay more taxes and wonders whether the schools 
have done a good enough job managi ng the money they already have. 

And so, she's not quits decided on how she'll vote when she heads to the polls on 
Nov. 5. 

A lot ofmlks in washtenaw County share her indecision. 

Theyire fa.ced with deciding whether to believe supporters .. who say passfing this bat/ot 
measure is the Ofll'ly' way to preserve the quality of educatbn in ama schools~ or 
opponents, who say the tax is too large and schoots oould find ways to be mom 
efficient. 

With less than a month to go before Election Day, both sides are ramping up, their 

efforts to educate voters - holding forums, sanding mamngs and updating Web sfites. 

Much of that action is concentrated in the Ann Arbor schoo' drstnct. which both si;des 
'say is kay to succsss on Section Day. If Ann Arbor voters approve tha millage. it's 
Ukely to pass, no matmrwhich side voters in other districts am 00. The opposite ts .also, 
true. 



Thebaslcs 

The millage would rarse about $30 mllllo,n col..mtywide each year. It would cost the 
o.wner o.f a home with a $100,000 taxable value $,200 per year. It would be in place for 
five years. 

The money raised would be split among the county's 1 ° tradlt!onai schoo districts -
Ann Arbor, Chelsea, Dexter, Lincoln, Manchester, Milan,Saline, Ypsilanti, Willow Run 
and Whitmore lake. Charter schools in the oounty would notrecelve any funds from 
the tax. til would be cohded by the WashteMw IntaJ:medf,s,te Schooi Oistrk:t and 
distributed to the school districts based on student enronment 

Ann Arbor would get the ~rgast chunk of the money - about $11 million leach year. 

The overall county vote is what wKlldetermine passage. If!, for example, vote'f'S in one 
school drstrict vote it down, but it passes countyw'ide,afJ oounty property owners, 
induding: those in the district where it failed, would be assessed the tax. 

The money would go into each district's genem' fund. There would be no restridi'ons 
on how It would be spent. 

The case for the mllFage 

Ann Alibor schools Superintendent Todd Roberts says the case for 
the miRage issimpte: The state has made steep cuts Fn schooE 
funding to balance its budget, and districts need to find a way to 

repface some of that money. 

Per-pupil state aid makes up the owk at local school districts; 
revenue. As it has dropped, many dismds have had to repeatedly 
cut money from their budgets, Jeopardizing the quaifHy of education 
they can offer,administrators say. A spending plan approved by the 
state tegisfature for this schoof year cuts fund fng by $165 per pupil. 

And under Proposal A, local school districts can't go directly to voters and ask for 
operating: money. But they Q'i!l band together and seek a countywide enhancement 
millage that will benefit all the districts in the county. 



Ann Arbor has already made millions of dollars in cuts in the past several years and is -0 
facing a n estimated S 15 mllion budget shortfall next school year. That equates to 
about 200 positions. 

'"We believe that the quality of our community would suffer" if the mmage doesn't pass, 
Roberts said. 

Roberts said Ann Arbor has tightened its belt by reducing its staff, negotiating a 
no-pay-raise contrad with the teachers union this schoof: year and worldng with other 
county school districts to look at consolidating services. 

;'Locaiily; we1re trying to take oontroir~ afoul' finances, Roberts satdi, adding even [If the 
milla.ge passes, cuts would likely be needed next year. IIWe can't wait br the state to 
solve too: problem. We're hoping the community wI~f support: ustaks some control over 
our destiny. Thiele not an Ann Arbor issue. It's a county Issue." 

The other area schooJ districts are pinning their hopes on the minage as wen. 

"I think a misnomer out there is that thIS fiS an enhancement mi'lage. I don't believe 
there Is one district in the oountytha.t INiI be enhancing," Chelsea School District 
Superintendent David KlWps said. '*This is about marntenance and survival." 

Bryan Girbach, the superintendent of Milan Area Smoots, agreed. 

"As we've trimmed back and trimmed back ... we're getting to the point where: there's 
nowhere to trim wtthoutaffecting the program for Ollf kids. I don't think the resloonts ·01 
Washtenaw County will be ha ppy with ths education program we can offer with that 
kind of cut II 

The case agalnstths millage 

Whfcle suppmtsrs of the millage focus a Jot of their attention and metoric on what would 
happen in the schOO/m If the enhancement millage passes or fails, Kathy Griswold,s 
former Ann Amor school board membsr,and Ted Annis, a local businessman and 
member of the Ann Arbor Transportation Authority board, deaden Instead to focus on 
what woulld happen to taxpayeni if it passes. 

The two, who are ,among the leaders of the ami-millage group Citizens for R,esponsible 
School Spending., didn't like what they 8aw~ 



"I find it to be an unreasonablie req!ues~" Annis said. "'t's an 11 percent Increase (In the 
number of mills levied for schools). That's a lot in hard times. ~ 

Ann .Arbor homeowners already pay more than 11 miilils to support schools, millage 
opponents point out. A mill is a tax of $1 per $1,000 of a home's taxable value. 

Armis puts a twist on the supporters' "It takes a millage to educate a child~ mantra. 
Referendng the six millagas Ann Arbor residents already pay to the local dEsmet and 
the intermediate school district, he said, ~evidentiy It takes six miliages, and soon a 
seventh, to educate a child." 

The group sees baoat in the Ann Arbor school district - notIng tha.l when you divide the 
number of students by the number of teachers, you get a ratio of about 14 students to 

every teacher. The district should be aofe to realign its teaching resources to make 
sure students stil~ get Ii good education" mHlIage opponents say. 

Annis said mfllage supporters are engaging in scare tactics when they predict g400m 
and doom If the millage fails. 

The citizens' group is also upset that all the money raised in some districts won't be 
spent in that district 

For example, In Ann Arbor, $16 million w[ll be raised each year. Only $11 million win be 
sent to Ann Arbor. The rest will go to other districts. 

Griswold said voters shouldn't think Ann Arbor school officials. are simply being 
generous to ather districts. 

"It's easy to say, 'Let's help our brothers in )'psi: when it puts revenue in the bank fCl<r 
Ann Arbor as well." 

The citizens' group isn't the only one against the mlUage. The Washtenaw County 
Republican Party voted recently to oppose it. 

"The proposed 2 mm ($30 mlflion) annual tax increase wm p,ush already struggHng 

taxpayers over the edge, causing them to lose their homes, and further weakening the 

tax base of the oounty/ Wyckham Seelig, vice chairman of the party, said in a 
statement "It wnl achieve nothing beyond putting a temporary bandage on a 
fundamentaily flawed educational finance and expenditure system. 



"What we need! to have is asarious, non-stop cost control effort, im::luding much more 
prtvatizationof non-teachingfuncli:ons, vigorous competitive bidding fOr all school 
system bumness, and, most importantly, more cost effective teacher compensation 
packages." 

David Jesse covers K-1.2 education for AnnArbor..com. He can be reached at 
davidjesse@annarbar.oom or at 734-623;..2534. 



TH!S WEEK IN LOCAL EDUCATION 

WITH POLL: Enhancement, millage is t:he 
talk in Washt,enaw County education 
circles 
Posted: 9:25 a.m, October 19, 2009 63 Comments. Oomment Now 

In Wasnmna.w County educati!on circles, the enhancement mntage on 1he bailot Nov. 3 
wfJI likely take canter stage for the next few weeks. 

A host of meetings are pi,anned - roth large pubUc town hal type events (check 'With 
your /local school district for days and times in your area) and smaller house-party 
rundraisers. 

Irs nolt just educators· who are keenly interested in the [uue. My story yesterday on 
1he arguments both for and against the 2-mill t.ax Is nearing 100 comments as I type 
tilis around 9, a. m. 

We're planning more stodes on the minfage in the coming days. PJ8aS8 comment 
below or e-mail me at davicfj8'sse@annarbor.oam if there are spedfic questions you 
.want answered. 

And while yOltre here, vom in cur poll. 

How wltl you vote on the countywide schools enhancement mtlla.ge? 

e I've got enough information and will vote yes 

I d0l!11t have eooughinformation yet, but am leaning towards yes 

e ! have enough informettooend willi vote 00 

e J don't have enough information, but am leaning towards no 

e l'm undecided 

t¥otf!~ 
View Results 

Two schoo board meetings tonight hava interesting items on the agenda. 



The first is Ii board retreat in YpsUanti. It will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. at the high 
school. The board wiH work on relations with the new supedntendent and dtsctlss key 
issues facing the district 

The other Is at 1 p.m. at Dexter's Creekside Intel1'ni8diate School. The schoof board 

wmconduct its reQufar business.} including receiving the audit of last yea~s finances. 

As af,ways. feel free to, a-mail me or call me at 734-623-2534 with any story ideas. "0 
fova to gat into more classrooms and l'isport ontha good teaching thafsgoing on out 
there. 



LETTERS TO EDITOR. 

Round'abouts near Skyline High a're 
unsafe due to lack of lighting 
Posted: 4:30 fLn'L October 19,2009 [) Comment. Comment Now 

.Edltorsnots: The following letter was aridressed to the Washtenaw County Road 

Commission:. 

I am writing to urge you to expedite your negotiations and finalize an agreement 
regarding the maintenance of roundabouts in Ann Aribor. I have been told that a. draft 
agreement is currently being negotiated reiliating to the roundabout near Geddes & 
US23 and that:. til lis agreement \!VIifl be used as a template,fortne other roundabouts in 
the area. 

I am hopeful that. you are already aware of the unsafe state of the three roundabouts 
on North Maple Road near SkYline High School. Several streetlights have been 
toppled by car accidents and other stree,tJights have been tumed off due to the wiring 
exposed by the toppled lights. 

As a resutt of the lack of proper Ilghtingf, Skyline, s,tudenm who navigate the 
roundabouts as pedewtansare put at serious risk every day. In addition to the 
Inadequate ~Ighting! the mundalbouts a,lso, pose :ssfraty rl'SKs due to the poor sightlines 
caused by the e'evation of the center islands and neglected snow prOW'ing on the 
roundabout sidewalks. 

Wef< the parents of S,kyiioo High Sehooisrudents, urge you to quickly finaifiZe the 
maintenance agreement for the roundabouts and immediately apply that agreement to, 
the 
North Maple Road roundabouts so that our chUdren can avoid these tJnneoessary 
safety risks. 

Brian Mrelewskl 
Skyline PTSO Presldf3f1t 



National Educa't,ional Technology 
plan to be discussed in Ann Arbor 
Posted: 5.:56 p.m.. Oc.tober 19,2009 o Gl)mmoot Comment Now 

Two University of Michigan professors will hold a conversation on a new Nationat 
EOUcatiOM.' Techno:togy P1lan Wednesday. 

Dan Atkins from the school o~ information and Barry Fishman from the school of 

educatbnare both members of the technical workgmup putting together the plan. The 

pian arms to assemble goals to shape state and Joca~ school technology. pJans. 

The purpose Wednesdays m98ting~ whtch W!t~ run from 4-6 p.m., is to gather input 

from various members of the public about. the plan. 

local school offlceafs, students training to be teachers and other fnterested parties are 

expected to a.ttend. The event is open to the public. 

It will be lie,lId at DNa different locations in Ann Arbor: The Atkins conference mom at. S! 

North. 1075 Beal Ave . .on North Campus and the Tribute Room in 'the School of 
Education, 61 I) E. University. 

.. Share this post v 
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Ann Arbor Journal> News 

Flooding issues to be fixed at Pioneer High School 

Tuesday, October 20,2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

Following the departure of the last University of Michigan and Ohio State football fans from the Pioneer High School 

parking lot Nov. 21, a stormwater project will begin to fix a flooding problem. 

The Ann Arbor Public Schools, the Office of the Washtenaw County Water Resources Commissioner and city of Ann 

Arbor have collaborated on a project that will improve water quality and reduce flooding on the city's west side. 

Allen Creek runs under the north lawn of high school property, said Harry Sheehan, an engineer for the Office of the 

Washtenaw County Water Resources Commissioner. 

The property is a popular parking area for football fans. 

Included in the $3.1 million project is the installation of two large underground tanks and pipes that will be part of an 

underground water treatment system. 

About 130 trees will be planted along the Allen Creek corridor on the site. The creek empties into the Huron River and 

the project is slated to clean the stormwater before it reaches the Huron River. 

About 40 percent of the project will be paid for by federal stimulus money. 

Board of Education President Deb Mexicotte called it "a great project for the community." 

Parents of Pioneer students were sent a letter explaining the timeline and project details, said Superintendent of 

Schools Todd Roberts. 

There will be a permanent fence erected along the sidewalk. 

In the initial phases, about three or four pieces of heavy equipment working at a time, Sheehan said. 

"This is really the only time there will be a big hole," said Randy Trent, executive director of physical properties. 

A retaining wall will be added along the southeast corner of the driveway and a brick plaza in the southeast corner at 

South Main and Stadium. 

The project also will be used as a teaching tool for science teachers and their classes. 

10/20/09 1:41 PM 
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There will be football parking in the area for the 2010 season. 

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397) or at lallmendinger@heritage.com. 

URL: http:/twww.heritage.com/articles/2009/10/20/ann_arborJournal/news/doc4addd58ed7a72841355016.prt 

© 2009 heritage.com, a Journal Register Property 
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Heritage Newspapers (heritage. com) 

Opinion 

Letter to the editor: A call for responsible school 

management 

Tuesday, October 20,2009 

A call for responsible school management 

The school administrators in Washtenaw County are being melodramatic. They are predicting dramatic school program 

cuts and degradation of school performance. They go further in saying that our communities will not be desirable places 

for anyone to reside or locate businesses in. Hogwash and more hogwash. 

High taxes are the prime consideration of where a business will locate. All you have to do is look at the southern, low-tax 

states that are capturing the bulk of new manufacturing jobs. 

What are we talking about here? The state is cutting the per student allocation by about 2 percent. Almost nothing. How 

do the schools cut 2 percent (or more) from their budgets? By doing what they have been stubbornly avoiding 

--outsource services like busing, custodial, grounds, lawn and snow removal, and cafeteria services. 

Get back to the school's core business -- education. 

What else? Increase class size. Class size is not an indicator of classroom performance, teacher quality is. Salaries 

amount to some 85 percent of a school's budget. Reduce the number of administrators and teachers, reduce costs. 

It is offensive to hear administrators ask for more money at a time when businesses, facing a similar shortfall, are cutting 

employees, freezing or reducing salaries, and suspending 401 K matching funds. We should expect our schools to be 

similarly innovative. Why not ask the teacher unions to come to the table for salary and benefit reductions? Why should 

schools be immune to such measures? 

The only way, it seems, to get administrators and school boards to become more efficient is to force them by stop bailing 

them out with millages. Capital or operating millages result in the exact same thing -- more money for school operations, 

either by removing capital burden on operating budget or directly adding to it. 

Don't be fooled by the rhetoric. Join me in voting "no" on the millage, and for responsible school management. 

Bob Spink 

Chelsea 

10/201092:05 PM 
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Ann Arbor Journal> News 

Students celebrate Walk to School Day, call attention to 

new crosswalk at intersection 

Wednesday, October 14,2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

Anton Ferguson, a second-grader at Carpenter Elementary School, said it best with a homemade sign. 

"Carpenter Rocks!! We love to walk for Carpenter," it read. 

Anton made the sign in honor of both National Walk To School Day Oct. 7, and, more importantly, the completion of a 

new cross-walk at a dangerous intersection near the school. 

The intersection at Packard and Dalton roads was the site of three pedestrian injuries when students were hit by cars in 

the last five years. 

"It was something that was recognized six years ago when I came to Carpenter," said Ron Collins, the school's principal, 

crediting Annette Ferguson, a member of the Carpenter Elementary School Safe Routes to School Team since its 

formation, as a driving force for the changes. 

Ritchie Coleman, Pittsfield Township's Department of Public Safety's community coordinator, said between 40 and 75 

children cross at the site and he's been working toward improving this new intersection since November 1990. 

"We didn't have sidewalks on the east side of Dalton; there were no walkable paths," he said. 

Crossing guard Isiah Harrison said the new intersection was wonderful because before this new crosswalk was 

installed, the students had to cross two roads. 

A new crosswalk was added on the west side of the intersection, while the crosswalk on the east side of the road was 

removed. 

In addition, new crossing signs and a mounted traffic signal with countdown numbers was installed. 

"It's pretty great," said Cindy Walton, who said she walks with her children to school whenever they can. They live 

almost a mile away. 

The $11,860 improvement was a collaborative effort between representatives from school administration, staff, parents, 

Pittsfield Township elected and safety officials, the Washtenaw County Health Department, the Washtenaw County 

Road Commission, Fed Ex and U of M Mott Children's Hospital. 

10/22/09 11:13 AM 
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"It was nice to see it continue to evolve into a success story," Coleman said. 

In fact, a group of eight fourth- and fifth-graders at Carpenter also got involved voicing concerns about the safety of 

people crossing Packard from two nearby apartment complexes. 

About 25 percent of the 330 students walk to school in good weather while about 3 percent ride bikes. 

lisa Allmendinger can be reached at lalimendinger@heritage.com or at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397). 

U RL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/10/14/a nn_a rbor.journal/news/doc4ace4f1 c3a3dS1 00807 454.prt 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

School enhancem,ent millage is 
needed 

3 Gommoots. Comment Now 

I disagree withWyckham Seeng's oomments conoeming a tax increase for schools. if 
he opposes a miDage increase that is his prerogative but don't h~d'9 behiind the 
Washmnaw County Republican Party tag unless you have polled each one of us 
indMdually. 

Had you and your cohorts dons something in Lansing this situation would not IS·Xbst ~ 

be~reve the only way our schools wi'i oontinue to prosper i 11 this current environment is 
through a millage increase. I have lived In Ann Arbor for 45 yea liS and have yo,teo for 
every school mileage that was pmsenmd. Them is no greater gift we can give a young 
student than an opportunity to receive a good education. 

Max. M. Zlegter 
Ann Arbor 



LElTE.RS TO THE EDITOR 

S,chools usingfea:r-mongering to get 
millage passed 
Posted: Today, ;3 hlOUtrs agIO {l! COffifl1Jll:lil CC!ff1.mflIf'lt Now 

Thank goodness for Mr. Seelig and the Wsshtenaw County Republican Party (~Now is 

n'ot the time for a tax increase inWa,shtenaw County"). 

Now I think Newt Gingrich lowered the bar mil' party politics over pub'ic interest to the 
lowest lewl possible, but someone needs to challenge the fear~mongering of the 
schoof districts, unions, and pditrcfans in thei'r quest to maintain their elevated financia~ 

expectations at the expense of homeowners with a seemingly endless stream of tax 

increases. Some of which are not even voted on but imp:lemented att9adership 
discretion and just show up on my tax bill. 

Whsre does the manipufa.tionof the public end? The strategizing o.f issues on the 
batBet, the timing and placement of t.ax proposals designed to confuse or prey upon the 
pub4ics' good will w'th the manipulation and surgical use of mcts to support their tax 

in,creases. Ifs like surffering a death by a. thousand sman cuts, each insign iflCant but 
together very deadlfy. 

And why arenlt the charter schools crying in their maSk? Oh yeah, they don't have 

unrons$ p8l"1sionsj buyouts, tenure, or bloated adminis·1ratilve· cos-ts. Is it reany aU about 
the kids or is self preservation and maintaining status Qluo the motivattng factor in 

these manipulative pleas for Increased f,unds? 

Frank G. DaUmonte 
Ann.Arbor 



Granholm's ve'to of school funding 
will cost Ann Arbor $3.7 million 
Posted: Today. 4 hours ago 16 CommlOOts. Comment Now 

An unexpected cut ~n a speciial'state aid category will combIne With a previously 
announced cut in the Ann Arbor Schools; per-pupil foundation grant to put the district 

on the edge of steep cUff, Superintendent Todd Roberts said Tuesday morning. 

"It was unweloome cat! last night Wflre going to have some challenges in deallng with 
itj It Roberts said. 

Michigan GovemorJennifer Granholm last night vetoed funding for what's called the 
20J portion o'r the state's schoof aid fund. That money gOBS to 39 school districts 
state'Wide. It was pari: of Proposal A" the measure that reformed school funding in 
1 '994. The payments were an attempt to maintain the 1;9val of per-pupil funding for the 
highest-funded districts when ProPOisaJ .A switchtng financing of schools from local 
dtstricts, to the state. 

The state now p,ays Bach district a varying amou nt of money per each student i,1 has 
enrolled. Ann Arbor gets about $9,600. 

In Ann Arbor's case" the money rut was $233 per student The legislature could 
ovenida the veto" but if it stands, it will mean a $3.1 mnlion hit to the distrid's 
5180-mifHon plus budget, Roberts said. 

The state school budg,et also takes away $165 from each distriCt's base per-pupil 
funding. That's going to cost the district $2.8 million 

Combined, that's ,s hit of about $395 per pupil) or more than $6 milrion. 

"I1's a bIg deat," Roberts said. "When we got the first cut, we had hoped to make [t up 
with part of our fund equity (mara than $20 miHlon). We can't use the fund ,equity to 
cover all of this." 

That's because the drstrict uses that extra money to cover the bms r,n the months each 
year it doesn't get a state aid payment. 



That's because the district uses that extra money to cover the bills in the months each 
year it doesn't get a state aid payment. 

'The problem could get worse," R.oberts said. 'We've been toid to expect another cut 
tn February." Schooi offICials also expect districts will have to take another cut next 
year of $400-$500. 

ComblMd, the cuts coulti amount to $1 1000 per student. The Q]fstrict has more than 
16,000 students. 

The cuts come as the distrtct, along with all the other school districts in Washtenaw 
County, are asking voters for a 2-mill tax increase. 

The tax would raise about $11 mllion a yearlior Ann Arbor. E.ven that wonl beenoug:h, 
Roberts said. "'If all the ruts come, the millage doesn't touch the total," he· said. 

As for making up the two cutsannmmced in the lastoouple of weekst Roberts saId the 
district. is looking at aU its options, but making cuts well into the budget year - it starts 
July 1 - is very hard to do. 

"This IS ridiculous. To ma.ke· this cut in laiteOctober makes it almost impossibre for 
districts tn handte."' 

In all, Granholm's cut to the 39 highest-funded districts win cost them $51.6 million. 
Overai~l, the Democrat[c govemorvetoed $54 million in spending from the budget 

School aid payments. are to go out Tuesday~ 

losing the extra money would mean $4.9 million less for Livonia. Public SChools and a 
cut of the same amount for the Dearborn City School Dis,met. The Walled Lake 
Consolidated Schoo~ Distrawoold get $4.7 million less a.nd WaITe:n Consolidated 
Schools would get $3.8 million ~. Districts ranginig from Saugatuck to Detour and 
East Lansing also would see decmasss. 

School officia:1s have said !':Wen the $i65-per-student cuts willlaad to layoffs,. crowded 
da.ssrooms and fewer preschool programs. Mora drstricts could face severn financial 
trouble as they struggle with falilngenmllment and a lingering re'oession. 

Districts win have the flexibility to trim spending from programs of their chaosjng as 
long as they agree to consolidate services to reduoo costs. 



Michigan Education Assocl,a.tion Pres.dl9nt Ir~s Salters sard the $54 million Granholm 
vetoed from the school aId budget and the threat of more cuts to rome shows the state 
needs to change how it pays for education and other services. 

"We have a chronic budget prob£em. and cuts aren't making it go a.way,'" Salters said in 
a raIe,ase. 

In her letter to f,awmakers announcing she had signed the K~12 budget, Granholm 
wamed that unless lawmakers raise more money for schools. diistricmcould soo' even 
bigger ruts than the ones inciudadl in the bUt State law requires school payments be 
cut if there's a defK:H:. 

She said the shortfall could be as much as $284 million in 11'113$12.9 billion K-12 
budget Soms /lawmakers. hS\IIS said the,y plan to mise more money mr districts, but 
they ha.ven't sent. any revenue bU!fis to her desk. lawmakers didnit pass thaschool aid 
bm until late Oct. 8, a week after the fiscal year started. 

The Associated Press contributed to this story. 

.. Share thiis pool ... Tags: Ann Arbor Public Schools, Ed!lJcati.oo 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

Proposed school enhancement tax 
would just feed the beast 
Posted: Today, :5 hours ago 10 Commen.ts. OiJmment Now 

Edltor~s note: The following letter to the editor was submitted by Beverley Geltfle.,., 
former superintendant of Saline Area Schools. 

j'm writing this because my husband and I have had many discus,sfons in recent 
weeks about the forthcoming Washtenaw County Educat~on MilIag'e. I have been a 
lf1,eloog defender and supporter of public education, and nave atways voted YES for 
every educatiOn millage no matter where I lived. 

However, I ,am writfng to teH you that we have already voted NO on the: countywide 
millage that is comi ng up for a Nov. 3 vote. 

We did not come to this deCision Ughtly. For mef it was truly a moral dilemma that I 
pondered deeply. 

However, my experiences as a sen tor educational administrator in several school 
districts have convinoed me of that the currant model and structure of public education 
in Michig.an is a total disaster. We are operating an rnefficient, unequal, immoral:, and 
unsustainable "system"' (non-system) of public education 

Continuing to fund the model that we have [;s srmply "feeding the beasf' and delaying 
me ul,timate and neoessary date of reckoning. 

Students fn Michigan wm continue to be shortchanged as doHers are waste..d in funding 
549 ~ndjvtdual, locaf school distriCts, including, as a coroUal1f, 54'9 individual 
superintendents! 549 central office staff,etc., serv[ng students numbering as tawas 
severaJ hundred or one or W.to thousand in fndMdual scoool distri:c:ts. The costs of the 
unnecessary duplication of servf·oes operating; under this present structure are 
unsustainable (and: almost unimaginable), and continue to diVert our public dollars 
from dirad: service to students. This mod,el r quite simply, is inaffic:ient, ineffective, and 
vary bad buscness. (For the r,ec.ord, the entire state of MarylBnd has 25 school 
districts. ) 

i 



Students throughout Michigan continue to be the '\4ctims" or beneficr,aries" of hugely 
varying amounts of dollars of per-pupil state funding. depending on the good or bad 
fortune of their residence. The size of the funding gap now is approximateiy $5,000 per 
student, depending on geography. 

There is a kHlg history behind this sadta!e; suffice It to say that since 1994 -- now 
almost 16 ~~ears ago, and even long before Proposal A put the current financfng 
system In place, we have supported a shamefully unequal process of fundIng 
education in Michigan. I resent that my tax dollars are used to sustain this immoral 
policy. I have voiced my protests to my focal s,tatel"epresentatives who have remained 
s~/ent or expressed regrets that they could do so little. Thus, today, in 2009, this is 
where we find ourselves: 

The State Aid Financial Status Report issued by the State of Michigan dated 
8120/2009, mveafBd the following unequal amounts of basic funding (per-pupil 
found.ation anow,anee) for school distr~cts in the Washtenaw County fntermediate 
Sch;oal District 

Ann Arbor $9490 
Chelsea 7650 
Dexter 7938 
Lincoln Cons. 7318 
Manchester 7513 
Sanne 7643 
Milan 7316 
Whftmore Lk. 7316 
Wtliow Run 7840 
Yps!~a nti 7983 

Thus, in just our own county, $$9,490 of our tax monies are directed to support the 
educatioo of each Ann Arbor student, while $7,316 is dvrected to students who live in 
Milan or WhitmomLake -- a funding difference 01'$2,174 per student. The differences 
in state per-pupil funding far greater when we look at what the weaJthiest districts fn 
Michigan receive, nottng amounts over $12,000.. Thus, every dollar we send In taxes to 
Lansing msults iii a d.lfferential of approximately $4,500 in th,e opportunities we give 
Michigan'S children to :team. As a life-long pubUc school teacher and administrator and 
university professor, I can assure you that money does [ndeed make a difference! 



School boards and administrators are brought to their knees as local unions1 guided 
,and coached by thei<r state and national organizations, use the ilieat of walkouts, 
refusal to settle school year catandars, etc., by demanding hea[th care cover,age as 
part of the negotiations process. The preferred provider fOr most Michigan school 
districts -which are allied with the M~ is MESSA, owned and opera,ted by the MEA. 
It is common knowledge that mHHon(s) of dollars are sent by the MEA/MESSA to the 
national parent organizattoo. the NEA, to fund that office" 

NegotiabJns IN'ith other possible carriers for different insurance plans a:l"e very difficult 
to conduct as state legistation permits the MEA/MESSA to keep prfvate and 
oonfldential their daims records. Thus" efforts to bring in other health insurance 
alternatives-often mrbwer cost and with greater benefits--are stym!ed as no 
comparative health cla.ims data are available. Beiieve me, ilis is a dtsaster. 

Part..itfme empioyees working a certain number o,f hours per week are typi:cally entitled 
to h,aalth and benefit insurance coverage which average more than $12,000 per 
emp~oyeet while their salary is often less than that. 

We currentf,y have an estimated $1.8 billion d;sfidt in the Michigan budget, which i,s 
expected to [ncrease unless tbe underlying oosts at aft levels of gO\liemment in 
Michigan are decreased. 

Andy Dill[on. DemocraUc sp,eaker of the House, put. forth a proposal 3 month:s ago to 
piace aU public state emptoyees (lnctuding school employees) i nm one huge pool, 
which would reap savings of an amount he estimated at around $900,0001000. 

';-For too liang, II he stated, ·'Michi!gan has wasted precious tax doUars on ,an inefficient 
patchwork of thousands of separate, widety varying, health care plans for its pubfic 
sector employees and mtrrees ... '; 

Requiring pubHc employees to pay more for thei;r hearth cam in a new benefit structure 
that would take effect Jan. 11 would mitigate unpopuiar cuts to local schools, health 
care providers and mun lci:p,al govemments. It 818'0 would provide tile structural reform 
that must acoompany any tax reform. 



If we continue the present model and structure, we continue to "med the beast" and 
we funnef money ?May from direct educational service to M tcn igan's milltons of 
srudents. Last September, even State Superintendent .of Instruction Mik.e Flanagan 
stated, .. My daughter's benefits are more likely to be preserved under a statewide 
system than when local school boards are freaking out over costs." 

T.o my great dismay, Gov. Granholm almost immediately rejected Dillon's proposal. 
She stated that the idea was a bad one that wouldn't save the state any money in the 
foreseeabbe future. Granholm said the proposal WOUldn't help resolve the state's 
current financial problel'l"lS in 2010 or 2011, and might even detract from n1egotiatfons 
to erase a ~ooming $1.7 -billion defICit next fiscal year because lawmakers might thing 
they don't need to cut state progral'l"lS or find new revem.lie to p·tug the budget hol'e. 

Granholm said she doubted a larger pool of employees would save the state money, 
noting that the state already pools 55,000 employees in larg,e health insurance pools. 
She also said that the timing is bad, that the state should not oonsider any reform 
proposals until we see what comes out of the curre nt debate over healthcar,e reform at 
the nationa~ level in Congress. 

So, alas, wham did that ail leave my husband and me? We decided that we could NO 
LONGER act in support of any measure that permitted our terrible, unsustainable 
public ed lIcation model to continue. I n other words, we would N or continue to dlrect 
our financial support to plug the leaky holes of a system that should not be continued. 

We know that the schoo+s in Washtenaw County, and in M~chigan,are hurting. There 
have aJready been hugie cuts made over the last 5 years or more. (Yet! must say that I 
just spoke with members of the community, including !\va former AA school board 
members, who have been investigating expenditures of the Ann .Arbor Schoo! Board 
and di:srovemd that from 2003-2008, expenditures rose from $157 million to. $16B 

miIHon--$31 million in additional expenses, NOT Including funds gained and used from 
the Sinking Fund and other sources of revenue. That is over a 20% Increase in 
expenses, while infl.ation has ramai ned relatively flat, and wh He programs and di ract 
:services to students have been oontfnuously reduced orellmJnated.) 

We must aU vote as we wish according to what we value. Having spoken to a number 
of people recently, my husband and I decided to share our thoughts and concerns with 
others. There comes a time when the charade of public education in Michigan must be 
called out. Our students, our communities, and indeed our entire state is at great risk. 

7 



In the end, the real task is to insist that our state legislators have tne COlU"8Q!9 to stand 

up and demand that a more moral, more equitab~e, more efflcient, mom affordable and 
more sustainabfe system of public education is designed and implemented in our 
beleaguered state. So far, I think wflve been unfortunate witnesses to a sad taJis of 
lack. of clarity and courage. 

Beverley Geitner 
Ann.A.rOOf 

1& Share thi'S PO"'-lt ... Tags: educ:atloo; Lett.ers to too editor, millag'BJ, optnian, schools, taxe:s 
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as astl,lma,llnd h.~alth-care 
workers w,l1op!ovidedirect 
patient.car~,.. ' 

Seyeralclinics have. also 
beeh,scheduledatschools for 
Pff~t.~~!ijt!PeiPB~i-S''lW~ ',' ." 
thQ~~:Ysffiae~fs''k~ohmre''medi-

, "£10113 that;put them I 
'~fu}{:gfR~c~mpllc~- :l 

• 

• 
• 

• 

lttCls¢9Ul14Q~~)1de~,. 
» YpsilantlPubJic: Schools: 

i'\l9V" 2 at Ypsilanti High,Schopl , 
{tom 10 a.iD. to 8 p.Jil. 
',» Dexter Comm.un1ty 
S~OoIs: Nov. 3 at Creekside'· 
:futermediate School from 10 

a.m. to 8 p.m. 
»Ann Arbor Public 

SChools: Nov. 5 at Huron High 
School from 2 p.m. to 8 p.m.' 

. » Milan Area SchoolS: 
Nov. 6 at Milan High School 
£tom 11.3..m. to 7 p.m .. 

"Giyen our limited supply, 
we have to concentrat~ on 
V.accinating thos~. c;hilgre:q: and 
il;l.ults· most at risk of com-
pli¢~t!9~":.ruc; eC;e, 
heaItli officerfi fenaw 
County Public Health said inli . 

'''''news release. , ' . ' , " ,;: 
It will not b~ d~ar WheIl tlle 

vaccine will become available 
to other children,adplescl[!nts 
and the general public. Apput 
70 percent of those affected ' 
by the flu are between 5aIl:~' 
24 years old, andrespjratotY, 
illnesses of some sort wt:re:. ,.;, 
reported in every district ill the 
county, Bauman said. • 

School and cgun,ty offici:!J,s 
are keeping a dose eye on flu 




