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MEMORANDUM 

To: 
From: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Board of Education Trustees 
Todd Roberts ~ 
November 13, 2009 
Information Update 

Todd Roberts, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of Schools 
robertst@aaps.k12.mi.us 

We have an Executive Session scheduled for 5:30pm on Wednesday prior to the regular 
Board meeting. The purpose of the executive session is for two reasons; Superintendent 
Evaluation and Negotiations. Ideally we will cover the Negotiations part of the session 
first. I will be sending the update on my goals to you on Monday so that you will have 
it prior to Wednesday. 

If you have any questions let me know. 

2008-09 Financial Audit Report 

Included in your packet is a copy of the FY 2009 audit report from Plante Moran. This 
report was briefed by the Performance Committee earlier this week. The folks from 
Plante Moran will be at Wednesday's meeting to present the report. 

Curriculum Recommendation for Reproductive Health 

The Sexual Health Education Advisory Committee (SHEAC) will be presenting a 
recommendation for two textbooks supplements related to our Reproductive Health 
Curriculum. The two additions are "Healthy Relationships and Sexuality" and 
HIV / AIDS. These materials were briefed by the Planning Committee earlier this week. 

Also included in the briefing on the Michigan Model for Health. This program is 
currently being used by over 90% of Michigan Public Schools along with many private 
schools. The materials also include the Healthy and Responsible relationships 
curriculum. 

Members from SHEAC will be at the meeting to present the information. 

Great Start Readiness Program (GSRP) Funding 

On the agenda for Wednesday's meeting for special briefing is the acceptance of the 
GSRP funding for this school year. AAPS will receive $204,000 for 2009-10 to help fund 
our preschool program for eligible students. Michelle Pogliano, assistant principal at the 
Preschool will be at the meeting to present the information. 



Pioneer Renovations Bids 

Included on Wednesday's agenda is a first briefing for part of the renovations occurring 
at Pioneer to the space where Rec and Ed will be housed. This item was briefed by the 
Planning Committee earlier this week. 

State Budget Update 

There is not much new to report from the state. At this point we are still waiting to see 
what action the Senate will take regarding the House's plan regarding this year's 
funding for education. As you recall, AAPS was looking at a $525 per pupil loss in 
funding (approximately 8.7 million dollars) this year. The House then put forward a 
plan to restore $117 per pupil and half of the 20j funds (which is about $116 per pupil for 
AAPS) that were cut. If the Senate were to approve the House plan we would lose 
approximately $292 per pupil (approximately $4.8 million) this year. The governor has 
said that she will sign the House plan if approved by the Senate. The Senate, however, 
seems at this point unlikely to support the House plan. I expect that we will have a 
better idea of what our funding will be by next Friday when the full proration order is 
supposed to go into effect. 

We have a study session scheduled for December 3rd regarding the budget and budget 
planning. We will discuss plans to address this year's budget shortfall along with the 
planning process for developing the 2010-2011 budget and longer range planning based 
on what will likely be continued funding stresses. 

If you have any questions let me know. 
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Jan Mackenzie 

CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE AWARD 

11118/2009 Board Meetin~ 

Counselor 

INNOV A TIoNlJ CUSTOMER SERVICE:~ 
Nominated by: Toni Burton, Janae Townsend ,co-workers 

Slauson 

Nomination: Announced by: _D_e_b_M_e_x_ic_o_tt_e ____________ _ 
As employees we all experience challenges and loss in our personal and professional lives. For 
Jan Mackenzie offering the support and love that her students and colleagues need always comes 
first. For this reason Jan Mackenzie is being nominated for recognition of the outstanding 
customer service she offers to her school community. 

Her work touches both students and adults in her building. It is not unusual to find Jan's 
appointment clipboard filled with the names of both students and staff in need of her sympathetic 
ear. She is never too busy to listen, smile, or cry with anyone who comes to her door. 

Jan's wisdom comes through, as she knows exactly when to insert a reflective question, witty 
observation, or supportive comment. Jan has witnessed many tough situations in her years with 
the district and has demonstrated her care in a time of crisis. 

This past summer a Slauson family was faced with the unthinkable as they cared for their 
terminally ill daughter. In the early stages of Emma's battle with leukemia there were times 
when she could not make it to school. Jan organized a lunch group to allow Emma's friends to 
share lunch with her via Skype. Jan also facilitated other gatherings outside of school with 
Emma's friends. For the eighth grade trip, Jan made sure Emma was a part of the annual trek to 
Chicago, using Skype as the medium for communication. 

Jan made sure to keep all of Emma's extended school family up to date on her condition as she 
battled leukemia. Jan served as a strong support for Emma's parents throughout this difficult 
time. She was by their side as the family said goodbye. With grace and poise beyond her years Jan 
presided over an overflowing room as many gathered to remember a sweet, smart, student, 
daughter, and friend. 

Even now she continues to extend her support as they cope with their loss. Eighth grade is the 
busiest time for a counselor as they prepare for one group to leave and another group to enter. 
Jan maintained her yearly duties while caring for this Slauson family with her ever-present wit 
and humor. 

Emma's passing was a profound loss for the Slauson and Rubenstein family. Despite the toll that 
caring for a loved one battling cancer can take on the mind, body, and spirit of the caregivers Jan 
continues to demonstrate an extraordinary level of enthusiasm and care to the sixth grade class. 
For this and so many more reasons Jan Mackenzie, counselor extraordinaire, epitomizes the 
word love. 
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~A~N~N~A~R~B~O~R~P~U~B~L~IC~S~C_H_O_O_LS ________________ ~ _________ ~~ ______ __ 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of October 28, 2009 ----1~ DRAFT 
DISTRICT LIBRARY MINUTES 
CALL TO ORDER 
7:03 pm 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Led by Vice President Patalan 

ROLL CALL 
Present - Trustees Hollier, Mexicotte (President), Nelson (Secretary), Patalan (Vice President) 
Absent - Trustees Baskett, Friedman (Treasurer), Gates-Bryant 
Administration Attending: Simpson, Trent, Allen, Osinski (Recorder) 
Others Attending - Dave Szczygiel, Stephen Schaffer 

INTRODUCTION OF NON-VOTING MEMBER AT THE TABLE 
President Mexicotte introduced Dr. Todd Roberts, Superintendent of Schools. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Approved by consent. 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 
• Kathy Robenault requested the consideration to use sinking fund dollars to update athletic 

facilities. 
• Mark Quigley requested an investigation of Great Lakes Environmental vehicle maintenance 

practices and also spoke against the WISD millage. 
• Ted Annis spoke against the millage. 
• Niki Warner spoke against the millage. 
• Kathy Griswold spoke against the millage and requested the district work toward a 

sustainable model for education. 

REPORTS 
Youth Senate - reported on the WlSD millage and the possible impact on high school students. 

Black Parent Student Support Group - reported on 10/27 meeting discussion of new 
graduation requirements and its impact on first year students; African American student 
achievement with a goal to address success for a" students. Meetings are scheduled 4th 

Tuesday of each month. 

Ann Arbor Parent Advisory Committee - reported on Disability Awareness Workshops 
scheduled at various elementary schools. Workshops are being planned for parents and 
families, staff and Board Trustees. Encouraged voting in support of the WISD millage on 
November 3. 

Parent Teacher Organization Council - reported on successful launch party where donations 
were collected for Food Gatherers. Discussed PTO challenges, celebrating diversity and 
volunteer partiCipation. Next meeting is 11/16 @ 7pm - Balas Main Conference Room. All are 
welcome. 

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Planning - November 3rd meeting to be rescheduled due to election. 
Performance - Next meeting is November 9 at 6:00 pm. All are welcome to attend. 
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of October 28, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

INFORMATION 
David Szczygiel and Stephen Schaffer presented an informative Powerpoint of the Science and 
Environmental Education programs. Students in all grade levels receive a wide variety of 
experiences through both of these programs and they have been adapted to enhance the 
district's curriculum for many years. Also, Randy Trent presented an update of the district's 
environmental practices. Mr. Trent noted that we have saved about $5million just in the last 5 
years. 

FIRST BRIEFING 
None 

SECOND BRIEFING - scheduled for approval at this meeting 
09-033 Integrated Pest Management Services - no further discussion. 
09-034 Environmental Consulting Services - no further discussion. 
09-035 Asbestos and Lead Based Paint Abatement Services - no further discussion. 
09-036 Pediatric Therapy Associates - no further discussion. 

ACTION - CONSENT AGENDA - scheduled for approval at this meeting 
09-033 Integrated Pest Management Services 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier moved to approve Griffin Pest Solution. 
Inc. to perform various integrated pest management services on an as-needed basis for the Ann 
Arbor Public Schools from December 1. 2009 through September 30. 2011. On roll call vote. 
the motion carried 4-0: Trustees Baskett. Friedman and Gates-Bryant absent. 

09-034 Environmental Consulting Services 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier. moved to approve EKS Environmental 
Consultants and TEC t perform various environmental environmental consulting services on an 
as-needed basis for the Ann Arbor Public Schools from December 1. 2009 through September 
30. 2011. On roll call vote. the motion carried 4-0: Trustees Baskett. Friedman and Gates­
Bryant absent. 

09-035 Asbestos and Lead Based Paint Abatement Services 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier. moved to approve Great Lakes 
Environmental. Inc. to perform various abatement services on an as-needed basis for the Ann 
Arbor Public Schools from December 1. 2009 through September 30. 2011. On roll call vote. the 
motion carried 4-0: Trustees Baskett. Friedman and Gates-Bryant absent. 

09-036 Pediatric Therapy Associates 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier. moved to approve contracts to Pediatric 
Therapy Associates for the 2009-10 school year in the amount of $621.600. On roll call vote. 
the motion carried 4-0: Trustees Baskett. Friedman and Gates-Bryant absent. 

Approved minutes of the 10/14/09 Regular Meeting 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier. moved to the minutes of the 10114/09 
Regular Meeting. On roll call vote. the motion carried 4-0: Trustees Baskett. Friedman and 
GateS-Bryant absent. 
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of October 28, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

Gift Offers 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Hollier. moved to accept the gift offers as 
presented. On roll call vote. the motion carried 4-0: Trustees Baskett. Friedman and Gates­
Bryant absent. 

ACTION - BOARD ITEMS 
Motion to hold an Executive Session on November 18, 2009 for the purpose of an informal 
evaluation of the Superintendent. 
Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Nelson moved to hold an Executive Session of 
the board on November 18. 2009 at 5:30 pm at the District Library for the purpose of 
superintendent evaluation. On roll call vote. the motion carried 4-0: Trustees Baskett. Friedman 
and Gates-Bryant absent. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 
Dr. Roberts gave his report. 

ITEMS FOR AGENDA PLANNING 
Patalan reminded the community that the superintendent is evaluated 3 times each year. He 
will provide board with material for review prior to the November 18th meeting. 

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD 
Trustee Hollier reminded the community that the election to approve a millage to support 
county-side districts is this Tuesday. He works for a state representative and fields calls from 
citizens angry about loss of funding to their school districts. Most districts do not have any 
opportunity to do what we're able to do with a millage. He noted that no Board would be a 
responsible steward of money and allow their "ship" to sink. 

Trustee Nelson noted that in order for our students to be prepared, they need the best 
education possible. We won't be able to do that if the millage fails. Good schools are good for 
the community. If these cuts are retained, our per pupil funding will be lower than 2002-03 
levels. The Millage is essential. He urges everyone to vote yes on the millage proposal. 
Thanked the scores of people who are working so hard on this millage. 

Trustee Patalan recently talked to someone wanting to move to Ann Arbor, knowing something 
was special about it. Doing the right thing always costs a little more. Encourages us to vote 
yes. Get correct information and make an informed vote on Nov. 3 

Trustee Mexicotte noted that the district has made cuts since she's been on the board. We 
have reorganized and consolidated and cut and shifted monies to bring efficiencies, even 
though we have been required to do more. We have continued work on equity issues, have 
recovered tax money that was due to us. We have cut $6 million every single year. She 
disputed the information about the district that was presented during public commentary. The 
decision to go out for a county-wide millage was a decision by the 9 districts in the county. They 
came together to find a way to maintain our excellence. If the community thinks that the current 
Board are being poor stewards of the money, then bring forward candidates to replace them. 
Students should not be punished. 

ADJOURNMENT 

8:39 pm 
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Superintendents express anger about stat~ cuts 
Continues from Al 

~l!n'11 mlJch money 
is enough? 

No reallneasures exist 
ShOWll1g how much money is 
needed to provide a quality 
education for students, local 
administrators say. 

Hmv much money they cur­
rently get varies from district 
to district based on the state's 
per-pupil foundation grants. 

Washtenaw County super­
intendents cA--pressed anger 
last week at cuts made by 
Gov. jennifer Granholm that 
have the potential to cripple 
their finances. 

One is a line item called 20j 

that was eliminated early last 
"veek; it provided extra money 
to several districts across the 
state, including Ann Arbor. 

On the heels of that, 
Granholm took $127 per student 
3\Vay from districts Thursday 
- on top of a $165 per pupil cut 
passed earlier this month. 

District officials say the 
rl1 to.: :H-e corning wi.th little 

At AnnArbor.com 
» See a compilation 

of data by those 
supporting millage and 

those 
opposing it. 

» See the pay-raise 
history for school­
employee unions by 

district. 
» Read statements 

from business leaders, 
politicians and parents 

on the millage, 

warning and often in the 
middle of the school year, 
making it nearly impossible 
for district to cover the losses. 

Take Chelsea, a district 
scheduled to end the year near­
ly $1.3 million in the red. 11,e 
$292 in combined cuts will add 

another $800,000 in budget 
shortfalls to the district's $25 
million annual budget, Super­
intendent Dave Killips said. 

Killips said the state per­
pupil losses can't be made 
up with fund equity or the 
savings account fund, which 
has about $5 million in it. The 
district must have 18 percent 
of its budget in savings to 
help with cash flow during 
the months when state checks 
don't come. 

Washtenaw County school 
officials argue they can't keep 
cutting money out of their 
budgets. TI,ey say they're fac­
ing a structural deficit, and the 
only way to solve it is to cut 
and increase revenues at the 
same time. 

Already got enough 
money? 

Parent Karie McMillan 
doesn't think the schools need 
luore money, especially Ann 
Arbor, where her children 
attend. 

She thinks teachers, who 

have an average salary of 
more than $70,000 a year, 
make too much lnonev. She 
doesn't helieve the di~trict 
does a good job of spend­
ing the money it has in the 
right places, especially in the 
classroom. 

According to the state, 
Washtenaw County's 10 

traditional school districts 
spent, on average, just over 
$5,000 of the nearly $11,000 
they got for each student on 
instruction. 

That's less than half of a 
district's money - but Miller 
called it a misleading figure. 

He points out the state 
doesn't count several people 
in that figure, including the 
principal, secretary and 
some additional support 
teachers. 

Add those numbers in, 
and spending on instruction 
climbs to just over $7,000 per 
student on instruction. 

The remaining money 
goes toward aillninistration, 
operations, transportation and 
capital needs. 

"You can't tell me there's 
not waste in those budgets," 
said McMillan, who will vote 
no on the millage request. 
"They need to really look at 
everything they are spend-
ing money on, determine if it 
helps kids learn, and if not, cut 
it out." 

/.\ murky future 
IT the millage request 

passes Nov. 3, school district 
officials across \Vashtenaw 
County will breathe a huge 
sigh of relief. 

The districts would start 
to get money from the ta.\: in 
late ·winter or early spring, and 
the current revenue short­
falls would be covered in all 
districts. 

But even if it passes, district 
officials sav their finances 
could rem~in rockv: 

That's because some are 
forecasting another $400- to 
$6oo-per-pupil cut in state 
funding next school year. 
Local school districts such as 
Ypsilanti and Willow Rem, al-

I 

ready ru~g budget del1cits, 
could fInCl themselves unable 
to absorH that blow. 

And if\the millage fails, 
there's nc, doubt cuts i,~;ill 
need to b:e made. 

Killips isaid Chelsea could 
close an ~lementarv school, 
cut high s,chool atl,jetics, lay 
off 1') teachers and sei,-eral 
acirrlinistl1ators, and still not 
likely cov:er the entire 52.1 mil­
lion shorlifall. 

"It's not going to be a super­
intendent!decision, or cycn a 
school bo~rd decision," he said. 

"\Ve're!going to have to go 
to the corrmunity and have 
some toutfb discussions about 
what eX39tly they '.vant to 
keep. ,Ve lust added all-day 
kindergarten, but kinder­
garten is tl1e only grade not 
~andatedl by th~ state. Do i,ve 
keep kindF,rgarten? Every­
thing wOllild have to be on the 
table." i 

David Jesse covers K-12 
education1or AnnArbor.com. 
He can be rellched at 
davidjesse~ann(lrbor.com or 
at 734-623f534. 

, 
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Malt Kranel' 
Presid!:mt 

&CEO 

Laurel Champion 
Executive 

Vice President 

Tony Dealing 
CI,lefCotltent 

Officer 

Mary Cullen Guttman 
Community 

Member 

Voice your own opinion at l\;:,IlA! IJr .• ( Com/n('\'-is ..... (.lllIiG!! 

Enhancement Inillage 
la«:I(5 plan to make 
schools stronger 

1'""'1' here are not many issues And we understand that it's 
pe(>ple are mQfe ras~ionate . going to take mNE' than a year 
about than public eJuca~ Dr hvo (or schools to transform 

tiUlI, and without question, our themselves into ~1St century 
schools are at i'isle educational institutions that can 

The \\J.y we fund schools in . thrive in the economic realities 
lvlichigan is broken, 3!ld although that all industries face today. 
this is ~ statewide problem, Lr1U~ A mme modest request, over a 
sing has (lliled to fb: it. shorter period, would be a reasoD~ 

Thus, ~vt' see smaller, struggling able 'I,'itlly to help schools through 
disrrkts like Ypsilanti and Willo"" this needed transition. 
Run twnbling into i.nsolvency, and But that's not ,\that's on the baJ-

morc aD1uent communities ,'\fith lot. Instead, ta.'qlayers are being 
stellar schuols, such as Ann Arbor asked for a hefty millage increase 
and Saline, being battered by a that seems more aimed at prop-
storm of 111nding cuts that \vill ping local districts up in their 
only get more severe. current form. 

The .1n~'wer, lllCill school dis- This request for another:2 mills 
trkts hope, is a request on the - which would add $~50 a year 
Nov. :: ballot for a countyv.-'i.de to the ta."l: bill of someone who 
schn{ll enhancement millage that ov,rns a $25°,000 home - is more 
w(lwd generate ~30 million n year than many Washten:l\\' County 
over the ne."l:t five years. residents can afford in· these hard 

But this request, rather than gal~ economic times. 
v:mizing the comnnmity .:u:ound Ann Arbor, in particular, has 
our st.:hools, has divided people, a history of strong support 
and even advot.:ates acknO\'\"ledge for schools. and there may be 
a big tn.;:: increase is a tough selL enough votes in the city to carry 

This much we all should be this proposaL re!,;ardless of hl1w 
able to agree on: Quality educa· the vote goes e!sev,here across 
tion is essential to our future, and the county. 
given the high level of stud~nt If 50, schools will be spared the 
3.chievem~nt in many of our local brunt of the budget trauma that's 
districts, it ........ ould be tragic to let coming othervdse. But they also 
our schools deteriorate into some~ may be srured hard decisions on 
thing mediocre or worse. such issues as pension and health 

Given 'what's at stake, we wish C;ll'e costs, 01' :.t hard look at levels 
we tOLud join thost' \vho support of spending not going directly to 

thb j,allot prnpos;u, but we can't instruction, or:l healthy examina-
endorse it in its CloUTent form. We tion of districts elsewhere that 
think it asks too much money axe g..etting good resulls at lower 
for too many yc,'rs, without an spending levels, or the urgency of 
a,:cIlmpanying: plan for struc- finding more savings by ('onsoli~ 
tural chanses needed to make our dating: services. 
schools stronger, more efficient This milla.~e request ,yould help 
~d more successful in the long public schools get by for another 
run. five years - only. we suspect, to 

This is, ultjm<l.teh~ nor ::w "ell- [md themsdves back in the same 
hnncement" millag~. It's n status predicament when the millage 
quo millag:e that would help shel- money runs out. That's a steep 
ter districts from the funding cuts price to ask of ta.\,''Payers for what 
that ~u'e buffeting them. feels like a short-term solution at 

\Ve see why th.:l.t is attractive to best. 
lllillage supporters a.t ~ time when Editor's note: Alberr Beni;:, iJ 

:l districllike iUlil Arbor projects community member WilD joined our 
it could lose marc th..1Il $16 millil)fl Editorial Board in Seprember, lJas 
in funding over tills school year become a \'(lcalllpponl'1I1 of the 
and ne::...1:. schoul enilanc"nnenlmiHuge, and 

\Ve don't want to see the finan~ ugrcl'd lust week tu resign )rnm uur 
ciaJ rug pulled out from under our board. FIe \\'tl.~ not involved in our 
schoob. Jt:iibcn.ltiol1S 011 !illS issw~. 

Comml.lnityForum 
letters from our readers 

Tax increases like death 
by a thousand cuts 

Tb2nk J;oodn~ss for Mr. Seelig and the 
Washtenaw County Rept!blican Party (''Not 
the time for ta:1: increase in county," Oct. 18, 
W09) 

Now I thint Ne"t Gingricl11oWI!1'<:'d the 
bar (or p.trtr poliLics oyt'rpublic illterest 
to the lowest Ie ... e! possible but 50meonc 
needs to dlallenge the fe2.l-monl,l;ering ,,[ 
the S<.:hOlll districts. unions. and politicians 
ill their que~t to maintain their ek~';l,ted 
rwancia! t!xpect:l.tioIlS at the c:<+",cnse ofbo­
mcowners '\'ith a seemlng.ly endless stream 
of t:lX im:re:llies. Some of which are not even 
voteJ on1111t implemenLed at leadelship dis· 
L,E'\lon ilIld just show up on my tax bill. 

Where does the manipulation of the 
public end? The strategizing of issues on 
the ballet, the timing and placement of t:t."{ 
proposals designed to confuse or prey upon 
the publks' good will "ith the manipulation 
lind surgical use of facts ro support their 
la.'\ incrl:!ases. It's like suffering a dl:!J.th by a 
thous;md small elltS. ea..:h insignitlcant but 
together yet)' deadly. 

Aud why aten't the charter 'Scho\Jls cr)'~ 
ingin theirmilk?Obreah. therdon'l have 
unions, pensions, bl;iYouts, tenure. or bloated 
administrative CL'stS. h it realh;:l11 about the -
kids Of is self preservation and maintaining 
status quo thl:! motivating factor in these 
marupulali.ye pleas for increased fundsi' 

Frank G. Daliw.onte, Ann Arbor 

doesn't speak 
Republicans 

1 dis.agree with Wyckham Seelig's com· 
ments con.:ernlng a tax increase for schools. 

lf he opposes a mileage illcreilse that is Jl1S 
prerogative but don't hj.de behind the Washt­
euaw County Republican I'art}' rog unless 
rou have polled each oue of us individually, 
Had you and your cohorts done something 
while i.u Lansing this situation would not 
exist. 

I helieve the ouly,~· our schools "ill 
continue to prosper in this l"tlrrent en";ron~ 
ment is through a ruileagl:! increase. I h~\\"e 
!i\'ed ill Ann Arbor for 45 years and have 
\'otl:!d for every school mileage that was 
presented. There is no greater gift we can 
b';'ye a yotmg student than an opportunity to 
receive a glJod educ .. rion. 

-l\.Ja.\' M. Ziegler, Alln Arbor 

Support education and 
keep America strong 

I W.15 appalled, saddeo.ed. and disgusteJ 
that ,1 political party would promote the dew 
f('at Of;l SdlOol m.ilLlge. This is right after the 
American people provided big bucks to save 
the b:mking s~"Stem and corpomtl!' America. 

Does anyone know of a school system that 
is NOT prudent in making cuts as much as 
possiblt'? 'Wonderful teachers ilIe laid off, 
class sizes art! large, and extta programs 
,Ire cur. Are people a~":U:e tlmt the superin~ 
tendents and school boards emne together 
to prontot!;' this millage to save our scb.ool 
districts? 

Alllnvuies collected by the Intermedi· 
ate School District \'\-ill be rt'turned to local 
school districts commensurate with number 
of pupils. Currently three school districts of 
\V;c;bten3W Cl1tUlty ate oper3ting in the red 
and face bankruptcy. State monies will i.u all 
probability be cut for education. 

III m:r observation, it is lJnly as W~ pro· 
mute education that I .... e haye strong commu­
nities. Please vote for this millage. show our 
chilillen that we Jo support education for 
them and keep America strongl 

- 'sharleen A. Eis£'l1bciser ChdseC! 

Short·term tax 
increase? Buyer beware 

J rccejYf'd S0m~ ini0rlllation in th~ mail 
from Ypsilanti Township ftll!,afding a new 
tax Ill.i.J.Wge for politt' serd<.:e$. Out dtlcted 
olficials s;ty th:lt this will be i'tlf;1 period of 
fonr ','ears. BUYER BEWARE!! This wOllld be 
in ;1ddltioo to ANY new t.:L'{es tll..lt Lansing is 
goill!!tO implement Oil us.lansin.g ha~ g:ll;JJ'­
autl:'ed Ih,lIlhere wiU bl:' new ta:'{!'s/higher 
fees as part of the nl:'wbudget. 

\'oters/t::L'i:rarers, take a look at Yllur 
current t'ry. bill and yllW' l':1)"Check stuh (if 
"ou ,w: still worki.ng). look at the t[L,CS you 
aln'ilJy pay. Do you want 0f need (11' c ~ll you 

Read letters at AnnArhor.com 
More letters on the school 
enhancement millage are posted online 
at AnnArbor.com/news/opinion, 

Send us your Letters 10 Ihe Edilor 
AnnArbor.com accepts traditional 
letters to the editor for our Sunday 
print edition, but because of hmited 
space we will only be able to publish 
a few each week. More are avaiJable 
online at AnnArbor.com/news/opinion. 
letters can be emailed to letters@ 
annarbor.com or mailed to letter 
to the editor, AnnArbor.com, 301 E, 
Uberty St., Suite 700, Ann Arbor, MI 
48104. 

affurd another n~w ta.,,? Is this new four·year 
in" going tll btc' fllt four years only. I)r is il 
going L(I be renewable in four years? H15~ 
tory tells us that renewable t:ues are almost 
alW<1Y's rene"ed. If th.1t is the GISt', tiris new 
rOl1r·y~ Lax would bE' a pemlUfl<'nt ta., 
added to ,·our bill. 

Can Ypsilanti Townsh.ip electeu officials 
guarantee the \"(ller/taxpayer that they will 
nOt come back in four vears to ask for a re­
new:lr.lt: vo~e? If apprcn'l'.d, can Ihis I1('W ta..\ 
be p.UJ in \\'et'ld~" inS{<lllmems .15 is outlined 
i.u th", inf(1I!llation pamphlet that was mailed 
taus? 

Vote n(1 for thisn .. w ta.."(mi.lL.lge/ta."(in. 
crease fL'r pulice serl'ices. 

- KeIUl}, D~mpkh. Ypsilanti 

Solving education crisis 
takes more than money 

I agl'ee 'willi l'dul Krugman's premise that 
Ameriom!: need to be more educated but not 
willi hL~ premise th~t we need to thrOlvmore 
mOlle" at it. (See his Ne\\' YOlk Times edito~ 
rial, "TIle uneduc,'lted American") 

M~' hhibit A is Krugman's editorial itself. 
Educnied renders would recognize that 
Krugman assumes t1wt spending more on 
educatk'n leads to b..rter reSUII$. But an,'I.me 
follO'wiI1!!- this subject knows that there has 
never been a stud,· that shows n correlation 
bem"Ccn ~ducation outcomes and spending. 

Parochial scboob are [nmollS for pro· 
dueing better educated students fOf lower 
Cllsts Voucher progr.JID.~, charter schools 
and home schoollilg- h:lve done very well 
compal'ed to higher"Cost public schuols in 
thesarue geographic area. 

nul being. educated i~ more thall how you 
score llllstlUld;rrdizecitesls.It is requires 
the .lbility to recognize a [abe argument. 
Paul.KJ.uglffiUl receh-ed his Nobel prize in 
economics for research he did yenrs ago on 
imerIUuional trade, But he ltSUally writes 
editorials on macwecunumk policy and 
sometimes. like Ihis one, un education His 
articles an~ kmg (1n a~sertion aud assumption 
and Shlln un substance. 

Paul Krugm:lll is 'U;dely puhlisbd by the 
New YUI'!;: Times and this newspaper. He has 
Illlllly admirers became he articulates points 
of ,"lew th:Jt they ~gree with. How can writ­
ing so void \,f analysis and content, based on 
innut:ndo and fabe asS1.tmptil1ns be 50 I\iddy 
admired? \Ve need beuer educated Ameri· 
cans, no doubt abollt it. 

- Edwin R. Clarke" Ann Arbor 

Main reasons for 
skyrocketing health care 
costs remain unsaid 

1 W:1S happy to be inforllled by our Dear 
Le3der that decades·loug health care cost 
increases have b~en cnused b)" the "consid· 
erable power or Ihe insurance companies." 
Thi$ was e:""PI<lilled to us simplc folk in the 
Sunday, Oct. 18 print edition of AnnArbol. 
rom. 

A let~ mln(1r itellili conveniently remained 
unsaid.hmvC'\'er. 

Nllwh ... re wert?' the lour main gowrnmcnt· 
caused and g{1\"ernment·maint:llned health 
care cost increases Jnt!ntioned: 

1. TIle refusal to reIlledy the tort sys~ 
tern which continually ,aus('s malpractice 
plemiums to increase natiom,;de. Perhaps 
if the much~m.iligned insur:lm:e c(1mpnnies 
had mad .. campaig,n contri1:>utions t?'qual to 
or !:Ie!.l!er th;;n the triall;lwy~r'~ bar they 
would not 1:oe considered a major Lattse of 
the incre ... ing cost:; inl.he industry. 

See MORE, Page Al7 
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STUDY TIME - Skyline High School student Libby Barber takes notes on one of the glass frames during a tour of historical markers in 
downtown Ann Arbor Thursday. Mark Bialek I for AnnArbor.com 

S~udents take to streets to learn history 
BY JANET MILLER 
For AnnArbor.com 

Skyline High School stu­
dents saw history come off the 
page and iota the streets this 
past week with the launch of 
a project that iotroduces them 

. to Ann Arbor's past. 
The students, numberiog 

about 200 and divided iota 
small groups, participated 
io one of 10 different walk­
iog tours Thursday morniog 
that stopped at the three­
dimensional transparent 
glass frames and wall panels 
iostalled on buildiogs around 
the city. 

The students learned about 
Ann Arbor founders Elisha 
Rumsey and John Allen, who 
each used ill-gotten gaias to 
buy land to establish the city. 

And about Mary Foster, 
who io 1876 became the city's 
flrst female lawyer and only 
the 14th io the nation. And 
about the Luick brothers, who 
donated land next to what is 
now Kerrytown and is used as 
a fanner's market. 

While the Downtown 
Ann Arbor Historical Street 

decided it was time to make 
sure they are seen. 

'We didn't want to just put 
history on the street," said Ray 
Detter, one of the organizers. 
'We waoted to activate the ex­
hibit, to get people iovolved. 
One of the best ways to do 
that was to iotegrate it ioto 
the school system." 

Skylioe was a natural place 
to start, he said, because it 
was new aod open to makiog 
the tour part of its curriculum. 

Skylioe teachers developed 
teaching plans around the 
tour, Detter said, that spanned 
all of this week. 

':As a new school, we're try­
iog to establish relationships 
with busioesses and organiza­
tions," said Sean McBrady, 
Skylioe history teacher. ':And 
this fits io well because we are 
teaching about techoological, 
political, education and social 
changes." 

The tours gave a local look 
at several broad themes: 

» Immigration: While 
transplanted New Yorkers aod 
New Englanders first settled 
here, iounigrants followed. 
Germaos were first, followed 
- - . - -

of town, providiog lumber, 
marble, farm implements and 
more. 

» Industrialization: Power 
came from the Argo dam. But 
Ann Arbor has never been an 
iodustrial powerhouse. That 
was left to Ypsilanti 

Susao Nenadic, volunteer 
tour guide .and retired Salioe 
School District teacher, led a 
group of students around the 
old Fourth Ward, coveririg a· 
geographic area that spanned 
the area from the Washt­
enaw County Courthouse to 
Ziogerman's Delicatessen. 

Her students learned: 
» The buildiog that now 

houses the Ann Arbor Ob­
serveds the second-oldest 
commercial buildiog io the 
city and has hosted busioesses 
rangiog from farm implement 
seller to underwear maker. 

» The Fourth Avenue 
Birkenstock store is io a build­
iog that was home to the city's 
first Dunbar Community 
Center, a string of community 
centers around the nation that 
offered lodgiog and services 
to the African-American com­
munity and were named after 

is patched. 
» Ann Arbor wanted to be 

named the state's capital. As 
a consolation prize, it got the 
University of Michigao. 

The Downtown Ann Arbor 
Historical Street Exhibit Pro­
gram has overseen iostallation 
of 20 transparent giass frames 
and almost 50 wall plaques 
that detail, through words and 
pictures; Ann Arbor's history. 

While the city owns the ex­
hibits, private money has paid 
for most of the project, Detter 
said. He hopes the project will 
eventually expand to all of the 
city's high schools. The street 
exhibit program has won 
manyawards. 

One more frame ,viii be 
iostalled at the University of 
Michigan Student Union to 
mark where President John 
Kennedy announced plans 
for the Peace Corps. About 
10 more wall images are also 
planned, Detter said. 

Skylioe sophomore Chris­
tian Lewis said he learned 
things he didn't know about 
the city, iocluding the fact that 
the Kerrytown neighborhood 
escaped the wreckiIlg. ball io 
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Sharman Spieser helping improve lives 

Monday, October 26, 2009 

By Sara Waisanen, Special Writer 

Every day in Ann Arbor people from at least 10 different countries learn how to speak English as a second language. In 

classrooms at Stone Alternative High School and in classrooms at the Malletts Creek branch of the AnnArbor Public 

Library, students learn how to do fractions and study five subjects in preparation for the General Educational 

Development diplomas. Inmates at Washtenaw County Jail also have the opportunity to earn their GED. 

Sharman Spieser, director of adult education for Ann Arbor Public Schools and district liaison with Washtenaw 

Intermediate School District Education Project for Homeless Youth, works to make these programs available. 

As the director, Spieser works on writing grants to keep the adult education programs funded. She designs, implements 

and maintains these programs so students can receive their GED and learn English as a second language. 

As a liaison for the homeless, Spieser spends her days assessing needs, being an advocate and providing services for 

those who face challenges while they try to get their education. Spieser works to provide school supplies, clothing, 

transportation and school related expenses for students and families who need it. 

"Everybody's child's education is the most important thing to them," Spieser said. "They want their child to be cared for." 

Spieser works to ensure students are taken care of and to get the education they need. She insists that she doesn't 

work any harder than any other administrator who takes their job seriously. 

"I like to work and serve for people who've been abandoned by our society. That's what I'm passionate about," she said. 

An important aspect of Spieser's life is being an anti-racist educator. 

She created the Ann Arbor Public Schools Adult Education Collaborating Council last year. The council meets once a 

month to discuss how to be more effective serving black young adults. 

"It's a whole aspect of my life," she said. 

Spieser graduated from Michigan State University in 1974 with a degree in communications with a teaching certificate. 

After graduating, she worked for Upward Bound, a program that serves high school students from low-income families 

and high school students in which neither parent has a bachelor's degree, according to Upward Bound's Web site. 

"It was a totally exciting way for me to start my career," she said. 

11112/092:09 PM 
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Around that time, Spieser was facing some challenges in her family life. Both of her parents had handicaps -- her father 

suffered from alcoholism and her mother had mental illness. Her dad died and Spieser got custody of her two brothers, 

John and David, who were 10 and 11 years younger than her. 

"I had a Murphy bed and all of a sudden I had two younger boys," she said. 

During that time, Spieser's boss at Upward Bound encouraged her. 

"We recreated our family," she said. 

Spieser left Upward Bound and started working at the University of Michigan in affirmative action. She handled 

complaints and worked with women's groups. Spieser did that for five years. She said that job was difficult for her 

because she dealt with sexual harassment. 

"People feel that you're listening and you're taking them seriously," she said. "That's giving them something." 

Spieser worked at Tappan Middle School as a community education coordinator for six years. She became the adult 

education coordinator for Romulus school system, running the GED program for 11 years. 

"Every job I've had, I've loved," she said. 

In 2007 Spieser became the principal at Stone Alternative High School. During the time she was interviewing for the 

position she was going through a personal transition. She was in the process of leaving her marriage of 23 years. 

"It was a really wild year," she said. "I think I'm a very brave person. I follow my heart." 

Spieser has a 22-year-old son named Nate, who is a graduate student studying orchestral performance at Carnegie 

Mellon in Pittsburg. 

Spieser was the principal at Stone for one year. She said the job wasn't what she thought it would be. Since then, she's 

been the director of adult education for Ann Arbor Public Schools and recently has been the liaison for homeless youth. 

"You just do the best you can," Spieser said about the work she does. "You can never do enough." 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/10/26/Iife/doc4ae33899b367a764006436.prt 
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. . LANSING - Fifteen years 
ago, Michigan changed the way 
it pays for public education, 
switchingfroIlllocalproperty 
taxes to a mix of sales and . 
property taxes, lottery revenue 
and other money. 

Now, with cuts of nearly' 
$30'oper student looming and 
some districts It;>0kingat losmg 
aSJnuch as $600 per student, 
thi.riktanks;business groups 
and education advocates are 
calling for lmildng again atthe 
'Yay MichigaIl pays for public 
schools. . 

"'Theredllctionillsdiool the House and Senate: f(;ially didn't ni~tter.SGhool 
revenues is really a product \ 'the cuts would have been revenues hav~dropped during 
of the economy tanking," says . even worse if the state didn't Michigan'slengiliyeconomic 
former state Rep. Lynn Jondahl, have $450 million in federal downturn; so any tax structure 
who was the Democratic stimulus money to draw on for would have ultimately cracked .. 
House Taxation Conunittee schools.·Thefederal dollars So what's the solution? It 
chairrrianwhenProposal A saved schools from another . depends on whomy'ot~ ask. 
pass~d, .. fI~'snow working with $280~per-student decrease this TIle Legislatiye COJ:nmis-
the#t;>up, ABetter Michigan schoolyear. . • . ..•.. ..... .... sion on. Gqverprnent Efficiency .. 
FuJilre, to get the state'sfinanc- The size ofthe hole will be recentIysuggested giVing the 
es' ona IIlore stC!?le footing. worse next year' when the state state supertiJtendent the power 

"We're in deep trouble a willhaveJar lessfederal stimU" .. to consolidate school districts 
year from now without the Ius moneytoj""lil it .. Ihat has a. orilltermediateschoor districts 
stimulus money,".he says. varieJy of interests looking at if at least5percentsavings can 

'Schools are scrambling to . .vvaysto "change howschools be shown. . ..•............ ' " ........•..•.. 
a?~orb.cutsbeing imposed on are funded. A variety of think t<tnl<s 
them this month; Total cuts ill More thanathird ofthe have SU&gestedffialdIlg.school 
the public education budget almost $13 billioll scliool aid~mployeespaYlll()refor health 
total$292I>,erstudenti' budget now~olllesfromthe . care; or lowetingheaIth~care 

That's not even counting the state's.(}p~rcli,!J1ts<Uestax. b~nefits,possiblybyinduding 
$52 milliori DemocraticGov. RoughlYaIlgthli,!r'thh:d comes themin a pool covering. <Ul uni-
Jennifer Granholmvetoedfor frQmastate.edti~aj:i~mtax as- versity,puNic~ducation and 
wealthiersch()ol di~j:ricts that sessedonpropertyaIl.dincome stateC!Jldg()vernnient workers, 
get asmuc:h as $4,000 more per tax revenue. Business taxes ~s. D~mocratic House Speaker 
pupU th<tn ~shoolsgetting theaccountfor6perceI1t,bring-A.ndyDillon has stlggested. 
10westpe~~pupi1grants.. . ing insli~htl)"IIlorethan the. There); also been taIl<. of 

Thosesc:hooldistricts are lottery.reyenue:. $677 million. ghiingnewtea,ch:rsli;sspay, 
looking at decreases of as last school year - that goes to or switching themto a: defmed 
much as $600 per student. the selwol aid budget. contribution sysfem that 

LaWmakers could erase A smattering of minor taxes includes 401(k}srather than a 
soine of the cuts school - from the real estate trans- monthly pension in retirement. 
districts face. They have until fer ta.x to tobacco? liquor arid There's also the revenue 
N.OY.21 tocoIIl.(;) up witl1 Ulore caSillo vvagering .ta.xesc-make sid(;)~o be add~essed, as the 
revellUethat would~iase the up the rest.of theID.Oney raised state's structural deficit means 
$127.-per-studentcutGranholrn by the state to support schools. the funding willC6ntinue to . 
imposed last week because she Last school year $600 million shrink if no action is taken. 
says the school aid budget isn't in federal stimulus funds and $1 Onesuggestion is to place a 
balanced - a statement Senate billion in other federal spend- sales tax on at least some ser­
Republicans disJlute. ing rounded out the school aid vices, possibly after lowering 

LaWJ:rulkers also could over- bUdget. the overall sales tax rate ftom 6 
ride Grallholm's\retd of the J ondahl, who thought in percent to 5 percent. The state 
$52 milliOIl fodhewealthier 1994 thatincometax.revenue also could move from a fixed 
districts by then, although would be a more stable source nlcoine tax toagraduated one, 
that's a tougher task since it of money for schools than although that would have to be 
takes a 'two~thirds vote 1..'1 both sales tax, now says the decision approved by voters. 
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logan Elementary School students ho~d coin drive to 

benefit Food Gatherers 

Wednesday, November 4, 2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, Heritage Newspapers 

Let the face-off begin as Logan's lower elementary and upper elementary school students begin a two-week coin drive 

for Food Gatherers. 

"Logan has a tradition of contributing to United Way," says Hyeuo Park, a fifth-grade teacher at Logan Elementary 

School. 

He said Food Gathers is a good source to invest in, especially with winter coming and hunger becoming more prevalent. 

Simultaneously, Logan is working to become a "green" school and the coin canisters are decorated recycled hand-wipe 

containers. Once they have been reused, they will be recycled again. 

Park and second-grade teacher Kristi Krile got together and decided to issue a challenge to students, dividing them into 

upper elementary and lower elementary groups. 

If a lower elementary class -- students and staff in kindergarten through second grades -- collects more money, then 

Park will have to serve the class during a pizza party. 

If students in the upper elementary grades, those in third through fifth grades raise more money, then Krile will have to 

serve that class during a pizza party. 

"It all goes to a good cause, Food Gatherers," says Logan Principal Terra Webster. 

Logan students were called to a schoolwide assembly Oct. 28 to kick off the two-week event, which started Nov. 2 and 

concludes Nov. 13. 

Fifth-graders Cassie Ritter, who depicted the United Way, and Alec Durbin, who played hunger, "ducked it out," as Park 

explained that 50,000 in Washtenaw County go hungry every year. 

"Let's put our coins together and give hunger a knock-out blow," Parks told the children. 

Second-graders Griffin Parton and Hanna Paszkiewicz wasted no time putting together some strategies for their class. 

"We can give coins from our allowance," Hanna said. 

11/]21092:25 PM 
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"My mom finds coins in the parking lot all the time. Maybe she'll help us," Griffin said. 

Back in Krile's classroom after the assembly, students suggested looking under cushions in couches at home, bringing 

rolls of pennies they had saved and looking for coins on the ground. 

"But don't steal from your parents," one student warned. 

On Nov. 6, the firsl tally will be taken and updates will be provided to students throughout the two-week campaign. 

Students were sent home with fliers explaining the fund drive. 

"It's Upper EI VS. Lower EI in a duel of numismatic prowess for a chance at a pizza party for the top classes," the flier 

reads. 

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397) or at la!lmendinger@heritage.com. 

--_._---------
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KristiKrile and students Griffin Partol1,7, and Hanna Paszkiewicz, 7, dis­
a lower eiementary school vs. upper eiementary school· class challenge to 
for Food Gatherers. . 
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School board hears about Skyline§s ~green~ efforts 

Wednesday, November 4, 2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

Skyline High School's silver certification and the Ann Arbor Public School District's focus on the environment and conservation 

were two key points in a presentation to the Board of Education Oct. 28. 

"Skyline is the largest silver certified high school in the county and there is no larger school with a higher certification," said 

Randy Trent, executive director of physical properties. 

The certification Trent refers to is a Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design, or LEED, certification, which measures the 

"green" components of building and operational practices. 

In addition, Dave Szczygiel and Steve Schaffer, two teachers in the district, told the board that every child in the school district 

is exposed to environmental issues throughout their education. 

"I was really looking forward to this presentation," said Board Vice President Irene Patalan. 

"it's important for our students to be outside and breathe and appreciate the Earth," she added. 

Szczygiel and Schaffer walked the board through the district's environmental and conservation program, which begins in 

kindergarten when students learn how animals survive the winter. 

In each grade thereafter, a new element of the environment, including time in the district's planetarium and field trips, is 

introduced. 

Students visit a gravel pit, take field trips to the city's water treatment plant, and learn how to build a fire and cook a meal on it 

throughout their studies. 

Trent told the board that his energy budget has not increased since 1984 because his department continues to institute new 

energy savings programs each year. 

In 1984, when he began with the district, Trent said his utility budget was $5.4 million and it has remained flat as more and 

more savings are realized through environmental innovations. 

Green cleaning has been implemented that has reduced student and staff exposure to chemicals, as well. 

He said that in the 2007-08 year, 440,000 pounds of paper were recycled in the schools and seven buildings in the district have 

http://www.heritage.com/articles/ 2009 I III 04 I ann_arboUou rnall news I doc4aflcd6dcc82 b 196696992 .prt Page 1 of 2 
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green certificates, 

"There is a commitment from the elementary schools," he said, 

In addition, the district is using beet juice to break up ice, 

"I'm proud we are getting our students ready to be engaged in this, in these environmental issues," said board member Glenn 

Nelson, 

His sentiments were echoed by Patalan who said, "I'm glad we are using the classroom outside of our buildings and using them 

wisely," 

She said that by the time these students leave the district's schools, recycling with be "second nature, The earth needs their 

help and it's normal and it's what we do," 

Board President Deb Mexicotte recognized Trent's efforts, 

"We've saved millions of dollars and Randy (Trent) continues to find ways to save," she said, 

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877 -995-NEWS (6397) or at lallmendinger@heritage.com. 

U RL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/11/04/a n n_ a rbor ~ournal/news/doc4af1 cd6dcc82b196696992, prt 

© 2009 heritage, com, a Journal Register Property 

http://www.heritage.com/articles /2 009/11/04/ ann_arboUou rnal/ news/ doc4aflcd6dcc82 b 196696992 ,prt Page 2 of 2 



Layqffs,elimination otprbgrgrns,J)ther.possibilitiesunder.tonsioefation 
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'. j to.ponder the::neXt~tf,')ps. 

dallidjesse@arllflarbor.COlll . The snol'tanswer of what:s' , 
..' coming? Everythlrig th~' •. 

By late Weqnesday after- schools do,exceptthatwhkh 
nopn, Washtenaw County is manqatedbystatelaw, is on 
scllO,P19fficW$llapbegun to thethoppin~bl()ck. . . .. 

. get Dver .. what they fel(was . And . while.thafs the cliChe 
the shock ohoters handily. answer expected frmrrschool' 
ttu'llingdo:wn~ z-millc()uIlty-leadersin toughtPn~s; . \. . , . 
wid~.e~ancemeritin.illage school.offlcialswere insistent '. 
requ,est arid werebegfrming changes would be coming to. ! 

:j 

BY DAVID JESSE their distHots by the middle. 
ofthis'school y~ar. .'. .' '.. :" 
..When pressed, adminiSi:ra~'~ 
torsin.sevetal diStrktssaid 
those Cl:ianges c.ouldinduqe· , 
teadi~rlayoffs. However, '.' 
they hact:no .list.of cuts that' 
would be made and inade'no 
guarantees' of layoffs or<1l1Y: .' • 
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School hoar ~~~1,lpdate on 'green' efforts 
By LisaAllmendinger' . III Sf °p··1 anetarium and field trips, is . She . that by the timestil- . Board PresidentDeb 

In "'UU~LlVH, 
Steve t"",~h"rc·'l1 tIll> 

district, board thafevery 
child in the school district is 
exposed to enviJ:onmental issues 
throughout their education. 

"I was really looking forward 
. . to thi::;presentation,"said Board 
ViceI'resident Irene Patalano 

"It's important for our stu-
.. dentsto be outside and breathe 
andaJ.lp:reciatethe~;u:tll,':. sbe " 
add~d. i::«,'> , . 
. . Szczygiel and Schaffer walked 

. the board the district's 
emriroll1ITlen1talillld conserVation 

"",+,·",6 ·i" killder: 

artimaIs~urviv~ th~winter. 
In each grade thereafter, a new 

elemenfof the environment,' 
including th'TIe in the district's 

envir°mnentalinnovations .. ·. 
"Green" cleaning has been 

implemented, reducing students' 
and staff's exposure to chemicals, 
as well. 

He said that in the 2007·08 year, 
440,000 pounds of paperwere 
recycled in the schools, and seven 
buildings in the district have 
green certificates . 

"There is a col111l)itmerit from 
the elementary schools," he said . 

In addition,the .district is 
.,u,$irl~beet jUicetob~<$ up ice,. 
··.··."I)Ilproudwe·qr~gettingour 

students readytobijengaged in 
thiS --.- in these environmental 
issue~,"saidboard mel.Ilber 
GlennNelSon. . 

U\:;ll."'."''''V\:; thedistrict's schools, Mexicotterecognized Trent's 
recvclin~(will be second nature. . 





tendent·otYpsilanfiPuj)lic 
SchooK'!Withthe propof1:tl 
cuts that the state iscont~nu­
ally maldllg to our budgets, and 
85 to 90pel'cent.of ow fW1(is 
currently goin~ t?wardhUffian 

... resources, illcluding teacr.ers 
and.their sCllaril;s, it's hardt? 
find areas to cut and.the kids 
willdefinitely smferfrol1l this." 
. "Wewpuid have not CPID!') 
together and askedtheVpters 
for tnismillageiesp!,)ciallY in 
thesetpugh espn?mic tim,es, 
had we notbeen backed 

.. intoacorlier.anAneeded 
th!')se funds. to.hE)lpkeePQW 
schools running,"sai(i .... I 

Lincohr ConsoFdated Schools 
Superintendent Lynn Cleary. 



Washtenaw County schools begin 
t,hinking about mid-year bu,dget cuts 
following millage failure 
Posted: 8:55 ,a,m., Nov,amber 5, 2009 134 Comments. Comment Now 

By late Wednesday afternoon,. Washtenaw County school offidal'S had begun to get 
ave'f what they feft was the shock of voters handily turning down a 2-mill countywide 
en hancement mil tage request and were beginning to ponder the next steps. 

The short answer of what's coming? Everything the schools do, except that which is 
mandated by state law,. is on the chopping block. 

And while that's the clich~ answer expected from schoof leader,s in tough times, school 
affic:1als were insistent changes would be coming to their distrfcts by the middle of this 
schoo year. 

When pressed,. administrators in several dismcts, said those chang\9S could inctude 
teacher I;ayoffs. However, they made no guarantees of layoffs or any other cuts. 

'We're going to sft down and provide a price tag t.o everything we do," said Ann Arbor 
schoof board President Deb Mexicolie. "There's a money price tag. and there's also an 
affect plice tag. 

"There are times when you can cut $100,000, and rl doesn't feel like $100,000, Then 
there's times when you cut $100,000, and ft feels like you just cut $500,000." 

Layoffs, elimination of programs and lots of other possibmties are being conSidered, 
said Chelsea Superintendent Dave Kittips. 

"Everything rs on the table," he said. "However, our intent is nat to disrupt classes this 

yea." but make cuts where we can. Next year, cuts will certainly be to a greater 
degree. 



"We win be taking a two-prong approach. First, we will have to work through reductions 
in expenditures for this year. InitiallY, we thought we would be a little over $1 millfon in 
the rod for this year. Wi.th the reductions in funding from the state, we now find 
ourselves over $2 million in the red for the 2009-2010 school year. 

"The second step will be to prepare for next year with more adjustme nts to the budget. 
We cannot carry another muitimiilion-doltar defictt into next school year. Everything. we 
do wm come under scrutiny and may be discussed for reductions as we prepare for 
future funding reductions from the state ... 

School adminrstrators stopped short of identifying specific programs they'd be 
r,ecommending to their school boards for cuts. Instead, they have already begun 
working on recommendations. 

"Prior to the millage vote, Ypsilanti Public Schools' leadership team has been meeting 
to grapple with the district's budget defictt," spokeswoman Emma Jackson wrote in an 
e-mail. "If the millage had been successful, it woU'fcd have relieved some of our 
budgetary stress, but it would not have erased th:e deficit 

"The failure of the millage makes a grim situation more sever's. Our district has a proud 
educationaJ history. and we wnw do. everything possible to maintain a viab~e learning 
environment while taking actien to reselve our budget shortfalls.;1 

Many administrators and school board members from several different districts said 
they plan to. hajid meetings to hear from their communities about where cuts should b,s 
made. 

There are plenty ofideas out there. In coffee shops, diners and in online forums, 
commUinfty members were already identifying ,areas they 'felt need,ed to be looked at 

Those tdeas included getting rid of busfng., except for special education students as 
mandated by raw; making athletes pay the entire cost of playing high school sports; 
trfmming tiIle number of administrators at hig,h schools and even shrinking the number 
O'f schoO'l dlstncts in the county. 

"If they want to get back to fiscal responsibility, they have to' look at .everything from 
how much they pay their teachers to how many buses they are running," said Rick 
English, 45, of Ann Arbor. "They have to live within their means." 



Ann Arbor Superintendent Todd RDberts said that's what his drstrict is dDfog. 

'We have to make sure our costs are in line with the revenue we have or project we 
will have in the coming years." 

Here is the probl:em dfstricts are facing. In recent weeks, the state has made several 
cuts to tile amDunt Df per-pupil funding it gives tD each district. 

In Ann ArbDr, the shoman for thi.s school year is $8 million. 

Mexicotte said she doesn't expect the district will be able to aVDid dipping irlEo its 
reserve funds to cover the shortfalls. 

She expects to spend the next cDuple of months in those budget cut d [scussions for 
this year. They will alsD look for ways to increase revenue, she said. 

Then, next year looms. That's because most districts are projecting a $400 to $600 per 
student ,additional cut. 

That could put Ann ArbDr short anDther $15 m!liion or more. 

One idea not gaining much traction among local SchDDf officials is consolidating 
districts. 

The districts had hopoo to use the countywide enhancement millag!e to cover much of 
those cuts they are faood 'With making. In Ann Amor, for examp~e. the millage wDuld 
have given '!hem $11 mimen a year fer the next five years. 

But county voters decided on Tuesday they drdn't like that plan. Many voters cited an 
economy that has forced them te tIghten their persDnal budgets as the reason they 

voted against ths mmage. 

The 10 tra:dlUonal school districts in the county all passed resolutions earlier this ye.ar 
asking the Washtenaw tntermediate Schoo! District to put the iss,lLle on the ballot. 

WfSD Superintendent Bm Milfer was unavailable for comment on Werlnesd;ay, but his 
staff said he would be able to speak te AnnArbof. cem on Thursday. 

David Jesse covets K-12 education for AnnArbor.coffi. He can be reached at 

dsvidjesse@AnnArbor.com or at 734-623-2534. 
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Ann Arbor Public Schools Education Foundation 

2555 S. State Street 
Ann Arbor. Michigan 48104 
1'34~994~i969 

'WGDr-r81[rf08ap£isf.org 
llltp:HwV'N!l.aaps'8f.Drglcontactus/contactus..htr~'11 

Gel dIrections ('ile"i/,) nlap} 

The Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Founliatlon is a non~profit organizatilJn separate From the Ann Arbor Public Schools that serves as the one true vel11c1e For pri"a!f, 
giving 10 public schools In Ann Arbor. The Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation raises private funds through events and contributions from the communlt)' in 
order to enricil public ScflDOI education throu;1i1large program support and grants to teachers. We contribute to the qualit)' of life in Ann Arbor and chan,Je 11',6S by affecting 
our quallt)' of publio [,ducation. VVe encourage you to browse our site and Ie.arn 110W you can be part of tile soluuon 

The Millage did not pass, But you can still be part 
of the solution. 

L-ean~ More &, 0 Dr iJ [C 

Tr'!<, Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation is asl<ing for your help on behalf 
of our community. Our kids. And our collective future. We're asking cilizens to donate tt1e 
amount you were willing to pOly through a Millage "Yes" vote, resulting in immediate and 
direct ilelp to our schools with 100% of your money staying right here in Ann Arbor, Tllank 
you for being part of the solution. 

It is proJected that the failure to pass the Washtenal,'/ Schools Millage, combined will, cuts in 
state funding per student, is leaving Ann Arbor schools with a S1.2-S15 million overall deficit· 
just in 2010. 

Approximately 54% or voters in the Ann Arbor Public Schools district voted yes. If each of 
these were to donate an average of 5250 annually (based on an average horne value oi 
'$Z50,OOOanzrataXao[e va[Llfjof50%). 1,'113 Would iris/anllyraiseS3,242,fSO annuafl'yto 
support public education in the Ann Arbor School District 

Please viSit our website to Learn Mom and Donat". 



Ann Arbor Superintendent Todd 
Roberts sends· finan,ce letter to 
parents 
Posted: 12:45 p.m. Novemoor 6, 2.009 11 Comments. Comment Now 

Ann Arbnr Superintendent Todd Roberts sent the following lettef to parents, 

addressing the district's response to the failed countywidie scihoorsenhanoement 
mfllage. 

In it, he pledges to have an open process as the drostrict moved forward wfth "some 
drfficult, but not insurmountable challenges and decisions. " 

The entire letter is eopled beiow. 

November 5.2009 

Dear Parent/Guardian: 

I want to thank you and our many s,taff', student and community 

volunteers who worked extremely hard to educate our commun fty about 
the financ~ar state of public education in our distrf:ct and the 
county. I am extremely disappointed with the outcome of the county 
sehods millag,e vote. While voters in Ann Arbor did support the 

mHia:ge with approximately 55% of voters voting yes, this result 
locaHy was not enough to help carry the county. 



I ,am proud 0'1' our community and its support for public education. 
The commitment of parents, staff and the 00 mmunity to tha care and 
success of our students is why this school dis1rict is one of the best 
in the state and nation. I know that we will contf:nue workIng 
together collaboratively to ensure our students receive an outstanding 
education despfte the chaHenges we face. Thank you for your support. 

Sincerely, 

Todd Roberts 

... nu.... ___ J..I-: ____ .1. ..... ___ ~ ~ __ A-J.. ____ L.. __ ~ ...;I:_.~_!_", ..... ..:In. _..J •• __ ... : __ __ '- __ 1 __ L.. ________ ... __ :111 __ _ 
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Heritage Newspapers (heritage.com) 

Ann Arbor Journal> News 

~n the 10 Spot: Susan Beech, PattengiU teacher 

Sunday, NovemberS, 2009 

Age: 51 years 

Position, for how long: Elementary school teacher in Ann Arbor at Pattengill for nine years and in Los Angeles for six years. 

Live in what neighborhood CIInd how long: Forestbrook over by Arborland for nine years. 

Family, ages: Robert, my husband, is 53; Brian is 23 and now lives in Chicago, while Mike is 19 and attends Washtenaw 

Community College. 

How would yol.! like to be remembered: I would like to be remembered as a person who can get things done, and as a 

resource for others to come to. 

Most significant accomplishment: Raising my two sons to be wonderful young men, who are willing to help others. Boy 

Scouting was a big part of our lives for many years. All of our family was involved in Scouting. The most important thing that we 

learned from Scouting is "doing for others," whether it is as simple as raking a neighbor's leaves, or complex as helping to build 

a wooden platform for a nature center. 

Biggest disappointment: I have had lots of little disappointments, but nothing huge. All in all, life is good. 

Ten Questions 

1. What do you do on a home footbal! Saturday? 

I stay at home and knit or quilt. I don't like the crowds and traffic. 

2. You're a tour guide in Ann Arbor, where would you take a tourist? 

I would take visitors on a canoe trip. My personal preference would be with Skip's Canoe Rentals. They drop you off up river, 

and then you canoe for an hour or so before you stop at Dexter Cider Mill for some cider and doughnuts, and then you end up 

back at Skip's. If you wanted to canoe within the city, you could go to Argo or Gallup Parks. Ann Arbor has such wonderful 

natural areas within the city limits. While these give you a beautiful day on the river, there's no cider and doughnuts. 

3. What's your favorite season in Ann Arbor and what makes it special? 

Fall is the best season because that is when my husband is preparing for Halloween. He sets up a graveyard haunt in our yard 

http://www.heritage.com/articies/2009 /11/08/ ann_arbor.Jou rnal/ news/ doc4af6f4151973c77 5614942 .prt Page 1 of 2 
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and we have lots of fun pretending to be zombies and scaring the trick-or-treaters. 

4. What are the pros and cons of living in Arm Arbor? 

I think the school system is great! I have seen school systems in other cities and the opportunities our children have here in 

Ann Arbor are far beyond what others have. 

Having the University of Michigan right in the middle of the city is a double-edged sword. It's great having the museums and the 

theater shows that come, but the added traffic on the streets is hard to deal with. 

5. Which Arm Arbor restaurant makes your favorite dish, drink or dessert and what is it? 

Noodles & Co in the Arborland shopping center makes a tasty pesto Cavatapi. It's a nice, comfortable place to eat a simple 

meal. 

6. What building or landmark in Arm Arbor makes it unique? 

I think that the many parks that are allover the city make Ann Arbor unique. The city has set aside dozens of park areas for 

people to play in, or just to go and sit and observe nature. 

7. If you couid wave a magic wand and change one thing about Arm Arbor, what would it be? 

I would like Ann Arbor to encourage people to use re-useable shopping bags. 

8. What's yom favorite saying or quote? 

"If you can't say anything nice, don't say anything at all" -- from the movie "Bambi." 

9. If you cOlllld give a newcomer to Ann Arbor one piece of advice, what would it be? 

Shop at the ReUse Center at 2420 Industrial. My husband and I go there almost once a week to find "treasures." It's a super 

thrift shop that has household items, building materials, books, furniture and lots of "stuff." Always a great bargain. 

10. Ann Arbor is known as tree city, what's your favorite and why? 

The maple tree is my favorite species with its glorious gold, orange and red colors in the fall. Crestland Street is lined with 

.... mapies;-WhTtnTufn-a g oTdenyeIl6w-th-afgI6ws-rn-the moriiTng-a:nifafte moon sun-:lr always giVes-me a-nft whenf driveto wOrkin 

the glow. 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/11/08/ann_a rboUou rnallnews/doc4af6f4151973c 77 5614942. prt 
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CommunityForum 
letters from our readers 

Must keep momentum 
going on schools 

Editor's note: The following letter was 
submitted by Albert Berriz, the treasurer of 
Citizens for a Responsible Washtenaw, which 
opposed the countywide school enhancement 
millage on last Tuesday's ballot. 

First ofall, thank you! (Tuesday) night was 
the fIrst step in ensuring the future of our 
public schools in Washtenaw County. 

You have done great work, and made a 
meaningful difference in our schools, our 
community and with our kids. But we need 
to stay passionate, committed and focused! 
I want you to kuow that you have my word 
that I will stay as focused and passionate as 
you have seeu me on this most important 
issue. Nothing will change! Please join me in 
the solution, holding hands across the county 
and together let's: 

• Keep the "focus" on the fIve points for 
Transformational Change in all 10 school 
districts. 

• Require that our school board members 
and school executives deliver transparencyl 
That's something they can do "right away" to 
show the voters they understand what hap­
pened Tuesday. Make it simple, offer it up 
and let's get started. No excuses. 

• Hold our elected officials accountable 
and continue to shine a light. Don't let them 
off the hook now, let's do more collectively 
than we have ever before as a community! 

• Not let them cut alternative programs 
and teachers, and have them deliver more ef­
fIcient food services, transportation services 
and custodial and maintenance services; less 
costly health insurance programs, and with­
out questiou reduced central office overhead 
in all 10 districts via creative efficiencies and 
consolidation. This is something we can do 
today. Let's start now! 

• Have the business community offer its 
business acumen to the equation and have 
the business community support the solu­
tion in important and meaningful waysl We 
need to hold our school board members and 
executives in all 10 districts accountable, and 
they must now act with the "mandate" given 
to them by the voters ofWashtenaw County. 

Let's come together and let's not lose mo­
mentum! I very much appreciate the broad 
coalition of folks that came together to do the 
right thing. But now more than ever, we need 
to stay together. It's our responsibility, we 
must do this! We must! The work begins ... 

- Albert Berriz, Ann Arbor 

School opponents 
should use money to 
enhance classrooms 

11 the opponents of the failed WISD rilill­
age are as cOtmnitted to our kids' education 
as they have stated, I have a proposal for 
them: To prove your commitment, figure out 
how many tens of thousands of dollars you 
spent trying to defeat the proposal, raise an 
equivalent amount, and distribute it to teach­
ers throughout the county for them to use to 
enhance their classrooms as they see fIt. 

- Michael r. ImDeriale. Ann Arbor 

Send us your Letters to the !Editor 
AnnArbor.com accepts traditional 
letters to the editor for our Sunday 
print edition, but because of limited 
space we will only be able to publish 
a few each week. More are available 
online at AnnArbor.com/news/opinion. 
Letters can be emailed to letters@ 
annarbor.com or mailed to Letter 
to the editor, AnnArbor.com, 301 E. 
Liberty St., Suite 700, Ann Arbor, MI 
48104. 

with appropriate contributions by all school 
employees? 

• Why do we even consider offering 
MESSA coverage when the MESSA agent 
- the MEA - merely subcontracts from 
Blue Cross Blue Shield at a premium of 
approximately $10500 per insured, raising mil­
lions that are used to fund their local, state 
and national union offices? 

• Why has this strang'lehold been allowed 
to continue for so long? 

• Why are we continuing wasteful prac­
tices with a structure oflocal school districts 
all over the state, and certainly in Washtenaw 
County, that is inefficient and ineffective? 

• Why can school employees retire at the 
age of 55 with full benefIts? Why has the 
retirement age not been raised similar to 
changes in Social Security? 

• Why are school retirees with as few as 
10 years of service able to receive luxury 
health insurance coverage for minimal costs 
to them at the age of 55 until they receive 
Medicare coverage 10 years later? 

• Why do school districts uot adopt a 
zero-based budgeting process, reviewing 
every single line item expenditure to review 
and justify its worth? 

• What interest groups, parties and agen­
das are really being served by "our" elected 
public officials? There are many more ques­
tions to be asked, and they will be asked. 

- Beverley B. Geitner, Ann Arbor 

Coach controversy 
signals deeper 
community problems 

Former Ypsilanti High School Coach Dave 
Poole's use of the n-word signals deeper 
problems within Our community. 

Exactly "who" is it that is calling the Ypsi 
kids derogatory names? Is it the Willow Run 
School district or the Ann Arbor, Chelsea, 
and Saline School districts? I think it's the 
latter. As unconscious as it was, Coach Poole, 
to his credit, was only telling the truth as it 
was told to him. Don't kill the messenger, kill 
the message! Coach Poole's comfort level 
m using the word is troubling considering 
that most white men his age view it as taboo. 
This is normally the case unless you've 
become anesthetized to it. Players used the 
n-word freely during Coach Poole's time as 
a coach. . 

Many people, including myself, have long 
advocated a stronger organic connection 
between the staff and its players. Having 
oualified coaches who are alumni ;:mo nrod-



WARM THE CHILDREN 

War:m the Children launch,es 
fundraising campaign 
Posted: 5:22 a.m .. November 8, 2009 o Comnmnt. Comment NO' .... 

Want to donate to Warm the Children or v,olunteer as a shopper? Download a 

slgnup form, 

Every time a vof,unteer het~)s a needy famflY buy new wInter cfothll1Q under the Warm 
the Chndren program, there is a memory. 

When Viofeta Kelfersohn was he·jpil1g a famf,ly with three children shop for the!:!" 
clOthing one ye,ar shortlry befoire Chrrstmas, the 6-year-olid girt asked her o~der 
brother why they ooulldntt have;a Chrestmas tree. The irmooont question totJcne,d 
KetfefSO,hn so much that she organized he'r oo-woirkers to don.ate a tree oompl'ete 
with Ughts, ornaments and presents. 

Another year, Kellersohn wltne:ssed tears in a mother's eyes as h<EH·12~year-old SOI1 

adm!t~y transfated and nego·tlated the'shopping trip. The mother didn't sp1eak Eng!rsh 
,and the boy had to t,nterpret whHe aJso helping hns yotmger bmUl:sr select ,oI'othing. 

'The only thing the mo,ther ooufd ,say was 'He's a 
very good boy,J'j1 Ke'[ersohn sard. "She was so' pro.ud 
of her sO'n, she was crying.:il 

rememl"'lal"'::'4"1 
posItive spirit of a sfn1gle mother who was vfsuainy 
Impaired and Juggling her familiy with gO'fng back to, 
school. 

"She df,dntt ret her handicap interfere· wFth befng a 
great mom. She impressed me so much," Burt sabd. 
"She was so upbeat. I thought 1,t was the [east I can 
do to hetp them pick out cfoth'9S." 



Warm the Children has been giving youngsters of 

needy families warm coats, mittens, hats and other 

cfiOthlng for 13 years. It's time to reach out to readers for monetary donaUons to 

support the program. 

Tnle torch for runnlng Warm the ChHdren was handed over by the Ann Arbor News, 

whfch cbsed its doors last summer, to AnnArbor.com. 

The program hopes to help up to 2,500 chHdren this year, said Kori Isaac, 

promotions and events manager for AnnArbof.com. 

School social work,ers furnish the names of the chlldren In need and AnnArbotcom 

ooordfnates the army of vOltunteer shop'pers. A coupon to make a donation app1ears 

in today's paper. Every doHer raised is used to buy ck)Ultng, with the Ann Arbor News 

and now AnnArbor.com covering overhead lOOSts and admintstration. 

This year's fundraising goat is $250,000. About 250 volunteer shoppers wm go with 

the fammes to a local store to buy the dettling, helping them find the dea,ts ,and 

guiding the selections. Each child is allowed $90 for clothing, whk:h usuarly includes 

underw&ar ,and socks,. hats and gloves and often pants, shtrts and coats .. 

Burt satd she began as a volunteer ,shopper and financial SUpP(lrter of the program 

at~east 10 years ago becausearl: funds go dire,ctty to fammes. 

'" would see a.lot of young chrldren a.t bus stops without enough warm clothing on in 

these har,sh winters. Every chftd should stay warm,n Burt satd. 

Tammy Mayrend, who bk:Jgs about parenting for AnnArbor.com, knows about hard 

t"mes. A year ago, both she and her husband were without lob.s and scraping by on 

the generosrty of famtly. 

"We were blessed with fam[~y and friends to heip us out, to keep us floating," she 

saId. "Not everyone has that" 

As one of this year's volunteer shoppers, Mayrend said It's her turn to help others. 

Whf:fe It feels good to n,elp others, she ga~d, she also wants to be a rofe model to her 

two sons, age 3 and 5. 



\Mien Keliersotm started nine years ago as a volunteer sriOpper, she didn't 1-18\/;3 the 

financial means to rnakea donation so sl'Jegal/8 her time. Nnw that she is nnore 

tlnar1cialJy set, she still ",","[mIs to help out, recrIJiling1 0 t015 friends and family 

members as shoppers. 

"H's a very' rewarding experience Io meet the famifi·es: To see the joy in UHJ ct,ildren 

and tl18 pride trl8 parents ha\l8 that their cili1dren can have nelN clothes. heart 

vvarming, to see children get excited about neVi underviear and pajamas. it shows 

me that this is filling a need for tr.18rrJ, U'Jat it's a true for tl-wrn," sl~le said. 

F(ellerso~)nal'ways brings her hvo boys, nmv 12 and 8 old, v/ith her on U'le 

srl0pping trips. 

"j've explained the progranl, that because toUgtl eGonomic: people need 

tlelp and this is our way to rlelp," Kellersonn said. "They've never complained about 

coming." 
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Ann. Arbor NAACP Hon.ors Academnic Success 
Sheriff jerry CKayton urges studlents to e!1l!l!1brace lieadelt"ship 

BY MARY MORGAN 

William Hampton came up to the podium and smiled, looking out at the crowd of several 
hundred people gathered at the Four Points Sheraton ballroom. "Isn't this great?" he said. 

r 

Hampton, president of the Ann Arbor branch of the NAACP, had just finished handing out 
certificates of achievement to several dozen high school students at Saturday night's Freedom Fund 
dinner. They were honored for maintaining at least a 3.20 grade point average in the spring term of 

2009. 

In his keynote speech, Washtenaw County sheriff Jerry Clayton told students they had a 
responsibility to be leaders in their schools and community, and to push their peers to excel. "There 
should be double the number of students in this room next year," he said. 

Freedom. Fund Scholars 

illS like being there 

SUBSCRIBEl 

NOVEMBER 9, 2009 

The A?~ __ !\J:~_?~ __ ?~'.l:I!:<:.f.t_ of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is 
celebrating its 60th anniversary this year, as well as the 100th anniversary of the founding of the 

_~_'.l!i..'!_I!:'.l:1. __ ?~g'.l~_i.~'.l:i:!'?I!:' In his welcoming remarks on Saturday, Ronald Woods, a professor in Eastern 

Fatou Ndaw, left, and Chinyere Onimo are two of 
the 81 students from Ann Arbor public high 
schools who were honored at Saturdais NAACP 
Freedom Fund dinner. Ndaw and Onimo attend 
Huron High SchooL (photo by the writeL) 

Michigan University's African American Studies Department, noted that "more than anything else, we associate the work of the NAACP with 

the great struggle for educational equality." 

Todd Roberts, superintendent of the Ann Arbor 
Public Schools, talks with students who were being 
honored at the Oct. 7 Freedom Fund dinner. 
(photo by the writer.) 

in 1978 due to a lack of members. 

The local branch has made education its priority. Woods put that mission into a broader context, 
saying that the students being honored for their academic achievement on Saturday are beneficiaries 
of the spirit of Brown v. Board of Education, the landmark 1954 U.S. Supreme Court decision that set 

the stage for school desegregation. [Link to .PDF~_~~ .. .?r....f.r:~.~4.?_r.r.'..:f.L.1.~.<:! ... s.<:.f.t.()I<l:.r:~..J 

In recognizing the student scholars, Todd Roberts - superintendent of the Ann Arbor Public 
Schools - said that education was crucial for society's future, and that despite the school system's 
challenges, Ann Arbor would continue to provide a quality education. 

The reference to "challenges" was likely an allusion to funding difficulties faced by AAPS and other 
public schools in Washtenaw County. A countywide school millage, which would have raised $30 
million annually for Washtenaw County schools - including $11 million for the Ann Arbor system­
was defeated by voters on Nov. 3. School officials had hoped to raise the additional funds to offset 

state-level cuts. [previous Chronicle coverage: "l?()~~!~T.'.l:~.~<l:.J:4!!I.<l:g~?" and "!::l:~~.~.~':l:~~q':l:~~.A?<:!.~'? 
~<:.f.t()()l __ q.r:!s_is.."] 

-+----!-lJ_{HnlJ.!a~'e-de:tea+_a.ndl-Hle-Bl_I2'llt_et_H3G,IH;GlJoojs-'was a-l0j"}iG-0£-BisGtI5sieH-afl'lBFlg-many-ef-the-----­

people who attended Saturday'S dinner, including more than a dozen elected officials from local school 
boards, the county commission and the Ann Arbor city council. 

During the evening, leaders of the Ann Arbor NAACP also gave lifetime achievement awards to 
Harry J. Williams, who served as president of the local branch from 1992 to 2004, and to Norma and 
Frederick McCuiston, who were instrumental in reviving the group in 1983, after it had lost its charter 

Keynote Speech:Jerry Clayton 

The main speaker for the evening was Jerry Clayton, Washtenaw County's first African American sheriff and the first .AJ'rican American 
elected to a countywide position in Washtenaw. Clayton took office in early 2009 after defeating incumbent Dan Minzey in the 2008 Democratic 
primary, and winning the general election last November. 

In introducing him, Rebekah Sharpe - a University of Michigan senior and assistant secretary of the NAACP's UM branch -- noted that 
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Clayton has had to make dramatic hlldget cuts bllt has not laid off any officers. In fact, she said, he's been able to send deputies to write tickets in 
Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti - a COlllDlellt that drew laughs from t.he crowd. 

Clayton began by joking that the dt'll11ties were sent to help improve public safety in the 
cities, "and if tickets come as a byproduct of tbat, I apologize." 

Clayton introduced his wife of 22 rars, Sybil, and said that they've always told their three 
sons that everyone makes mistakes it's the choices you make following those mistakes that 
matter. How you respond reflecLs your depth of character, he said. 

The themes of character, hard work anclleadership were woven throughout Clayton's 
remarks. He said that in his 25 years working in the criminal justice system, he's learned two 
things: 1) success is not guaranteed, anc! 2) nothing you achieve is a result of lucie The 

students being honored by the NAACP arc all smart and have achieved success so far, he 
said, but that current status doesn't guarantee future success. 

Achieving success requires several things, he said. You need a vision of what you want to 
achieve. "Without a path and a plan, you can walk aimlessly," he said. It's also important to 

enlist the support of everyone around you - parents, teachers, mentors. "r know there are 
times when you think no one understands," he said, "but we do." 

Clayton urged the students to take a no-holds-barred approach to reaching their goals, 
and not to be deterred by people's envy or jealousy. Never walk away from a challenge, he 
said, and don't get discouraged - you never know what's just around the corner. 

Jerry Clayton, Washtenaw County sheriff, gives the keynote 
speech at the Oct. 7 Freedom Fund dinner, hosted by the 
Ann Arbor branch of the NAACP. To the right are EMU 
professor Ronald Woods and William Hampton, president of 
the Ann Arbor NAACP branch. (photo by the writer.) 

Clayton also recommended following the advice from Sean Covey's "!~:: ... ?.E::!l'l:~!~ ... ?.r.E::!!g~!y .. ~~~~.1:i.y~.!~.~r.:~." Above all, he said to the 
students, you have a responsibility to be leaders and to lift up your classmates. Leading by example, they can encourage others to achieve the 
same kind of success they already have. "You can be a part of that," he said. 

Aaron Wilson, a student at Pioneer High School, 
performed liAmazing Grace" on saxophone. In the 

--_ .. - .. -- - .--.~--.--.-. ----- -ba:d:grourrd:-R:e"~h:arpE,--,cijM-stlidenrailct 

officer in the UM branch of the NAACP. (photo 
by the writer.) 
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2009 Freedom Fund Scholars 

Community High School 

Max Bowen 
Evalyn Carter 
Dayna Gooden 
Emily Milligan 
Tamara Parks 
Samantha Thomas 

Huron High School 

Camyle Allen 
Christiana Allen-Pipkin 
Sariya Bryanch 
Allante' Burnell 
Brittany Cole 
Blaire Crockett 
Tyler Davis 
Gamuchirayi Dingwiza 
Awah Ditah 
Yonica Dupree 
Sharzay Fields 
Whitney Foster 
JeJuan French 
Ralph Green 
Marysa Hill 
LaMicah Hughbanks 
Jeremy Jackson 
Noelle Kahunguba 
Kamaria Lee 
Maya Long 
Devon Micou 
Fatou Ndaw 
Cynthia Ofili 
Chinyere Onimo 
Bre'Anna Simpson 



Imani Watkins 
Lindsey Whitlock 
Dallas Williams 

Pioneer High School 

William Anderson 
Triesha Arnold 
Malachi Bowerbank 
Tiffany Cole 
Bradie Connor 
Jazmine Cooper 
Chloe Corley 
DeLaynna Corley 
Dominique Corley 
Sabrina Gay 
Alyssa Goss 
Gregory Goss II 
Megan Graham 
Mani Herring 
Tobias Kpadenou 
Kirby Lee 
Victoria Lloyd 
Ashli Marable 
Kailen McKay 
Kaitlyn Mills 
Jessica Obidike 
Justin Pendleton 
Davonte Powell 
Jordan Robertson 
-]}anie5h-a-Sc6H:--····~-- .------.. ------- .--.- .--.----~--.. 
Angelica Shipman 
Crystal Smith 
Willie Smith Jr. 
Kyle Snedecor 
Ugochukwu Uche 
Ayona Vanhorn-Lee 
Ana Vereen 



Christina Wade 
Devin Webster 
Joshua. Weiland 
Aaron Wilson 

Skyline High Schoo! 

Senait Dafa 
Hafsa Farah 
Jeremy Jagers 
Kelsy Lee 
Jasper Lindsay 
Noah Miller 
Jonathan Muriu 
Chaune'Rael-Whitsitt 
Ibrahim Saed 
Paige Wint 

Stone School 

Brittany Hayes 
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ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2009 

Does It Take a Millage? 
Washtenaw school districts say yes - voters to decide on Nov. 3 

BY MARY MORGAN 

Among Michigan's public educators, the 20 I 0-11 fiscal year is being called "The 
Cliff." Based on a grim downward trajectory of funding from the state, decreasing 
revenues from local property taxes and expenses like healdl care continuing to climb, 
that's the year many districts are expected to plummet over the edge into the red. 

Robert Allen, deputy superintendent of the Ann Arbor Public Schools, described 
this scenario at a sparsely attended forum last Thursday at Huron High School, where 

he and superintendent Todd Roberts made a pitch for voters to support a proposed 
countywide millage on the Nov. 3 ballot. They didn't claim that AAPS would be among 
those districts falling off the clifT, but they did say their district faces a $15 million deficit 
d,at year. Without new revenue from the millage, they contend that the district would 
need to make dramatic cuts, and that those cuts would almost certainly affect students 
in ilie classroom. Michigan's financial crisis is hitting hard, they say. 

''l\s the state goes, so goes our funding," Allen told the group on Thursday. 

The state isn't going so well. 

But opponents argue that school districts haven't done enough to cut costs, and that 

it's like being there 

SUBSCRIBE 

OCTOBER 19, 2()09 

taxpayers can't absorb the added burden of another millage. Beyond that, people on boili sides say there's an urgent need to reform the way schools 
are funded in Michigan, regardless of the success or failure of the Nov. 3 millage vote. 

This Chronicle report looks at how Michigan funds K-12 public schools, why local school districts say they need a special enhancement millage 
and why critics say they don't, and what that proposed millage would entail. Ann Arbor Public Schools is the largest of Washtenaw County's 10 
school districts, and would receive over a third of the $30 million collected from the millage annually we'll focus our coverage on that district. 

Background: How Michigan Funds Public Schools 

The state controls revenues for local school districts in two ways. First, it collects taxes directly from residential and non-residential property 
owners 6 mills each, annually and pools that money into the state's School Aid Fund (SAF), which also includes revenues from sales and income 
taxes, state lottery revenue and other sources. Out of this fund, the state pays local school districts a per-pupil allotment a variable amount set by 
the state legislature that can increase or decrease each year. 

In addition, state law controls the amount of taxes that school districts can levy directly those that are not pooled into the SAF. Beyond the 6 
mills that go into the SAF, for example, iliere's an additional tax on non-residential property owners, but the state caps that tax at 18 mills. 

Both the funding from non-SAF local property taxes and from the total School Aid Fund are factored into an amount called the per-pupil 

"foundation allowance." This amount varies by district Ann Arbor's per-pupil funding was originally expected to be $9,723 for the current fiscal 
year, which began July I. With about 16,500 students in ilie Ann Arbor district, its per-pupil foundation allowance would be roughly $160.5 million 

the bulk of ilie district's projected $192 million budget for this fiscal year. (Other revenues come from the district's share of a countywide special 
education millage and from federal grants.) 

The current system stems from the 1994 passage of Proposal A. The goal of that ballot initiative was to create more equitable funding across all 
districts and to keep property taxes from escalating dramatically. Proposal A took away, to a significant degree, local control over school funding, 
though districts can still request voter approval to levy local millages for building construction, repairs, and maintenance. Ann Arbor has done that, 
most notably to fund the construction of Skyline High School. 

Proposal A also created "hold-harmless" districts Ann Arbor is one of only 44 districts statewide that are classified in this way. When Prop A 
took effect, these districts were receiving revenues higher than a $6,500 per-pupil base level set by the state at that time. Rather than have their 
funding lowered, the "hold harmless" districts were allowed to levy an additional millage to make up the gap. For Ann Arbor, that amount is $1,234 
per pupil, or 4.42 mills. (The millage rate varies depending on property values, in order to generate a fixed amount of $1,234 per pupil.) 

Another issue is this: As revenues from property taxes, sales taxes and other funding sources have decreased because of the state's economy, the 
School Aid Fund has been shrinking. This year, the state is projecting a $1 billion deficit in the fund that's one reason why the legislature cut state 
funding for schools by $165 per pupil earlier iliis month. (The legislation authorizing that cut hasn't yet been signed by Gov.Jennifer Granholm, 
however.) And depending on the amount of revenues coming into the School Aid Fund over the next few months, the state might make additional 
per-pupil cuts early next year. 

1119109 2:48 PM 
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The upshot? Districts can't be sure exactly how much money they'll receive from the state for their current fiscal year, which began July I. For 
AAPS, the $165-per-pupil cut means a loss of about $2.7 million, bringing its per-pupil foundation allowance down to $9,558. The school board 
passed a balanced budget inJune, which included tapping their fund balance (the district's equivalent of a savings account) for nearly $2 million, to 
help resolve a $7.1 million deficit. But they'lllikcly have to make additional cuts in light of the state's decision to decrease per-pupil funding. 

In the past, shortfalls in the School Aid Fund have been plugged by transferring revenues from the state's general fund. But because the general 
fund has also faced staggering deficits, lawmakers have been using federal stimulus money in the past two years to shore up the School Aid Fund. 
Last year, AAPS got about $6 million in stimulus funds to cover what would have otherwise been a $365 per-pupil cut. The district has received 
another $3 million in stimulus dollars earmarked for special education, and about $1 million for Title I programs, which provide reduced and free 

lunches to low-income children. 

Stimulus funds aren't expected to be available beyond 20 IO-II, and the state still hasn't determined how they'll use those funds for schools in 

the current fiscal year. 

What Ann Arbor Taxpayers Pay for Schools 

In addition to the state school tax of 6 mills from residential property owners and 6 mills from owners of commercial and rental property, or of 
property that isn't a taxpayer's primary residence, there are four other school-related millages for the Ann Arbor district: 

• 17.97 mills for operating funds a "non-homestead" tax paid by owners of non-residential property. 

• 4.420 I mills for the supplemental "hold harmless" tax. 

• 2.0325 mills for debt repayment on school bonds. 

• 0.9861 mill for a "sinking" fund, which can be used for school construction, renovations or repairs. The fund was initially approved, in part, to 
build the new Skyline High School. 

Voters renewed the AAPS sinking fund, supplemental and non-homestead operating millages last year. 

The !Y£!~!!.t~E:!!!!:JE!S'I!1sPJ:1S.§C;;I}';>.';>.~Q~!ris.t also collects two taxes countywide: I) an operating millage of 0.0984 mill, and 2) a special 
education millage of 3.8761 mill. 

In total, Ann Arbor homeowners pay just over 17 mills in school taxes. A mill equals $1 for every $1,000 in a property's taxable value, which 
usually is considered roughly half of the market value. So owners of a home with a market value of $200,000 are paying about $1,700 annually in 
school taxes now, and would add another $200 to that if the millage on November's ballot is passed. 

In their public forum on the millage, AAPS school officials noted that since Proposal A passed in 1994, local taxpayers have seen their school 

millage rates fall. [Link to sh_a£!C.£!:J.s.~';>.£1 mU1:g~~ paid by Ann Arbor residents from 1994 to 2009.) 

Brit Satchwell, second from the right, is president of the I ,200~ 
member Ann Arbor Education Association, the teachers' union for 
the Ann Arbor Public Schools. He set up a booth at the GeL 17 
Ann Arbor Farmers Market, handing out yard signs and pins in 
support of the proposed countywide schools millage, and talking 
with residents about it. (Photo by the writer.) 

PROPOSAL! 

How the Proposed Millage Would Work 

Individual school districts are prohibited by state law from levying additional millages for 
operations. However, under the umbrella of the Washtenaw Intermediate School District 
an entity set up in the early 1960s to provide services to all 10 public school districts in the 
county an operating millage can be levied and distributed equally, with each district 
receiving the same per-pupil amount. 

The Nov. 3 ballot proposal calls for collecting 2 mill countywide each year for five years, 
starting in 20 I O. The millage is projected to raise $30 million annually, to be divided among 
the 10 districts. The WISD would not receive funding from this millage, nor would any 
percentage of the millage go to the state. 

Here's what voters will see on the ballot: 

REGIONAL ENHANCEMENT MILLAGE PROPOSAL 

Pursuant to state law, the revenue raised by the proposed millage will be collected bl' the intermediate school district and 

11/9/092:48 PM 
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distributed to local public school districts based on pupil membership count. 

Shall the limitation on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all propcrty in \~Jashtenaw Intermediate School District, 

Michigan, be increased by 2 mills ($2,00 on each $1,000 of taxable valuation) for a period of 5 years, 2009 to 2013, inclusive, to 
provide operating funds to enhance other state and local funding for local school district operating purposes; the estima!"e of the 
revenue the intermediate school district will collect if the millage is approved and b~ed in 2009 is approximately $30,000,OOO? 

Each district in the county is projected to receive the follmving amount annually, based on the number of students in their districts: 

• Ann Arbor: $11,209,169 

• Chelsea: $1,805,447 

• Dexter: $2,477,564 

• Lincoln: $3,261,427 

• Manchester: $865,953 

• Milan: $1,778,896 

• Saline: $3,748,612 

• Whitmore Lake: $841,030 

• Willow Run: $1,358,160 

• Ypsilanti: $2,663,743 

In lobbying for the millage, Glenn Nelson an AAPS school board member notes that many taxpayers will be eligible for a state property tax 
credit and a federal property tax deduction, offsetting a portion of the increase in taxes, Countywide, he calculates that the millage will only cost 
taxpayers $21.2 million annually, because of the available credit and deduction, while generating $30 million for schools, That calculation assumes 

that all taxpayers eligible for the credit and deduction actually file for it. 

Why Districts Say They Need This Millage 

In making the case for an additional millage, school officials acknowledge that it's a difficult economic climate for residents, and a tough time to 

be asking for a new tax. They also say they have no alternative, 

All districts contend that they've already been cutting expenses and consolidating services, as revenues from the state have fallen, Ann Arbor 
Public Schools has cut $16 million from its budget over the past four years, according to administrators. Those moves included eliminating 66 jobs, 
restructuring the district's middle school program to save $2.3 million annually, increasing class sizes, and cutling back on custodial services, among 

other things, 

Officials also point to countywide efforts, including those coordinated by the Washtenaw Intermediate School District. [..rRfli~1.!<_t9Es~9[ 

c9E12Ij<!'\tf~~.~'l22I..'.el'i~.e~.i!'."\:v..aJ;12IepE-~.901f':':!il 

But costs continue to escalate while revenues fall, they say even with the millage, AAPS expects to face a $4 million deficit in 2010-11. 

Personnel costs 
The biggest portion of any district's operating budget is personnel. At the AAPS millage 

forum on Thursday, Robert Allen, AAPS deputy superintendent, noted that 85% of the 
district's operating budget goes toward personnel costs salaries and benefits and that a 
$15 million budget shortfall equated to about 220jobs. 

The Ann Arbor Education Association the teachers union, and the 
some conceSSIOns, earlier this fall 

agreeing to a salary freeze for the first time in its history for the 2009-10 school year. The 
new contract contained changes in health care benefits too, including an increase in 
prescription co-pays for teachers, but also a 15% increase in the amount that the district 
pays for a teacher's health insurance, to $12,582, And so-called step increases automatic 
pay raises that teachers receive each year for their first 12 years of service remain in place, 

At Thursday's forum, one of the people attending asked superintendent Todd Roberts 
how he'd respond to those who think teacher salaries are too high. Roberts defended the 
salanes that AAPS pays, saying that "our teachers are not anywhere near the top" 
compared to other districts statewide. What's more, he said, the district needs to pay a 
decent wage in order to attract and retain high-quality teachers, 

Pay is linked to education and time of sef\~ce. The average AAPS teacher's salary is 
about $72,000, First-year teachers with a bachelor's degree earn $39,540 the top of the 

Todd Roberts, superintendent of Ann Arbor Public Schools, at an 
Oct. 15 forum on the proposed county".ride schools millage. (Photo 
by the writel:) 
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pay scale for teachers with a bachelor's degree is $66,975. Teachers with masters degrees start at $44,539 and top out at $79,899. Beginning 

teachers with a Ph.D. earn $49,919 the top of the scale for them is $87,774. 

Maintaining a quality education 
The need to keep the quality of Ann Arbor's public education high and the role of the proposed millage in doing that is an argument made 

by school officials and others who support the millage. 

Steve Norton, a leader of the £1l:!!' Ar!>2L9ig~'_H!ll'!Ke...99ll!':!!i.tle...c, which supports the millage, told The Chronicle that there are two 
choices: Bring in additional revenues through the millage, or dismantle the school system as we know it. An additional investment now, he said, will 

buy time for public school advocates to lobby for substantive changes at the state level. It's a millage they might not need long-term, Norton said, 

but if they don't get the funding now, the district will suITer. 

School officials give a range of actions that would be necessary if they're forced to slice $15 million from next year's budget. Layoff" would be 

necessary, meaning that with fewer teachers, class sizes would increase. High schools would likely cut their 7th hour of classes, and "enhancement" 

programs like art, music and sports could be at risk. 

In stating that the quality of Ann Arbor's public schools is threatened, Norton, Roberts and others make an economic development argument as 

well. Education is a pillar of the local economy, Roberts said, pointing to its inclusion in the ,\I~ {:\!:~<:'r..~!'&(!!Uiucc_e~~ initiative, a countywide 
strategic planning effort of business and community leaders. From that group's report: 

High quality education systems (from early childhood through post-secondary) are needed to develop skilled workers and 

attract companies and talent thin.king of mo\~ng to our region. Companies thinking of expanding or relocating to our region need to 

know that their children can get the best education possible whether they live in our villages or urban core. This is one of the key 
fuctors that site selectors assess when recommending sites for expansion and relocation. High school graduation rates are good in mag( 

areas of the county but we need to consistently achieve high attainment lcveh in all school districts. [.J'.Q!::li.l~ 9Lcl,~s~eBo]!.J 

Karen Cross, a = Icmner AAPS school board member, told The Chronicle that when people hear what's at stake, they're generally 

receptive to the millage. But that's not always the case. 

What Opponents Say 

Critics of the millage proposal make two main arguments: I) Districts haven't made 

sufficient structural changes to lower their expenses, and 2) residents are in no position 

to absorb additional taxes in the current economic climate. The 17 mills that residents 

of Ann Arbor already pay should be sufficient, they say. 

In Ann Arbor, some opponents also criticize the "redistribution of wealth" aspect of 

the millage. Because of how the money is collected and redistributed, Ann Arbor 

taxpayers will be paying more than will be returned to the Ann Arbor school district. 

That's true: AAPS will only receive an estimated $11 million from the enhancement 
millage, though taxes from the district will generate about $16 million. The $5 million 

that's not returned to AAPS will go to other districts in Washenaw County. (AAPS is 
already a "donor" district for the School Aid Fund, with local taxpayers paying more 

than the district receives back in state aid.) An anti-millage sign on East Huron River Drive earlier this year near 
the home of Ted Annis, a member of the Citizens for Responsible 
School Spending, which opposes the millage. (Photo by the writer.) Several groups have organized to defeat the millage, but taking the lead is the 

Qitizens f<:,!135..£'!~.si!.>~_§'cl~ool §psndin.,g, spearheaded by former AAPS board member 
Kathy Griswold and Ted Annis, a technology entrepreneur who's on the board of the Ann Arbor Transportation Authority. 

"Fear-mongering" 
Speaking to The Chronicle just before a meeting of CRSS on Sunday afternoon, Griswold characterizes the rhetoric of millage advocates as 

misleading and fear-mongering, likening it to the tactics that former president George W Bush used to drum up support for the war in Iraq. She 

says the per-pupIl amounts are mlsleadmg, too, and that per-pupil funding for AAPS is much higher over $12,000 per pupil, not the $9,723 figure 
that's quoted by the district. She calculates that amount by taking the district's most recent audited financials (from the 2007-08 fiscal year) with 

general fund revenues of $192 million, dividing that by the number of students in the district, and adding another $1,500 per pupil from revenues 

of the sinking fund and bond millages. [!d~k.!o..MR§.~D~!:£ii'.L!~EP.!~sJ 

Griswold says that though the district has cut costs, the overall operating budget isn't 

decreasing the cuts merely mean that the budget is staying flat or increasing less than it 

otherwise would, she says. 

Griswold also takes issue with the approach that public school officials take in pitching 

the millage to the public. There's been a strong effort to get the vote out in Ann Arbor, she 

said, with the implication being that if Ann Arbor voters weigh in heavily in favor of the 
millage, then it won't matter if it's defeated by voters in the rest of the county. If a majority 

of the total votes approve the millage, every taxpayer will be assessed even if it was 
defeated in their district. "That seems like taxation without representation," she said. 
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KadlY Griswold, foreground, attended an Oct. 15 millage forum at 
Huron High School's Little Theater, She is a former AAPS school 
board member and a leader of the Citizens for Responsible School 
Spending, which opposes the millage. (Photo by Ule writer.) 

requested absentee ballots. 

The ~"'a:>l:!"I!.a.'Y.f:o}l!l.ty.g~l'..u_b~~.a~l}~~e.c~ltiv~"c;()f1'~l",i£t~~ also is opposing the millage, 
and announced the decision on its ~v.e_bsj~~: "While the Committee was unanimously 
supportive of education, they felt the struggling homeowners and businesses in our difficult 
economy do not need an additional burden. Following a presentation and a question and 
answer period with the Superintendents from the Ann Arbor, Chelsea and Saline school 
districts, the Committee felt that cost cutting measures that the districts had not 
implemented and were still available were the better approach." 

Getting the Word Out 

Citizens for Responsible Spending is planning a community forum sometime this week. 
They're also providing the research they've done to several other anti-millage groups, 
including the Citizens for a Responsible Washtenaw, backed by McKinley CEO Albert 
Berriz. That group is expected to send a mailing to all Ann Arbor residents who've 

AAPS has already mailed informational brochures to 37,000 residents in the district, outlining details of the millage. The Ann Arbor Citizens 
Millage Committee sent a mailing, too, funded by private donors and explicitly advocating for the millage. Todd Roberts and Robert Allen held a 
forum last Thursday, and are holding another one tonight at Pioneer High School's Little Theater, starting at 7 p.m. And representatives from the 
Ann Arbor Citizens Millage Committee have been speaking at PTO meetings and other gatherings in the district for the past several weeks. 

Citing advocacy for the millage in schools, Citizens for Responsible Spending has raised the issue of possible Michigan Campaign Finance Act 
violations on the part of ti,e Ann Arbor schools, a charge that Todd Roberts dismisses. In an email to Roberts and Norm Herbert, co-chair of the 
Ann Arbor Citizens Millage Committee, Annis and Griswold cite concerns over the use of school property for advocacy of the millage, and of 
advocacy in the AAPS brochure mailed to residents. Roberts told The Chronicle that the AAPS mailing was informational only, and that while 
other school officials are prohibited from using school resources to advocate for the millage, it is within his right as superintendent to do so. 
Gri;wold said iliat her group is still looking into the issue. 

Advocates on boili sides are meeting with the editorial board of AnnArbor.com, which plans to take a position on the millage. The editorial 
board anchored by AnnArbor.com CEO Matt Kraner, executive vice president Laurel Champion and Tony Dearing, chief content officer has 
been expanded to include some community members. McKinley's Albert Berriz is a member of the board, but has recused himself from this issue, 

according to Dearing. 

What's Next? 

Many districts are grappling with a financial crisis, even before the year of "The Cliff." In Washtenaw County, Willow Run and Ypsilanti school 
districts are operating under a deficit by law, those districts are required to file deficit elimination plans with the state, outlining how they plan to 
resolve the situation. Willow Run has been running a deficit for years; Ypsilanti had a $3.7 million deficit in its current budget, and the district has 

until Dec. 15 to submit a deficit elimination plan. r~~I:l!,}ink.~o)isl oL allrv!ic:lliga.l1"ssJ1Q21.<!i~!rict~th'!.tJi.I~<1 a_d-,,~ci_t clirnil,aticJIll'lan f()I: fi~cal 

~QQ.1ll 

The numbers aren't yet in on how many districts statewide are currently running a deficit, but there will be more, said David Martell, executive 

director of the Mi£I1jg~l_§~I~l!2t~l!~iI'f'~e_'<2ITjcl~~, a Lansing-based group. 

Tackling the problem is difficult, Martell said, because school administrators don't have authority to make unilateral decisions about spending. 
If superintendents could make across-ilie-board cuts on the expense side, "then we wouldn't be having iliese discussions," he said. Multiple factors 
prevent that from happening, he added, including the authority of community-elected boards that are ultimately responsible for making tough 
budget decisions, but whose members might not be willing to take the political heat. 

Many school officials and others point to the state as the primary cause of the current financial crisis in public education, and the main target 
for reform. Steve Norton of the Ann Arbor Citizens Millage Committee suggested that implementing a graduated income tax or expanding the 
sales tax to include the service sector would bring in new revenues to support public schools and, more broadly, to help address Michigan's own 
structural deficit. 

R-oaerts eited retirement eests managed by the Michigan Public School Employees' Retirement System as beIng a crIucal personnel ISsue 
that needs to be addressed, and one that local districts don't control. The state sets the rate that districts must pay to cover retirement costs for its 

employees, and it's not a sustainable system, he said. [Link to an ~JJ!~1_~o.QiU::~l!"a_I~~I~_&'p2~1_~r~iE!c about the impact of retirement costs on 
Michigan's public school districts.] 

Term limits for legislators are another huge obstacle to addressing reform at the state level, advocates of public education say, but they believe 
the current crisis will prompt change if only because iliere's no other choice. 

"This really is a tipping point," Norton said. 

Links to Millage-Related Information 

SODIe of the groups against the proposed millage 

• gitizensj£r Re~onsibl~~chool ~~£i.!!.g 
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ashtenlClW 
OUnity s,chool icials headed to 

Lansing for school fun'dinig rally 

A vvsekarrer area voters defeated a en nn 

\i\lashtermw COlJr1ty school districrsare busy trying to figureo!J[ 'IN'hat cannes next in 

therr Tundingand spending. 

On the furKUng 'front, several Ann Arbor area districts ,are p[al1nil1{~ to siend 

repres;entatives to Lansing Tuesday rnorning for a rally sponsored by a siatev.ride 

edtlcation group; Our ScflCla!s. 

Local districts vV'm talk to Ulefr la'wTlfiakers on the steps and la1NI1 of Ule Capitol. The 

e'\lent runs from 10 a.m. to 110011. 

I plan to attend and vV'iH file updates from lansing. 

A liUle doser to home, several schoo! board are rneeting thls week· and fil1f.:1rlCeS 

dominate theag;endas. 

Today: 

----Ill' ~yp-sllantr§cnools l,iJl1T niesr:a17 p.m. in tFfe high ~scn'aOl~The tioard v;I'ili revievi/ ttle 
audit of last ye.aris spending, VII'hich '~i~fllgive a cl;sar picture of Just W'fiere the 
district [s thrs year. 

~. UnCOl11 11JiHafso meet at 1 p.m. at BriCK E[em€ntary. They also IN ill revifn~.t ths 
audit of last year's books.. Also on the agenda l;sa resolution lookfrl{;lat funding 
educattonanda discussion of budget cuts. 

'" VllllitrilOi"e laks vviH gaU"ler at 7 p.rn. at the middlescrmoi for a 
boardladrninistr'ation retreat The topiC? "'The future of the district" 



On Tuesday: 

OJ The schoo! 'winget together at 6:30 p,rn, Union School. On its 
agenda is a report on the enhancernerl[ millage and a report from Superintendent 
Sco't Graden on the future Union Schoof" 

On Tlmrsday: 

~. The Ann Arbor Bchoof board's performance <Ci';()rnmittee 1,',dHgather. jl,nagenda is 
notyetavaifable for that r/neeUnig. 

As al'l."'Jays, if theniJ are thingsgoitlg on I should be wrIting about, feel to 

ms. 

Da \lid Jesse co'Ver.s "(~ 12 education for AnnArbor. com. He Cai'l be rea ciIeKi at 

c/at/idjesse@annart){Jr .. com Oftlt 134~623~2534. 

Share this P[;·8t'>" 
Tag-s: i)~r_p" l};jrb;nr ,Sc:l:tools t Lir,-r;:oln CDnS{)!icf-fJtOt{1 Sc-r-:-D;)is I SalirAl: scf"'{)-i)ls I :S c-I~,~I-!J1 Bnh3 p-:C{~n}(3Tt 
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Swine flu clinic to offer vaccine to 
more :priority groups at Ann Ar'b:or's 
Pionee,r High School 
Posted: 12:22 p,m. November 9, 2009 4 ComJ'lleints, Comf1'Tjfi:l1t Now 

A sWLnie flu vacc~natron ctln~c fOil' Washtenaw County reskients witlf)e held at Ptoneer 
H gh Schoo:f on Saturday, Nov. 14 and wir~ offer the vaccine to more pr[orlty g ro u p:s, it 
was anno'~.moed today. 

The clmic, to be held from 9' a.m. to 2 p.m. at the high schoorl, wm be the cauntY:s 
thfrd. Those e'ligBble to rece'ive the: va.octne will now inc1:ude alft young peo.p.ie ages 6 
months through 24 years of ,age. 

It wm also tnclude· indMdua:ts, who are between the age:s of 25 Yisars and 64 years 
who have underlying heatth conditions that put them at grrsaler rtsk of hav[ng 
oompitcatrDns from the flu. Examples of those lmderlying heatth oond~tions fncfude 
chronk: hmg cHsease, a wea~sned tmmufU:;' system, cancer, diabete's, kidney or tlvsr 

disorders, cardfovascldar disea;se and other oonci[tilons. 

Prioi,rify gmu ps forf the vaccine clin ic stM:f include preg nant women, careghle'rs Otf 
ch~Jdren younger than 6· months otd and health care workers. Those who are 6S and 
older are not in the Centers for Disease Control guldettnes to receive prfor~ty tn 
receiving the \"I8ccil1s. 

Tlns Reed covers hetilth sndtheenvironmentfor AnnArbor. cam. You can re,ach her 

B't tinsreeci@8nnarbor.com. call her ,a't 734-623-2535 Of find her on Twitter 
@Treed/nM. 

a Sr.13;fe this post '9' 
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Fu'ture of Ann Arbior's Mack Pool 
to,pic of Thursday meeting 
Posted: 4:,32 p.m, November , 

The future of Ann Arborl s Mack Pool wHl be the topic of disctlssion Thursday as 
supporters of the city-owned pool meet to eval'tlate options for saving it from dosing. 

The public is encouraged to attend a meeting hosted by the MaCK Pool Task Force,a 
group of Ann Arbor cittlZens and community leaders looking for ways to cut costs and 

ir:u:rease revenues at the indoor pool. 

'We still think the community should have a year-round poot,'t said Ed Sketch, 

ooord inaio( of the task. force and a member·of Friends of Mack Pool. <'OllJr goal to try to 
get the pool to be salf-sustai ning. It's not an easy problem, but that's our approach." 

Mack Poot operationscurrentfrymquh"e a nearly $100,000 annual subsidy from the 
c[ty's genernJ fund, whIch has cnty officials considering dOsing it. 

Thumday"s mseting is sst from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. ~n the media 08ntef at Ann Arbor 
Open School at Mack, 715 Brooks St, near Seventh and Mtuer. 

Ann Arbor swimmers, ns[;g:hborhood msidents, and other members ofihe pubUc are 

encolJrag'oo to attend and participate inevaltlating options for keeping the pool open. 
The task force is working to find sustainable ways to retain the pool as a city-ownad 
fitness resource after the current budget year ends In June 201 O. 

Organizers safd Thursdays meeti rig will bring att.endees up to date with ,8 dty staff 

presentation summarizing the pool's current situation and the timeHne for making a 
decision. The group then wr:u spFlt up to share ideas and brainstorm on topics 
suggested by the task force. 

Before the meeting ends, partiCipants wlH reconvene to report ,and share ideas to the 
whole group. 

Sketch,a retimci Fom Motor Co. employee who: swims at Mack Pool fOtlf times a 
week, said the tasK mrce has had pOSitive discussions wi:1h city leaders. He said the 
group has put together a working bllJsvrJess plan that needs some tweaking. 



"We've got a lot of great ideas but we haven't y'et found a way to inte'grate them," 

Sketch said, suggesting the group also needs to calculate exact figures for how much 
an hour it currently costs to run the pool. 

Sketch said USA Swimming of Colorado Springs has provlded the group with a ,lot of 

technical advice. 

One of the cost-reduction strategies the group has identified so far is getting a thermal 

blanket to cover the pool when it's not in use to help reduce temperature loss and 

evaporation of ch emicals. 

On the revenue enhancing side, Sketch said one of the ideas discussed includes 

getting the school system, which has more hours btocksd off than it uses, to free up 

more hours for programs that bring tl'l new users and revem.le. 

"We've got a boatload of ideas, and it's just a question of knowing what hours would 

be avanable," Sketch said. 

"Our model has always been to try to get us to cover costs," he added. "At the end of 

the day" it may take a year or il.'VIO to fufry break even, but we're nO't looking for the 

taxpayer to ball the pool out if we can avoid that .. 

The Mack Poo~ TaSK Force is chaired by Cfty Council Member Carsten Hohnke, D~5th 

Ward. The group's findings are expected to be presented to the City Council in 

February for possible inclusion in the fiscal year 2010-11 budget. 

Ryan J. Stanton ClOvers government for AnnArbor.com. Reach him at 
ryanstanton@annaroor.com or 734-623-2529. 

a Sham thiS post v Tags: imn Arbor City CO\uocil. Mack Pool 
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The tetter, Ble!lewa said, wonders about funding for schools and whether her 
daughter's teachers are going to get laid off because of a lack of money. 

Granhoilm listened to Bietewa, then told her to deliver it to state Legislators. 

"I'm on your slide," Granholm told Blelewa. 

Bfelewa was one of severa.! Ann Arbor area residents, school board members and 
school d~strlct employees who drove to Lansing for the raHy, sponsored by a new 
gmup called Save OUf Schools. The group is advocating for mOf<t:1 funding for local 

schools. 

The state has cut - by fegisrator vote and Granholm order - several hundred dolilars 
per student from state aid given to school districts. State aId is distrlcts' main somce 
of revenue. 

That has many 10ca.1 dVstrlicts - afong with many across tbe state - saying they1re in 
dire stl'afits and wit! have to make cuts soon. 

Severa.! Washtenaw County offk:ha~s and residents in attendance said the state 
needs to restore the cuts made, but also needs to work to stabt!ize funding. 

"Not onf>y do we need to stabilize funding. but we need to have a budget from the 
state before we have to pass our budget, so that we can plan," said former Ann 
Arbm schoo,lboard member Kathy Griiswold, who was one of the le,aders of th,e 
camp,aign agaInst the llocal millage. 

The mil'!age w>Q,Llld ha.ve r,aisect taxes by 2 mitis ,and generated about $30 mHHon in 
revenue a year for five years. Voters tumed down that tax fast Tuesday. 

Now WashtenawCOunty ofiPciaJS are scr"amblin'g to cut budgets wi:thout harmtng 
classroom instructton. 

'Ws public education, .and the Pllbtic has spoken," said Brrt SatchweU, the pre.sident 
aHne Ann Arbor teachers; untolfl. "We're interested f:n hearing from th,9 publf,c about 
what they decide fs important fn public education." 

Severar. resfdentssaid durDng the run-up to I,ast weel<'s vote that one cut trH~y wanted 
to see was lass pay for teachers. 



Satchwett said teachers have already taking cuts, induding chang'ss in the fast 
coup,le of years infess p~nning time and more contact time wrth students. In 

additfon. he po,inted out, teachers in Ann Arbor have been paying more out thlslr own 

pocket fm insurance and took a wa.ga freeze this year. 

David Jesse covers K-12 education for AnnArbor.com. He can be rB'sched st 
davidjesse@annarbor.com or st 734-623-2534. 

a Share this post .... 
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Retired teachers enjoy second careers as 'fotogypsies' 

Wednesday, November 11, 2009 

By Sheila Pursglove, Special Writer 

One of the major delights of travel is meeting people, says Ann Arbor photographer Jim George. 

He and his wife, Angie, have spent a good part of the past few years traveling around the United States, Mexico and 

Canada photographing personalities, cultures, landscapes and regions. 

An exhibition of their work, "Faces of Mexico and Guatemala: Color Photography by Fotogypsies Angela and Jim 

George," captures the cultural variety and strong character of the people of Latin America, and is on display through 

Dec. 14 at the Malletts Creek Branch of the Ann Arbor District Library, 3090 East Eisenhower Parkway, Ann Arbor. 

The pair also has exhibited locally at the Ann Arbor Art Center, Cafe Zola and the Kerry town Concert House in Ann 

Arbor, as well as at Art on the Farm in Dexter and Harvest Art Market in Chelsea. 

Elsewhere in Michigan, their work has been featured at galleries in Spring Lake, Sutton's Bay and Elk Rapids, as well as 

outside of Michigan in North Carolina, California and Oaxaca, Mexico. 

Photography is a second career for them after many years in education. 

Jim first came to Ann Arbor in 1956 to study at the University of Michigan, and later taught English at Ann Arbor High 

School, now Pioneer High School, and Huron High School. Angie moved to the area in the 1970s to teach in Ann Arbor 

Public Schools. 

"We met in 1982 at Mr. Flood's Party in Ann Arbor -- at that time a favorite hangout for townies of all stripes, 

professionals, carpenters, artists, wait people, you name it," Jim says. 

Three years latel, tile pail lived 011 theil 3D-foot sailboat, "Escapade," for a year, salling from the Great Lakes to the 

Atlantic and cruising the East Coast and the Bahamas for a year. 

"That fed our passion for traveling and photography," Jim says. 

After retiring from the Ann Arbor school district in 1991, Jim began studying photography seriously, taking various 

workshops at Washtenaw Community College. 

When Angie retired in 1997, the two were free to devote even more time to travel. 

"Angie had always been interested in photography, so we were very well matched in that way," Jim says. 

11111/092:04 PM 
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For a while, the pair operated a portrait studio and Jim taught photography at Washtenaw Community College. 

In 1997, they decided to concentrate on art photography related to their travels -- cultural and "peoplescape" 

photography 

"We've both always been wanderers at heart," Jim says. "Around the turn of the century, we hit the highway in a 1990 

Ford cargo van, with two notable excursions being a six-month tour of Mexico, and another four-month tour that took us 

to Guatemala. Shorter trips have taken us to British Columbia, the Canadian Maritimes, France, Italy, Costa Rica, and 

Morocco, and of course the inner journeys have been limitless." 

Mexico became a favorite destination and the pair attended language school for foreigners at the University of 

Guadalajara after learning about the school from Michelle Roman, owner of the Fiesta Mexicana restaurant in Ypsilanti. 

"We lived with a family in Guadalajara while attending the school, and this immersion stood our preconception about 

Mexico and the Mexican people on its head," Jim says. 

"We fell in love with the Mexican people, who turned out to be warm and hospitable, and developed a deep appreciation 

for the many layered culture, which reflects centuries of the mingling of European and indigenous customs." 

Later the couple spent time in Oaxaca, a city in southern Mexico interesting for its arts and crafts and influence of 16 

indigenous groups. The pair made many friends -- partly through their involvement with Oaxaca Streetchildren 

Grassroots -- including many among the Triquis, one of the poorest groups in Mexico. 

On some of their trips to Mexico, the couple toured and camped out of their cargo van. In 2006, they extended their trip 

to Guatemala, where they finally met Itamar, a Mayan girl they sponsored for a decade through Children International. 

''Through her, we got an introduction to the Mayan culture, which predominates in southern Mexico and Guatemala," Jim 

says. "It was a great thrill to meet this poised young lady set to graduate from high school whom we had known only 

through her school-girlish letters." 

One of the great benefits of travel is meeting wonderful people and discovering what a small world it is, Jim says. 

"One night in Oaxaca, we walked into a small jazz club, and the singer and piano player, noticing that we were gringos, 

struck up a conversation. We soon became fast friends," he says. 

The piano player mentioned a musician friend the pair should listen to if they passed through Mexico City. Later in Ann 

Arbor, Jim took piano lessons from teacher and musician Tad Weed, who has worked internationally 

"When Tad learned I had spent time in Mexico City, he said, 'I have a friend there.' It turned out to be the same person," 

Jim says. 

At a campsite in Texas, Angie struck up a conversation with a family. The father was from New York City, and Angie 

mentioned the one person she knew in New York -- Ernie Harburg, co-owner of the Del Rio bar in Ann Arbor, and son of 

Yip Harburg, lyricist for ''The Wizard of Oz." It turned out that Harburg and the camping dad were great friends. 

As much as the pair loves to travel, they love coming home to Ann Arbor, Jim says. 

"Although the Del Rio and Mr. Flood's Party are gone, there are still plenty of funky little places we love and a wonderful 

11111/09 2:04 PM 



Retired teachers enjoy second careers as 'fotogypsies' - Heritag ... http://www.heritage.com/articlesI2009/ 111l1lann_arborjournal ... 

. 3 of 3 

diversity of people and cultural activities that can't be matched, at least in any city we could afford to live in," Jim says. 

"We've moved in our heads many times, and even bought property in other places with the idea of moving, but we're 

afraid we're Ann Arborites until we die." 

Sheila Pursglove is a freelance writer. She can be reached at bingleyS1@yahoo.com. 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/11/11/ann_arbor.Journalfnews/doc4afada9a572e6546193470.prt 

© 2009 heritage.com, a Journal Register Property 
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Ann Arbor Public Schools Education Foundation 

2555 S. State Street 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48,04 
734"994-1969 
'\,\,cornsll@8apseLolg 
http:/,\1{WW,Elaps,,::::f.ofQ/C'onlactu.s/contaGtu5,html 
Get directions (\fiew map) 

IrIC; , 

Tile Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational FDundatlon Is a non-profit organization separate from It',e Ann Arbor Public Schools tllat selve:s as the one true 'mlliel8 for private 
giving to public schools in Ann Arbor. The Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation raises private funds through events and contributions from the community In 
order to enrich pUblic school education through large program support and grants to teachers. We contribute to tile quality of life In Ann Arbor and change lives by affecting 
our quality of public education. We encourage you to browse our sHe and learn how you can be part OfU16 solution. 

The MiHage did not pass, But you can still be part 
of the solution. 

Tile Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation is asking for your Ilelp on bella If 
of our community. Our kids. And our collective future. We're asking citizens to donate the 
amollnt you were willing to pay through a Millage "Yes" vote, resulting in immediate and 
direct help to our schools with 100% of your money slaying rigl1t here in Ann Arbor. Tllank 
YOll for being par! of the solution. 

It is projected that the failure to pass trle Washtenaw Schools Millage, combined with cuts in 
state funding per student, is leaving Ann Arbor schools with a S12·$15 million overall deficit· 
just in 2010. 

Approximately 54% or voters in the Ann Arbor Public Schools district voted yes. If each at 
these were to donate an average of S250 annually (based on an average horne value of 

~·-~"'5{);{)ODcmo-a-taxablFV8lue-uf50%);-Wff'mm1trTFfs:rall!JyraTSeS3-,242750armual~Iy~t~o~~~~~~­

support public education in Hle Ann Arbor School DistricL 

Please visit our ",'ebsite lG Le?m Morc and Donato. 

ltV,,!:,,", -
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MEETINGS • BALAS 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2009 
8:00 A.M. - DATA ENTRY 
5:00 P.M. (:JULIE W /BILL H) 

lTD LAB 

8:30 A.M. - APPLE PD MEDIA SPECIALISTS 
3:30 P.M. (MONIQUE) 

MAIN CONFERENCE ROOM 

10:30 A.M. - E2020 
3:30 P.M. (MONIQUE) 

INSTRUCTION CONFERENCE ROOM 

1: 30 P.M. - HS SPEC ED 
3:30 P.M. (PAT MORROW) 

SISS CONFERENCE ROOM 

2:00 P.M. - VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION 
4:00 P.M. (MCCUISTON) 

INSTRUCTION CONFERENCE ROOM 

4:00 P.M. - TIC GRADE LEVEL MEETING 
6:00 P.M. (MONIQUE) 

INSTRUCTION CONFERENCE ROOM 






