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MEMORANDUM

To: Board of Education Trustees

From: Todd Roberts §t&~

Date: November 13, 2009

Subject: Information Update

We have an Executive Session scheduled for 5:30pm on Wednesday prior to the regular
Board meeting. The purpose of the executive session is for two reasons; Superintendent
Evaluation and Negotiations. Ideally we will cover the Negotiations part of the session
first. Iwill be sending the update on my goals to you on Monday so that you will have
it prior to Wednesday.

If you have any questions let me know.

2008-09 Financial Audit Report

Included in your packet is a copy of the FY 2009 audit report from Plante Moran. This
report was briefed by the Performance Committee earlier this week. The folks from
Plante Moran will be at Wednesday’s meeting to present the report.

Curriculum Recommendation for Reproductive Health

The Sexual Health Education Advisory Committee (SHEAC) will be presenting a
recommendation for two textbooks supplements related to our Reproductive Health
Curriculum. The two additions are “Healthy Relationships and Sexuality” and
HIV/AIDS. These materials were briefed by the Planning Committee earlier this week.

Also included in the briefing on the Michigan Model for Health. This program is
currently being used by over 90% of Michigan Public Schools along with many private
schools. The materials also include the Healthy and Responsible relationships

curriculum.

Members from SHEAC will be at the meeting to present the information.

Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) Funding

On the agenda for Wednesday’s meeting for special briefing is the acceptance of the
GSRP funding for this school year. AAPS will receive $204,000 for 2009-10 to help fund
our preschool program for eligible students. Michelle Pogliano, assistant principal at the
Preschool will be at the meeting to present the information.




Pioneer Renovations Bids

Included on Wednesday's agenda is a first briefing for part of the renovations occurring
at Pioneer to the space where Rec and Ed will be housed. This item was briefed by the
Planning Committee earlier this week.

State Budget Update

There is not much new to report from the state. At this point we are still waiting to see
what action the Senate will take regarding the House’s plan regarding this year’s
funding for education. As you recall, AAPS was looking at a $525 ]]El)er pupil loss in
funding {(approximately 8.7 million dollars) this year. The House then put forward a
plan to restore $117 per pupil and half of the 20j funds (which is about $116 per pupil for
AAPS) that were cut. If the Senate were to approve the House plan we would lose
approximately $292 per pupil (approximately $4.8 million) this year. The governor has
said that she will sign the House plan if approved by the Senate. The Senate, however,
seems at this point unlikely to support the House plan. I expect that we will have a
better idea of what our funding will be by next Friday when the full proration order is
supposed to go into effect.

We have a study session scheduled for December 3" regarding the budget and budget
planning. We will discuss plans to address this year’s budget shortfall along with the
planning process for developing the 2010-2011 budget and longer range planning based
on what will likely be continued funding stresses.

If you have any questions let me know.
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CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE AWARD
11/18/2009 Board Meeting

Jan Mackenzie Counselor Slauson

INNOVATIONl | CUSTOMER SERVICE:

Nominated by: Toni Burton, Janae Townsend , co-workers

Nomination.

Announced by: Deb Mexicotte

As employees we all experience challenges and loss in our personal and professional lives. For
Jan Mackenzie offering the suppert and love that her students and colleagues need always comes
first. For this reason Jan Mackenzie is being nominated for recognition of the outstanding
customer service she offers to her school community.

Her work touches both students and adults in her building. It is not unusual to find Jan's
appointment clipboard filled with the names of both students and staff in need of her sympathetic
ear. She is never too busy to listen, smile, or cry with anyone who comes to her door.

Jan's wisdom comes through, as she knows exactly when to insert a reflective question, witty
observation, or supportive comment. Jan has witnessed many tough situations in her years with
the district and has demonstrated her care in a time of crisis.

This past summer a Slauson family was faced with the unthinkable as they cared for their
terminally ill daughter. In the early stages of Emma's battle with leukemia there were times
when she could not make it to school. Jan organized a lunch group to allow Emma's friends to
share lunch with her via Skype. Jan also facilitated other gatherings outside of school with
Emma’s friends. For the eighth grade trip, Jan made sure Emma was a part of the annual trek to
Chicago, using Skype as the medium for communication.

Jan made sure to keep all of Emma's extended school family up to date on her condition as she
battled leukemia. Jan served as a strong support for Emma’s parents throughout this difficult
time. She was by their side as the family said goodbye. With grace and poise beyond her years Jan
presided over an overflowing room as many gathered to remember a sweet, smart, student,

daughter, and friend.

Even now she continues to extend her support as they cope with their loss. Eighth grade is the
busiest time for a counseior as they prepare for one group to leave and another group to enter.
Jan maintained her yearly duties while caring for this Stauson family with her ever-present wit

and humor.

Emma's passing was a profound loss for the Slauson and Rubenstein family. Despite the toll that
caring for a loved one battling cancer can take on the mind, bedy, and spirit of the caregivers Jan
continues 1o demonstrate an extraordinary level of enthusiasm and care to the sixth grade class.
For this and s0 many more reasons Jan Mackenzie, counselor extraordinaire, epitomizes the

word love.
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS

BOARD OF EDUCATION — Regular Meeting of October 28, 2009 ﬂ| § DRAFT
DISTRICT LIBRARY MINUTES
CALL TO ORDER

7:03 pm

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Led by Vice President Patalan

ROLL CALL
Present — Trustees Hollier, Mexicotte (President), Nelson (Secretary), Patalan (Vice President)

Absent — Trustees Baskett, Friedman (Treasurer}, Gates-Bryant
Administration Attending: Simpson, Trent, Allen, Osinski (Recorder})
Others Attending — Dave Szczygiel, Stephen Schaffer

INTRODUCTION OF NON-VOTING MEMBER AT THE TABLE
President Mexicotte introduced Dr. Todd Roberts, Superintendent of Schools.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Approved by consent.

PUBLIC COMMENTARY
+ Kathy Robenault requested the consideration to use sinking fund doliars to update athietic

facilities.
« Mark Quigley requested an investigation of Great Lakes Environmental vehicle maintenance

practices and also spoke against the WISD millage.
+ Ted Annis spoke against the millage.
« Niki Warner spoke against the millage.
« Kathy Griswold spoke against the millage and requested the district work toward a

sustainable model for education.

REPORTS
Youth Senate — reported on the WISD millage and the possible impact on high school students.

Black Parent Student Support Group - reported on 10/27 meeting discussion of new
graduation requirements and its impact on first year students; African American student
achievement with a goa!l to address success for all students. Meetings are scheduled 47
Tuesday of each month.

Ann Arbor Parent Advisory Committee — reported on Disability Awareness Workshops
scheduled at various elementary schools. Workshops are being planned for parents and
families, staff and Board Trustees. Encouraged voting in support of the WISD millage on
November 3.

Parent Teacher Organization Council — reported on successful faunch party where donations

were collected for Food Gatherers. Discussed PTO challenges, celebrating diversity and
volunteer participation. Next meeting is 11/16 @ 7pm — Balas Main Conference Room. Al are

welcome.

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS
Planning — November 3" meeting to be rescheduled due to election.
Performance — Next meeting is November 9 at 6:00 pm. All are welcome to attend.
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of October 28, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES

INFORMATION
David Szczygiel and Stephen Schaffer presented an informative Powerpoint of the Science and

Environmental Education programs. Students in all grade levels receive a wide variety of
experiences through both of these programs and they have been adapted to enhance the
district's curriculum for many years. Also, Randy Trent presented an update of the district's
environmental practices. Mr. Trent noted that we have saved about $5million just in the last 5

years.

FIRST BRIEFING
None

SECOND BRIEFING - scheduled for approval at this meeting

09-033 Integrated Pest Management Services — no further discussion.

08-034 Environmental Consuiting Services ~ no further discussion.

09-035 Asbestos and Lead Based Paint Abatement Services — no further discussion.
08-036 Pediatric Therapy Associates — no further discussion.

ACTION — CONSENT AGENDA - scheduled for approval at this meeting

09-033 Integrated Pest Management Services

Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier moved to approve Griffin Pest Solution,
inc. to perform various integrated pest management services on an as-needed basis for the Ann
Arbor Public Schools from December 1, 2009 through September 30, 2011. On roll call vote,
the motion carried 4-0; Trustees Baskett, Friedman and Gates-Bryant absent.

09-034 Environmental Consuiting Services
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier, moved to approve EKS Environmental

Consultants and TEC t perform various environmental environmental consulting services on an

as-needed basis for the Ann Arbor Public Schools from December 1, 2009 through September
30, 2011._On roli call vote, the motion carried 4-0; Trustees Baskett, Friedman and Gates-

Bryant absent.
09-035 Asbestos and Lead Based Paint Abatement Services

Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier, moved to approve Great Lakes
Environmental, Inc. to perform various abatement services on an as-needed basis for the Ann
Arbor Public Schools from December 1. 2009 through September 30, 2011. On roll call vote, the

motion carried 4-0; Trustees Baskett, Friedman and Gates-Bryant absent.

09-036 Pediatric Therapy Associates

Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier, moved to approve contracts to Pediatric
Therapy Associates for the 2008-10 school year in the amount of $621,600. On roll call vote,
the motion carried 4-0; Trustees Baskett, Friedman and Gates-Bryant absent.

Approved minutes of the 10/14/09 Regular Meeting
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier, moved to the minutes of the 10/14/09

Reqular Meeting. On roll cali vote, the motion carried 4-0: Trustees Bagkett, Friedman and
Gates-Bryant absent,
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of October 28, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES

Gift Offers
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Hollier, moved to accept the qift offers as

presented. On roll call vote, the motion carried 4-0; Trustees Baskett, Friedman and Gates-
Bryant absent.

ACTION — BOARD ITEMS
Motion to hold an Executive Session on November 18, 2009 for the purpose of an informal

evaluation of the Superintendent.
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Nelson moved to hold an Executive Session of

the board on November 18, 2009 at 5:30 pm at the District Library for the purpgse of
superintendent evaluation. On roll call vote, the motion carried 4-0; Trustees Baskett, Friedman

and Gates-Bryant absent.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Dr. Roberts gave his report.

ITEMS FOR AGENDA PLANNING
Patalan reminded the community that the superintendent is evaluated 3 times each year. He
will provide board with material for review prior to the November 18" meeting.

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD

Trustee Hoilier reminded the community that the election to approve a millage to support
county-side districts is this Tuesday. He works for a state representative and fields calls from
citizens angry about loss of funding to their school districts. Most districts do not have any
opportunity to do what we're able to do with a millage. He noted that no Board would be a
responsible steward of money and allow their "ship” to sink.

Trustee Nelson noted that in order for our students to be prepared, they need the best
education possible. We won't be able to do that if the millage fails. Good schools are good for
the community. if these cuts are retained, our per pupil funding will be lower than 2002-03
levels. The Millage is essential. He urges everyone to vote yes on the millage proposal.
Thanked the scores of people who are werking so hard on this millage.

Trustee Patalan recently talked to someone wanting to move to Ann Arbor, knowing something
was special about it. Doing the right thing always costs a little more. Encourages us to vote
yes. Get correct information and make an informed vote on Nov. 3

Trustee Mexicotte noted that the district has made cuts since she's been on the board. We
have reorganized and consolidated and cut and shifted monies to bring efficiencies, even
though we have been required to do more. We have continued wark on equity issues, have
recovered tax money that was due to us. We have cut $6 million every single year. She
disputed the information about the district that was presented during public commentary. The
decision to go out for a county-wide millage was a decision by the 9 districts in the county. They
came together to find a way to maintain our excellence. |f the community thinks that the current
Board are being poor stewards of the money, then bring forward candidates to replace them.
Students should not be punished.

ADJOURNMENT
8:39 pm
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Cunii_n ues from ALS

tainable educational reform
and describes how special
Interests and the Michigan

.Education Association have

spun ih.l.S CATORAIZD MEessage

" into one of deception, urgency

and emotional fear

Although per pupil ﬁJnd]ng
from the state has not kept up
with inflation, voters o the |
Ann Atbor district have gener- .
ously supported additional

Tocal taxes, including the $250 -
million Bond and the Sinking -

Fund. These contribute an
additional 31,500 per pupil per
year to the district,

" On the spending side, por
AAPS bperating expenses

. have risen at over twiie the

rate of inflation since 2002}
wher inciuding buses; tech-
nalogy, and building renova-. .

operating budget increased by
37 million. Such ncréases in

thesé edamotnic times are' not.

* sustaimithle] We are [ortunate .

in Washtenaw County to have
50 maty clected leaders who -

. - value public education and -
- ronsider it one of their top pri- .

ariies; Thus, rega:dlcss of the

. cconomic future of Michigan,

our elected Jeaders will ensure

0/@%5 sxd

that public education receives
a fair amouil. In these times |
of hardship, AAPS needs to
initiate & collaborative process
with other local leaders and
concerned cliizens 1o optimize

" limited financial resources

and advacate for structural
changes in Lansing,
Fwven if voters in thc ‘Ann

_Arbor district can swing this
. millage, is that the fair thing w0 )
‘do? 'I'he QUL-CONDLY arcas are

harder hit by this recession
and by the loss of mamfactur-

ing johs. Last vear, our county -
-suffered 1,400 home foreclo-

sures and we have over goo
si2 far this vear, Passing this
willage would cause further
hardship on those already -

struggling to keep their homes

and provide for their families,

Please use facts, not fear, s
) and vote o uh Nuv'3 T
tiong, From 2002 to 2008 our .~ -8

Ka[hy Grmw;id i aﬁ)rmer

" Ann Arbor sthiol board trustee
“and amember of Citizens for
- Responsible School Spending, .-
. She was o co-founder of Coali- .
_ tion for Educariona! Options ©
" and Citizens for Retter Schosls.

5he has served on many boards

-and commitress that provide
. services for'ond advocate on-
behu{f of at-risk studcntm ;

| Yes vote'on schools al

ary cha]lcngcs Lhat all Michigan-

; Contmuesfmm Alﬁ :

are '\Lthc mcrcy ofthe state’ 's.

cconomy, the priorities of its

legislators, and laws that dictate ‘
suchthingé' as refirement costs, -

- Publc schools have few’ - -

) -optigns avalable to them for -
mcrea.sm,g revenue. But voters .

in the-Washtenaw County area
have the opportunity to help,
By passing Proposal I, the Re-
glonal Enhancement Millage,
the 2 mills eollected dver each
of the next five vears would
be divided oqually améng the

© mumbér of studests in the area.
Each.of thelo public school-....

disrricts would use the mdnc:,'
to help fill budgctary Baps in
its general fimd.

* While this money W'.Ill nat
solve the tremendous budget—-

) 'pubhc schools are facing; it will',

. Lielp. It will help preserve the

' programs that make sach dis-

trict special. It will elp ward -
off receiversiip; and allow dis—

“tricts to retath local contral. 3t
‘will help show businésses thar
_education is important to us

hete — and that is something
that both keeps businesses

. sround and atbacts new oucs.

Wast of 21], it will help
provide the best Lduc‘tnon

. -possible for all our kids. :
Floass vole _‘.L’Eb to Propusal N

Lon Now 3.

. Ay Doyle- :sur.esm‘mr i .

stlanit aned has twe children in the

.+ Ypsifant Public Schools. Sheisa - |
former Ypsflanti Board of Educa- |-
. tion trustee, and is o longtims

advocate gf public educatiun.

‘No vote on schools tax |
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Waishtenaw County super-
intendents expressed anger
last week at o1tz made by
Sov Tennifer Granbuolm tiae
have Lhe potential to cripple
helr flnances,

Chne 1% & iine item called 20§
Lhat was eliminated early last

weel; il provided extra meney
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stale, ncluding Ann Arbor.
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Granholes wol $12y

per stedent

mway Lom dis Thursday

— on lop ol a $:65 per pupil col
oT Lhis il

als say the

At Annfirborcom

» See a compilation
of data by those
supporting millage and
those
oppasing it.

» See the pay-raise
history for school-
employee unions by
district.

-» Read statements
from business leaders,
politicians and parents

© onthe millage,

warning aed often in the
mid:dle uf the school vear
making it nearly imprssible
for district 1o cover the losses.
Take Chelsea, & distoict
scheduled to end the year near-
[y $1.2 milliar in the red. The
s242 in combined culs wili add

anutlier sHo0.a00 n budget
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sAINE time.

Already got enough
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duesn't think the schools need
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Arbor, where her children
attend.

She thinks teachers, who
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mote than §
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ing the masey it his o the
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s than half of a
dislriet’s rmoney — bt Miller
called il a rmisleading figure,
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Yes vote needed to ensure a quality education

I want the best education
possible for my kids, for vour
kids, for evervone’s kids.

To me, that education
includes being tanght by
a combination of highly-
educated veteran and newer
teachers, all of whom are
well-trained in the latest
educational methods.

It includes attending
seiwol in a setting that hosts
a diverse population, wheth-
ar the diversity is based on
racial, sociceconomic, or
spocial needs factors.

it includes providing en-
richment opportunities that
ingpire students and engage
the community, such-as mu-
sic, art, drama and sports.

It includes offering ex-
tracurricular activities that

prepare students to become .

hetter citizens, whether in

VoteYes
Amy Doyie

student government, journal-
ism or service groups.

It includes providing aca-
demic challenges appropri-
ate to each student’s ability,
such as advanced placement
classes in high school or
multi-age classrooms in

-&lementary school.

Are these elements es-

'sential to the public schools?

That point will always be
debated. The fact is, these
elements have become prac-
tically synonymous with the
public school experience.
Yet, bit by bit, many of

these components are being
watered-down, eliminated
or priced out of the reach of
many students.

What will remain? One-
size-fits-all, bare-bones

~ education, which is likely to

centribute to even more chil-
dren being “left behind

1s public school supposed
to be like this?

1 want our children learn-
ing in a positive environment,

experiencing the joy of learn- -

ing about the world around

them, challenging themselves
and being challenged. '

The State of Michigan has
locked schools into increased
acadermic requirements
without providing adeguate
funding for its implementa-
tion. Public school budgets

See VES, Page Al7

‘We take our children to
the Farmers Market and
teach them the value of eat-
ing local produce. Yet some
people in the Ann Arbor
school district are advocating
for a 2-mill WISD Education-
al Enhancement Miliage that
will force many farmers to
abandon their local farms.

These farmers are already
paying 18 mills in non-home-
stead property taxes, 6 mills in
state school tax, WISD tazes
and other local school taxes.

In addition to unfairly
burdening our local farm-
ers, we will be adding to
the financial woes of other
school communities not en-

" dawed with the more stable

employment afforded by the
university and three large
medical complexes.

1 have spoken to many

iloteNo

Kathy Griswold

people who have always sup-
ported public education yet
are still undecided about this

millage. Others are confused -

but afraid of the potential
harm if they vote no.

I was surprised that some
very intelligent, politically
sayvy people are supporting
this millage. However, upon
reflection it is understand-

- able, given the lack of trans-

parency in school financial
reporting and the limited,

misleading information being’

advanced by special interests
and school officials.

's on school enhancement tax

Approval would hurt Mlchlgan farmers, familie

The Citizens for Respe
ble School Spending Wek
at www.A2CRSS.org lists
amount each of the count
10 public school districts
would receive and specul
on why the charter schoo
the lowest funded school:
the county, would not rec
any funds. It describes ho
the teacher salary freeze
in Ann Arbor only applie:
to the contractual amoun
many AATA members wi
get a step increase of abo
percent this year. It descr
how the threatened cuts ¢
$15 million are from grow.
expenses, including incre
in pension and health can
costs, and step increases.
Most importantly, it recot
mends a process for sus-

See M@, Page
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Students take to streets to learn history

B JANET MILLER
For Arnfrborcom

Skyline High School stu-
dents saw histery come off the
paue and ino the streets this
past weel with the laench of
a project that intreduces them
to Ann Arbor's past,

‘The studernes, puinbering
about zoo and divided into
smal] groups, participared
in one of 10 different walk-
ing towrs Thursday morning
that stopped at the three-
dimensional transparent
glass frames and wall panels
inslalled on buildings around
the city,

TFhe studeats learned about
Ann Arbor founders Elisha
Rumsey and John Allen. who
each used ill-golten pains o
by land Ly establish the iy

Aad about Mary Fustur,
whe 111876 becune the cily's
first fenale lawyer and only
the rgth in the natlow. And
abont the Luick hrothers, whao
dunated Jand next to what is
now Kerryvtown and is used as
a farmar's market.

While the Downtows
Ann Arbar Histerical Streat

decided it was time to make
sure they are seen.

“We didn't wand o just put
histery on the street,” said Ray
Dettet, one of the orpanizers.
“We wanted to activate the ex-
hibit, to get people involved.
One of the best ways to do
that was to integrate It into
the schouk systemn.”

Skyline was a natural place
by slart, he said, hecause it
was new and open to making
the tour part of its curriculurn.

Skyline teachers develuped
teaching plans arvund the
Lour, Better said, that spanned
all of this week,

s A new school, we're try-
ing to esealdish relationships
wirth businesses and orpanica-
tions,” said Sean McBrady,
Skyvtine history teacher, "And
this fits in well because we are
teaching ahoat technelogical,
political, education and social
changes.”

The tours gave a local ok
at severd brind theres:

» Imumipration: While
transplanted Now Yorkers and
Mew Englanders first seltled
here, anmigrants follaed.
Germans woere st Gollowed

355 frames during a tour of histarical markers it

of town, providing lember,
marble, farin implements and
IIMME,

» lndustrializarion: Power
canwe from the Argo dam. Bur
A frbor has never been an
industrial powerhonse. That
was lefr to Ypsilanti.

Susan Nenadic, volunteer
tour guide and retired Saline
School District teacher, led a
group of stedents aroend the
old Fourth Ward, covering s -
geographic area that spanned
the area from the Washit-
enaw County Courthouse to
Zingerman's Delicatessen.

Her students learned:

» The building that now
houses the Ann Arbor Ob-
server is the second-oldest
commercial building in the
city and has hosted businessas
ramging from farm bnplement
seller 1o underwear malker,

» The Fourth Averue
Rirkenstock store s in a build-
ing that was home to the city's
first Trnbar Community
Center, a string of conunuoity
centers sround the nation thae
offered ludping and services
ter the African-Amwerican com-
munily and were naunad afier

is putched.

» Ann Arbar wanted to be
namad the stare's capital. As
a conselation prize, it
University of Michipan.

‘The Bowntown Ann Arbor
Historical Street lxhibit Pro-
gram has overszen instaflalivi
of 20 transparent ghass frumes
and almost 5o wall plagques
that detail, through wosds and
plotures, Ann Arbor's histary,

While the cily owes the ex-
liibits, privale money has paid
for mosl of the project, Defter
suid, He hopes the project will
eventually expand o afl of the
city's high schools. The street
exhibit program has won
bty awirds,

Chive tnore frame will be
installed ar the Universily of
Michigan sStudent Union to
mark where President Juhn
Kennedy aanounced plans
for the Veace Corps. Al
1y more wall images are also
plinned, Datter suid,

Skyline sophumore Chris-
Lian Lewds said e lesmed
tiizrgs he dido's lenow about
the city, including the fact that
the Ferrytown neighborhond
escaped e wrecking bafl in
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Life
Sharman Spieser helping improve lives

Meanday, October 26, 2009

By Sara Waisanen, Special Writer

Every day in Ann Arbor people from at least 10 different countries learn how to speak English as a second fanguage. In
classrooms at Stone Alternative High School and in classrooms at the Malletts Creek branch of the AnnArbor Public
Library, students learn how to do fractions and study five subjects in preparation for the Genera! Educational
Deveiopment diplomas. Inmates at Washtenaw County Jail also have the opportunity to earn their GED.

Sharman Spigser, director of adult education for Ann Arbor Pubic Schools and district liaison with Washtenaw
intermediate School District Education Project for Homeless Youth, works to make these programs avaiiable.

As the director, Spieser works on writing grants to keep the adult education programs funded. She designs, implements
and maintains these programs so students can receive their GED and learn English as a second language.

As a liaison for the homeless, Spieser spends her days assessing needs, being an advocate and providing services for
those who face challenges while they iry to get their education. Spieser works to provide school supplies, clothing,
transportation and school related expenses for students and families who need it.

"Everybody's child's education is the most important thing to them,” Spieser said. "They want their child to be cared for"

Spieser works o ensure students are taken care of and to get the education they need. She insists that she doesn’t
work any harder than any other administrator who takes their job sericusly.

"] like to work and serve for people who've been abandoned by our society. That's what I'm passionate about," she said.
An imporiant aspect of Spieser's life is being an anti-racist educator.

She created the Ann Arber Public Schools Adult Education Collaborating Council Iast year. The council meets once a
month to discuss how to be more effective serving black young adults.

"It's a whole aspect of my life," she said.

Spieser graduated from Michigan State University in 1974 with a degree in communications with a teaching certificate.

After graduating, she worked for Upward Bound, a program that serves high school students from low-income families
and high school students in which neither parent has a bachelor's degree, according to Upward Bound's Web site.

"It was a totally exciting way for mea to start my career.” she said.

T112/09 2:09 PM
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Around that time, Spicser was facing some challenges in her family life. Both of her parents had handicaps - her father
suffered from alcoholism and her mother had mental illness. Her dad died and 3pieser got custody of her two brothers,

John and David, who were 10 and 11 years younger than her.
" had a Murphy bed and all of a sudden | had two younger boys," she said.
During that time, Spieser's boss at Upward Bound encouraged her.

"“We recreated our family,” she said.

Spieser left Upward Bound and started working at the University of Michigan in affirmative action. She handied
somplaints and worked with women's groups. Spieser did that for five years, She said that job was difficult for her

hecause she dealt with sexual harassment.
"People feel that you're listening and you're taking them seriously," she said. "That's giving them something."

Spieser worked at Tappan Middie School as a community education coardinator for six years. She became the adult
education coordinator for Romulus school system, running the GED program for 11 years.

"Every job I've had, I've loved." she said.

in 2007 Spieser became the principal at Stone Alternative High School. During the time she was interviewing for the
position she was going through a personal transition. She was in the process of leaving her marriage of 23 years.

"It was a really wild year," she said. "l think I'm a very brave person. | follow my heart.”

Spieser has a 22-year-old son named Nate, who is a graduate student studying orchestral perfarmance at Camegie
Medlon in Pittsburg.

Spieser was the principal at Stone for one year, She said the job wasn't what she thought it would be. Since then, she's
been the director of adult education for Ann Arbor Public Schools and recently has been the liaison for hameless youth.

"You just do the best you can,” Spieser said about the work she does. "You can never do encugh.”

URL: http:fiwwnw. heritage.com/articles/2009/10/26/life/doc4ac33899b367a764008436. prt
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Mhole oy Sara Waisanen

Sharman Spieset, director of adult education for Ann Arbor
Public Schools and district liaison with Washtenaw Intermediate
School District Education Project for Homeless Youth, makes it
possibie for adulls to get their GED and learn English as a se¢-
ond language.
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BY KATHY BARKS HOFFMAN

The Looooiny

LANSING — Fifteen years
ago, Michigan changed the way
it pays for public education,
switching from local property
taxes to 2 mix of sales and
property taxes, lottery revenue
and other money.

Now, with cuts of nearly
$300 per student looming and
some districts looking at losing
as much as $6c0 per student,
think tanks, business groups
and education advocates are
calling for looking apain at the
way Michigan pays for public
schools.

“The reduction in school
revenues is really a product
of the economy tanking,” says
former state Rep. Lynn Jondahl,
who was the Democratic
House Taxation Committee
chairman when Proposal A
passed. He's now working with
the group, A Better Michigan
Future, to get the state’s financ-
es on a more stable footing.

“We're in deep trouble 2
year from now without the
stimulus money,” he says.

Schools are scrambling to
absorb cuts being imposed on
them this month. Total cuts in
the public education budget
total $292 per student.,

That’s not even counting the
$52 million Democratic Gov.
Jennifer Granholm vetoed for
wealthier school districts that
get as much as $4,000 more per
pupil than schoois getting the
lowest per-pupil grants. _

Those school districts are
looking at decreases of as
much as 600 per student.

Lawmakers could erase
some of the cuts school
districts face. They have until
Nov. 21 to come up with more
revenue that would erase the
s127-per-student cut Granholm
imposed last week because she
says the school aid budget isn't
balanced — a statement Senate
Republicans dispute.

Lawmakers also could over-
ride Granholm’s veto of the
$52 miltion for the wealthier
districts by then, although
that's a tougher task since it
takes 5 two-thirds vote in hoth

State looks at new w
 to fund public education

What to expect

Cuts school districts
have been told to expect
in their Nov. 20 state
payments:

» Cuts equivalent to $165
per student, included in
the school aid budget
that began Qct. 1. These
cuts will stand.

» Cuts of $127 per
student from a cut
imposed by Gov. Jennifer
Granholm because she
says school aid revenues

the House and Senate,

The cuts would have been
even worse If the state didn't
have $450 million in federal
stimulus money to draw on for
schools, The federal dollars
saved schools from another
$280-per-student decrease ihis
school year,

‘The size of the hole will be
worse next year, when the state
will have far less federal stimu-
ks money to fill it. That has a
variety of interests looking at
ways to change how schools
are funded,

More than a third of the
almost #13 billicn school aid
budget now comes from the
state’s 6 percent sales tax.
Roughly another third comes
from a state education tax as-
sessed on property and income
tax revenue. Business taxes
account for 6 percent, bring- -
ing in slightly more than the
lottery revenue — $677 million
last schoo! year — that goes to
the school ald budget.

“A smattering of minor taxes
- from the real estate trans-
fer tax to tobacco, lHiquor and
casino wagering taxcs — make

up the rest of the money raised .
‘by the state to support schools.

Last school year $600 million
in federal stimulus funds and #
billion in other federal spend-
ing rounded out the school aid
budget.

Jondahl, whao thought in
1994 that income tax revenue
would be a more stable source
of money for schools than
sales tax, now says the decision

are dropping below
expectations and won't
be encugh to cover
spending. Lawmakers
could act by Nov. 21to
increase revenue and
erase the cut, although
Republicans say no
increase is needed.

» Cuts of varying
amounts — some as .
much as $300 — for 39 i
wealthier districts that
get more per-pupil aid
than most districts.

really didn't matter. School
revenues have dropped during
Michigan’s lengthy economic
downturs, 50 any tax structure
wotuld have ultimately cracked.
50 what's the solution? It
depends on whom you ask.
The Legislative Commis-
sion on Government Efficiency
recently suggested giving the
state superintendent the power
to consolidate scheo] districts
or intermediate school districts
if at least 5 percent savings can
be shown.
A variety of think tanks
have suggested making school
employees pay more for heaith
care, or lowering health-care
benefits, possibly by including
them in a pool covering all uni-
versity, public educition and -
state and government workers,
as Democratic House Speaker
Andy Dillon has suggested.
There’s also been talk of
giving new teachers less pay,
or switching them to a defined
contribution system that
includes 401(¥)s rather than a
moenthly pension in retirement.
There’s also the revenue
side to be addressed, as the
state’s structural deficit means
the funding will continue to
shrink I no action is taken.
One suggestion is to place a
sales tax on at least some ser-
vices, possibly after lowering
the overall sales tax rate from 6
percent to § percent. The state
also could move from a fixed
income tax to a graduated one,
although that would have tobe .
approved by voters. !
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Life
Logan Elementary School students hold coin drive to
benefit Food Gatherers

Wednesday, Novermnber 4, 2008
By Lisa Allmendinger, Heritage Newspapers

Let the face-off begin as Logan's lower elementary and upper elementary school students begin a two-week coin drive

for Food Gatherers.

"Logan has a tradition of contributing to United Way," says Hyeuo Park, a fifth-grade teacher at Logan Elementary

School.

He said Food Gathers is a good source to invest in, especially with winter coming and hunger becoming more pravalent.

Simultaneously, Logan is working to become a "green” school and the coin canisters are decorated recycled hand-wipe
containers. Once they have been reused, they will be recycled again.

Park and second-grade teacher Kristi Krile got together and decided to issue a challenge to students, dividing them into

upper elementary and lower elementary groups.

If a iower elementary class -- students and staff in kindergarien through second grades -- collects more money, then

Park will have to serve the class during a pizza party.

If students in the upper elementary grades, those in third through fifth grades raise more money, then Krile will have to

serve that class during a pizza party.
"It all goes fo a good cause, Food Gatherers," says Logan Principal Terra Webster.

| ogan students were called to a schoolwide assembly Oct. 28 1o kick off the two-week avent, which started Nov. 2 and

concludes Nov. 13.

Fifth-graders Cassiz Ritter, who depicted the Unfied Way, and Alec Durbin, who played hunger, "ducked it out," as Park
explained that 50,000 in Washtenaw County go hungry every year.

"Let's put our cains together and give hunger a knock-out blow,” Parks told the children.

Second-graders Griffin Parton and Hanna Paszkiewicz wasted no time putting together some strategies for their class.

"We can give coins from our allowance," Hanna said.

lolf2 PLA12A09 2:25 PM
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"My mom finds coins in the parking ot all the time. Maybe she'll help us," Griffin said.

Back in Krile's classroom after the assembly, students suggested tooking under cushians in couches at home, bringing
rofls of pennies they had saved and looking for coins on the ground,

"But don't steal from your parents,” one student warned.

COn Nov. 6, the first tally will be taken and updates will be provided {o students throughout the two-week campaign.

Students were sent home with fliers explaining the fund drive.

"it's Upper El vs. Lower Eiin a duel of numismatic prowess for a chance at a pizza party for the {op classes,” the flier

reads.

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-295-NEWS (6397) or at lallmendinger@heritage.com.

URL: http:iwww.heritage.comfarticles/2009/11/04/life/docdaf1ceb6dB8811066640014 . prt
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School launches coin drive to aid Food Gatherer:



Fourth-grade ieacher
Lymne Gulick accepis
her coin container
during the school
assembly that kicks
off a two-week chal-
lenge to raise money
to combat hunget.




Phalos by Liga Allmerdingar
Second-grade teacher Kristi Krile and students Griffin Parton, 7, and Hanna Paszidewicz, 7, dis-

cuss straiegies to win a lower elemeniary school ve. upper elementary school class challenge to
raise the most money for Food Gatherars,
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School board hears about Skyline’s 'green’ efforts

Wednesday, November 4, 2009

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal

Skyline High School's silver certification and the Ann Arbor Public School District's focus on the environment and conservation
were two key points in a presentation to the Board of Education Oct. 28.

"Skyling is the largest silver certified high school in the county and there is no larger school with a higher cerification,” said
Randy Trent, executive director of physical properties.

The certification Trent refers to is a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, or LEED, cerification, which measures the
"green" components of building and eperational practices.

In addition, Dave Szczygiel and Steve Schaffer, two teachers in the district, told the board that every chiid in the school district
is exposed to environmental issues throughout their education.

" was really looking forward to this presentation,” said Board Vice President Irene Patalan.
"it's important for our students to be cutside and breathe and appreciate the Earth," she added.

Szezygiel and Schaffer walked the board through the district’s environmental and conservation pregram, which begins in
kindergarten when students learn how animals survive the winter.

In each grade thereafter, a new element of the environment, including time in the district's planetarium and field trips, is

introduced.

Students visit a gravel pit, take field trips to the city's water treatment plant, and |learn how to build a fire and cook a meal on it

throughout their studies.

Trent told the board that his energy budget has not increased since 1984 because his depariment continues to institute new
energy savings programs each year.

In 1684, when he began with the district, Trent said his utility budget was $5.4 million and it has remained flat as more and
more savings are reaflized through environmental innovations.

Green cleaning has been implemented that has reduced student and staff exposure to chemicals, as well.
He said that in the 2007-08 year, 440,000 pounds of paper were recycled in the schools and seven buildings in the district have

httpf fwww heritage.camfarticles/ 2009/ 1104 /ann_arbor_journal/news/docdafladGdocd2h 196696992 . pit Page 1 ol 2
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green certificates.
"There is & commitment from the elementary schools,” he said.

In addition, the district is using beet juice to break up ice.

“I'm proud we are getting our students ready to be engaged in this, in these environmental issues,” said board rember Glenn

Nelson.

His sentiments were echoed by Patalan who said, "I'm glad we are using the classroom outside of our buildings and using them

wisely."

She said that by the time these students leave the district's schools, recycling with be "second nature. The earth needs their

help and it's normal and it's what we do."
Board President Deb Mexicotte recognized Trent's efforts.
"We've saved millions of dollars and Randy (Trent) continues to find ways to save," she said.

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-995-NEWS (8397) or at lallmendinger@heritage.com.

URL: http:fiwww.heritage.com/articles/2009/11104/ann_arbor_journal/inews/docdaficdBdec82b196696092 prt
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- BY DAVID JESSE
davidiesse@annarbarcem

By late Wednesday after-
noocn, Washtenaw County
school officials had begun to
get over what they felt was

. the shock of voters handily |
turning down a 2-mill county- -
wide enhancement millage
request and were beginning

to ponder the next steps.

The short answer of what’s
coming? Everythiog the
schools do, except that which
is mandated by state law, is on
the chopping block.

And while that’s the cliché
answer expected from school
leaders in tough times,

school officials were insistent -

changes would be coming to

Analysis  Voters re:j.ect countywide enhancement millage request
Dl chiefs: Change

L ayoffs, elimination of programs, other possibilities undef consideration

Wi

&

ear

their districts by the middle
of this school year,

‘When pressed, administra-
tors in several districts said
those changes could inciude .

More election news

inside, online

» Ypsilanti Twp. police

teacher layoffs. However, . :
they had no list of cuts that millage, results from around
would be made and made no the regiort o Page A5

guarantces of layoffs orany  and at wwww.AnnArboreom

See SOME, Page A4




ontinues from Al

other cuts.

“Te're going to sit down
aind pravide a price tag to
»verything we do,” said Ann
Aibor school board President
£3eb Mexicoite, “There’s a
woney price tag, and there’s
#iso an effect price tag, '

“There are times when
Yol can et $100,000, and
‘1 doesn't feel like $100,000.
"hen there’s times when you
~nf $16.0,000, and it feels like
yo jist cut $500,000."

Layoffs, elimination of pro-
grams and lots of other pos-
sibilities are being considered,
said Chelsea Superintendent
Tiave Killips.

“Everything is on the table,”
:1e said. “However, our Intent
is not to disrupt classes this
vear, but make cuts where we
can. Next year, cuts will cer-
tainly be to a greater degree.

“We will be taking a two-
prong approach. First, we
will have to work through
reductions in expenditures for

this year. Initiaily, we thought
we would be a little over s1
million in the red for this year.
With the reductions in fund-
ing from the state, we now
find ourselves over $2 million
in the red for the 2009-2010
schoo) year, ’

“The second step will be
to prepare for next year with
more adjustments to the bud-
gef. We cahnot carry another
multimiflion-dolar deficit
into next school year, Every-
thing we do will come under
scrutiny and may be discussed
for reductions as we prepare
for future funding reductions
from the state.”

School administraters
stopped shott of identifying
specific programs they'd be
reconmending to their school
boards for cuts, Instead, they
have already begun working
on recommendations.

“Prior to the millage vote,
Ypsilanti Public Schools’ lead-
ership team has been meeting
to grapple with the district’s
budget deficit,” spokeswoman

e adminiStrators say they plan to hold community meetings

Erinma Jackson wrote in an
e-mail. “If the millage had

_been successful, it would have

relieved some of our budget-
ary stress, but it would not
have erased the deficit.

“The failure of the millage
makes a grim situation mote
severe, Qur district hasa
proud educational history, and

we will do everything possible -

to maintain a viable learning
environment while taking
action to resolve our budget
shortfalls”

Many administrators and

~ school board members from

several different districts said
they plan to hold meetings to
hear from their communities
about where cuts should be
miade.

" There are plenty of ideas
out there. In coffee shops,
diners and in online forums,
community mernbers were
already identifying areas they
felt needed to be looked at:

Those ideas included getting
rid of busing, except for special
education students as man-

dated by law; making athletes
pay the entire cost of playing
high school sports; trimming
the number of administra-
tors at high schools and even
shrinking the number of school
districts in the county.

“If they want to get back
to fiscal responsibility, they
have to look at everything
from how much they pay their
teachers to how many buses
they are running,” said Rick
English, 45, of Ann Arbor.
“They have to live within
their means.”

Ann Arbor Superintendent

Todd Roberts said that’s what
his district is doing,
“We have to make sure
our costs are in line with the
revenue we have or project we
will have in the coming years.”
Here is the problem districts
are facing: In recent weeks, the

" state has made several cuts.to

the amount of per-pupil fund-
ing it gives to each district.

In Ann Arbor, the shortfall
for this school year is $8 mil-
lion. :

Mexicotte said she doesn't
expect the district will be
able to avoid dipping into its
reserve funds to cover the
shortfalls.

She expects to spend the
next couple of months in
budget-cut discussions for
this year. They will also look
for ways to increase revenue,
she said.

Then, next year looms. Most
districts are projecting a $400-
to $Goo-per-student additional
cut. That could put Ann Arbor
short another 15 million or
more. : _

One idea not gaining much
traction among local school
officials is consolidating
districts.

The districts had hoped t«
use the countywide enhance
ment millage to cover many
those cuts they are faced wit
making. In Ann Arbor, for e»
ample, the millage would ha
given them $u million a yea
for the next five years.

But county voters decide:
on Tuesday they didn't like
that plan. Many voters cited
an economy that has forced
them to tighten their persor
budgets as the reason they
voted against the millage,

The 10 traditional schaol
districts in the county all
passed resolutions earlier tt
year asking the Washtenaw
Intermediate School Distric
to put the issue on the ballo

WISD Superintendent Bil
Miller was unavailable for
comment Wednesday; but hi
staff said he would be able ti
speak to AnnArbor.com tod:
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By Lisa Alimendinger
A2 Journal

Skyline High School’s silver
certification and the Anm Arbor
school district’s focus on the envi-
ronment and conservation were

two Key points it a presentation to

the Board of Education Oct. 28.
“Skyline is the largest silver
certified high school in the coun-
ty and there is no larger school
with a higher certification,” said
Randy Trent, executive director
of physical properties. .
The certiftcation Trent refers

-tv is a Leadership in Energy and

Environziental Deésign, or LEED,

 certification, which measures the

“green” components of building

~ and operational practices.

In addition, Dave Szezygiel and
Steve Schaffer, teachers in the
district, told the board that every
child in the school district is
exposed to environmental issues
throughout their education.

“I was really looking forward
to this presentation,” said Board
Vice President Irene Patalan,

“It's important for our stu-
dents to be nutside and breathe
and appreciate the Earth,” she
added.

Szezygiel and Schaffer walked

" the board through the district’s

environmental and conservation
program, which begins in kinder-

garten when studentslearn how—  Hissentiments were echoed by -

animals survive the winter

- Ineach grade thereafter, s new
element of the envirenment,
inelnding time In the district’s

rd hears update on ‘green’ efforts

planetanum and field trips, 18
introduced.

Students visit a gravel pit,
take field trips to the city’s water
treatment plant, and learn how to
build a fire and cook a meal on it
throughout their studies.

Trent told the board that his
energy budget has not increased
‘sinee 1984 because his depart-
ment continues to institute new
cnergy savings programs each

year o
In 1984, when he began with
the district, Trent said his utility

budget was $5.4 million and ithas [

remaingd flat as more and more
savings are realized through
environmental innovations,

“Green” cleaning has been -
implemented, reducing students’
and staff’s exposure to chemicals,
aswell.

He said that in the 200708 year,
440,000 pounds of paper were
re{:ycled in the schools, and seven
buildings in the district have
green certificates.

“There is a commitment from
the elementary schools,” he said,:
- In addition, the district is
using beet juice to break up ice,

“T'm proud we are getting our
students ready to be engaged in
this— 111 these environmental
issues,” said board member
Glenn Nelson.

Patalan who said, “T'm glad we
are using the classroom ontside
of our huﬂdmgs and using them
wisely”

She said that by the time sty-

" dents leave the district’s schools,

recyeling will be second nature,

“The Earth needs their help
and #t's normal, and it’s what we
do,” Patalan said.

Board President Deb
Mexicotie recognized Trent's
efforts.

“We've saved millions of dol-
lars and Randy (Trent) continues
to find ways to save,” she said.
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Possinle uvget Rt
Ann Arbor Super-
intendent of Schools Todd
Roberts recently sent a letter |
{o parents of students in the
district that ouilined a pos-
sible loss of $8.7 million in
funding from the state this .
school vear. | o
First was the reduction of
$165 per student, which pre-
viousky had been announced
by the state, In addition,
Gov. Jennifer Granholm
vetoed another line item in
the school aid bill, which |
reduced the per pupil
amount for the schools in the
district by another $233 per
pupil. Those two reductions -
amonnt to $398 per pupil,
Last week, the state deter-.
mined that based on treasury
4 | projections, there was not
4 { enough mongy tofund the
State School Aid Fund and
another $127 per student
would be lost in 30 davs, A $2.1
million hit to the district.
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" By Jeremy Allen
Heritage MNewspacears
Residents of Washtenaw
County voted a collective
190" o stop the passing of a
two-mill tax increase over the
next five vears as proposed by
the Washtenaw Intfermediate
School Disirict in a school
enhancement millage. -
The tax proposal, if passed,
would have raised $30 million
ineach of the next five years to

" be split between school districts-

in Washtenaw County.

Nearly 57 percent of the
county's 60,000 voters who
made it to the polls Tuesday
voted against the millage. The
turnout represented 23 percent

e

IIN 'I'IIE WEB

For amore detalled story, Iog
ohto www.Heritage.com

=] —_——

[ the eligible 266,997 registered
hters.

If it had passed, the millage
would have cost 3 homeowner
with a house whose taxable .
value is $100,000, about $200
ahnually

Educators across the county
were devastated at the Jack of
stipoort received by the millage.

ryan Girbach, superintendent
of Milan's Area Schools, said
the passing of the proposal was

“yital to our school's survivat,”

|

=

o Manchesier 279

o CGUNTY

Mlllage hreakdown

 AREA_YES- NO .

. Chelsea 700 727
Saline ° . 79!1 1,254
Milan - .281 = 715..

L Yp_sllant;_ 900_ 9
[ Webster = 522] -1,
. ‘Superior . 472 1,142
. Scio Twp. | 13925, 2297

935
24 114 32 402

" Dexter TWp 502

and said that its failui‘e puts his
district in a very poor situation,
“We were looking to gain

759"

about §1.7 million a year from
this enhancement,” Girbach
said. “With the millage not

passing, the Milun area school

board will have to begin con-
sidering across-the-board cuts
in late-November and early-
December and we'l haveto,
make a decision as to whether
those cuts need to begin this

- year or next year. But cuts don't

exclude anything from teach-
ers to benefit cufs across the
board.” .
The Lincoln and Ypsilanti
school superintendents both
agreed, “This is definitely a
sad night for the people of
Washienaw County,” said
Dedrick Martin, superin-

tendent of Ypsilanti Public
Schools, “With the proposed
cuts that the state is continu-
ally imaking to our budgets, and
85 to W percent of our funds
currently going toward human
resources, including teachers
and their salaries, it's hard to
find arcas to cut and the kids
will definitely suifer from this.”
“We would have not come
together and asked the voters
for this millage, especially in
these tough economic times,
had we not been backed
into a corner and needed
these funds to help keep our
schools running,” said
Lincoln Consolidated Schools
Superintendent Lynn Cleary.
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ashtenaw County schools begin
thinking about mid-year budget cuts
following millage failure

e T I PR S O .
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134 Cormrenis, Do mensst s

By late Wednesday afterncon, Washtenaw Coundy schoot officials had bagun to get
over what they fell was the shock of vaters handily (Wmng dover a 2-milk countyaiis
anhancemient milags request and were baginning to sonder the nexdt steps.

Tha short answer of what's coming? Everything the schools do, excepi hatl which 1s
mandated by state faw, is on the chopping block.

And while that's the cliché answer expectad from scheol leaders in fough times, scheol
officials were nsistent changes would be coming to their districts by the middie of tis
schagl year.

When pressed, administrators in several disfricts, said those changes could includs
teacher layoffs. However, they made no guarantees of fayolfs or any ofher clts,

"We're going to sit down and provide a price {ag o everything we do,” said Ann Arbor
school board President Deb Mexicotla, "There's 2 money price &g, and there's giso an
eifect price tag.

“There are tmes when you can cut $100,000, and it dogsn't feet like 3100,000, Then
there's times when you cut $100,000, and it feels fike you just cut $500,000."

Layoffs, elimination of pragrams and Iots of oiher possisilities are being considered,
said Chelsea Superintendent Bave Killins.

"Ewvarything is on the table,” he sald. "Howsver, our interd s not o disrupt classes this
year, but make culs where we can. Mext year, cuts will certainly be to a greater
degree.



"“We will be taking a dwo-prang agproach, First, we will frave to work through reductions
in expanditures Tor this year Inifially, we thought we would Se a litlls over
the red for this wear With the reductions in funding from the stale, we now findg

oUrselves over 32 madiion in the red for the 2009-2010 schog! year,

fmilian in

gh
-
37

"The second sten will b o prepare Tor nexl vear with more sdjustments o the budgel
We cannot carry ansther multimilion-doflar deficit intn next schoo! yvear Bverytning vwee
do will come undse soruting and may be discussed for reductions a5 we orapars for
fufume funding reductions from the siate. ©

Schaci adminisiraters stopped short of identifying specific programs they'd be
recormmrnending to helr school boards for cuts. Instead, they heve already Hegun
working on recommeandations.

"Prior to the mitlage vote, Yosilanti Public Schools’ leadership team has heen meeting
o grapnle with the district's budget deficit,” spokeswoman Emma Jackson wrots in an
e-mail, "if the miliage had bean successiul it would have relisvad some of our
budgetary stress, bul it would not have erased the deficit,

“The failure of the miliage makes g grim sitiuation maors severe. Our district nes & groud
educational history, and we will do everything possible to mainiain & viatle leaming
environment whilte taking action to resolve our budgst shortfalls.”

pany adrainistrators and school board members from several different districts said
they plan to hold meetings to hear from thelr communiiies aoout where cuis shouid be
made,

There are pleniy of Kews out iherg. In coliee shops, diners and in anfing forims,
community membzrs were already identifving areas they felt needed {0 be ocked at

Those idaas included getting ¢id of busing, except for specinl education students as
mandated by law; making athietes pay the entire cost of playing high achaol sports;
frimming the number of administrators at high schocls and cven shrinking the number
of gchoot districts in the sounty.

"if they want {o get back to fiscal responsibility, they have io ook at everything from
now much they pay thelr teachers (o how many buses they are running,” said Rick

English, 45, of Ann Arbor. "They have to bve within thelr means.



Ann Arbor Sugeriniender Todd Roberls said that's whiat his distriet is doing.

“We have o make sure our costs are indine with the revenue we have of project we
will have in the coming years.”

Here is the problem districts are facing, in recent weeks, the state has made sovera
cuts to the amount of per-punil funding it gives to each district.

In Ann Arbcr, the shartfail for this school year s 58 million.

Mexicotte said she dossn'! expect the district wii e able to aveld dipping into i
reserve funds o cover the shortizalls.

She expects to spend the next couple of monins In those budget cut discuasions for
this year, They will atso [ook for ways to increase revenue, she said.

Then, next year looms. That's ecause most districts are projecting a 5400 1o 3600 per
student additional cut.

That could put Ann Arbor short another 515 milifon or more.

Cne idea not geining much traction amaong local school officials s consahidating
districts.

The districts had hopead to use the countywids enhancemsnt millags o cover much of
those cuts they are faced with making. In Ann Arbor, for example, the millage wouid
have given them 311 million a year for the next five years.

But county voters decided on Tuesday they gign’t Hile that plan. Many voters cited an
economy that has forced them 1o tighten thelr persenal budgets as the reason they
Vg{ed_ag_a]ngt the ;nm&ge‘. A R e e Lo

The 10 traditionat school districts in the caunty all passed resolutions carlier his year
asking the Washtenaw Intermediate Schogl District to put the issue on the ballot,

WISD Superintendent Bill Miller was unavailable for comment on Wednesday, but his
staif said he would be able 1o speak {io AnnAsbor.com on Thursday.

David Jesse covers K-12 soucation for AnnArbor.com. He can be reached at
davidisese@AnnArbor.com or gt F34623-2534,



Ann Arbor Public Schools Education Foundation - ......

2555 8. 5late Strast
Ano Arhar, Moehigan 483104
734-054-1069

actuz/cailashn kel

i ang Gle vehlcls Ter smeae
Hiall

-orafii organizelion separats o e Ane Ao Fublic Schools thal suves g6

Tre Ann Arkar Puliic Schools Educatlanal Foundatiar is & nan
alving o publis schocla in Ann Arbor, The Anr Arbor Publ ¢ Schools Educelisnal Faungzticn raises prlvate funds raugh evenis and caniibutions frae e
ardar By anrah publls sshaal cducation through Brge proaraim sepporl and grants to recckers, We contibiste o the quelity oF s in Ann Arbar asd chanae ees Gy aFaean)

aur guahby of ouhiiz eduealicn. We encolrage vou to Browss oJr 512 &nc Ieam how you car be parl of e saitcn.

The Millage did not pass. But you can still be part %
f the soluticn. 12 ¥otos

e Lizanie ki & Do phe

R

The Anit Arhor Pubiic Sehools Educational Foundation is asking far your heip an behal?
of cur community. Qur kigs. And our collective Tuture. We're asking dlizens to donste the
arnount you were willing to pay through a Millage "Yes' vote, rasuiting rn immedate ane
direct haip to our schoals with T00% of vour money staying right hare it Ann Arbor. Thark
you for oeing pert of the sofution.

Itis projected that the farlure to pass the Washtanaw Schools KMillage, combined with cuis in
stata funding per studeat, is lagving Ann Arbor schocls with a $12-515 millien overall defict -
justin 2070,

Approximetaly 54% of volers in the Ann Arbor Public Schoois district voled ves. If each of
these were o dunate @n average of 3250 annuaily (based on a1 sverage hame valug of
$250,000 and 2 taxahle value of 50%), we whlld instanily raise §3,242,73C annualy o
suppart pudlic cducation it tha Ann Arbar School Qistrick,

Flegae via!t our wabsiie o L



Ann Arbor Superintendent Todd
_oberts sends finance letier to
parents

[P P U R I PR

SR C 1 Commants, Somenert iy

Ann Arbor Sugerintendent Todd Reberts sent the foliowing fefter to parents,
gddressing the dislrict's response to the falled countywids scheels enbancemsnt
mitlage.

In it, he piedges to have an open process as the district moved forward with "same
difficult, But not insurmouniable chalienges and decisions.”

The ertire letter is copied below.
November &, 2008
Dear Parent/Guardian;

['want {0 thank you and aur many staff, student and cormunity
voluntears who worked extremaly hard fo educate our commuelnity about
ihe financial state of public education in our district and the

county. 1 am extremely gisappointed with the cutceme of the county
schoo's miflage vate. While voters in Ann Arbor did support the
milfage with approximately 55% of voters voting yes, this result

locally was nat enough fo help carry the county.



Fam proud of owr community and its support for publie education.

The commitment of parents, staif and the commurtity 1o the care and
success of our students (s why this school district is ong of the best

In the state and nation. | know that we will continue working

together collaboratively to ensure our students receive an outsianding
educztion despite the challenges we fgace. Thank vou for your support,

ineeredy,
Todd Roberts

3, ST IR W BV ] SRS S



In the 10 Spot: Susan Beech, Pattengil] teacher - Haritage Nowspapers 11/9;0% 1:57 PM

Heritage Newspapers {(heritage.com}

Arn Arbor Journal = News
in the 10 Spot: Susan Beech, Pattengill teacher

Sunday, November 8, 2009

Age: 51 years

Position, for how long: Elementary school teacher in Ann Arbor at Pattengill for nine years and in Los Angeles for six years.

Live in what neighborhood and how long: Forestbrook over by Arborland for nine years.

Family, ages: Robert, my husband, is 53; Brian is 23 and now lives in Chicago, while Mike is 19 and attends Washtenaw

Community College.

How would you like to be remembered: | would like to be remembered as a person who can get things done, and as a

resource for others to come io.

Most significant accomplishment: Raising my two sons to be wonderful young men, who are willing to help others. Boy
Scouting was a big part of our lives for many years. All of our family was involved in Scouting. The most important thing that we
tearned from Scouting is "doing for others,” whether it is as simple as raking a neighbor's leaves, or complax as helping to build

a wooden platform for a nature center.

Biggest disappointment: | have had lots of little disappeintments, but nothing huge. All in all, life is good.

Ten Questions

1. What do you do on a heme football Saturday?

| stay at home and knit or quilt. | don't like the crowds and traffic.

2. You're a tour guide in Ann Arbor, where would you take a tourist?

[ would take visitors on a canoe trip. My personal preference would be with Skip's Canoe Rentals. They drop you off up river,
and then you canoe for an hour or so before you stop at Dexter Cider Mill for some cider and doughnuts, and then you end up
back at Skip's. if you wanted to cance within the city, you could go to Argo or Gallup Parks. Ann Arbor has such wonderful
natural areas within the city limits. While these give you a beautiful day on the river, there's no cider and doughnuts.

3. What's your favorite season in Ann Arbor and what makes it special?

Fall is the best season because that is when my husband is preparing for Halloween. He sets up a graveyard haunt in our yard

http: i heritage. com/articles/ 2009/11/08/ann arbor_fournal/ news/doc4afGfd 15197 3c7 75614942 prt Pane 1 of 2
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and we have lots of fun pretending to be zombies and scaring the trick-or-treaters.

4. What are the pros and cons of living in Ann Arbor?

| think the school system is great! | have seen school systems in other cifies and the opportunities our chilefren have here in

Ann Arbor are far beyond what others have.

Having the University of Michigan right in the middle of the city is a double-edged sword. If's great having the museums and the
theater shows that come, but the added traffic on the streets is hard to deal with.

5. Which Ann Arbor restaurant makes your favorite dish, drink or dessert and what is it?

Noodies & Cq in the Arborland shopping center makes a tasty pesto Cavatapi. It's a nice, comfortable piace to eat a simple

meal.
6. What building or landmark in Ann Arbor makes it unique?

| think that the many parks that are all over the city make Ann Arbor unigue. The city has set aside dozens of park areas for
people to play in, or just to go and sit and observe nature.

7. If you could wave a magic wand and change one thing about Ann Arbor, what would it be?
| would like Ann Arbor to encourage people to use re-useahle shopping bags.

8. What's your favorite saying or quote?

"If you can't say anything nice, don't say anything at all" -- from the movie "Bambi."

9. If you could give a newcomer to Ann Arbor one piece of advice, what would it be?

Shop at the ReUse Center at 2420 Industrial. My husband and | go there almost once a week to find “"treasures." It's a super
thrift shop that has househeld items, building materials, books, furniture and lots of "stuff.” Always a great bargain.

10. Ann Arbor is known as tree city, what's your favorite and why?

The maple tree is my faveorite species with ifs glorious geld, orange and rad colors in the fall. Crestland Street is lined with

the glow.

URL: hitp:fiwww.heritage.comfarticles/2009/11/08/ann_arhor_journaiinews/doc4af6i4151973c775614942 pri
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Letiors from out readers

st lieep wmomentyEn
going on schools

Lafitor's ot The following fetter wos
sudrntted Bu Albert Hereiz, the treasurer
Ciltteens for o Busponsible Waslttenaw, which
cprpesend Ui cotptiswide sefiood enfancertastr
mriflere on Just Tuesday's Telfot,

st of all thank voud (Tucsday d nistht was
e (st step in ensaring the furars of aur
puhliv gelieds in Washtenaw Coungy

Yo hava done great work, and made a
mezningful dillerence in our schools. our
rotamunily wind with vur kids. But we oved
to slay passivnate. committed and foosed!

T want yom to koow that vou have my word
that [will stay as fecused and pusstonate as
vau have seeame on this moest poportant
issue, Noding will cliazrge! Please juin me in
the solution, helding Lands aeross the county
and lugether lol's

» Ruep the "focts™ on e fve points for
Transformational Change Inall w schonl
distyices.

+ Require that our school hoard members
and school execurives deliver ransparen
‘Flhat's something they can do "right meay” te
shivw the voters they understand what hap-
pened Tuesday. Make it simple, oler it up
and lol’s et started, No excuses.

= Hold our elected ollicials accountable
and coutbie to shine a light, Don't let them
off the ook uow, lets do more collectively
than we have ever before as a commaniey!

= Mot let them cut alternative programs
and teachers, and have them deliver more &f-
ficient food services, transportation services
and costodial and maintenance services: less
costly heallh insurance programs, and with-
nut question reduced central office pverhaid
im all 1o districts via creative s{hciencies and
consolidation. This is something we con do
tordaw, Lut's start noww!

« Have the business comounity ofler s
business acwinen o the squalion and have
the Bugtness conununity supporl the sela-
tion in msportant and meaningful ways! We
need o hokd our school buard members and
execurives inaill w districts accountalle; and
they must now act with the “mandate” given
to them hy the voters of Washtenaw County.

Let's come Logather and let's not lose mo-
mentur! [ very much appreciate the broad
coalition of folks ot came topether o do the
right thing. Bt new more than ever, we need
to slay logether. Vs vur responsibility, v
sl do thist We must! The wark be:"

— Albert Berriz, Ann Ar btJr

School opponents
should use money to
anhaaace cEassm@mS

aite Are a8 commmed to i k1ds (duuln 11
s they have stared, 1 have a proposal for
etz o prove vour conunicmeit, figune nat
buw many tens of thousands of dollars you
spent bving to defeat the proposal, vaise an
equivalent amount, and distribuge it to teach-
ers thenughout the eounty for them to use (o
endiance their classtooms as they see 0t

— Michacel T moertale. Ann Arbor

Send us your Lebters to the Eiiter
AnnArborcom accepts traditional
letters 1o tne editor for aur Sunday
print edilion, but becausa of lirnited
soace we wilr only be able to publish

o few cach week, More are available
chline at AnnArborcomdnesspinion.
Letters can be ermailod 1o lellers
annarborceny or mailed o Lelter

to the editor, AnnArborcomn, 301 E,
Likrerty St,, Stte 700, Ann Arbiar, b
AR104.

with approprivie contribusions b all schinul
employeess

= e o wee ceen consider uffe
MESSA covernge wlen the MESS

Sthe MEA merely subsolzniels from
Lo Cross Bhoe Shickd ot o presiun of
approsimately 21,500 per mstied, rs
ligns that are used o fumd their Ineal, stars
and pational union oliices?

» Why has this stranglehald besn allinved
tor continee for so ng:
= Why are wo contimiing wasteful prac-
tices with a seructars of local sehon] districts
all over the staee, and certainly in Washtenow

County, thal is inefficien: and ineflective?

= Why canschoo] cropluoyees relive at the
ape of 55 with Tl benefits® Wy has the
reritement s not been rajsed similar to
chatpes in Social Security?

» Why are schoul retirees witho as fow s
10y vears of service alle o peccive Jusary
health insnranoe coverage for minineel costs
trr thars at the ape of 55 uncil they receive
Medicars coverage wr y Lager?

+ Why do schuob distrists nor adupt o
zero-based bodgeting process, reviewing
every single lne ftemn expenditure to review
and juslify its worlly?

= What mler\.bL i.,rUll[..‘ parlivs snd age
das ure really servid by :
public offic als ll]Cl’L’ Qe LAty mare
tions to ke askad, and they will De asked.

Vevarley I Geloner, foue Arvbor

Coach coniroversy
signals deeper
community probiems

Foriner Ypsilanli igh Schaol Cuech Dave
Paole’s use of the n-word signals deeper
problems within our community.

Exuctly "who™ is it that is calling the Ypsi
kids deroputory numes? Is iU the Willow oo
Schow] deitict or the Ann Arhor Chelse,
and Saline Schowd districts? [ihink il's Lhe
Tutter Ay uncoosclous us it was, Coacl Poole,

tey iz credil, was only Lelling the truth as il
was lu]u Lo him I)Un‘l Lill Lhn_ m e kidl
e leve]

biu 15, l]u. word is trouhling considets
that reosr white men hs age view il as tabaco.
This is mormally the case unless you've
become anesthetized ta ic Plavers used the
n-word frecly durig Coacl Poode's Hme ay
aaach.

Many people, including mysel€ ha
advocare:d § sronger arganic
berwern the siaff and its play :
aualified coaches ales are Innm Aved meu k-

I

&-Fdoas

=



WARKM THE CHILDHREN

| he Children launches
fundraising campaign

S HavEr

Fogtad: 5087 5

O Commert. Commert Mo

Want to donate (o Warnr the Chifdren or volunteer a3 a shopper? Download 2

SIDTRLEED Tadive,

Every time & volunteer helps a needy family buy new winter clothing under the YWarm
the Children program, there is a mermory.

When Violeta Kellersohn was helping & family with three children shop for their
clothing one year shorfly before Christmas, the 6-year-old girl asked her older
brother why they couldn't have a Christmas tree. The innocent qusstion touched
Kellersohn so much that she organized her co-workers to donate a tree complate
with lights, ormaments and presents.

Another year, Kellersohn witnessed tears In a mother's eves as her 12-year-old son
adroitly ranslated and negotiated the shopping irip. The mother didn't speak Enghsh
and the boy had to inferpret while also helping his younger brother select clothing.

"The anly thing the mother could say was 'He's &
very good boy,” Kellersohn said. "She was 50 proud
of her son, she was crying.”

positive spirit of a single mother who was visually
impairad and juggling her family with going back (o
school.

"She didn't Iet her handicap interfers with being &
greal mom. She irmpressed me 50 much,” Burt sald.
"She was so upbeat. | thought it was the lgast | can
do to help them pick out clothes.”




Warm the Children hias been giving youngsters of

needy families warr coals, mitfens, hats and other

clothing for 13 vears. K's time to reach out lo readers for monetary donations fo
support the prograrm.

The torch for running Warn: the Children was handed gver by the Ann Arbor News,
which closed its dogrs last summetr, o AnnArbor.com.

The program hopes o help up to 2,500 chiidren this year, gaid Kori i3aac,
promotions and events manager for AnnArbor.com.

School social workers furnish the names of the children in need and AnnArbol.ocom
coordinates the army of voluntesr shoppers. A coupon o make a donation appears
in togay's paper. Every dollar reised (3 used {o buy clothing, with the Ann Arbor Mews
and now AnnArbor.com covering overhead costs and administration.

This year's fundraising goal is $250,000. About 250 volunteer shoppers will go with
the families ta & focal store to buy the ciothing, helping them &nd the deals and
guiding the selections. Each child is allowsd 530 for clothing, which usually includes
underwear and socks, hats and gloves and often pants, shirts and coafs,,

Burt said she began &s a volunteer shopper and fingnclal supporter of the program
at least 10 years ago because all funds go directly to Tamilies.

"1 would see a Iot of young children at bus stops without encugh warm cinthing on in
these harsh winters. Every child should stay warm,” Burt said.

Tammy Mayrend, who blogs ahout parenting for AnnArbor.com, Knows about hard

times. A vear ggo, both she and her hustbiand were without [abs and scraping by an

thie generosily of family,
"We were blessed with Tamily and friends to help us out, to keep us Hoating,” she
said. “Not everyone has that.”

As one of this year's volunteer shoppers, Mayrend said it's her turn to helg others.
While it feels good to help others, she szid, she also wants to be a role model 1o her
two s0ns, age 3 apd 5.



When Kellarsohn starled nine years ago as g voidnteer shopper, she dicn't have the
financial means o meke a donation so she gave her tirme. Now that she s more
financially set, she still wants to help out, recruiting 10 to 15 friends and family
members as shoppers.

"It's @ very rewarding experience to meet the familics: To sge tha jay In the children
and the prige the parents have that their children can have new clothes. It's heart
warming, {o see children get excited about new underwear and pgjames. it shows
me that this is Jilling 2 need for thern, that il's a true gifl for them,” she said.

Fellersohin ehveys brings her bwo boys, now 12 ang 8 years old, with her o the
shopping trips.

"'ve explained the program, thet because of tough economic times, people necd

hielp and this is our way to heip,” Kellersaohn sald. "They've never complained shout
coming.”

poSdare i post e Tags: churity, hellays, wora the shigrere
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Ann Arbor NAACP Honors Academic Success
Sheriff Jerry Clzytom urges stundents to ecmbrace leadership

BY MARY MORGAN NOVEMEER 9, 2008

Wiliiam Harapron came up to the podinm and swiled, looking our at the crowd of several
Lundred people pathered at the Four Points Sheraton ballroom. “lsn’t this grear?™ he sald.

Hampton, president of the Ann Arbor branch of the NAACP, had just finished handing out
certificates of achievement to several dozen high school students at Saturday night’s Freedom Fund
dirmer. They were honored for inaintaining at least a 3.20 grade point average in the sprng term of

2009,

In his keynote speech, Washtenaw County shendl Jerry Clayron told students they had a
responsibility to be leaders in their schools and community, and to push their peets to excel. “Thers
should be double the number of students in this room next year,” he said,

Fatou M, Lo, aod Clinysre Onime are two ol
the &L sawlents Town Anne Acbor public high
Freedom Fund Scholars schools whne were honored al Salunday's NAACT
The Ana Arbor branch of the National Assoclation for the Advancement of Colored People is }'I“'Ed”'?l_}:zd hd‘“]“f;;\"ﬁ;w ;‘:“l Onime ateend
uran Eligh Schoal. (Photo hy the wrires}

cclebmtmg its 60th anniversary this year, as well as the 100th anniversary of the founding of the
ional org: n. In his welcoming remarks on Saturday, Ronald Woods, a professor in Eastern

Michigan Umversny Alrican American Studies Department, noted that “more than anyvthing else, we ussociate the work of the NAACP with

the great sirnggle for edncational equality.”

The local branch has made cducation its priority. ¥Woods put that mission into a broader context,
saving that the students being honored tor their academic achievement on Saturday are beneficianies
of the spirt of Brown v, Board of Educadon, the landmark 1934 U.S, Supreme Court decision that set
the stage for school desegregation. [Link to .PDF list of Treedom Tund scholars.)

In recognizing the student scholars, Todd Roberts — superintendent of the Ann Arbor Public
Schools — said that education was crucial for society’s future, and that despite the school svstemn's
challenges, Ann Arbor would continve ta provide a quality education.

The reference to “challenges” was likely an allusion to funding difficulties faced by AAPS and other
public schools in Washrenaw Countyv. A countywide school millage, which would have raised 330
million annually for Washtenaw County schools — including 811 million for the Ann Arbor system -
was defeated by voters on Nov. 3. School officials had hoped to raize the additional funds to offser
stale -]cvcl culs [[’revious Clhironicle coverage: "Does It Take a Millage?" and "New State Cuts Add o

-The millage defear and the-pligheef-local schools-was a-tepic-of discussion among-aany of the
people who atended Saturday’s dinner, including more than a dozen elected officials from local school
boards, the county commission and the Ann Arbor city council,

Tuodd Roberts, superingenrlent of the Ann Ackbuor
Tublic Schaoks, ralks with studonts who wete bein, . ’ , _ , . .
e & Dhring the evening, leaders of the Ann Arbor NAACP also gave lifetime achievement awards to

honored al the Qo 7 Preedom Fund dinner. :
iPhoto by the wiiter): Harry J. Williams, who served as president of the local branch from 1992 1o 2004, and to Norma and

Fredenck MeCuiston, who were instromental in reviving the group in 1983, after it had lost its charter

in 1978 duc to a lack of members.

Keynote Speech: Jerry Clayton

The main speaker for the evening was Jerry Clayvton, Washtenaw Coanty's firse Afvican American sheriff and the first African American
P 8 Y yton,
elected to a countywide position in Washtenaw. Clayton took office 1o carly 2009 afier defeating incumbent Dan Minzey in the 2008 Democralic

primary, and winning the general clecdon last November.

Tu introducing him, Rebekah Sharpe - a University of Michigan senior and assistant secretary of the NAACP's UM branch -noted that

http:/ fannarborchronicle.com,; 2008/11/09/ann-arbor-naacp-honors-academic-success/ Page 1 of 5§
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Clayton has had to make dronatic Budgel cuds b Das not Iaid off any officers. Lo Tuet, she said, he's been able to send depuuics 1o write tickets in

Ann Arbor and Ypsilautd - a conuuent diat drew gl frorn the crowd.

Clayton began by joking that the depiies were sent to help fmprove public safery in the

cites, “and i dekets come as o hvproduct ol that, ) apologize™

Clayton introduced his wife of 22 vears, Sybil, and said tiat they've alwavs told their three
som that everyone makes mistakes - 07< the choices vou make folfoicing those mislakes that

matter. How you respond refleets vour depth of character, he said.

The themes of character, hard wiork and leadership were woven thronghont Clayton's
remarks. He said that in his 25 vears working in the cominal Justice system, he's learned two
things: 1i success s not guaranteed, and 2 notling you achieve 1= a result of luck. The
students being honored by the NAACGYE are all stmart and have achieved success @ far, he
saiel, but that current status doesn’™t guarantee future success,

Achieving success requires several things, he said. You need o vision of what yon want to
achieve. “Without a path and a plan, vou can watk aimlesshy,” he said. [t's also important w
enlist the support of everyone around you  parents, teachers, mentors. “T know there are
times when you think no one understands,” he said, “but we do.”

Clayton erged the students to take a no-holds-barred approach to reaching their goals,
anel not 1o be deterred by people’s envy or jealousy. Never walk away trom a challenge, he
said, and don’t get discouraged — you never know what's just around the comer,

gl

(laylon also recommended following the advice from Sean C

speech at the Oree 7 Freedam Fuawd dinoer, besied by the
Ann Artwr branch of the NAACE. T the rigac ane EMU
profissor Benald Woods anrd Wi
the Ao Arbor NAACT Branch, (Phoon by e wiiter;

o Harnplon, presileot of

7 Habits of Highly Effective Teens.” Above all, he sald 1o the

students, you have a responsibility 10 be leaders and 1o Bft up your classmates. Leading by example, they can encourage others to achieve the

same kind of success they already have, ¥You can be a part of that,” he said.

a k] ik

Aaron Wilson, a student ae Pioneer High Schacl,
pedormel "Amazing Grace” on saxzcphone. In the
mem e o - === hackgronnd:—Rehekah Shampe, a T siderand
clTicer v the TR branch of the NAACT, Thoto
b the writer)

http:/ /annarborchronicle.com /2009¢ 11/ (9 /ann-arbor-naacp-honors-academic-success/
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2009 Freedom Fund Scholars

Community High School

Max Bowen
Evalyn Carter
Dayna Gooden
Emily Milligan
Tamara Parks
Samantha Thomas

Huron High School

Camyle Allen
Christiana Allen-Pipkin
Sariya Bryanch
Allante’ Burnell
Brittany Cole

Blaire Crockett
Tyler Davis
Gamuchirayi Dingwiza
Awah Ditah

Yonica Dupree
Sharzay Fields
Whitney Foster
jeJuan French

Ralph Green

Marysa Hill
l.aMicah Hughbanks
Jeremy Jackson

* Noelle Kahunguba
Kamaria Lee

Maya Long

Devon Micou

Fatou Ndaw
Cynthia Ofili
Chinyere Onimo
Bre’Anna Simpson



Imani Watkins
Lindsey Whitlock
Dallas Williams

Picneer High School

William Anderson
Triesha Arnold
Malachi Bowerbank
Tiffany Cole
Bradie Connor
Jazmine Cooper
Chloe Corley
DeLaynna Corley
Dominique Corley
Sabrina Gay
Alyssa Goss
Gregory Goss H
Megan Graham
Mani Herring
Tobias Kpadenou
Kirby Lee
Victoria Lloyd
Ashli Marable
Kailen McKay
Kaitlyn Mills
Jessica Obidike
Justin Pendieton
Davonte Powell
Jordan Robertson
Paniesha Scott e il
Angelica Shipman
Crystal Smith
Willie Smith Jr.
Kyle Snedecor
Ugochukwu Uche
Ayona Vanhorn-Lee
Ana Vereen



Christina Wade
Devin Webster
Joshua Weiland
Aaron Wilson

Skyline High School

Senait Dafa

Hafsa Farah

Jeremy jagers

Kelsy Lee

jasper Lindsay

Noah Miller

Jonathan Muriu
Chaune’ Rael-Whitsitt
Ibrahim Sacd

Paige Wint

Stone School

Brittany Hayes
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Does It Take a Millage?
Washtenaw school disiricts say yes — volers lo decide on Nov. 3

BY ALARY MORGAN OTOQRER 10, vithg

sl v is Beangr ealbed P

Among Michizao®s public cducators, te SO0 11
CHIT™ Based own o gwmim dewsoweed evaeciory ol Teoding rom the siote, du

revenes fromm local properly sees .1.1c| experses like health cane contianing w clirmb,

thae’s the year ooy disteices e expecied oo plonoeses ovee 1l ede oo e ned.

Robere Allen, deputy superintendent ol e Ann Aalar Public Schools, doseribed

Lhzs seeroio at @ sparsely soended fornm Ist Thursday al Fluron High Scheob, sehere
he and snperinieodent Tocddd Robeets anade gl Jer valaers o suppar i prsposed
countywide millyge on ¢he: Nov, 3 balloe They didn't chim that AAPS would be wmeng
therse efisterics fabling ofl the chiff, but they did say their distiet Gees 3 315 million duelici
that vear, Without new revenue lrom Qe millee, they contend chac the discricl would

need Lo make drumatic cuts, and e those cuts wonbd almost cortainly alfeet siedents
is hiving hard, they

in the classmom, hlichigaes loooce] o

A Ann Aclior summer v Bill, slowsng seme of e
A Aubie seheols For Ann Arbar Tablie Schaals JA080%

A the i colles wed aomually.

A the state wocs, so pocs owr lunding,” Allen wbd the group on Thursday
= the e

rinters b

The state k'L going so well.

But epponents argae that school districts haven’) done erough to cut casts, and that
taxpayers can’t absorb e added binder of another millage, Beyond sat, peaple on both sid
are funeled in Michigan, regardless of the suceess ur fuilure of e Now 3 anillage voses

v there™s an urgent need o relom the way schiools

This Chirenicle repore Jooks au v Michizan funds K-12 pablic schools, wly local school districns say they need o speciad cnhancoment milk

say they don’t, and wlin des proposerd milliee would eoadl, Ann Arbor Public Schools s the largest ol Washiemw Comun?

el why ovin
schaol distriets, and wounld receive over w thivd of the 330 millicn collected oo e millagge:

sans covernge o thig disned,

Background: How Michigan Funds Public Schools

s e bwo wys, Pirst, 1t collects raxes dircotly from residential ond nen-residental prepeny
i the staie’s Schoot Ald Fand {SAF), whicly abso tocledes covenees Trom seles amd e

i per-popib sdfomenn wovaeiable amaunt set by

Tl stute conceals revenues for bocad scliool dis
G milly cach, annually  Saul pooks thac mene

state lotery revenwe and other seurces, Out ol this laned, e stete pays loeal selwsd diseri

dre st degisdieuee i can i cease oo decrease each yaee

Sdireetly alwse that are not pooled ints the SAL Beyond o 8

Tr adedition, state Linw controls e anount of g than schook disericts can ley
mills thul gor into the SAE, for examypde, theres i additionul 1ix on noneresidendal property owners, bt the sere caps that ws ac 18 milks,

Bath t: funding fror non-SAT Jocal propeety taxes and Moo the ol Schoat Aid Fund are Tictared ime an wmount cieled tee per-pugsil
oumdadan allowance” This amnount varics by districd Ano Arbor’s per-prpil funding wis ariginadly expected t be 39,723 Jor the cureent Tseal
yuar, whicle began July 1, With about 16,500 studeods i due Anne Arhar listeic, s per-puept fonndiusion allowance wonld e mouwghly § 160.3 millinn
cul yuar, [Other revenues vome lieny e disirier’s share of @ countywide special

the bull of the distices projected $192 million budger lor this 8

eelucation imillage and from foderd omns)

The current system stems from the FEM pasage of Propsal A, The soab sl lahalloniniiive was o eroite mare equt
ifisaricrs aneh oo keep property s fron s alanng drnianically, Plopc}ﬁ.l! Aok wany, smnlflt_.uii dua Qe lewenl conered over schoo fanding,
A Arbaor has done th

il Nnniingy o mes adl

thawgh districts can sl request vater approval o levy loeal millages or butlding construction, sepatrs, and maintenan
st botably o fund the construction of Skyline High Schaoak.

Proposat & ulso crented “hold-barmless™ disricts Ao Acbor s one off oaly 44 distiens sidewisde e am elassitied inthis was Whoen Prop A
GO pezr=gaopil Tawse leve] s by chae sie o hae e, Bacher haon Jueee lieis
Wl wmicant is £

ook cficer, these disselon were receiving rovenaes Bigher thuna 50,
fnelineg lowered, die held Durmbess™ districes wore ]”(J\\t d o lesy an addivrmad rmillige woanake up the goge. Fur Ana Arkar,
, ar 4.42 mills. xeel wmeoent of 1,234 po pupil)

[_ll_']'[‘;" \":llll‘:'?s, n crodor o

T mntlbge e waries depending on

A LIEH

from property taxes, sales tes and other fanding sources Bove deereased beeuse ol the states coenony, the

Anatlier bssue s thess As oo
Schuol Ald Fand hus heen sheanking, T his yeur, the st s projectiog a 81 Lillion delesin iy ehe Gend rhae®s ome season why the
lunding for schools by $1653 per pupil cardicr this mond (e legishdion andhorizing thac cut hin't vel been sigaed by Gov Janniler Geanhaolm,
leawever) And depeading on the sanount ol vevennes coaming it the School Aid Tund nver thie next few mondis, Qe stiee might inake additonl

HUH SN A H HE

arly noext year

Jrer-pupal culs

1179709
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Tl mplaot? Distri
AAPS, the B105-per-pupil e

v o, whiele el cpapine their fundd balases ithe district’s copsalent of o smvings sccount for nearly 32 meblioo, m

s’ be sioe exactle T imnele nnoey eyl zeceine Teean the state Son thele current liseal vear, which began Julv 1, bar

UPhe sehose foand

il biriern

ITENTR (TCSTI AT P O

passed a balanced budy

et o duen

v b ek adeliiemal cnes e ligh ol e sta sper-pnpal fmeding.

hetp reselve a0 S7. 0 ndllivn dien Sl eI kel

ek Monel. B e 1l

ol T Lranslereomg reven

I tlie past, shonfdls inibie School Ak Fund hove been
fuerse] bas also faced stamprering defichs, nvmakers Buve bevw asing lederal stimulos meney in the past oee years @ shore up the Schos! Add Fund

Fast yuar, AARS solabout 20 mallinn s stimulys Toods e vover wha wonbl e otherwise been 3 per-pupll cul. The district bas seevived

] i

anather 53 millica in st desllors carmanked o special cdusaion, and alou S| millicn fur Tule | programs, which prea

Teerserhies tea Joe-ine e chilidoen.

. o
Loy schienis o

s FOOCLL med the st sul] L'l slerernnined B they 1] wse these Tusd

Stinudhss Tunsels aren’n uxnected e he nesilalle b

the: current Bscal year

What Ann Arbor Taxpayers Pay for Schools

wel & mills oo ovenees of counen

clesal Lax ol G il drom 1

Liiulelition o the s dvrvial propen

Eroperey Ul isn'ta axpaner™ prinney restdeaee, tere e low other schoz=raited millages for the Ao Ackinr disricn

o |7 47 mills fr operting Gy o *nenshomestead” s psid by owaers ol noe-residenoal pre

g L2000 mills o the sopplenweonal “leld Teremsless”

U320 mills for debo re pavineni cncachoed ol

ki
Budlel the new Slevline High School.

] miEl foar tithly appoved o puaet

Sfund. which cun be usl e sehoel eomstruction senovaiions ot repaivs, The fund w

Voters reneved the AAPS sinkenp land, supplementid and non-homesiead operanng nullages st vear
The Washtenaw Tolermediute Schaol Disuter also colleets two taxes countywide: 1) an operting millage of 0.0984 mill, and 2 special

education millage of 38761 rolt.

tawable visdue, which

I e, Ann Arbor hooecaenees oy just over 17 mills nschoed gses. Aol eogeaals 31 T every 3100001000 prengreroy ™

wasitlly i considereed roughly hadf of the market value, So ovners of o hamne with o market value off 3200200 are paying abou S1.700 0nowally in

aclipe] rxes mon ol would add aoodier 3200w b i the e son Nencruber's bullest is pussod.

AADPS wehonl oflicials neted i since Propesal A passed o P94, lecal toepavers bave soen thetr sehool

lemts from 10594 1 2005

Tn their pubilie forane oo she oullage

millage ates adl, Link o chare of school mitliges paad By Arn Arhor e

How the Proposed Millage Would Work

Inclivielual sehool distriets aee prolibited by stale Lo Trons oeving addisicrs idages far

npennions Flowesn ender the ommbsre il a8 e Yasbnoeos Interemediace Sehool Disiriet

i the

w ity sel g e che carle 9506 o provide serviees w all 10 sullie selue] disiices

vountyan operating rsillage cio Le Tevieb ol disieilened egqoadly, sl giech disoce

receivime the same per-pupit oot

The Mow, 3 Ballot proposal calis for collectng 2 mill counuwide ciwh year Ton e yuies,

starting in 20700 Fhe millage 3 projected o raise S3000illion anmally, o be divided among

the 10 districts, The WIS would not reecive lunding from this milkyge nor would ary

perteentape of the milke ao @ the st
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]
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Ann Acbor: 311,205, 160

o
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Linenln: 53,761,427
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Milar: $1,778,590

Saline: F3.718512

m

Whitenore Lol 3341030

Willow Run: 31,358, 160

o Ypsilanti: $2,663,743

it Do el

e Do o shanle ety Liss

[n lobbying for de millage. Glenn Nelson an AAPS school Board member oot le niane i
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Why Districts Say They Need This Millage
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Critive,
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What Opponenis Say
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cutive Coonmderers dlso Ty opposing the millage,

Fle Washienew County Repubilivan
sl snnanneed e division o i websie: “While dwe Cunumitter wis unanbneusly

stappuartbve ol cducntion, thy fele the strugalennr homeewners and businesses in our Ll

cvotwnry it necel mddedonnl burden. Following apresentation and o question asd
sihonl

wiswe pretod iy the Superintendents rom the Ann Arbor, Chelsen and Saline

disteicts 1l Coaammities el thal cost cotling measures that the cistriens R not

trenpdere e and seere safl assilahle were e beer appeoaedl”

Getiing the Word Out

Koauhy Chrussetlel, Toregnowegl, atneneled an €300 L% maidiee fawn e
: Clitgeenes lor Responsible Spendiog i planning a community ferum sometime: this

Huron High School's Litde Uheaen, BEe i o focieer . <1 hasal

v presdcling e reseaseh dwnve dones to severat other ami-millge proeps,

T,
inclucling the Chtivens fr o Responstble Washweneg backed by Melanley CEO Allsers

Burene Tlaae wrown i vxpocted s o ll]LljljJ'l_L_"' o adb A Arbor residents who've
regpesled wbseoive Lallols

=~ Fhe Ann Arbor Cliveens

AAPS fas alresdy railed infoemadional brochuoes g 37 000 esidens in dhe distric, ontlining dewils of ¢he mills

ubvorcating Jor the millge. Todd Bobueres and Ralsert Al beld

Billame Comrritte somameiling, e, Douded By orivice donoes aneb esplicicy
forun last Thursdie, and aee holding seoher one wonigin g Fioncer High Schooi’s Dinle Theaer, staning o 7 pos Aaed vepresenuse

Ann Arbor Citizens Millane Commites: bave been speaking ac T neetings sad ather gachering

om the

itn the district for the past severad wecks.

n Chompaim Fisanae Ac

Citing advocacy for the mithige U schoobs, Ciceens for Responsible Spencding has saised o issie of possibie Mich
vioktions oo e pert of the Ao Arbor scheals, o charge thie Todd Robers disai T s emnadl 1o Roberts and Novm Herben, co-chaiv ol the
and Criswnlel cite concerns over Hwe e ol schook propety foradvocacy of e milkge, mel ol

Ann Arbor Citivens Mitlape Connenitles, Aanis
advocicy in the AAPS Brochure mailed 1o residents, Roberts wold The Chronicle that tbe AAPS maaling was informationa] only, and it whike
bsoure prohibited from wsing sebaot resorrces toadvocate for the milliuge, iois wiehin bis et o superintendent w do so.

iihier selwl oflicn
Griswuold sabd that hey group is sull ooking into the issue.

Tioial

Advocates on bolh sides are mecting with the cditortal boaud of AnnAcboreom, which plans o take a position on the millage. Tl
board  anchored by AnnArboreon CEOY Mag Kemer, exceotive vice president Lourel Chamggion and Tony Dearing, chic content officer hay
been expanded e include some community members. MeRinboy's Albert Beeriz s a member of the board, but bis recuseed hivmescll fom this Do,

acenrding o Deaning,

What’s Next?
Muny districts are grappling wirly i financal erisis, even before the year of *The CHIE™ In Washienaw Gounty, Willow Run and Yp
by By these disericts are reguived w Bl deficie elimination plans witl dhe stace, outlining ow hey plaen

anti ackioal

clistricls iwre operating under a defcit
resnlve the situation, Wiltes Run has been runming a defict for years Ypsilaour bad o 53.7 million delioit in s current beduer, and che disoicd bas
untit Dee, 13 o subimit a deficic eliminacion plea, PO Lk o fist ol bl Ahchizan school disiiens that filed o deficie cimination plan tov liscal

Ly

Thae seunibars aren’t yet in on how many districts stacevade e currentdy runnitg o deficiy, bt there wall Te neore, said L Mol exeonive

dircetor of the Michigan School Business Oflicials, o Lansnr-luased group.

Tackling thee problem is difficuly, Manell said, beesuse schonb adiminisirsors don’t o awhority o make uniluerad decisions about spesding

s afisousiions, ™ e sanll N

teples Eariors

It superintenden s could reake weross-the-board culs on the expense side, “then we wouldn't bue baving dw
provent that [rom happening, he added, including the authority of communitg-clectod boneds that are alimately respansible for making rearh
buediet decizsions, bue whose: members miegha not be willing o wke the polioes hew,

Many school offictals and others point 10 the state as the primary causc of the carrent financial ertsts in public cducition, wed dee main Geser
- estpitnding the

1kl implemeniing s rnebaated income Lo

s Noron of the Anre Arbor Citiaens Ml Conmitee sigege
clor would Bring in new revenues to sepport public schoaols aad, mnre broadly, to help address Micl

lor reform, Sic
sales 1 to include the s 3

structural deficit

it a8 Being o cridend poviohng Dssue

—— - Robens cierd-pettrement cosss—maiged-by-the Michimm-Probbe-School Beaplayers-Retive
51 be wbdressed, and one that tocal districss don™ceanieol, The siee sets L e thist <

anud iUs ot sustaible systom, beosaid, Lok o an Apel 2008 Edeciion Bepoet article about the impact of retirement costs on

anent cosis lor s

SN I[AR1N JHly [CF vt el

thal v

crnploye
fdichijran's pahkbic schonl diseoaces.

Term limits for foghs
the carrent erisis will prompl chaowe 0 omly because there's nnother choice,

ators are another huge obstacke w adedressing refornt ae the state bevel, advoeates of pablic cduciion sy bon chey belime

forton sad.

S really B onoppieg peind”

Links to Millage-Related Information

Somc of the groops against the proposcd millage
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A week gHer aras volars defeated & countywide schouls enhansomeant millage,
Washtenaw County school districts are busy trymg figure out what comes nexi i

thieir funding and spending.
On the funding front, several Anin Arbor area districts ara planning to send
representatives o Lansing Tuesday marning for a rally sponsored by & siatewide

education group, Save Our Schools,

Local districts will talk to thelr fawmakers on the steps and lawn of the Capitol. The
event runs from 10 a.m. {o noan,

| plan o attend and will file updates from Lansing.

A little closer to home, several sehool board are maeling this week - and finances
dominate the agendas.

Today:

= YpelEnd schools will meet 2t 7 puilTh the Righ school, The board will review the
audit of last year's spending, which will give a clear picture of just where the
district is this year.

o Lincaln will also meet at 7 p.m. at Brick Elementary. They also will review the
audit of last year's books. Also on the agends s a resciution looking at funding for
education and a discussion of budget cuts.

= Whitmore Lake will gather &t 7 p.m. at the middle school for g
hoardiadministration retreat. The topic? "The future of the districl.”



On Tussday:

a The Zaling sohool board will get together st 6:30 p.m. at Union School. Oriis

agenda is a repart on the enhancement millege and a report from Superintendent

Secot Gradsen on the future of Union Schoal.

Gn Thursday:

s Tha Ann Arbor school board's nerformance comimitt
not yet available for that meeling.

ge will gather. An agenda is

As always, T there are things going on | should be writing about, feel free (o -zl

me.
Davit Jesse covers K12 educsiion for Anndarbor.com. He can he reached af
davidiessef@annarbor.cam or af f34-823-2534.

S8 arars thiz post -
Tags: fnrn Arbor Schools, Lincoly Corsolifaind Scbocls, Solbre sohools, sehosl prharosmart mitagse, Yosias

Sotool Digtrict .



Swine flu clinic to offer vaccine to

priority groups at Ann / S

Pioneer High School

A swine flu vaccination clinic for Washtenaw County residents will be held at Fioneer
High Schoal on Saturday, Nov, 14 and will offer the vaccine to mora priority groups, it
was annocunced [oday.

The clirtic, fo be held from 9 a.m. o 2 p.m. at the high school, will be the county's
third, Those eligible to receive the vaccine will now include all young people ages ©
rmonths through 24 years of 2ge.

it will also include individuals who are betwesen the ages of 25 years and 64 years
who have underlying beslth conditions that put them at greater risk of having
complications from the flu. Exaraples of those underlying heaith conditions include
chronic lung diseass, a weakened fimmune system, cancer, disbetes, kidney or liver
disorders, cardiovascular disease and other canditions.

Priarity groups for the vaccine clinic still include pregnant wormen, caregivers of
children younger than 8 months old and health care workers. Those who are 65 and
older are not in the Centers for Disease Control guidelines to receive priarity in
r.e_ge_wmg_';t:;_e vEECine, . o S

Ting Read covers heafth and tha envirenment for AnnArhor.com. You ean reach oy
af inarced@annarbar.corm, call her af 734-823-2535 or find her on Twifler
@ freedindA,

&8 Shore this post
Tags: flu, H1NT fle wikds, Mealth, Sweins fin, Tirg Recd, vaszine, Washlerow Oty



Future of Ann Arbor's Mack
topic of Thursday meeting

U8 Commens, Comno Mo

The future of 4o Azbors Wack Fool will be the topiz of discussion Thursday as
supoorters of Lhe cify-oaned [:uDi mzet o evaluate options for saving (& Trom closing.
The public is encowraged fo attend a meeting hosted by the iMach Pool Tesk Foroe,
group of Ann Arbor citizens antd community ieaders looking for ways 1o cut cests and
increase revenues af the ndoor pool,

53]

“We st think the cormmunity should have a yedr-round pool,” said BEd Sketeh,
coorginator of the task force and a member of Friends of Mack Pool. "Our goal to fry to
get the pool o be self-susiaining. f's not an easy problem, but that's our approach.”

hack Paol gperafions currently reguire a nearly $100,000 annual subsidy fram the
Clty's gengral tund, which has city officiats considering closing i

Thursday's meeting is set from 6:30 pum. 0 8:30 pam. In the media center at Ann Arbor
Open School at Mack, 715 Brooks St., near Seventh and Milier.

Ann Arbor swimmers, neighborhood residents, and other members of the public are
encouraged 1o atlend and panicipale in evaluating optiens for <eeping the pool open.
The task force is working to find sustainable ways to retain the pool as a city-owned
ftness resoures after the current budge! yvear ends in June 20710,

Crganizers said Thursday's meeting will bring atlendess up o date with & oity siaff
presentation surmmarizing the pool's current sitlation and the timeline for rraking a
decision. The group then will split up 10 share ideas and orainstermnt on fopics
suggested by the task force.

Betore the meeting ends, participants will recenvene to report and share ideas 1o the
whole group.

Sketch, a refired Ford Motor Co. employee who swims af Mack Pool four times a
weei, sald the task force has had positive discussions with city leaders. He sald the
greup has put together & working business plan that needs some tweaking.



"Wetve pat a ol of groatid ubwe haven't yet fourdd 3 way 1o integrate tham)
Sketeh said, sugesting the greup aiso needs o caluiale exact fgures Tor N maon
:l
I

2510
e haur it surrently aosts fo ryn the nool,

Sketch sald UsA Swimming of Colorada Springs has provided the grous with a 10f af

technical advice,

Cne of the costredustion strategies the group has denbiiad 50 far s getling & thermal
blanket to cover ine pool wihen it's nat in use to help reduce lemparature loss angd
evaporation of chamicals,

Cn the revenus enhancing side, Sketeh said ona of the ideas discussed incluges
getting the schoot system, which has more hours dblocked off than it uses, (o free up
more ours for programs that bring in new users and revenue,

“Wewe got a boaticad of ideas, and It's [ust a question of knowing what hours waould
be availgble” Sketoh said.

"Our rodel has aiways been o try o get us 1o cover cosis,” ne added. "Af the end of
the day, it may take & year or two o fully break even, bul wa're net looiing Tor the
taxpayer 1o ball tho poot cut if we can avoid that.”

The Mack Pocl Tesk Force i3 chaired by City Councit Member Carslen Hotinke, D-5th
Ward, The group's findings are expected to e prasented to tne City Councii in
February for possible inclusion in the fiscal year 2010-11 budget.

& govermment for AQRArDCHCo, Heaoh fiim al
con o F34-823-25 25

Ryar J. Stanton cove

St Tis punl v Taaggs: S Ao Ty gl Buck Fool
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ashtenaw County residents
Lansing rally for school funding




The letter, Bielewa said, wonders about funding for schools and whether her
daughter's teachers are going to get laid off because of a lack of money.

Granholm listened to Bielews, then told her to deliver it to siate Legisiators.
"I'mi on your side,” Granhiohm [old Bielews.

Bielewa was one of several Ann Arbor area residents, school board members and
school district employees who drove to Lansing for the rally, sponsored Dy @ neww
group called Save Our Schools. The group is advorating for more funding for local

schoals.

The state has cut - by legisiator vole and Granholm order - sevaral hundred dollars
per student from state aid given to school districts. Stale aid s districts’ main source

of revenus.

That has many local districts - along with many across the slate - saying they're in
dire sirafts and will have to make cuts soon.

Several Washtenaw Counly officials and residents in attendance said the siate
naeds to restore the cuts made, but also needs to work to stahilize funding.

"mot only do we need to stabilize funding, but we need to have a budgel from the
state before we have to pass our budget, so that we can plan,” said former Ann
Arbor school board member Kathy Griswold, who was one of the leaders of the
campaign against the local millage.

The millage would have ralsed taxes by 2 mills and generated about 530 million in
revenue a year for five years. Volers turned down that tax last Tuesday.

“How Washignaw Courty officials are scrafvibiing to cul budgste without harming
classroom instruction.

"it's public education, and the public has spoken,” sald Brit Satchwell, the president
of the Ann Arbor teachers' union. "We're interested in higaring from the public about
what they decide is impartant In public sducalion.”

Several residents said during the run-up fo last week's vote that one cut they wanted
to see was less pay {or teachers.




Satchwell said teachars have already taking culs, including changes in the last
couple of years in less pianning time and more contact time with students. in
addition, he pointed out, teachers in Ann Arbor have becn paying more out their own
pocket for insurance and took & wage freeze this year.

David Jegse covers K-12 educaiion for Annarbor.cam. He can bé reached af
davidfesse@annartor.com or al 734-823-2534,

EB Brarsthis cost - Tags: are Arbar s2hools, school erharsomort illage
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Retired teachers enjoy second careers as 'fotogypsies’

Wednesday, November 11, 2008

By Sheila Pursgfove, Special Witer

One of the major delights of travel is meeting people, says Ann Arbor photographer Jim George.

He and his wife, Angie, have spent a good part of the past few years traveling around the United States, Mexico and
Canada photograpbing personalities, cultures, landscapes and regions.

An exhibition of their work, "Faces of Mexico and Guatemala: Color Photography by Fotogypsies Angela and Jim
George,” captures the cultural variety and strong character of the people of Latin America, and is on display through
Dec. 14 at the Malletts Creek Branch of the Ann Arbor District Library, 3090 East Eisenhower Parkway, Ann Arbor.

The pair also has exhibited locally at the Ann Arbor Art Center, Café Zola and the Kerrytown Concert House in Ann
Arbor, as well as at Art on the Farm in Dexter and Harvest Art Market in Chelsea.

Elsewhere in Michigan, their work has been featured at galieries in Spring L_ake, Sutton's Bay and Elk Rapids, as well as
outside of Michigan in North Carclina, California and Caxaca, Mexico.

Photography is a second career for them after many years in education,

Jim first came to Ann Arbor in 1956 to study at the University of Michigan, and later taught English at Ann Arbor High
School, now Pioneer High School, and Huron High School. Angie moved to the area in the 1970s to teach in Ann Arbor

Public Schools.

"We met in 1982 at Mr. Flood's Party in Ann Arbor -- at that time a favorite hangout for townies of all stripes,
professionals, carpenters, artists, wait people, you name it," Jim says.

-—— Three-years later the pair livedontheir 30-foot sailboat, "Escapade,” foF §vear, sailing from the Great Lakesto the™  ~
Atlantic and cruising the East Coast and the Bahamas for a year,

"That fed our passion for traveling and photography,” Jim says.

Adter retiring from the Ann Arbor school district in 1991, Jim began studying photography seriously, taking various
workshops at Washtenaw Community College.

When Angie retired in 1997, the two were free to devole even more time to travel.

"Angie had always been interested in photography, so we were very well matched in that way," Jim says.
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Far a while, the pair operated a porirait studic and Jim taught photography at Washtenaw Comrmunity College.

In 1997, they decided to concentrate on art photography related to their travels - cultural and “peoptescape”

photography

"We've both always been wanderers at heart,” Jim says. "Around the turn of the century, we bit the highway in a 19680
Ford cargo van, with two notable excursions being a six-month tour of Mexico, and another four-month tour that took us
to Guatemaia, Shorter trips have taken us to British Columbia, the Canadian Maritimes, France, ltaly, Costa Rica, and

iMorocco, and of course the inner journeys have been limitless.”

Mexico became a favorite destination and the pair attended language school for foreigners at the University of
Guadalajara after learning about the school from Michelle Roman, owner of the Fiesta Mexicana restaurant in Ypsilanti,

“We lived with a family in Guadalajara while attending the school, and this immersion stood our preconception about
Mexico and the Mexican people on its head," Jim says.

"We fell in love with the Mexican people, who turned out {o be warm and hospitable, and developed a deep appreciation
for the many layered culiure, which reflects centuries of the mingling of European and indigenous customs.”

Later the couple spent time in Oaxaca, a city in southern Mexico interesting for its arts and crafts and influgnce of 16
indigenous groups. The pair made many friends -- parily through their involvement with Oaxaca Streetchildren
Grassroots -- including many among the Triquis, one of the poorest groups in Mexico.

On some of their trips to Mexico, the couple toured and camped out of their cargo van. In 2006, they extended their trip
to Guatemala, where they finally met [tamar, a Mayan girl they sponsorad for a decade through Children International.

"Through her, we got an introduction to the Mayan culture, which predominates in southern Mexico and Guatemala,” Jim
says. "Il was a great thrill to meet this poised young lady set to graduate from high school whom we had known oniy

through her school-girlish letters.”
One of the great benefits of fravel is meeting wonderfu! people and discovering what & small world it is, Jim says.

"One night in Oaxaca, we walked into a small jazz club, and the singer and piano player, noticing that we were gringos,
struck up a conversation. We soon became fast friends," he says.

The piano player mentioned a2 musician friend the pair should listen fo if they passed through Mexico City. Later in Ann
Arbor, Jim took piano lessons from teacher and musician Tad Weed, who has.waotked internationalty. —

"When Tad leamed | had spent time in Mexico City, he said, 'l| have a friend there." it turned out to be the same person,”

Jim says.

At a campsite in Texas, Angie struck up a conversation with a famify. The father was from New York City, and Angie
mentioned the one person she knew in New York - Ernie Harburg, co-owner of the Del Rio bar in Ann Arbor, and son of
Yip Harburg, lyricist for "The Wizard of Oz." It turned out that Harburg and the camping dad were great friends.

As much as the pair loves lo travel, they love coming home to Ann Arbor, Jim says.

"Alihiough the Del Rio and Mr. Flood's Parly are gone, there are still plenty of funky little places we love and a wonderful
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diversity of people and cultural activities that can't be matched, at least in any city we could afford to live in." Jim says.

"We've moved in our heads many times, and oven bought properdy in other places with the idea of moving, but we're

afraid we're Ann Arborites until we die."

Sheila Pursglove is a freelance writer. She can be reached at bingley51@yahco.com.

URL: hitp:itwww heritage.comfarticles/200%/11/11/ann_arbor_journzlinewsfdocdafada9as72e6546193470.prt
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Ann Arbor Public Schools Education Foundation

2555 5. 5318 Sramt
Arnm arbor, Micklgan 467564
f34-034.1569
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aiving to pubiic schoals in Ana Arbor. The Ann Arbor Foblic Schools Educgtional Foundation saisas poicate fands through evcnts ard ool
arder i enrich puble school education threugh 'Brge program sUEpen and granis to t2achers. We contribuie o the guality af [fe i1 Ann Arhar aad chande Lees by &
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The Millage did not pass. But you can still be part +
of the selution. 12 Vot
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Tre Ann Arbor Public Bchools Educational Foundation 5 asking far your helo on behaif
of sur community. Qur kigs. Ard our collective fulure. We're asking cliizens o gonaie the
amount you were willing fo pay through 2 Millage “Yes' vote, resulting in inmediale ano
direct help to our sshools with 100% of your mongey slaying right kere in Ann Abar. Thark

you for being part of the salution.

it is projected that the failure (o pass the Washienaw Schools Millzge, combined with cuts in
state funding per studant, is feeving Ann Arbor schools with a 512-515 millicn overall daficit -
justin 201C.

Apnroximately 34% of voters in the Arn Arbor Pubiic Schools district valed yes. 1T gech of
these were to danale an average of 5250 arnuaily (besed on an average hume vaiue of

------- - - 5250 000-and a raxabltevalueaf 50%), we WwodldThstantly ralsé 53,742,750 2in T
suppert public education in the Ann Arbor Sehocl Bistrich

Flease wsit our website 1o Loam Biora and QDonaig.



Haisley Halloween Parade

Phatas courtesy of Haisley Elemantary Schoal

ABOVE: Lochlan Mahan, Suri Doepfer Macaih Humphm Kira Miller and Hana Nash
march in the annual Halsley Elementary Halloween parade Oct. 30. .

BELOW: Phileas Smith, Radhika Pate! and Kian Bukowski take part in the annual
Haisley Elementary Halloween parade dressed as ghosts fairytale characters and

witches.




LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Are local school leaders listening tc
what voters really said?

The majoniy of the vaters have veicad their desire for more fiscat responsibiity and
accountabilily in our pubiic schicol systems. # ook courans for mest of hess "a0”
voters, I'm sure, P dont think anyone wants 1o see our sehcol system Tzl gown an the
icb of educating our future leaders and citizens,

i wondering, rowever, if public school teaders are really listening to what the voters
heve made clear. For instance, in every cemment i hear Todd Robersts maring, he
mentions teacher layofis, pay, and culting various educaticnal program, which may
very weli be necessary. This management strategy is "Dusiness 85 Usual” and what
the voters said at the polls 15 "we den'twant busihess as Leual anymore”,

The core missicn of cur sublic schioals in this ofisis should be fozused on the
classroom so what | would grefer to hear Mr. Roberts, and other school leaders 38yia9
&, MWe're going 1o ook at everything except cutting teachess and progeams first”

This should be done by ulilizing ouiside and indegendent consulting expertise selected
inrough a cormpetitive bid process for an cbjective budget strategy. Thesse
admiristrative cutg, consoiidations, and responsibility reslignmeants should then be
made fransnarent for all o see and discuss. This first tier fiszal realignment will reveal
how addiional cuts will affect the classroom oriorities.

| would aisc suggest that school leadershio not make the budget cuis compisiely
unmanageable and unproductive by catering to parental iotbying, Yihile frarspareacy
and commuunications are impartant and necessary, the business of estaslishing a
funciional opersling tudget has gol to Be based LpGH BeonchIig pfncipies by folks
with the groper expertise, not time wasting, emotional dezate striving for unattainabie
parental consensus. The goal is to Keep aur schools operating within their means and
concenirating en needs, not wants.

Frank G. Dalimontie
Ay Arbor
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VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION
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TIC GRADE LEVEL MEETING
(MONIQUE)
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