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_A_N_N_A_R_B_O __ R_P_U_B_L_'C~S_C_H_O_O_L_S ________________________ '-~~ 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of November 18, 2009 ~l~ 
DISTRICT LIBRARY 

REGULAR MEETING 
President Mexicotte called meeting to order at 5:35pm 
Trustees Mexicotte, Patalan, Baskett, Friedman (arrived at 5:54) and Nelson present. 

DRAFT 
MINUTES 

Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Nelson, moved to recess immediately to Executive Session 
for the purposes of negotiations and informal superintendent evaluation. 
Recessed to Executive Session at 5:37 pm. 

RESUME REGULAR MEETING 
CALL TO ORDER 
7:04 pm 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Trustee Gates-Bryant 

ROLL CALL 
Present - Trustees Baskett, Friedman (Treasuer), Gates-Bryant, Mexicotte (President), Nelson 
(Secretary), Patalan (Vice President) 
Absent - Trustee Hollier 
Administration present - Margolis, Trent, Aeschbach, Allen, Dickinson-Kelley, Pogliano, Osinski 
(Recorder) 
Guests - Eric Formberg and Caryn Bock (Plante/Moran), Jenni Lane, Margi Long 

INTRODUCTION OF NON-VOTING MEMBER AT THE TABLE 
President Mexicotte introduced Dr. Todd Roberts, Superintendent of Schools. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Approved by consent. 

STUDENT PERFORMANCE - Thurston 5th Grade Choir - Yael Rothfeld 

CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE 
Jan Mackenzie, Counselor @ Slauson Middle School 
Nominated by: Toni Burton and Janae Townsend 
Announced by: Deb Mexicotte 

GOLD STAR AWARDS PRESENTED TO: 
Kitt Flynn, Media Specialist @ Ann Arbor Open 
Armand Campbell, Custodian @ Slauson 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 
• The Erkkinen family spoke about the need to retain funding of the arts. 
• William Hampton reminded the community of the services they offer to African American 

students and thanked the Superintendent and Board for their support. 
• Steve Norton spoke about the consequences of not passing the millage and urged the 

public to become informed of the district finances. 
• Christine Stead spoke about the district finances, millage and offered her support to 

move forward. 
• Ann Nichols requested venue for Science Olympiad. Dr. Roberts noted that a date has 

been secured at Skyline. 
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of November 18, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

FIRST BRIEFING 
Curriculum Recommendations of the Sexual Health Education Advisory Committee 
Jenni Lane and Margi Long were available to discuss the curriculum and reference material 
recommendations for Health Education classes. Abstinence is profoundly recommended in 
both the texts and the law. The recommended material will enhance the current curriculum. 
The State is updating middle school texts and a bill is in the legislature now to allow school 
districts to choose whether or not they teach sex education, but they must teach medically 
correct HIV/AIDS & STD information. 

Sexual orientation and gender identity was added to the list of objectives for classroom 
instruction. 

The Public can contact the Board office to get further information about the items presented. 

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
No comment. 

REPORTS 
Youth Senate - Weekly lunchtime Action Meetings will be held at Pioneer & Huron. High 
school student concerns include needing better communication with administration, off-campus 
privileges, ACT/SAT prep, better counselor accessibility and scheduling classes to meet the 
new graduation requirements. Senate has produced the Teen Yellow Pages; a useful resource 
for students. 

Ann Arbor Parent Advisory Committee - reported on Disability Awareness Workshops 
scheduled at various elementary schools. Lecture by Judy Coucouvanis "Helping your child get 
along in the world: strategies for social success" will be offered December 3, 7pm at Skyline. 
Concerned about renewal of the WISD special education millage with the recent failure of the 
county-wide enhancement millage proposal. 

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Planning - Met Nov. 10 to review SHEAC recommendations and Pioneer renovation bid award 
being presented tonight. Met Nov. 17 to review the sunset and expiring policies and divide 
among committees for in-depth review. Next meeting is scheduled for December 8 at 6:00 pm. 

Performance - Met Nov. 9 to receive an update on Preschool and Headstart program. Also 
received process for student entry into alternative programs. Next meeting is Nov. 19 at 2:00 
pm to review the quarterly report. 

SPECIAL BRIEFING 
Great Start Readiness Participation Resolution (GSRP) for Early Childhood funding 
Ms. Pogliano, Assistant Principal, and Lee Ann Dickinson-Kelley, provided an update on the 
Preschool and Headstart programs. Approximately 600 children and families are served at the 
Preschool. Preschool staff have made connections in the community to provide informational 
sessions for families. They identify younger siblings of students in our schools to bring them in. 
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of November 18, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

A strong effort has been made in marketing and communication about the Preschool. Currently 
going through the accreditation process. Trustees are impressed with the program. Dr. Roberts 
thanked Ms. Pogliano and staff for stepping up in Ms Toigo's absence. 

2009110 Educational Foundation Grant Awards 
Ms. Correll provided an update on the awards from the Educational Foundation. Twenty-one 
grants have been presented - totaling $16,000; with approximately $10,000 more in grants to 
be awarded later. Award winners will be shown on their website. In addition to the grant 
awards, the Foundation supports 3 programs - MyAccess licensing, Plan and Explore, and 
Elementary Enrichment coordinators. The Ed Foundation is available to accept in lieu of the 
defeated enhancement millage. The Foundation can only fund what is approved through the 
strategic plan. They already have received over $7500, and a matching donor pledge up to 
$10,000 from. Trustees are grateful to the Ed Foundation for their assistance to this district. 

FIRST BRIEFING 
09-037 Pioneer renovation contract award for Rec & Ed 
Ms. Aeschbach and Mr. Trent presented the contract award to install moveable "walls" to build 
offices in E-wing at Pioneer. Should be completed by January. 

2008109 Annual Financial Report 
The 08/09 Annual Financial report was presented in Powerpoint by Plante & Moran. The 
presentation and report will be on our website for public access. The district received a clean 
opinion, meaning the district's practices complied with or exceeded government accounting 
standards. Mr. Formberg detailed and echoed concerns expressed by the Board about the 
decrease in state revenue. He indicated that a reserve is necessary for cash flow. If the 
reserve is used to manage deficits, it is unlikely the district would be able to replenish it in the 
foreseeable future. 

SECOND BRIEFING - scheduled for approval at this meeting 

ACTION - CONSENT AGENDA - scheduled for approval at this meeting 
Acceptance of 2009110 Educational Foundation Grant Awards 
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant moved to accept the Educational 
Foundation grant awards for the 2009/10 school year. On roll call vote, the motion carried 6-0, 
Trustee Hollier absent. 

Great Start Readiness Participation Resolution (GSRP) for Early Childhood funding 
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant. moved to approve the Michigan 
Department of Education 2009-10 Great Start Readiness Program Participating Resolution as 
presented. On roll call vote, the motion carried 6-0, Trustee Hollier absent. 

Approve Minutes of the 1011109 Executive Session and Minutes of the 10128/09 Regular 
meeting 
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant. moved to approve the minutes of 
the 10/1/09 Executive Session and the 10/28/09 Regular Meeting. On roll call vote, the motion 
carried 6-0, Trustee Hollier absent. 

Approve Trustee Expense Reimbursements 
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of November 18, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

Vice President Patalan. supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant, moved to approve the trustee 
expense reimbursements as presented. On roll call vote. the motion carried 6-0. Trustee Hollier 
absent. 

Gift Offers 
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant, moved to accept the gift offers as 
presented. On roll call vote. the motion carried 6-0. Trustee Hollier absent. 

ACTION - BOARD ITEMS 
Recreation Advisory Commission (RAG) appointments 
Trustee Nelson. supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant, moved to appoint Annie-Norah Beveridge 
and Arjun Kalra to the Recreation Advisory Commission. On voice vote. the motion carried 
unanimously. Trustee Hollier absent. 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 
Dr. Roberts gave his report. In addition, he noted that the district is expected to lose $10-$15 
million in funding from the state for the 2010-11 school year. Administration will be addressing 
funding issues with an eye to keeping changes from the classroom as much as possible. Will 
be coming to the board 12/2 with recommendations. Community meetings will be held with 
district staff in December and in early January for their input on funding issues. Hope to have a 
draft budget by end of February. Will be looking at a long-range budget strategy to address the 
likely decline in funding. Need to come together in these discussions to effectively server our 
students. 

ITEMS FOR AGENDA PLANNING 
None 

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD 
President Mexicotte noted that Robin Bailey has worked hard to get a grant from the Kennedy 
Center for our music program. She attended ParentlTeacher conferences at Pioneer that went 
smoothly. Volunteers were cheerful. 

Vice President Patalan reflected on the outcome of the November 3 election. Thankful for the 
teachers, proud of citizens of Ann Arbor who did pass the millage, appreciative to the Citizens 
Millage Committee and all others who worked tirelessly to pass the millage. Sent a special 
thank you to Trustee Nelson for his work with the millage. Most grateful for Todd Robert's 
leadership and putting forward a Strategic Plan from which the district can frame its priorities. 

Trustee Nelson attended the Freedom Fund Dinner. Noted that the Citizens Millage Committee 
was run by volunteers and thanked them for their service and effort. 

Trustee Baskett attended the Freedom Fund Dinner and thanked the Superintendent and board 
for supporting this event. Noted one principal attended. Met with the Youth Senate; looking 
forward to the social climate work. Concerned about budgets. Thanked Huron for their 
Challenge Day and making this available for kids. 

Trustee Gates-Bryant announced her resignation for personal reasons which require her to 
move out of state. She thanked the public for their support. She commented that the board and 
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of November 18, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

administration have always remained focused on student achievement. This district/board will 
be faced with difficult choices, but she's very confident that the board is up for the challenge. 
Encouraged the board to stay the course, and not to be deterred. 

Trustees expressed their appreciation and fondness for Helen and wished her well. 

Trustee Gates-Bryant put forward the vacancy appointment process as recommended by the 
Planning Committee, and read the draft press release outlining requirements of candidates. 
Trustees suggested that they solicit the community to suggest questions to ask of the 
candidates. This will be added to the press release. 

Recommended that candidates are nominated, then voted on. Multiple nominations will be 
decided by majority; top vote getters will move on to next round. Need to determine how to 
handle ties. Nominations and appointment will occur at the Dec 16 meeting. 
Trustees didn't want to guide candidate presentations, so it was decided that pre-determined 
questions or time limits will be specified. 

Will check Trustee Hollier's schedule to confirm meeting dates. 

ADJOURNMENT 

11:15 pm 
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AllnArbor.com/llews t ~P"{:l1 
ANN ARBOR 

I Meeting to talk 

Ii about Mack ~ooi 
\i The future of Ann Arbor's 

Mack Pool will be the topic of 
discussion Thursday as sup­
porters of the city-owned pool 
meet to evaluate options for 
saving it from closing. 

The public is encouraged to 
attend a meeting hosted by the 
Mack Pool Task Force, a group 
of Ann Arbor citizens and 
community leaders looking for 
ways to cut costs and increase 
revenues at the indoor pool. 

"We still think the com­
munity should have a year­
round pool," said Ed Sketch, 
coordinator of 
the task force 
and a member 
of Friends of 
Mack Pool. 
"Our goal to 
try to get the 
pool to be 
self-sustain­
ing. It's not an 
easy problem, 
but that's our 
approach." 

Mack Pool 

}} For the 
latest 

breaking 
news, visit 
annarbor. 
com/news 

operations currently require a 
nearly $100,000 annual subsidy 
from the city's general fund, 
which has city officials consid­
ering closing it. 

Thursday's mee.ting is set 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. in 
the media center at Ann Arbor 
Open School at Mack, 715 
Brooks St., near Seventh and 
Miller. 4lI,;l f! ?J //1,,"1 

P fb ilo V".;,.,.pl! v, iJ 
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81g demand for swin,e fl:u vacciine 
closes Washtenaw Cou:!n clinic IJne 
early 

The line of people waltfng to get a wristband so U-ley GOuld get tr16 H·j N 1 vacei ne duri!'!Jg Satu rday, 
Nnvembe,r 14m's clirtlc held at Pioneer H~gh School, stretc11led from me sch-ool ali the way to Maln 
Street 

A swine flu vaccine clinic held at Pioneer Higt1 School drevl so many V'vashtenaw 

County residents Saturday morning that officials closed the line to receIve 'w'ristbands 
for the vaccine a half hour after the c!lnic officially began. 

It ".oras the third mass vaccination clinic for the s\vine flu, or H1 N1ftu,vao::::jne tn the 

county so far and sh01.'ts demand is stilJ outpacing supply. 



The county has bi(';e:1 largel},' distributing lts vacctnesvia the rnass vaccirlotion cl1o,je[, 

taUter than relying on indivrdlJal doctor offices, because is sUI' a shortage 

vaccine coming in fmm ti'le state. Tt-JerE: '"vere about 2,000 dOSeS avaiiat)le on 

Saturday. 

"Wrlat we r'lOpe peopl;e: understand' [5 ',f'ie 6:m't have enouqJivaccine for ail 

(Washtenaw County resfdents) wtJO are in tr~lese priority g;rollps," said' Susan Cem~gEa, 

a county ~leatll' department SpOt{eswornart. "This is the fastest, safest, most efficient 

way to get it to peop.le." 

See additional coverage about the s'0,'ine or H H~ 1 flu, virus in 

The next avai~able cHnic for the H1N1 flu vaccine 1,Vm be next Sunday, Nov. 22 at the 

Eastern f\!1ichfgan University Convocation Center .. A time for that ciinj~~ and the number 

of available doses have not y,et been determined. "We expect to have enough to make 

it WOrtll people's while to go," CSiniglia said. 

Officials knew there 'w'as a lot of lnterest rema~:n[ng for the vaccine, but ~ .... ere not sure 

what sort of turnout to expect for Saturday's dinlc. The first flu cii:--lic heid tate last 

month, which had about 1,000 doses available at the \'l/ashtena\"/;;'Intermediate School 

District, was qu~ckty overwhelmed by worried parents v\,'ith their ~(fds anti members of 

other prlorftygroups. Several hundred vvere turneda'l;vay from tr16 line. 



I ne COLlnty'S S2~~/IC: GilnlG, \,l,'hlCh had 4,000 doses avatlaole for the tltghest pnonty 

groups in Wast1tena\N Count~', sa'll',' big Hnes early in U1€: day at EMU's Convocation 
Center, 1,'."hichLater taperecl off. About 1,500 doses were left overby itle end of the ,day, 

So cOLlnty lieam, officials opened 

Saturday's clinic up to expanded 

priority groups with some 

trepidation about how many 
res[denis 'vvou[d show and 

announced an additional 

upcoming date for H1 N1 

vaccinations even thougrl it has 

not yet received an aJlotted 

shipment of doses from the state 

for ttlat c!inrc yet 

Early in the day, the nne at Pioneer 

extended from the high school's 

rnBJn entrance,wrapped around 
th,e parking lot and reached out to 

South Main Street. By around 9:30 

Jackson Pelter, 5, erielsea, reacts as he getslte 
nasal "larslan ofthe H4:N-l vaccine during Saturday, 
November 14th's cllJllic held at Pioneer High SchooL 

Lon Ho;wedel ~ Arrrii>..rbor.com 

a.m., about 600 wristbands - each wristband represents one dose of the vaccine -

were stil[ available, but 800 to 900 people were standing in tine. 

Demand is beHeved to be so rligh, in part, because triS county opened up me clinic: to 

addittonal priority groups. 

The clinic allowed all young peop~e between the ages of 6 months and 24 years of age 

to get the vaccine. Adults between 25 years and 64 years of age with lmderiying 

health conditions that put them at greater risk of having cornplications from the flu 

were als,o engibte. Those health conditions inciude chronic lung disease, a vveakened 

immune system, cancer, difabetes, !~idney or liver disorders, cardiovascular disease 

and other conditions. 

Priority groups for the vaccrne clinic stili include pregnant women, caregivers of 

cflildren younger than 6 months old and hearth care workers. Those 'tv'ho are 65 and 
older are not ~n the Centers for' Disease Control guideltnes to receive priority in 

receiving the vaccine. 



CommunityForum 
. letters from our readers 

Public schools need 
reform, not less money 

Just who is Albert Berriz, treasurer of 
"Citizens for a Responsible Washtenaw" 
anti-millage group? What are his educational 
leadership qualifications? 

It sounds to me that he's a "right-winger." 
He reminds me of the Business Round Table 
members who have, over the years, done all 
they could to bash public schools, with a goal 
to eventually eliminate public education. An 
easy way to do this is with false accusations, 
fear, negativity and bullying schools into 
operating a viable program with insufficient 
money. 

Taxes are the membership fees we pay 
to maintain a civilized society. Our public 
schools are the foundation of our democracy. 
Lack of money threatens to undermine our 
nation's strengths of creativity and innova­
tion of our successful educational system . 

. Numerous reports on funding public 
schools have called for structural reforms, 
but none of the reports have'called for less 
revenue for public schools. We need to frod 
innovative ways to pay for what we value 
in our public schools. We need to restore 
confidence in our schools and to support our 
excellent teachers and local School Boards. 
An educated citizenry is a requisite in a 
democracy. 

- June A. Rusten, Ann Arbor 



* a Votes 

ashtenaw County schoo,!s,: 
residents cOlntinue school b,udg'et 
dlisc;ussions 

. '-' -' ~ .. ; . 

The stark reality facing the Saline school district, Supe:'intendent Scot Gi'2;:je~'l S2;'y'S, is 

the d[st~ict beeome insolvent by illiddle next 

Tt-larS a future Graden doesn't ",',I2mt to see, 

"The boarci of education ,and ~ have rnadE' it clear that this is ~\jOT an option," I3ra.cien 

'lll'rote i.n a recent e~rnai1 to district parents, "We halle begun t:'1e pr-ocess assessing 

the ramjfications of O:..!r curren! st'lOrtfall ancJ exploring options fer solving (it)," 

SaUne isn't the oni']" focal sct'lOOl district facing suct: drre straits, The L"")LiZl over SCtlODl 

fundlng is contjnutng strong, nearly rNO v¥'eeks after voters turned do'vvn a 2~rn;[1 

countyvvide enrlancernent millage that 'Jy'ould ha\ie raised S30 mi/Fo:1 for the 10 

tr2KJiHionai schoof districts ]n VVashtenEl\V County, 

ScrlOO! OmOta!:::; and school boards are v,/ejgr-ltng massive Guts in their Piog.rarns, 

teachers are worry::ng about layoffs, resicierlts are 

community' meetings are .be~ng scheduled, 

The schools 

reron!: efforts 

In schoof board meetings across VVashten:a\~'! County since U"ie vete, mere detalls 

about budget shortfalls are emerg1ng. 

TrJe deficits aren't the produ:::t of the failed lIagevote. instea,j, trley're t:'le ou.tcorne 

of nearly $300 per student cuts from each 50:1001 districts state funding 0","81" the 1.o:.5t 

double amount cut per studelt 

Per~pupi[ stat,c; aiel is 2; SGhcol ciistrict's main SC:.H'c.e of re"/enUe. 



"Based on up-tQ-date sL,rffing, acijustrnents in special eciucation reirnt,uc'sernent, 

declinin.g etll"c:t1lment ancJ 2; $292 pei""pJpil r:::dJc.tiOl\ \,\,oe t"le:\ie a S2 rn[i;i':JCl shortfall for 

estirnates-per'"pupii st2lte 'fundinq cut of $30;), an e):pected decline in enrollment (the 

class), ;1'Hllj IrJ,:::reases in sEllaries, r!e8ltrJ ca.:'e, e:'lergy, etc., ',',,'e project an addiUon2if 

si'1011fa!i of $.3 A r-;-'iillion next 

That's a c:ocnttinecl S5,L :lliIFo:1 deflC:t l:l the ~lext 1 g :'llonths, 

point of reference trlfl.t tne district's cU:l\:;cnt fUll,;:j nli1lion ~ 6,5 

$5.3 miti:cn Lotal budg:et. ~nde::::endenf. aucJitors recom~'Tlend a 'j 0 ;::::erce:"lt tCI i 5 

perce~ll fund bajancc[or 8 dlstrlct St:~iine's Gmden 

Gr8ei"en rHls scheduted a r·C-:Jrnrr-lunfty Con\',ersation;:I abt.Y..Jl finances 'For 

8:30 , r'\!ian6a~1 night irr the Ut1E;rty S::::hool auditD:"ium. 

schoo! board also vOiedlast IJesday to diree: Gr',2:tden to 

contract vvith teacrlers. 

said. 

Private citlzens 

Arbe1: Bentz:: jokes the viork rurmin9 his O;)mpany, r''''Jc~K!nley Inc" is piling 

rias meetings on SeriClO: financing, 

p.r11, Ie 

as he 

of 

y,ias one of the~,ey dri\iefS behind the mmage spent at least $75,()OO 

of hjs Cr:Jmpan:{s money to fund the anti-mmage campai,gn, 

And rH~; took fla·:::-k for the rnove from those 'N:'-IO said riB \1VElS dotng so to save rilf:; 

estate company a lot of trK)ne)i on taxes, 

true, tle said. 

never been to tax jf reason 
pOintln.g to his support Ann Arbors milla~le, 



econornic tlrne~ 

'" Loo}< closely at::::onsolfdation ·~c rn2.;~e sure buiiciings ar::: effici,entiyat 

capacity. He doesn't see B reaSO:-l buiidinqs s!:10uld rU:"lnin';l 75 percent full. 

"Th.ere's going to be SU(I/i\/ors and losers_ I cia Blat Hle probab[nt~"" 
county v~'llI have -11 drstrict overrv;sds (inclucHng VVasntenaw I nterrnediate 
School District) is [lot hi'~l~l, but H-Ie kic's ejon't t-:aVe in t.r;at i11E'y C8.[": 
get 2. good education." 

., Cornpetitlvely bid out SUpPO['t services BriC health fnsur3:nce He said r'le 
pays more for healtt'linsurance for hrs company's 1,200 ernploy-ees than do:::~s t:'l 

property darnage insurance on tlis piOpertles, a main reason he bids ccrnpa:'1:;"'s 
insurance regularly, That genei'ates savings for his rnaney ['Ie the 
school districts can alSO FeaHz9. 

" Open up Ann l\rbo~ as a SCflOO[S 0'1 cJ'ioice 
ti1e county'. Tr-lay \t-,'ould inc:re8se r{~venues in Ann .A:-b·Ji 
diversify scrlocds. 

3erriz aJso said districts sriouJeJ become mOte. transparent about 

moves they intend to make. 

froT! mound 
to 

ir 

"VVt-lat I'm tryin~g to get (school offi::::jals) to understand IS t1at I,Vrle:l are 
transparent people trust ttle~'Tl," rle safd. "Vv'tlen the'y' are Uleyare 

peop!e's reaJs tr-lat sorneu'llng is '0,'ro119 are rnagnified," 

He kno\;vs h[s [(leas are cont~ove.rsiaL And tough times are 

"These top[cs are alt about the center becaUSe ttley don't 

iH{e£ihood uiat you 'N[lJ s'ee a buHdLng boorn In any (VI/ashtenavv' County) tmvnshtp is 

less than zero, Trrer-e'g going to be no ne'\IV construction. -valUe Orf th.e existing ta.x 
base \lviJI continue to decline, on the sales tt'iere's less disposable tflCOn"ie 

save the programs lhelr kids are involved in. 



CCi this am: 

move forv,'mcL" 

Arm Arbor scho:::d ~~at1C:Y F;~iedrnan 

understancf anci I syrnpat1ize vliih V1iTlile it is painful to see taxes gD up, It's even rna!£; 

pain to see educatiorc deteriorate. (Hmveve:,,) that's a lE:gitirnate and ffdr· argument 

(against U,2' i'11iliage}.'; 

T~ f' . F - . - , - " 
I ,Ie O_l~};er argurnen:,J nearnan SEliG! is '[ne distrk:::t is 

said people \;vere misled anci df.dn't understand the d'lstiict'S 

'They said there ileejed I(;, rnore transpat'~enGy, 

transparency and t;ansparency doesn't pay teachers," [le 

consistent effort.s in El[S distriGt to pare dmvn OUi adrninistration," 

Friedman said rle's afraid the di:strict is on tl-1e verge of a return to S9\ie:"ai 

'Nhere board meeti:lgs w·ere filled 'I/\'lth d1VtS'Veness and superintendents '\,','e'-e regularly 

run out of tovmo But he said he hopes it wili be the 0pposlte_ and trve oommunity !,',lii: 

corne together. 

"in the short-term, there's going to cuts that to be rnade Elnd tlO'y\, the 

communit~i respon,ds will be the t(,ey in jf i, .... e backir: and 

he/! of job of so1",ilng this problem or If We rook bac~~ ant say \,,,!e vve shcrJid 
have U1oU9ht," Fried.man 

efforts 

~Jot all efforts are taking plaCe at ttle [cca! level. 

Several parents, district ernployees and scrmol beard rnerni:Jers h3',{eie·j to t:, 

rabby ls.'vvlT;akers for restoration offun>::jjng an::! tl6altr: care ,"e:or-Yi_ 



Also, one of the main anti-mlllage citizen groups has 
Responsitl!e Schools for A!l Stuciei"1ts, 2 political a:~tion cornrr:;t'tee 

education reform. 

Tr1t? group is rloicEng its 'flrst public meeting frorr: 6 pJr:, to B :::: rL ton 

t:1e Ann ArbOl' COmmUr1lty Center, 625 N, ~'~iajn 31. 

On agenda is trie latest information O,j set-loo; funding rron; Lans 

election results~rid a d:scussron about the futu:"e fo" 108.9i s::::[;ools, 

for 

Dal/idJesse CO~ter3 K·12 erJucaiio{J for AnnArbD!:com, .He can )'Je reaclwd at 

c,t 
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0Ask the Conductorm program draws interest at Logan 

lementary Schoo~ 

Monda~ November 16, 2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

Ishani Pandya took note of how Ann Arbor Symphony Orchestra conductor Ari Lipsky held his bow while playing a cello 

during an "Ask the Conductor" program at Logan Elementary School Nov. 10. 

The fifth-grade student, who plays the violin, says she learned how to hold her bow properly during the musical 

performance. 

Classmate Marc Ybarra, who says he plans to play the flute next year but now performs on the clarinet, carefully 

watched Lipsky's finger placement while the conductor played the instrument. 

Jesse Cheng says he learned that he needs to practice a lot to be a good musician. 

Lynne Gulick, a fourth-grade teacher who coordinated the maestro's visit, says she wanted the students at Logan to 

hear how music develops character and leadership. 

In addition, the event serves as an introduction to formal music for the younger students, she says. 

In fifth grade, students can chose band or orchestra and pick which instrument they would like to play. 

"Music is close to my heart," Gulick says, who has played the violin, piano and bagpipes. 

Before he spoke, Gulick says she hoped that the talk would serve as an introduction to the idea that music can become 

a career choice. 

"It's something that expands (the students') world and their possibilities," she said. 

Lipsky says he began playing the flute at age 6 while living in Israel. At 7 years old, he says he was playing solo for the 

local symphony orchestra. 

From there, he added the celio to his repertoire and, at 16 years old, he was offered an opportunity to conduct the local 

orchestra. 

"Music is a wonderful way to make friends," Lipsky told the children, adding that some of the friends he made through 

music are still his friends today. 

11/l8/09 10:21 AM 
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"It was really fun," Jessie Baker says of the event. 

Although still living in Buffalo, N.Y., Lipsky has spent the last 10 years as the conductor of the Ann Arbor Symphony. 

He visits about 30 schools a year working with high school string quartets and orchestras, as well as programs for 

younger students, says Laura Dunbar, education and outreach director for the orchestra, 

Usa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397) or at iallmendinger@i1eritage.com. 
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Ann Arbor students live out fairytaie 

Monday, November 16,2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

Fast Facts 

Lakewood School Fairy Door Tour 

Part of a two-week long cross-curricular enrichment project that emphasizes imagination 

Fairy doors in downtown Ann Arbor, number and locations vary 

For more information: www.urban-fairies.com 

Once upon a time in downtown Ann Arbor, 23 Lakewood kindergarteners spent a morning searching for urban fairy 

doors in their native habitat. 

With the help of two self-described fairyologists -- Kathleen Wright, their kindergarten teacher, and her husband, 

Jonathan Wright -- the wee folk were able to find about five of them. 

The field trip was part of a two-week enrichment project that allows kids to learn through science, art, reading, 

storytelling and writing with a big emphasis on imagination, Kathleen Wright says. 

Some of the doors the children found were exterior doors, while others were interior ones. 

Thomas Rhodes, 5, says he saw a fairy inside one of the doors. 

"I saw a girl fairy," said Audrey Bremer. 

There was also a dirty goblin door with soot and trash around it, which grabbed the attention of Brendan McCann, Evan 

Dunham and Joe Williams, who thought it was the best door on the tour. 

"I encourage them to use their imagination and think of the possibilities using mythical habitat," their teacher says. 

Kelvyn Williams, one of the adult chaperones, was impressed with "the uniqueness of the fairy doors and walking 

around with someone who knows where they are." 

Besides, he says, it was nice to have a morning off to wander around downtown Ann Arbor. 

11/18/09 10:22 AM 



Ann Arhm students live out fairy tale - Heritage Newspapers http://www.hcritage.com/articJes/2009/11/I8/ann_arbor j, )lI!"1\~il .. 

2 of 2 

After viewing the tiny portals at the Selo-Shevel Gallery, The Ark, Red Shoes and Peaceable Kingdom, the group 

headed to Sweetwaters Cafe, where the kindergarteners were treated to "fairy snacks." 

A fairy snack is a postage stamp-sized jam sandwich, a berry, a min-cookie and a thimble-sized glass of lemonade, all 

served on one napkin. 

Clara Smith says the large raspberry was the best fairy treat. 

The children also took a trip to the Wrights' home, where there are several fairy doors. 

The field trip follows lessons in animal and human habitats from around the world. 

Kathleen Wright added the fairy door tour into her curriculum about four years ago. 

Working in small groups, the 5- and 6-year-olds will create their own fairy habitats using recycled materials, says 

Christopher Cerda, whose daughter, Claire, is in the class. She wore her special fairy T-shirt on the tour. 

More information about urban fairies can be found at www.urban-fairies.com. 

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397) or at lallmendinger@heritage.com. 
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Ann Arbor teen helping Lakota reservation 

Monday, November 16, 2009 

By Sara Waisanen, Special Writer 

Emma Griffith doesn't look Native American, but a part of her is. 

Last summer, the 15-year-old Ann Arbor resident connected with her Native American roots when she went on a 

mission trip to a reservation in Chamberlain, S.D. 

The First United Methodist Church youth group, which Griffith is a member of, spent a week at the Lakota reservation 

building a house. 

"It was devastating and heartbreaking to see what these people lived in," Griffith said. "(They) should have been 

condemned." 

Griffith was not expecting to see people living the way they were. Faucets did not work and insides of homes were 

falling down, she said. 

Children were so carefree running around the reservation, Griffith said. It made her sad to think of the burden they'll 

have in the future. 

"It all just showed me how much we take for granted," she said. "It made me want to make a difference." 

Griffith is the president of Skyline High School's theatre guild and a member of Young People's Theater. She knew she 

had to do something to help the Lakota tribe when she found out the school was going to perform "Annie Get Your Gun." 

One of the characters in the play is "Sitting Bull," who is also a member of the Lakota tribe in Chamberlain, SD., where 

Griffith worked this past summer. 

"I want to help find their voice; I feel like they've lost theirs," she said. 

One of the things Griffith knew they needed was clothing. 

"They have a lot of need," she said. 

Griffith is collecting articles of clothing for the reservation and encourages anyone who would like to donate to do so. 

She is planning on sending all collected items to the reservation by Sunday. 

Clothing can be dropped off at Young People's Theater, 401 West Morgan, in Ann Arbor or contact Emma at 

11119/092:34 PM 
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emgr~5th@aol.com and she will make arrangements to pick up the clothing. 

Clothing also can be dropped off at the "Annie Gel Your Gun Performances" at Skyline High School. Performance dates 

are Saturday and Sunday. 

"It's a small change," she said. "It's a step in the right direction." 

U Rl: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/11/19/life/doc4b01 ac19db4b2991584328.prt 
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School funding 
With the recent cou nty 

millage defeat and 

continuing school financing 

discussions at the state level, 

Ann Arbor school officials 

News, features, profiles and activities in The Ann Arbor Public Schools 

are planning information 

sessions with the community 

early next year. Superinten­

dent Todd Roberts offers an 

update on the school funding 

situation on page 2 of today's 

edition. Details about 

upcoming meetings will be 

published in the Nov. 30 
edition of the AAPSNews. 

Inside: • Veteran Technology Education instructor Gary Graff loves teaching at Scarlett Middle 
School, page 2 • A letter from the superintendent, page 2 • District partners with U-M Health System 
for depression training, page 3 • Other news from Tappan, Pioneer and Skyline, page 4 

Detailed stories online at news.a2schoois.org 

A bi-monthly newsletter Issue No.2, November 16,2009 

Learning large 
Students invited outdoors for hands-on lessons 

Dave Szczygiel squeezes 
water from peat moss. 

Giving support 
The AAPS Science and 
Environmental Education 
Endowment Fund through 
The Ann Arbor Area 
Community Foundation 
is in place to help keep 
environmental and science 
programs in Ann Arbor 
viable long term. To date, 
the endowment has about 
$115,000 and has a goal of 
raising $5 million. 
Details: The Ann Arbor 
Area Community Founda­
tion, 201 S. Main St., Suite 
501,AnnArbor,MI48104. 
Call: 734-663-0401. 

featured stor 
By Casey Hans 
AAPSNews Service 

Want to tell Dave Szczygiel to 
take a hike? He's likely to do just 
that. 

The Ann Arbor district's envi­
rorunental education consultant 
can be found most weekdays 
visiting one of many area parks, 
wetlands and waterways with 
students. As he likes to say, "my 
classroom is out here." 

On this day, he dips into his 
treasure chest of assorted dried 
fungi, antlers and magazine clip­
pings and calls upon his years 
of knowledge as a teacher and 
naturalist to keep the attention of a 
busload of Lakewood Elementary 
School fourth-graders. 

They were headed for the Wa­
terloo State Recreation Area west 
of Ann Arbor. "Who knows what 
FBI stands forry" he queries. In 
his line of work, it's not a widely 
known federal agency, but "fun­
gus, bacteria and invertebrates," 
he tells students. 

The Ann Arbor Public Schools 
has had an Environmental Educa-

tion program since 1959, founded 
by William B. Stapp with tile help 
of Maxine Smith Miles, according 
to infOlmation from the district. 

The Ann Arbor program took 
offwith the dedication of Stapp 
who wrote lessons plans for every 
grade level, said teacher Bill 
Browning who succeeded Stapp to 
run the program in 1968. Brown­
ing explained that Michigan was 
one ofthe leading states when en­
virorunental education first came 
on the scene and Ann Arbor's 
K-12 program was the first of its 
kind in the country. 

"It was very well received, even 
though it wasn't inclusive of all 
classes," Browning recalled. "The 
real secret of the success of this 
program is they got it into the cur­
riculum as an accepted part." 

After Browning retired, 
Szczygiel moved into the post. 
He is a biology major who found 
education the best route to take for 
a guy who grew up around nature 
and worked summers as a natural­
ist for the YMCA. "If you don't 

See Environmental Education. page 3 

More stories and information can be found online at new5.a2schoois.org 

Fourth-graders from Ann Arbor's Lakewood 
Elementary School taste some yellow birch bark dur­
ing a recent field trip to the Waterloo State 
Recreation Area. The visit was part of the school 
district's Envirnmental Education program that has 
been a staple in the curriculum since 7959. Students 
in grades kindergarten through six take part. 



Input encouraged 
in budget sessions 
Dear Readers, 

I want to thank the many staff, student and commu­
nity members who took the time during the recent millage 
election to become more 1mowledgeable about education 
funding in our disllict and in the state. 

It is important that everyone stays engaged in the con­
versation about school funding as we work to address 

budget issues we face in TIle Ann 
Arbor Public Schools over the next 
few months. I believe that it is also 
imperative to make sure our voices 
continue to be heard in Lansing 
when it comes to providing ad­
equate funding for education in our 
state. 

At this point we are still waiting to 
hear from Lansing what our actual 
per pupil funding will be for this 

current school year. As you recall, AAPS was looking at 
a $525 per pupil loss in funding (approximately $8.7 mil­
lion) this year. The state House then put forward a plan to 
restore $117 per pupil and half of the 20j funds (which is 
about $116 per pupil for AAPS) that were cut. 

If the state Senate approves the House plan we would 
lose $292 per pupil in funding (approximately S4.8 mil­
lion) for this school year. The governor has said that she 
will sign the House plan if approved by the Senate. At 
this point the Senate seems unlikely to suppatt the House 
plan. 

1 expect that we will have a better idea of what our 
funding will be by Friday (Nov. 20) when the fullilmding 
proration order is supposed to go into effect. 

The next steps in our budget process will take careful 
and thoughtful plmming that will include input from par­
ents, staff and the AAPS community. We are faced with 
some difficult, but not insurmountable, challenges and 
decisions. 

We will host a series of meetings in December for stalf 
and in January for parents and the catmnunity where we 
will discuss our financial situation and present options 
for reducing costs and enhancing revenues. During these 
meetings we will gather feedback about possible options 
in order to complete our draft budget plan for 2010-11 in 
Febmary. 

We also need to address the reduction in state fund­
ing this school year. Over the coming weeks we will take 
steps to address the loss in funding for the current 
fiscal year. Our goal in addressing the loss of funding for 
this school year is to reduce costs through means that will 
be least dismptive to our students and educational pro­
grams. We will discuss our options for cost reduction this 
year at a study session with the Board of Education on 
Dec. 3. 

I know that we will continue working together collabor­
atively to ensure that our students receive an outstanding 
education despite the challenges we face. I look forward 
to working with you in the coming months. 

Todd Roberts, Superintendent 
The Ann Arbor Public Schools 
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Staff in the .spotlight: Gary Graff ' 

Gary Graff 
occupation: Technology education teacher 
at Scarlett Middle School for 34 years. He also 
taught for 25 years as an adjunct professor at 
Eastern Michigan University. 
Education: Bachelor'S and master's degrees 
in industrial education from Eastern Michigan 
University. 
Residence: Chelsea. 
Age: 57. 
Family: Married to Sandi for 35 years. Two 
sons: Dan and Dave. 
Pets: A cat Neemy and fond memories of a 
Labrador retriever named Sunny. 
Hobbies: Hands-on projects, camping, coach­
ing, baseball and Civil War history. He also 
enjoys travel, scuba diving and fishing. 
Community service: Active at the First 
United Methodist Church in Chelsea and stays 
involved with student programs and activities 
at Scarlett Middle School. 

Scarlett teacher Gary Graff works with a few of his 
many students in his technology education classroom. 

Veteran teacher loves Scarlett 
By Casey Hans 
AAPSNew Service 

Gary Graff's 34 years in The Arm Arbor 
Public Schools can be focused in one place: 
Scarlett Middle School where he has worked 
since it opened. 

Graffwas first offered a temporary job mld 
after a few weeks, he cmne aboard fulltime. "I 
decided this was the place for me," said Graff, 
57, talking recently between first and third 
hours in his Technology Education classroom. 
"We are one, big family. It's just kind of a 
natural fit." 

He estimates he has had about 15,000 
children attend his classes at Scarlett over his 
years teaching. He points to a handsaw. "I tell 
the students, every (student) hand has touched 
that," he said. 

In his early years as a teacher, he taught 
traditional industrial arts. A program that once 
encouraged only boys to take what was called 
"shop" today encourages students with an 
interest in computer-aided design or engineer­
ing to sign up. Graff said his classes are pretty 
evenly divided between boys and girls today. 

"It's a balance between the old and the 
new," he explained. 

He takes the science curriculum and 
matches his classes to it: Sixth-graders focus 
on earth sciences, seventh-graders on life sci­
ences and eighth-graders on physical sciences. 

And the kids seem to embrace it. An extra­
curriculm' Engineering Club recently attracted 
27 students to sign up for the after-school 
session in one recent week. 

Ellen Daniel, a teacher at Scarlett and 
former Ann Arbor school board member, said 

her children have enjoyed Graff's classes over 
the years. "He does so many things so well 
that it is ditIicult to know where to begin," she 
said. "An hour spent with Gary is observation 
of a Master Teacher at work." 

Daniel noted that he is "thoughtful and 
reflective" and is always looking for ways to 
improve in the classroom. "[ know that I am 
a better teacher for having his eXlli11ple and 
support," she added, noting that Graff was 
selected as the Scarlett Teacher of the Year 
last year. 

Graffhas a definite passion for his profes­
sion. "I wanted to be in the classroom. It's my 
chosen work - I love what I do," he said. And, 
he credits his chosen teaching area to a great 
drafting instructor in high school who "taught 
me it was more than bending metal and bust­
ing boards," he said. 

He shares his love of education with his 
wife of35 years, Sandi, who is a second­
grade teacher in Manchester. The two grew 
up in Saline where they knew each other as 
youngsters and became high school sweet­
hearts before marrying and raising two sons. 
In their early years, the family lived in both 
Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti before building a 
home lli1d settling in Chelsea. 

During his years at Scarlett, Graff has been 
an assistant coach and coordinated the school 
yearbook for a time. He still attends school 
events to support the Scarlett kids. 

Graff said today's students are better be­
haved than many in year's past. "The school 
district gets the credit," he said. "Things like 
the anti-bullying progrlli11; they have kids 
come together and work in teams. The behav­
ior has been much improved." 

More stories and information can be found online at news,a2schools.org 



Partnership focuses on depression, suicide risks 
From AAPSNews Service 

A partnership in its third year between The 
AI1I1 Arbor Public Schools and the University of 
Michigan Health System is raising awareness of 
depression and the risk for suicide in children. 

Morc than 350 Ann Arbor staff members have 
been trained to spot anxiety and depression and 
keep it fi'Oln escalating into a problem. 

"We're not asking teachers to become mental 
health professionals. We want them to be able to 
talk to a student or colleague ifthey see a prob­
lem," explained Trish Meyer, program manager 
for outreach and education at the U-M Depression 
Center who also is a parent in TIle Am Arbor 
Public Schools. 

The partnership is not fUnded by public money, 
but by private donations, Meyer said. Commu­
nity donations as well as fundraisers and several 
memorial funds provided seed money for the 
program. 

In two years, most Ann Arbor secondary 
principals and middle school stafI' as well as some 
central office staff have gone through training and, 
this year, training has begun for high school staff 
Ann Arbor schools Administrator for Secondmy 
Education Joyce Hunter stressed that the district 
intends for the program to be self-sustaining in 
district. 

Most train with SafeTALK (suicide alert-
ness for everyone; Tell, Ask, Listen, Keep Safe), 
which helps participants challenge attitudes about 
depression, recognizing when someone is having 
a problem, engaging them in discussion, listening 
to them and then connecting them with a trained 
professional. Some have gone a step further and 
trained in suicide intervention. Twenty four Ann 

Environmental Education, from pagel 

know about things around you, you can't take care 
of it," Szczygiel says, speaking about the impor­
tance ofthe progrllil1. "This puts a value on it." 

Out in the woods, Szczygiel tells students to 
tread lightly, watch and listen. After one student 
discovers a tiny spring peeper under some leaves, 
he encourages them some more. "There's more 
than peepers here," he says. "Pay attention to 
what's in the trees. If you're quiet, you'll hear 
things." 

Fourth-grade teacher Shaugn Kalnaraups' class 
is on this trip. She takes delight in the annual 
outings. "The trips are in synch with what they're 
learning in the classroom," she said. "It extends 
their learning outdoors." 

Kate, a fourth-grader in Kalnaraups' class, 
said her favorite part of the day was when the 
students jumped up and down in the bog area and 

Depression and Anxiety in 
Youth and Adolescents 
When: 7-8:30 p.m., Tuesday, Nov. 17. 
Where: Ann Arbor District Library, 343 S. 
Fifth Ave., Ann Arbor. 
Presenter: Dr. Kate Fitzgerald, assistant 
professor, University of Michigan Depart­
ment of Psychiatry Child and Adolescent 
Anxiety Program. 
Sponsors: The U-M Depression Center 
and with The Ann Arbor District Library. 

Arbor school employees have received additional 
training through ASIST, or applied suicide inter­
vention training skills. Of those, 10 can now train 
other staff members in SafeTALK. 

Julieanne Muir 

One of those is Northside 
Elementmy School social 
worker Juliem1l1e Muir, 
who is a trainer for both 
safeTALK adASIST ses­
sions. She said she became 
interested as someone who 
deals with such things 
professionally and also as 
someone who has been 
touched personally. She said 
today's economic climate is 
causing even more concem. 

"I'm seeing more families and children that are 
stressed," she said. "And staff are dealing with tile 
same issues." 

She said training sessions always show how 
widespread the problem is. "In every single train­
ing there has been a staff member or multiple staff 

watched the ground move. Classmate Annie said 
she "lellil1ed a lot about the tulip tree. It's now my 
favorite tree. The leaves are an awkward shape 
and they're really pretty. It's really massive." 

Small groups of students are escorted around 
the park with Szczygiel and a tellil1 of volunteers 
who playa critical role. Regulars such as Jane 
Levy, a retired teacher who now is a beekeeper, 
and Tom Jameson, spend many days each year 
taking students on hikes. Jameson said he helps 
with field trips three to four days each week. 

Whether it's first-graders lemning about winter 
animals at Kensington Metropark or third-graders 
studying pond habitats, every student in grades 
kindergarten through six - about 400 classrooms 
- get a hands-on enviromnentallesson during the 
school year. He takes them to gravel pits, water­
treatment facilities and into just about every park 

More stories and information can be found online at new5.a2schoo!s.org 

members who have been impacted by suicide or 
depression," she said. "It's there. It impacts people 
at every single (school) level." 

Depression is a chronic medical condition that 
is often misunderstood, Meyer said. The average 
age where clinical depression and bipolar disorder 
is first seen is between the ages of 15 and 24; 
recognizing and managing depression early can 
help prevent tragedies in schools and elsewhere, 
she said. 

Anne Kramer. a research associate and clinical 
social worker with the University of Michigan 
Department of Psychially also works with the Ann 
Arbor program and said schools are the logical 
place to reach young people since they spend so 
much time there. 

She notes that 20 percent of students in their late 
teens have experienced depression at some point 
in their lives. 

"Ifleft untreated, symptoms can become worse, 
episodes can be closer together," she said, adding 
timt some can escalate into the suicidal realm. 

Kramer said there are a number of coping 
strategies that can be taught to those with depres­
sion including teaching ways to live a healthier 
lifestyle and other treatments including therapy 
and medication. 

She said anecdotal evidence from school staff 
show that the partnership between AI1l1 Arbor and 
U-M is doing its job and raising awareness. "And 
that's encouraging," she added. 

Muir suggests and parents and staff follow their 
instincts in recognizing a problem. 'Trust your 
judgment that you know and understand your 
children and students well," she said. Talk with 
pediatricians and professionals in the schools. 

"Drawing on those relationships are important." 

around the area. Fifth-graders get the thrill of a 
"winter sl1TVival" session where they build fires 
and cook their own hot lunch. 

"A lot of people thought it (environmental edu­
cation) was a fad," he adds. "It's not a fad and it 
really makes a difference. Every day, students say 
to me that 'this is the best thing I've everdonc'." 

Browning said he thinks enviromnental 
education has staying power, because it speaks to 
everyone. "We live in such a technology age," he 
said. "The enviromnental education program is 
pretty good at helping you understand that, despite 
the technology, there's a real world out there." 

Casey Hans edits this nev.'S!etterjor The Ann 
Arbor Public Schools. Contact her via e-mail at 
hansc@aaps.k12.mi.us or by calling 734-994-
2090 ext. 51228. 
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School Bells 
81 honored at dinner 

Eighty one Ann Arbor high 
school students were honored Nov 
7 at the annual Freedom Fund Din­
ner, sponsored by the Ann Arbor 
chapter of the NAACP, African­
American students who have 
earned at least a 3.2 grade point 
average in school are honored. 
Keynote speaker was Washtenaw 
County SherifCJerry L. Clayton. 
Honorees included: 
Community High School: 
First-veal' scholar Chelsea Evans­
Wan·~n; second-year scholars Max 
Bowen, Emily Milligan, Tamara 
Parks and Samantha Thomas. 
Huron High School: First-year 
scholars Carnyle Allen, Christiana 
Allen-Pipkin, Sariya Bryanch, 
Allante' Bumell, Blaire Crockett, 
Tyler Davis, Sharzay Fields, Je­
Juan French, LaMicah Hughbanks, 
Kamaria Lee, Maya Long, Fatou 
Ndaw, Cynthia Ofili, Chinyere 
Onimo, Lindsey Whitlock, Dallas 
Williams; second-year scholars 
Blittany Cole, Gamuchirayi Ding­
wiza, Awah Ditah, Yonica Dupree, 
Mmysa Hill, Jeremy Jackson and 
Imani Watkins; third-year scholars 
Whitney Foster, Ralph Green, 
Noelle Kahunguba, Devon Micou 
and Bre' Anna Simpson. 
Pioneer High School: Fil:,I-year 
scholars Malachi Bowerbank, 
Jazmine Cooper, DeLaynna 
Corley, Tobias Kpadenou, 
Kirby Lee, Ashli Marable, Jes­
sica Obidike, Justin Pendleton, 
Daniesha Scott, Kyle Snedecor, 
Ana Vereen; second-year scholars 
William Anderson, Triesha Amold, 
Tiffany Cole, Bradie Connor, 
Chloe Corley, Dominique Corley, 
Sabrina Gay, Gregory Goss II, 
Megan Graham, Mani Herring, 
Victoria Lloyd, Kailen McKay, 
Kaitlyn Mills, Davonte Powell, 
Jordan Robertson, Angelica 
Shipman, Crystal Smith, Willie 
Smith, Jr., Joshua Weiland and 
Aaron Wilson; third-year scholars 
Alyssa Goss, Ugochukwu Uche, 
Ayona Vanhorn-Lee, Christina 
Wade, Devin Webster and Brandis 
Yarrington. 
Skyline High School: First-year 
scholars Senait Dafa, Hafsa Farah, 
Jeremy Jagers, Kelsy Lee, Jasper 
Lindsay, Noah Miller, Jonatl1an 
Muriu, Chaune' Rael-Whitsitt, 
Ibrahim Saed and Paige Win!. 
Stone High School: First-year 
scholar Brittany Hayes. 

4 

Images around the schools < 

Tappan 6th-graders learn love of 
language from U-M lineman 

David Moosman, starting senior offensive 
lineman from the University of Michigan 
football team visited the sixth-grade team of 
Victoria Power (pictured with him above), 
James Corbett, Maria Erickson and Patricia 
Hueter at Tappan Middle School's media 
center on Nov. 2. 

An English major at U-M, Moosman 
spoke about his love of reading and writing 
and told students that his mother inspired 
his field of study. Moosman read Robert 
Frost's "The Road Not Taken" for students. 
"Every year I introduce the PoetlY Genre 
with Robert Frost's poem and connect with 
the kids in conversation about the "new" 
road they will be traveling on starting 
middle school," Power said. 

Pioneer advanced placement students 
get real life writing experience 

In what is nonnally a literature driven course, Don Packard's 
Advanced Placement English students at Pioneer High School 
took a break from "The Scarlett Letter" to visit with Brad Hede­
man from Zingerman's online. 

Hedeman, who is responsible for the online content for 
Zingennan's Mail Order business, came to Pioneer Nov. 5 to talk 
about how he writes and the process he employs when writing 
about food. 

Students were then given a chance to write their own prod-
uct descriptions of chocolate bacon that is sold at the store and 
through Zingennan's mail order. The "winning" product descrip­
tion will replace the existing copy on the Zingennan's Web site. 
Look for it in weeks to come. 

Zingennan's Mail Order is part of The Zingennan's Commu­
nity of Businesses in Ann Arbor. Visit www.zingennans.com. 

Skyline swimmers help in the classroom, 
raise money for breast cancer research 

RIGHT: Members of the Skyline High School Women's Swim­
ming Team spent their day off recently reading to the Young 
5s and kindergarten classes at Abbot Elementary. They were 
welcomed by teachers Sarah Bradley and Carol DeKeyzer and 
their students. The partnership went swimmingly: The students 
atheJtes have been invited back after the Young 5s have com­
pleted the stories they are now writing. 

LEFT: The second Skyline-Pioneer Swim­
for- the Cure took place recently. Each year 
the athletes spend the week prior to the swim 
meet learning about breast cancer and sharing 
their experiences with the disease. This year, 
the team honored Pioneer High School senior 
Hannah Maxbauer's mother, Jan Maxbauer, 
who is being treated for breast cancer. Here, 
Skyline and Pioneer swimmers mingle during 
the competition. 

photo by Eva Leissou 

More stories and information can be found online at news.a2schools.org 
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Skyline High Presents ~Annie Get Your Gun~ 

Tuesday, November 17, 2009 

By Ellie Falaris Ganelin, Special Writer 

The Skyline High School Theatre opened Nov. 13 with a rendition of the Broadway hit "Annie Get Your Gun." Directed 

by Anne-Marie Roberts, this is the third musical the school has put on since Skyline first opened last fall. 

"It's always rewarding to see the kids grow," Roberts said. 

"Annie Get Your Gun," by Irving Berlin, tells a fictionalized story of real-life sharpshooter Annie Oakley. The story starts 

in Cincinnati, where the backwoods Annie, played by Richa Saran, gets roped in to a shooting contest against the great 

Frank Butler, played by Ari Axelrod, who tours with Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show. To everyone's surprise, Annie narrowly 

wins, dazzling the crowd as well as Buffalo Bill (Will Babbitt) and the show's manager, Charlie Davenport (Andrew 

Nazzaro). 

Before she knows it, Buffalo Bill invites Annie to join his show on the road. She's smitten with Frank, and while he 

reciprocates, he thinks differently when Annie ends up getting a bigger role than him in their traveling shooting act. They 

end up touring in separate shows for a time, as Annie rises to international stardom. 

Roberts noted that one of the challenges of putting on the musical was getting enough boys to fill the male roles. But 

Roberts found ways to work around it. Some of roles, including hotel owner Foster Wilson, is instead Faustina Wilson 

(Angie Goulet) in this production. A cowgirl trio (Christiana Hench, Ilana Rashes and Natsumi Shoji) replaces a cowboy 

trio, accompanying Annie Oakley as she sings her siblings to sleep. 

The musical first premiered in 1946 and has since gone through several revivals. In the meantime, the play has become 

a popular production for high schools across the country. However, aspects of the original musical have become 

controversial. With the presence of racism against Native Americans and prejudice against women, director Anne-Marie 

Roberts chose to go with the more toned-down 1999 revision of the musical. 

The presence of guns in the story has been the topic of some discussion among some in the blogosphere. The blog 

"Ann Arbor School Musings" pointed out in August that Michigan has very strict rules about students possessing 

weapons in the public schools: "What if a kid holds the fake gun up to another kid's head and goes 'bang, bang' just to 

be funny? Aren't we borrowing trouble here?" 

But after seeing the play this weekend, the blogger, who goes by "Ruth," changed her mind. 

"'Annie Get Your Gun' has guns, but it's not violent," she said, noting that her initial concerns stemmed from how guns 

and violence are often intertwined. 

11/18/09 10:36 AM 
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Roberts agrees: "In a public high school, we address violence in a broad sense," she said. "Aside from Annie joking 

about shooting Dolly Tate, it isn't really a depiction of gun violence." 

The play continues 7:30 p.m. Nov. 20 and Nov. 21 at Skyline High School. Tickets are $25 VIP seating, $12 general 

admission and $8 for students. Tickets are available at the door or at www.showtix4u.com. 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/articies/2009/11/18I1ife/doc4b033f3aOb782039959901.prt 

© 2009 heritage. com, a Journal Register Property 
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* o Votc'S 

nn rbio,r sc,hool bOiard Trustee 
He:len ates-BI-yant resigns 

Longtin-Ie ,.1\rm Arbor school boaidmember He:i,!:n 

position lcmi;Jr:t, c:tln~J pel"sonar anc: econmr::::: reasons. 

resfgned frorn rler 

Her resignc:~tion 'was effective at the end of ti'le rneetlng, 

In offerjn~l r-ler resignation, Gates-Brya'Tt said the trustees 
challenges, Uiey're up to the task of rnaking cuts 'Nhile presei"ving Ann f.\,raor's 

ed ucaHon qua lity. 

"Because 1 knolt\,' Hlis is an aV',iesome beard, I ~TIO\;V t'l[S board is up for the 

she sai\:L 'Tm encouraging you to stay it'le course, You're doing tile right things.' 

Boardrnembers said durlng almost seven years on the beard, Geltes-S;-yant 

champroned the 'I/oice of those 'w[Ul0ui voices and also helped 1n the process of 

building trie new Skyline Hjgti SchooL 

great 

"I have not one lota of a. doubt that the education of students in Elis district is bettei 
because of Helen's V;/Drt\," Trustee Glenn Nelson satd, 

After receiving a hug and a piaque recogn1zfng her board 

President Deb r, .. ~exicotie, Gai:es~Br;l"ant crloked up as she maoe her fmal remarks. 

"Thts has reall:,1 been hard. i have reaHy enjoyed. the 

and I really vva.nt to iT-lank trie community for givJn'!J me U-,e oppo;tunrty," stle sarcL''!'m 

going to trUlY miss being rmre at tile table." 

Gates~Bryant was erected at a tJrneof tUfmoll in trge dfstrict and on trie board. During 

her tenure, members worked to un~fy the school board, SuperinteGdent Todd 

Roberts and adrl'"11nistrate Ei nlOre than $240 millton bond iSSUe that 
renovate'n aH the district's schools. She has been seiYing as a cornmittee cnairfor 

s8'oleral year's, lnctuclin{l t'1e planning committee trlis school year. 



until the end of the school year. A regular SChOOL election '';;lii.! be riGid in am:: 

Gates~8ryanrs seat '"vill be up for election then. 

Those intereste,:: rf] filtlng ttl€: vacancy CEt:l send a resume, a 

tflan t'J\l'O pages and three letters of recornmendatlon Nov. 30 

l"leadquarters. Tr1e candidates \1\<,1[1 be intervfev,!ed in open sess;on 'if/itt": a Dec 'j 6 date 

for final "vote. 

C.J:nce a selection is lTlade, the c:i1nciidate ls ~["nrned1ate1y SvVOf;1 in and seaterj at ti'le 

board 



(I VOTi:S 

Ann rbor school board gets clean 
financial audit, discusses schoo:1 
finances 

The }\nn t'las re:>eived about S7,500 in 

pr"ivate donations since voters turned do\!vn a C:::lJ 

rnii~age, executive dfrector Wendy Garren told the schoc.] beard VVednesday nigi'lL 

in add!Uon, a private donor has offered matching funds up to $10,000 for donations 

gathered from ne"lif dcmors tle"PNeen Nov. 4 and Dec. 31, Correll said. 

Ttl€: hope [5 those '."",ho vDtedror the unsuccessful mif.[age 

will d'onatetile money they Volere V\I'[mng to pay [In taxes to 

the foundation, \Nhich. supports the school district. 

CorreWs announcement '!ivas one of several nnancIal iterns 

on the agenda for the 5CrWOJ board tonlght 

The biggest item wastr'-le i:::tistricfs audit of lis spending for 

the 2008-08 serloef year. 

Ttle disiric.1 has a clean audit, Eric Formberg of Plante 

Moran told the boar,d. That nleans the audltors round no 

pmbi:ems in t~le rlandling of the dtstrict's fina::1ces. 

According to the audit, the dlstrict reoe~ved slightly more 

than $182 mmion in revenu,sfor tilE: 2008-09 scl'mo1 year, 

',h;'hf~e it spent about S186.5 million.. The differenos, about 

Fiie; ph olD 

$4.1 mHHon, Vias spent out of the district's fund balance .. That low'ered the total fund 

balance 10 :$27.9 ffifilion. 

The numbers reported were trle district's 9Emeralfum::L 



Se\leral t)oanj' ;Tlernbers rtt:id questions aDout trle fund bB . .lancew Forrnber'g said 

about l' 0 pe.(c.ent that balance. ".'l2lS undesignaied The majorlty the fund 

i:)21I81nCe, 62 percent, is set aside to r"lelp V",iUl 

district doesn't g.et state aie' crlec[(S, 

The auc1i1.;:xs saie;; es percent of the district's gtmeral fun:i spending is on saJaries a.nd 

benefits., Trtey also soakj for every $1 spent on satahes, 86 cents 'Nent to instruction, 

Trustee Randy Friednlanasiced Supe:'"intendent Todd Roberts to make S;Jre the 

auditors' presentation \,Ivas put up on trle 

Earlier in the evening, 2 coupJe parents ,,',tho were heavlty' it1volve·j tn tr16 faHed milia'2e 

carrJpargn told the beard they Viani 10 ma~(e sure the comrl!unity understands the 

district's fInances, 

"I urge the board te, redoubie efforts to rnaf{e the di.strlcts' finances not only open" but 

understandable to trwse ',ll"hc c.ior:'t umiersmnd edw.::atiofl,'" 

Ctlristine Stead sald the needs to educate residents about "',ihat progrerns 
are mana,aied b~l' Hie state, vlhat chan~les they can make, \Nhat costs the distrlcts 

controls and what costs the dlstrfct does not c()niroi. 

.Roberts told tile ScflOO! board district administrators plan tel riOja a series of meetings 

with the public in trte com~ng montrls oVer budget cuts, He said trle: cljstric: to 

have a draft budget for ttle 2.o·1O~11 sct1001 yea, cornptete: 



Age: 44 
Position, for how long: Elementary princi­

. pal since January 2006. 
Live in what neighborhood and how long: 

Pittsfield Township. . 
How. would you like to be remembered: 

Someone who had a love for learning and a pas­
sion for education. Someone who exemplified 
Christ's love toward mankind. 

Most significant accomplishment: 
Becoming an educator. . 

Biggest disappointment: None to date. I've 
learned from every disappointment, therefore 
they have become learning,opportunities. An 
educator takes advantage of every teachable 
moment 

Ten Questions 
1. What do you do on a home football 

Saturday? 
. Make every effort to attend the game. If I'm not 
at the game, I unconditionally avoid that part of 
town. 

2. You're a tour guide in Ann Arbor, where 
would you take a tourist? 

Oh this one is easy. The first stop woUld be at 
Logan Elementary (I'm always bragging about 
my staff and students). From Logan, we would 
go to the Big House, although I'd make a point to 
pass Huron High School, my high school alma 
mater and the Arb. The peonies at the Arb are 
simply breathtaking. Once at the Big House, we 
would abandon our ground transportation and 
continue the tour on foot. From there, we \vould 
meander through U of M campus and end the 
tour at Washtenaw Dairy, where I'd spring for 
butter-pecan ice cream. 

3. What's your favorite season in Ann 
Arbor and what makes it special? 

My favorite season in Ann Arbor is, without a 
doubt, fall. The beautiful fall colors, trips to the 
cider mill and, of course, football. Fall is also the' 
time of year that students return to school, which . 
is always a highlight! 
. 4. What are the pros and cons of living in 

Ann Arbor? 
Pros: Ethnically diverse culture, education 

exudes from the very pores of Ann Arbor, a 
plethora of family-friendly events and activi-

ties, world-class educational system for K-12 and 
beyond; fairly clean city (those who litter are 
actually frowned upon), many parks, reliable and 
efficient police and fire departments (both groups 
are also active volunteers in our schools), citizens 
are pretty amicable and public-spirited. My fanl­
tiy moved to Aim Arbor in 1975 to facilitate my 
mother attending U of M's nursing program. 
Well, we've been here ever since. 

Cons: Still looking for them. 
5. Which Ann Arbor restaurant makes 

your favorite dish, drink at dessert and what 
is it? 

Impossible to select one favorite restaurant. 
When I taking guests out to eat, I sinlply as them, 
"What do you feel like eating?" Then I select the 
restaurant based upon their palate. 

6. What building or landmark in Ann 
Arbor makes it unique? 

Although the University of Michigan hospital 
is quite impressive, hats off to the Big House! I 
have family across the country; they all know the 
Big House. 

7. If. you could wave a magic wand and 
change one thing about Ann Arbor, what 
would it be? 

This wound is still fresh - the State School 
Aid, specifically restoring the 20j state funding. 
As everyone is painfully aware, our schools are 
hemorrhaging financially. . 

8. What's your favorite saying or quote? 
"Long after they have forgotten what you 

taught them, they will remember how you treated 
them" - author unknown. 

9. If you could give a newcomer to Ann 
Arbor one piece of advice, whaiwould it be? 

Welcome home! 
10. Ann Arbor is known as tree city, what's 

your favorite and why? 
I appreciate all the trees in Ann's Arbor. 
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Cou LEGAL NEWS 

Tappan School inaugurates 'law Club' with presentation by two county 
homicide detectives 

By Frank Weir 

Legal News 

Washtenaw County homicide detectives Tom Sinks and John Scafasci visited Tappan School 
last week for the inaugural meeting of that school's Law Club. 

Hosted by long-time Tappan teacher Wendy Raymond, the club is an extension of legal­
related activities Raymond has offered "for 20 years," she said. 

"Due to changes in class scheduling, some seventh graders were unable to attend my 
classes as eighth graders so we came up with the idea of a 'law club' this year that allows 
any student to participate," she said. 

The club will meet six times a year on Thursdays. Future programs will feature local 
attorneys discussing why they chose to enter the law as well as a mock trial to be held in 
Judge Timothy Connors' courtroom. 

Judge Connors has long championed Raymond's work hosting courtroom tours by 
Raymond's students. 

On the right, Sinks shows students how bullets fired from differing distances mayor may 
not leave residue on victims' clothing. 

Sinks and Scafasci also showed students how detectives can find fingerprints on various 
surfaces, even on rubber gloves worn by suspects; how molds of shoe prints are cast; and 
how to use a Super Glue fuming box to make finger prints readable on certain surfaces. 

About 50 students attended the Law Club paying rapt attention and asking pertinent 
questions during the event. 
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nd~ng uts hit distr~cts 
Continues from Al "I'v(' DL'Ver bl'L'll 111lwilling Ann Arbor school board 

to tax myself if there's a good Treasurer Randy Friedman 
being scheduled. reason for the tax," he said, worries that division may 

ltiJesdil@@is pointing to his support of Ann already being happening. 
Arbor's greenbelt millage. "TIlere were two main rea-

In school board meetings But he'says school dis.- sons people voted against the 
across Washtenaw County triets haven't done enough to millage," he said. "One is they 
since the vote, more dt'lails manage their budgets befure said, 'J don't want to raise my 
about budget shortf,,]]s are asking people for more money (a:xes in tough tinles: That's a 
emerging. cThe deficits "ren't in a tough economic time. very honest view that I under-
the product of the biled mill- Berriz outlined several stand and I sympathize with. 
age vote. Instead, they're the steps he believes districts While it is painful to see taxes 
outcome 0) nearly $3oo-per- should take now: go up, it's even more pain to 
student cuts from each school » Look closely at consolida- see education deteriorate. 
district's state funding over tion to make sure buildings (However) that's a legitimate 
the past month. are running efficiently at ca- and fair argument (against the 

Ann Arbor has seen almost pacity. He doesn't see a reason miliagc)." 
double that amount cut per buildings should be running The other argument, Fried-
student. 75 percent full. "There's going man said, is the school district 

Per-pupil state aid is a to be survivors and losers. I is being mismanaged. He 
school district's main source do believe that the probability said people were misled and 
of revenue. that this county will have 11 didn't understand the district's 

"Based on up-to-date staff- district overheads (including finances. 
ing, adjustments in special the Washtenaw Intermediate "They said there needed 
education reinlbursement, School District) is not high, to be more transparency. 
declining enrollment and a but the lGds don't have to suf- I'm sorry. There's plenty of 
$292 per-pupil reduction, we fer in that. They can still get a transparency and transpar-
have a $2 million. shortfall for good education." ency doesn't pay teachers," 
the (current) 2009-2010 school » Competitively bid out he said. "There have been 
year," Graden wrote. support services and health consistent efforts in this 

"And based on a conserva- insurance coverage. He said district to pare down our 
tive estimates-per-pupil state he pays more for health insur- administration." 
funding cut of $300, an ex- ance' for his company's 1,200 Friedman said he's afraid 
pected decline in enrollment employees than he does in the district is on the verge 
(the size difference between property damage insurance on of a return to several years 
the graduating class and a his properties, a main reason ago, where board meetings 
typical incoming kindcrgar- he bids his company's insur- were fIlled with divisiveness 
ten class), and increases in ance regularly. That gener- and superintendents were 
salaries, health care, energy, ates savings for his company, regularly run out of town. But 
etc., we project an additional money he think the school he said he hopes it will be the 
shortfall of $3.4 million next districts can also realize. opposite, and the community 
year." » Open up Ann Arbor as will come together. 

. That's a combined $5-4 a schools-of-choice district, "In the shortterm, there's 
million deficit in the next 18 drawing in stndents from going to be cuts that need 
months, Greden said, noting around the county. They to be made and how the 
as a point of reference that would increase revenues in corrimunity responds will be 
the district's current fund Ann Arbor and also work to the key in if we look back in 
balance is $3-4 million - 6-5 further diversify schools .. three years and say we did 
percent of its $53 million total Berriz also said districts a hell of job of solving this 
budget. Independent auditors should become more trans- problem or if we look back 
recommend a 10 percent to parent about their finances and say we fought when we 
15 percent fund balance for a and the moves they intend to should have thought," Fried-
district of Saline's size, Graden make. man said. 
said. "What I'm trying to get 

. Graden has scheduled a (school officials) to under- Reform efforts 
"Community Conversation" stand is that when they are 
about fmances for 6:30 p.m. to transparent, people trust Not all the efforts are taking 
8:30 p.m. Monday night in the them," he said. "When they place at the local level. 
Libertv School auditorium. are opaque (as they are now), Several parents, district 

Salhte's school board people's fears that something employees and school board 
also voted Tuesday to direct is wrong are magnified." members traveled to Lansing 
Graden to reopen the district's He knows his ideas are to lobby lawmalwrs for resto-
contract with teachers. Sinlilar controversial. And that tough ration of funding and health-
conversations will begin soon tinles are likely to continue. care reform. 
in all the area's school dis- "These topics are all about Also, one of the main anti-
tricts, superintendents said. the center because they millage citizen groups has 

don't affect the kids," he said. become The Coalition for 

Private citizens "The likelihood that you will Responsible Schools for All 
see a building boom in any Students, a political action 

Albert Berriz jokes that the (Washtenaw County) town- committee lobbying for edu-
work of running his company, ship is less than zero. There's cation reform. 
McKinley Inc., is piling up as going to be no new construc- The group is holding its 
he has meetings on school tion. The value of the exist- fITst public meeting 6-8 p.m. 
fmancing. ing tax base will continue today at the Ann Arbor Com-

Berriz was one of the key to decline. Plus, on the sales munity Center, 625 N. Main st. 
drivers behind the millage de- tax, there's less disposable On the agenda is the latest 
feat. He spent at least $75,000 income now." information on school fund-
of his company's money to Berriz said he also knows ing from Lansing, a recap of 

-a 
fa 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I. 

i 
I , 

(f) 

E 
ro 
::-
en 
0 

.:1-
0.. 
C 

(f) 

c: 
0 

"II=' 
U 
:::; 

U 
OJ 
:I-

::-
0 "--ro 
E 
0) 
c 

..c 
en 
Q) 

~ 
en u 
::-
ro 
0 

00 

'lJ 
{1J 
(/j 



* A'nn Arbor sch.ool b:oard membe 
Ran,dy Fri,edma,n's residency 
qU'lestioned 

Just berore the start of the school yea:", 

II~ ) 8'- 2007 

Friedman bO;Jght a 5,6()O·square-Toot house [n BIrrrlingtiarn to c~ut OOViiTl. rlis comrnute 

bet'{J;'een Ann Aibor ana the Oakland COLinty private set-mol If,;[iere his ci1ltdren nov." 

attend, 

Friedman said the purchase shouicin't disqualif'!l rlirn troill 

servrng on the school board sirme he still ovvns a horne in 

Ann Ar.bo[P. And ar1i10L:lgl"t same ~lave raised G:.Jestions 

about his status in me district, it's unclear Vllf10, if anyone, 

\VOll].;j launch an investigation into Fr~edmans residency, 

Friedman said he asked fellow sc'hoo! board members 

wrlemer he shollfd reslgn,and they toi'd hl[['1 to stay on trle 

board, 

"I love Ann Arbor. r'~11y home tS in Ann A.rbor," he said. 'Tve 

:given a lot of my time and my \lvife has giver: a lot of time to 

hetp oLir community. \tv'e em? not ln Birrningrlarn to 

par~icipate in Birmingham's community Hfe." 

School tmard President Deb Mexicoti:e, wl·'I'[.) acts as the 

Am: AJbCT' SChDOI board 
Treasurer :R.and~/ 
Frledrnan 

board's spokes'l/\,oman, said SriE' was a'l/are Friedman's, criiidren are al the orlvate 

school. The school b·carcJ r~as not discussed Friedman's status in pubfic rileetlngs or 

taken a positIon on rlis decision to .buy a tl:lme in another distri~t 

r\'~extcotte woufdn't comment on Friedman's mG'lle to enrolf r-lfs childre:1 elsE;,wrlere., 

other than to say that white parents r1ave to make tine best er1Oi:;es for their chJldren, 

the .Af'bor provides a great education ,(Nitn a great teac;,ing staff. 

Friedman's eUgibtlity t'J serve on the board centers on vJhicrl l-lorne he 

primary residence. 



~IAnn ALrbol~ [S (n~/ pilinar~~' residence, ~ ne\I'er 3lg:ned H.ny a.ffidavll e 
Bttrnlnrgl18rn t'lOLlS'2) 2S rr1.y prirnal).f p:~~Slrjen:8e!'~ Friedrrla.n salol addin9 l'I[S, ,cc"".r,r~~r 

hlrn. 

Friedmal1 SctiCl U'le atloiTli3'ji couldn't nm:; any dOGurTlE'nts sayi:'lQ Elirrnin9rian'i \,,,,35 ~Iis 

pr~:11ary resicience. 

State mandates s8hool b::Jarc! trustees be eligIble voters ;7"1 trl;:;- d~strict in vvhi.c;t-t they 

serve. People are qualified to vote [n the district 

residence, 

in Detroit's suburbs, I'le Sf3:r,Cf. 

they claim their 

Friedman graduated from G:Juntr':,' Day: his tV,fO ob;.iest sons wa;juate1j aruj 

he served on its sGi'mol boatd for ·12 ~/i::a:s. also hei start a.n alurnni funeraising 

campaign for Countr~' Day. 

"We'Ve had a member oT our fam[~~,' on t1"l8 board almost years," said. "Tt"1is is 2i 

rluge tradition vl,'ith my My connect.1on to Country DE~Y ne'N ne'NS. VVhen I 

i,'J8S appOinted to true bDard Un 20(2), the head of CountiY Day \Mrote :nea. fetter oT 
recomm€l1datioil. " 

His youngest 2 c'~liidre'n moved to COiJ:ltry' Day 

made the jump fmrn ,4.nn 

years ago, Friedman said, 

2 

spring, joinin9 their 

Over the summer', Friedmananci i'iis '.'"ire, Donna:, bougnt the $1.4 million 'louse [n 

B~:rningf"la:rrL 



Randy Friedman said the 

"I clon't have to have my! kids in n-:e eiistrrcl '[0 carE:' 

Durrng rlis board tenure;. Friedrnan has been an advocate looKing 
climate at the district's ~-ligh schools and Vias influential in recruiting 

b,ecome superintendent 'w'hen George Fornem Jeft 

on 

social 

Friedman said despite compailY's offices be[ng in Llvon:a, t-le and 'N~fe C:-lrc 

8ctlve tn Spol1soF'ing and attending events [n ji,tln , Friedma.n is t~-Ie CEO 

StilL he saro, "VVe do have 4 srna[[ children. Like .a ia! of of smaH children, "Ne 

SPerl! a iot of time 'Nith 

Friedman declined to say hmvmany nights a 'vveek he and t-lis fal'niiy are in 

8[~rr-l1ngtlam and hov.; many they're ~n Ann Ar'bo;, 

He also pointed out tf-H~ majority of current school board chifdren 

in Ann Arbor's schoofs .. Friedman and f· .. iexlcotteare trle onf,y curre.nt s:::t1001 board 

De.b ~\i1exicotte said havf:1g children in trle distri.ct 

school board, 

a prerequisite sen/in,::; on tr:e 

constituents ','vefi," she said, adding choosi;'lga. school 15 a decision parents 

based on 8 or facIors. 



Parent p.,ijjcheUe Roc~ciilghafn s21·d srle understands Ulat, (Jut 

syrnbolfc value ()f having a school ~Jo~Hd rnember sending his ct~'lildren lCi anotner 

schooL 

"It just looks bad," said ROGkil1gimm, 'N10 has a son in an 

scr']ooL "It makes me vlonder If U-lin1r~s the d:istrfct ci~es a Job educating 

stuGentsT 

Ail"l Arbor [s dojn~~ a good job 

continue tr1at 

''I've tried to in~orporate poHeies at tr:e board leve] that I ieanlc:cJ at 
. "It WErs never my intention to [eave .Ann ,.o.sbor. My' home is here." 

Da 'r/I'd jesse CO'lers f(-12 education for Armlvt)or.com He can !Jf) reacrwc/ at 



* nn rbor school district budget 
1Voto starts to show effec of state aid 

cuts 

In many 'W'21Y'S, tt-le presentation of the Ann Arbor settool district's 'fi:-st qJarte:- finanCt81 
report '\l"l8S a scene setter for '\II/hat's to come. 

That's because b1g crlanges ~n the i'eJ' ... 'enUe tr1e disiri;:;t is getting and the cuts in 

expenses trle d[sirict is golng to b'e making \'Jon't start showing up until next quarter at 

tr18 earliest. 

The district's finance team spent about a half an hour Tuesda~l afternoon brj,eflnga 

seMol board cotY'JrnWee on the dlstr'ict's first-quarter fjnances~ 

The full board \fIill be asked its next rneeting to amend the budget for it-lis sGrlooi year 

to reduce tile revenue s~de by slightly' over $3,000,000 and increase the expensf. sidE: 

by $10,000. 

The big chunk of the change on the revenue side ]s nearly $2.7 mililon in lost revenue 

from a $165 cut in per-pupil state ald.. There's also a $350,,000 cut in investrT:ien1 

income~The revenue reduction is lust the nrst of a total of three bi:g l'1e'gathle changes 

coming to the district's budget 

The otf1er two? A S233 cut in vvhat's cafled .20J per-pupil fundtnp fiGr.; the state and 

anomer $127 per-pupil Gut in state aid. 

The district hasn't se,en arl'y' crr8cks yet from the state \'Vitt"i the lattei tvvo cuts .. Ttlose 

are expected to be seen fn the Deeecnt1e;', Rebert l\tlen, tt",e distri::;t's cieputy 

superintendent for operations, said. 



Tt-lere's '90i.n9 tel be simliar cuts in t'le expense side once 

offici als sab::!. 

t11€ Cllts are [n, school 

Dlstrict administrators and the setmol c,c,arcl will :~ather em Dee, 3 to ta[~( al,):Jut 1.~/'1at 

those cuts for tilis schoot year 1I'/m t:"le, Superfntend~ent Todd Roberts said, 

Trle $10,000 incn38se In expenses trlisschooi. year fs re.lated to profess[one:1 

de'\ielopment expenses, Allen saia, 

Hie moves, If adopted by the school board, 'Nil! make the di.sttict's Dudgeted revenue 

for t'le year S188,940,000 and budgeted expenses of $"191.,964,560. 

David Jesse covers K·12 er:Jucatfon for Ann Arbor. com. ,He can 

.cet?! or ,at 734~623'-2534. 
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Heritage Newspapers (heritage.com) 

Ann Arbor Journal> News 

longtime school board member steps down 

Frida~ November 20, 2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

Longtime Ann Arbor Board of Education member Helen Gates-Bryant resigned from the Ann Arbor Board of Education 

Nov. 18. 

"It is with great regret that I will resign immediately following this meeting," she said. 

Citing personal reasons that prompted a move to another state, Gates-Bryant was presented a plaque for her years of 

service and heard numerous tributes from her fellow board members following her announcement. 

She was first elected to the board in 2003. 

"We've been working together since 2003 and you brought insight to this table," said board member Glenn Nelson. 

Nelson said Gates-Bryant always directed her decision toward the well-being of the district's students. 

He recalled driving to Michigan Association of School Board meetings with Gates-Bryant that were filled with her unique 

sense of humor. 

"You're nice and fun, too," Nelson said. "Going to the MASB meetings won't be the same without you." 

The outgoing members urged her fellow board members to "stay the course." 

Gates-Bryant's open seat will be filled by appointment by the Board of Education Dec. 16. 

"I will miss Helen terribly," said board member Randy Friedman. "We've benefited from her contribution and we'll feel an 

emptiness without her." 

Susan Baskett, who ran with Gates-Bryant, and Board President Deb Mexicott, noted that they celebrated their first 

election together and said they were especially sad she would the first one leaving. 

"I'm a lucky person to have known you," said Board Vice President Irene Patalan. 

"You've enriched me and the students are lucky to have had you," she said. "You were always there for those students 

who needed a voice." 

Superintendent of Schools Todd Roberts said, "During the 3 1/2 years of working together, you asked the tough 

11124/09 10: 14 AM 
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questions, but you always knew what was fair and right." 

Mexicott recalled her campaign for the board with Gates-Bryant saying, "The three of us ran together in 2003 and we 

came on at a time when it was very, very difficult." 

Calling Gates-Bryant "a model," Mexicott said she had learned a lot from her departing board member and friend. 

"You caused me to reflect on how uniformed a board we've been," Mexicott said. 

The board agreed that "the loss to the community is great, but the East Coast is getting someone special." 

Gates-Bryant plans to move to Springfield, Mass. 

"This is really, really hard," Gates-Bryant said. "You have become my friends on a professional and a personal level and 

I will truly, truly miss you." 

Usa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397) or at lailmendinger@heritage.com. 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/11/24/ann_arbor.journal/news/doc4b0723d887624451217846.prt 

© 2009 heritage.com, a Journal Register Property 
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AnnArbor.com S;:i:fi AnnArbor.com Staff 

Pioneer field hockey coach Jane Nixon, 
Michigan coach Marcia Pankratz in hospital 
after scooter accident 
Posted: 12:38 p.m. November 20,2009 13 Comments. Comlllent Now 

Jane Nixon, a special education teacher and field hockey coach at Pioneer Higll School, 
is in stable condition in the intensive care unit at the University of Michigan Trauma 
Burn Center after suffering injuries Wednesday in a scooter accident in Ann Arbor 

Nixon was riding on a scooter driven by 
Michigan field hockey coach 

about 8 p.m. Wednesday when 
they collided with a Dodge intrepid at 
intersection of Pact(ard Street and Eest 

University, according to Ann Arbor police. 
Both Nixon and Pankratz were wearing 
helmets, Police said the accident remains 

under investigation, 

Pankratz also was admitted to UM Hospital, 

A page for Nixon on the Michigan Health 
System CarePages has a note from John 

and Joan Nixon and includes, "The family 
appreciates your support and prayers and 
asks that you please give them their privacy. 

Please no visitors at this time." 

Nixon has coached at Pioneer for the past 

12 seasons, and the Pioneer~: defeated 
Huron for 2, state ci1arnpionsfiqJ on 3'/ -
the programs 21 st overall and fifth straight. 
Nixon played college field hockey at 
Michigan, earning second team All-Big Ten 

honors in 1986. 

Pioneer High School field hockey coach and teacher 
Jane Nixon. (Photo: File photo) 

11/23/09 2: 10 PM 
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Pankratz is credited with turning iViichigan field hockey into one of the elite programs in 
the country. 

She returned to lead the team in January after a hiatus from coaching. She was 
previously the head coach of the Wolverines from 1996 to 2004, winning a 2001 NCAA 
title - the first by a women's team in the history of Michigan athletics. 

Before coaching at Michigan, Pankratz played for the U.S. National team at the 1996 
Summer Olympic Games in Atlanta and the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games. She spent nine 
years with U.S. Field Hockey team (1985-90, 1994-96), playing in 110 international 
matches. 

Share this post 

Related Articles: 

13 Comments: 

Tags: Jane Nixon, Pioneer High ScrlOol, Wolverines 

11/21: Ohio State 2'1, Michigan 10: Your guide to our coverage 

11/21: Images from Ohio State's 21-10 victory against Michigan 

11/21: Michigan football team falls to Ohio State, finishes last in the 
Big Ten 

11/21: Patience? Entering Year 3, Rich Rodriguez in danger of 
running out of it 

11/21: Box score: Ohio State 21, Michigan 10 

Wishing them both a speedy recovery-

Posted 2 days ago (Flag this Post) 

11/23/092: 10 PM 



/\DVENTURES IN MULTICULTURAL LIVING 

nn rborls It~mate CUl~hH·ad Dhdde: 
niversity IOf icnigaJrt vs Ohco StaJte 

rlost\c?c 421 pm Nov'2nmer 2C!, 2009 

There are many types of cultural differences­
racial, ethnic, gender sexual preference, religious, 
socia-economic, education, class-and many types 
of minorities struggling to have their vOices heard, 
but there is no cultural divide in Ann Arbor so 
marked as that fueled by the " 

rivalry. 

Upon arriving at 
thiS morning. Pnncipal Kevin ~\arr was 

dismayed to discover this act of 
resistance/sabotage ill the school parking lot, which 
prompted a in which he writes 

''Today when I arrived at King School. I was 
greeted with the following in the parking lot. When 
this type of thing happens at schooL it is obviously 
VERY concerning and it quickly sets in motion 
an investigation to find out who is responsible 
Putting up Ohio Staie University signs in or around 
school is NEVER acceptable'" 

This stern warning is followed by a very funny and 
light-hearted investigation of possible perpetrators 
and a poll asking King School families to vote on 
who they think the most likely culprit is. 

A gust ot wind reveals that the Principal's parking 
spot is usually designated with a big University of 
Michigan block M. Is that standard for Ann Arbor 
Public Schools? 

Frances Kai-Hwa Wang is a second-generation 
Chinese American from California wilo now divides 
her time between Ann Arbor and the Big Island of 
Hawaii. Sile is editor of IMOivcrsitycom 11 sun 

Vii/age, lead multicultural contnbutor for 
11m ;/-Iri!OF com, and a contributor for }\I£ v" AmefJca 
Medis's EII7noblog. She is a popular speaker on 
Asian PacifiC American and multicultural issues. 
ClJeci< out her website at fmncoslwiiJw[JV/Dil() 

lJer blog at francoskDlhwDWaJ1fi Dnd 
she can be reached at tkWi!llq888gc;mni!.cc.lT;. 

Related Articles: 11/22 

Ann Arbor Deals 
& More 

Shop Bivouac for al! your cold 
weathel' needs 

TOYOTA BEST DEALS OF THE 
YEAR NOW THRU NOV 30' 
DON'T MISS OUT 

just Announced l 

Sale at Chelsea 

Offenng a 
UofM clothing 

Red Tag 

collectioll of 
glftsl 

"Deep Freeze" 
at Big George's 



11115: Learning frolll the nUCJnces of tea 

1 Comment: 

I never saw such blatant pro- U of M signs in any parking lots but I 11ave to say tllat our daughter went 
through the top notch A2 school system and. by the age of 10. had decided she would attend the 
University of Michigan. She did just that started by walking to her first class at U of M while still a 
senior at Community High. I think there was "some influence" from k-12. and I see nothing wrong with 
the "prep" level promoting the college level especially wilen it's the MOST RECOGNIZED college ill 
the country - according to USA Today and other sources. 
U of M has a huge impact on our kids few cities have a great university aiding and reaching out to 
their kids. Encouraging them to think "Leaders and Best" about themselves is nothing to sneeze at is 
it? So - I turn a blind eye to this principle's little affectation. We need more like him. 

As for the OSU prank sign If we didn't have OSU to be our Goliath to our David. we'd probably be 
less ourselves. Now. let's have some enterprising U of M prankster go down to Columbus and put up a 
big "Reserved for Wolverines" banner across the goal posts at the Horseshoe. 

Posted 1 day ago {nag this Post~ 

@ 2009 AnnAroor com LLC and IfS licensor's, All rights reseryed 
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Opinion 

Home Front Book fairs~ mom fueled passion for 

reading 

Friday, November 20, 2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, Heritage Newspapers 

Sometimes while out on assignment, I'm transported back to a previous life. 

Not in a mystical or talks-with-spirits kind of way; rather in an "I remember-doing this when I was a kid kind of way." 

Last week, I was taken back to elementary school. 

For some of you, that might mean a one-room schoolhouse. 

Although I'm too young to personally have lived through that period of time, I've read about it. 

And I've retold people's stories describing what it was like to learn in a classroom heated by a wood stove, or have a 

pigtail dipped in an inkwell. 

On the other hand, there's nothing like having lived through an event and then writing about it years later. 

Such was the case recently when I walked into Logan Elementary School. As I entered the school to cover another 

assignment, I spied the Scholastic Book Fair and was instantly reminded of my favorite time during my early school 

days. 

Some personal history is needed here. My mom was a kindergarten teacher and a voracious reader. I not only learned 

to read at a very early age, but also I lived in a home filled with books. 

So when my school book fair rolled around each year, I was truly a kid in a literary candy shop. My book choices, like 

those of my classmates, were placed in separate piles awaiting our parents' arrival. 

My pile towered over all the other kids. And I couldn't wait until the end of the school day when my mom would arrive so 

she could pay for them, and I could start reading. 

I distinctly remember her writing checks for more than $100, which was a huge amount back in the early '60s. 

Yup, I was one of the lucky kids. My mom would pay for all those books, and I would grab one and start reading it to her 

as we drove home. 

11124/09 10: 31 AM 
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I'd pick a "skinny" one, which I knew I could road from cover to cover before we arrived at the garage door. 

My mom and I would read many of those books together, sometimes acting out the stories. Other times, we'd turn them 

into art projects. 

So last week, when I saw the excitement of those Logan students turned loose to peruse hundreds and hundreds of 

books, I was transported back to those amazing days of my childhood -- and a time when someone else paid for the 

books. 

The authors and titles have changed over the years, but the looks on those inquisitive little faces was a mirror image of 

mine at their age. 

Those book shelves were, and still are, my oysters. 

Each night, after I've written my newspaper stories for the day, I turn to the stories of other writers. 

I'm immediately whisked into their worlds, where I reside until my eyes begin to close and I drift off to sleep. 

After attending that book fair, I plan to pick up one of the books I loved as a child and read it out loud to my dogs. 

Then I'm going to turn the story into an art project, and put the finished project on my refrigerator -- just like my mom did 

when I was in elementary school. 

Although she died when I was just 15 years old, I'm sure she'll appreciate my grown-up efforts, which were ignited by 

her love of reading and fueled by those annual Scholastic book fairs. 

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397) or at lallmendinger@heritage.com. 

U RL: http://www.heritage.com/a rtic les/2009/11/24/0pin ion/doc4b06 be92905e b235403B21. prt 

© 2009 heritage.com, a Journal Register Property 
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Life 

logan students raise $1,500 for Food Gatherers 

Friday, November 20, 2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

Students at Logan Elementary School raised more than $1,500 during a two-week United Way coin drive project. 

The money will be donated to Food Gatherers_ 

At an assembly Nov. 16, it was announced that the coin drive raised $1539.97. 

The upper elementary classes won the battle of the upper elementary students vs. the lower elementary students for 

raising the most money, said Hyeuo Park, a fifth-grade teacher. 

"But we decided that the top earners from each level should be winners," he said. 

So, Amy Webster's fifth grade class and Karen Rochell's second-grade class will receive pizza parties for their efforts. 

Webster's fifth-grade class contributed $210. 

Included in her class are Islam Ashour, Jessica Baker, Nickolas Boyd, Jesse Cheng, August DiGiovine, Walayah Gazali, 

Seungwon Hur, Danyahl Hussain, Obinna lIozor, Leah Knox, Natalie Lakin, Devak Nanua, Isabel Nowak, Arie Park, 

Conor Smith, Jack Smith, Rebekah Song, Hannah Spirt-Jones and Huda Warsame. 

In the lower elementary, Rochell's class contributed $91. 

Included in her class are Nikhila Anand, Maxwell Barry, Nicholas and Noah Boucher, Yuanqi Deng, Yousif and Zacharia 

Gazali, Chioma Ai lIozor, Hajar Jaradat, Nicholas Kaipainen, Melissa Lin, Daniel McNeil IV, Aoun Mehdi, Ismail 

Mohamud, Vedha Reddy, Aisha Said, Sahil Shah, Ryan Watson, Alan and Derek Zhu. 

Park also said that the TCF Bank at the corner of Plymouth and Nixon roads allowed Logan staff access to its coin 

machine and issued a cashier's check at no charge, so all funds collected were donated to the cause. 

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397) or at iallmendinger@heritage.com. 

U RL: http://www.heritage.com/articles/2009/11/24I1ife/doc4b06bd8abd71 a86816041 o.prt 
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Ann Arbor Journal> News 

AppUcants sought to fiB school board post 

Friday, November 20, 2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

The Ann Arbor Board of Education is seeking applicants to fill a seat recently vacated by Helen Gates-Bryant. 

Those interested must be a citizen of the United States and 18 years of age or older. 

Eligible applicants must be residents of the Ann Arbor Public School District for at least 30 days and be eligible to vote. 

All those interested in submitting their name for the seat should send a written application to Amy Osinski, Ann Arbor 

Board of Education, 2555 S. State St., Ann Arbor, MI 48104 by 4 p.m. Nov. 30. 

They can also be faxed to 994-2414 or e-mailed to osinski@aaps.k12.mLus. 

Application must include a resume that includes the applicant's home address, telephone and, if applicable, e-mail 

address. 

Also include a letter of intent no longer than two pages that details experiences and qualifications applicants would bring 

to the board. 

Applicants will be interviewed by members of the Board of Education Dec. 8, and they will be required to make a brief 

public statement at the Dec. 16 Board of Education meeting. 

Both meetings are held 7 p.m. at the Ann Arbor District Library. 

A candidate will be selected and seated Dec. 16, by a majority vote of the board. 

The appointment runs through June 30, 2010. 

In addition, "We invite the community to submit possible questions to be used in the interview process," Osinski said in a 

press release from the district. 

Questions must be submitted to osinski@aaps.k12.mi.us or mailed to 2555 S. State St., Ann Arbor, MI48104 by 4 

p.m. Nov. 30. 

11/24/09 10:24 AM 



4 Votf;$ 

Change o~r dj!e: Michigan~s education 
system is failing students and 
taxpayers, 

VI/hen I was a boy', I learned you har] to puil up the ancho, if you 

seems many in Lansing nevei learned thts lesson" 

The fcuf1cf:ation on 'Nhich our schools ha;",€' been built tlas ciisappearec. 

to 

Raising taKes to pe~petuate tile :ailed siatus quo 1s insanlty. It is tfl€' eJuivaient of 

tr~ling to set saH 'Vl/iH"!Out p~(~ing up ancFlOf. 

Today's economic cr]sis should proVide the impetus to innovate and Dr-lange. 

Let's get radical 

H v,;e are to thrive and not mearly sur.t~ve in thiS Oe[~ltury, ViI'e rnust be 

wnnng to ask: what of the impossible isn't? 

Ho'ty' radical should we be? Her-e are 2 few examples: 

• Eliminate the senior year of hlgh schooL For far too many of our 

students, the 12th grade r13s become nothing more 

Our chHdren c~early have rnatured at a faster pace, and tecflnological adl/ances 

rlave accelerated learning and knowvedge exponentialfy. "/tIft"l the state 

investing more than a blll~on GoHan:; pc:- grade in 2 education, these are 

resources that couid be redirected to our community colleges and universities 

\;\lit'1 a far better outcome for Hie incEvldual and state. 

. It 

"Where is it ordained that a college degree must take 4 years lOf study G::luld the 

same amoLlnt of knmvledge be acquired ~n 3 years? Siccing a year off an 

undergraduate degrf38 'vvou~d save students tinl€: and and CEm 

done vVlthout sacrificing qLl:alfty. Such noted un[verslt1es as Cambridge 

Oxford offer 3~year degrees. 



ecluG:?e,t[on b';!' rnio:Jkin~J V,ole equ:'I,"E:llent of one year ofthe basic fres[1men or 

instruction be offeree! \/I,a e-Ieaning, Tile COJf'ses \·,;/oulcl be tau9lit by 

specially certiffec: e-le8rnirl~! instructors rH::n:::::€,' ~'ed:Jctng UV~: 
campus fnfr'2Js'[!'uctu:-e ancl personns~~ cost 

" Pretend the beautifu~ peninsulas caHed I\.~ichigan Ihlere discovered V,"lUi 

1 ,7 ['nimon ~-{-'12 sGhcol-age ct"lildre;1 ancl ever $12 bHilon dollars to 

systerr'j that Gur.-ent:y exists? action to Gonso~idate sctwci distri::::ts in 

VV8YS to maximize tr,e nz;dtr-e::::tion of resources 10 the classroom, 

• Use malrket forces to steer 
math, science and technology, Ali education is valuable- sorrm education :s 

more \'aluabte trlan other educa1iorL Currently, Vie are produ::::ing more Gollege grads [:1 

fields inlo'~v or virtuallY no demami \lv'nitEr hlgtH.:lernand fiel.ds cannot rind 
native born students to fill availa.ble jot);:;, The taxpayers of rVller-ligan are 

subsidJzing trlis inefficfency, Suggest Ulose that majors rn t'ligY" cJemancl 

fields have their tuition cui in harf whrle those majoring inlov'I"-cJemand fie[(js 

pay one and one-half the gOin'g tuition ,"ate. 

C~ear~y, these are U!1ortt'[odox ideas that under 5Gmti.n~l, 

solid polley prescripti:::xls for IIvhat atls Mtchigan, HovlI'ever, I do knovv' tr18t 
our current course is as ui'l"vise and unstable as it is unsustainable, 

Perpetuating Lne status quo '1"11111 n.:)t us corrlpetitlve in a 21 st century, 
~r1novatjon· and knovvledge-t)aseo economy 'Ni'lere \vor~( can ar!!jdo move 
around the bllobe effortlessly, As r",~jGI1igan ficldies, other states and nations are 

mm,ling fory'llardo 

Real change in fvHch:gan is going te, 

ffft ancna, and boJdly set sail for ttle future, 

Torn ~1latkins is an eciucation ana' business: consultant i.n Ule United States and CI7,ina. 

director from 1986-1990. de can be rea c:ire 0' at: 
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loOm i hg'-Heficif poses da nting 
challenge for sch I 0 idals 

RandyFrie!cilmcalll1l 
Guest Column 

Editor's note: Randy Fried­
man, treasurer of the Ann 
Arbor school board, wrote the 
following guest column. 

Your stories on Wednes­
day and Thursday of this 
week, regarding my personal 
life and family decisions, 
and the resulting commen­
taries you published, many 
of which were anonymous, 
have, I fear, temporarily 
distracted your (online) 
viewers from the extremely 
serious challenges our 
school district now faces, 

As the result of decisions 
made by State, not local, 
leaders which bear upon the 
financial future of Michigan 

and the role of education in 
that future, we face here in 
Ann Arbor Public Schools 
(AAPS), a potential an-
nual operating deficit which 
could approach $20,000,000 

starting this coming year. 
This number is unprec­
edented and shocking. This 
number threatens so much 
of what so many people in 
this community hold dear. 

It was in anticipation 
of this potential operating 
deficit, that the AAPS lead­
ership in conjunction with 
other county school districts 
presented the countywide 
enhancement millage. While 
it was passed in Ann Arbor, 
it was not supported else­
where and fell to defeat. 

As it stands today, the 
laws of Michigan require 
state funding for our local 
schools and require any 
effort to raise funding on a 
local basis to be countywide, 
while at the same time im-

posing unfunded mandate's 
upon us, 1ilce retirement 
expense. If only we as a loc:d 
community could fund our 
schools, so much would be 
better. 

In the campaign battles 
surrounding this millage, the 
opponents of the millage, 
argued that this was not 
the time to raise taxes, and 
further that better financial 
management of AAPS could 
sustain its current level of 
programs with less money 
per student. 

The opposition's first ar­
gument was a legitimate one. 
In difficult times, raising 
taxes is tough on people. 

Those of us who favored 
the millage argued back 
that a deteriorating educa­
tion system was worse than 
higher property taxes. 

The opposition's second 
argument - that AAPS was 

See SOUj11iO~S, Page AI? 
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not divisive attacks needed 
Continues from A16 

mismanaged and that there 
was plenty of money available 
through better administration 
- was false, but I am sure 
made people who didn't want 
their taxes to go up feel better 
for a moment. That party is 
now over. We really have a gi­
ant fmancial challenge ahead 
of us. How will we tackle it 
and how will we beat it? The 
simple answer is together, In 
difficult moments like this, it 
is unfortunately too common 
that people will divide and 
attack each other. Such an at­
mosphere will blunt efforts to 
develop solutions, and distract 
school leaders from doing 
their job, 

Our school leaders are up 

to the challenge. As an execu­
tive officer of a business for 
many years, I have experience 
in judging management exper­
tise and addressing budgetary 
challenges. I believe that in 
Ann Arbor we have the right 
management to develop a plan 
that will address our fmancial 
shortfall with intelligence and 
sensitivity, Such a plan will 
demand transparency, com­
munity participation, shared 
sacrifices and thoughtfulness, 

I am confident that we can 
and will build a plan upon 
these pillars, 

The school administration, 
following a period of explana­
tion, cOlillllunity input and 
evaluation, will present its 
plan in February 2010. It is my 
hope that beiween now and 
then many voices will come 
forward, many ideas will be 
shared, and the real truth of 
our situation will be clearly 
confronted. 

Between 2000 and 2030 t 
in ashtenaw 

projected to nearly 
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City records: Ann rbor sc'hoo,1 
board Treas:urer Randy Friedman 
doesnit have principal residence 
'ex:emption,in Birmingham 

Tax records on file .... vftt1 the city of Birmingtmm stlo\;V Ann ,l\,rtror school board Treasurer 

Randy Friedman did not file for a prirnary restdenUai pmp,erty' eXemption 'linen h.e 

bought a hO'Jse in Hie Oakf>and County city eartfer this 

sent to ArmArbor.com from FrredlYlan'S attorney t[lis afternoon, shmN t~le 

previous O'.vner filed a form ["evoking the prirnary residence exemptIon sf tel' seliin';J tne 

hous€:. 

Addttronal records, also sent to Ann.A,rbor.com by Friedrnan's attorney, indi::.:ate the 

property 1s currently listed without a p:'iniary residential tax exernptlo;'L 

The ~ssue came to light Wednes.da'~t \!vt'tei1 ~~=..:..=="'-' 

i8e:O[;Qed Fr]edman purc118sed a ['lome in B!rmingham and 

'Nas sencHng t~ls four school-age children to Detroit Country 

Day schooL Friedman also owns a home in Ann Arbor and 

saJd that's his primary residenee. 

"Mr. Friedman and his vv'[fe closed on the purc.rlase of 

Birmingham home on July 3D, 2009," Stephen E. GlazeK 

with Barris, Sort, Denn & Drrket", ";,',Irote in a .Ieiteito 

ArtnArbor,com. "On Aug. 4, 2009, ttle seher of the 

Birmingham tl0t'l'18 mea a 'Request to Rescind 

Homeowners Princlpa! Hesi,dence Exemption: a o::)py of 

vl"hfch is attached. Mr. Friedman and Fl1s \lvife erd not file a 

n8\,,1 PRE and for the year 2010 there is no PRE (Principal 

Residence Exemption Affidavit) exernpifotl. 

Ann _Artlor serm:)l 'beam: 
Treas~rer Randy 
FriertnsJ-j 



UThrs [,s df;ri:"lOnstratea the tittachec; Birrninghanl Ci1;/ 

ShO'l,'\iS th·,t; exernption belng resclnde(j on p .. L.lgust 5., 2009 and sriovvs ttlat for (he year 

20-H), the PRE exemption is '0.' 

However, ill calls fast IN'eek, an employee in ttle Birmingham assessor's office directed 
i:"nnArbor.com to search Oak'Janci County's [and property lNeb sri€: for the land recon:is 
and saici tl-]()se records vvere aceurate. 

Those If:stings saief trle personal exemption \i','2;S in place 

Friedman. 

G~aZek addressed that in his Jetter. 

"if a PRE is filed on or beYOTE' Ma}ll st in Ule yeal' of the claim. lile exernption is \.'aliej 

until December 31 of the year in 'INtlJch ttle p:eoperty is transrerre::f.in other '!fjords, tt"i~e 

property 'Vllill maintain its homestead exemption though December 31 "'. 

Friedman boug:r"lt the house to Gut down on the '::>:Jmmute bebA'een _A.~m Arbor and the 
Oakland County private school where alJ his SGhODI~age cflildren nov!!' attend, 

Friedman ri5lS decE.ned to say t-lOW rnany nlgtlIs a 'ij\,'ee!{ he spends ai t1is Blrrrdngharr': 

house. 

Davjel jesse COLterS K-12 eciucation for ArmArbot:cotn He can be reached at 

or 734-623-2534, 
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S PjB\R~{: Tappan Middle School graduate 
Bosco (the cat) laid to rest 
Posted: 3:50 p.m. November 23, 2009 

Bosco the cat, a handsome 
Russian Blue known to the 
majority of the Burns Park 
neighborhood, as well as Tappan 
Middle schoolers and staff, was 
laid to rest on Wednesday, 
November 18, 2009. He had 
suffered from a fibro sarcoma. He 
was 13 years old. 

Bosco started his life on the 
streets of Flint, MI where he was 
found on the corner of Atherton 
and Saginaw streets and brought 
to the Genesee County Humane 
Society. Doors were opened to 
him in a way he would come to 
expect, as his good looks and 
personality allowed him to adopt 
the McHugh family after spending 
less than 24 hours in the shelter. 

1 Comment. Commellt Now 

Bosco the cat in an undated photo taken by David Felbeck, 
supplied by Alicia McHugh 

According to his owner, Alicia McHugh, Bosco was known to have "boundary issues" and 
invited himself into the homes of many Burns Park neighborhood families .Whether it be 
while they were getting the morning paper or by using the pet door, Bosco made himself 
at home. Probably the most social cat on record, his accomplishments include, lying on 
the teacher's desk during science class, being dropped off at his door by a school bus, 
receiving a proper diploma from Tappan Middle School and walking across the stage, as if 
on cue, during a Burns Park Players musical. His adventures include, having to find 
someone to call his "owners" to pick him up in Kerry town. How he arrived in Kerry town, 
he never disclosed. Also, he nearly caused an accident on Washtenaw Avenue when he 

11124/09 9:42 AM 
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awoke from his nap in the back of a garaged convertible to find the car moving down the 
road. In response, he hopped into the front seat startling the driver. 

Gary Court was the principal at Tappan Middle School when Bosco was a regular 
attendee. He relates, "I loved Bosco. He had a gregarious personality. Bosco charmed the 
hearts of many Tappan students and staff." Mr. Court also pointed out, however, that 
Bosco often drooled when he was petted and that drool stained his pants on many 
occasions. As for the infamous graduation, Mr. Court describes Bosco as sauntering 
across the stage then stopping mid walk for a good petting. From his description, the 
audience met the announcement of Bosco's honorary graduation and diploma with gales 
of laughter and Bosco seemed quite pleased with himself. 

Susan Pearlman a long time Burns Park Players costumer remembers having to chase 
Bosco out of the costume room before closing up at the end of the night. He must have 
loved the cozy feel of all that clothing. Her favorite Bosco moment was during a 
performance of My Fair Lady, when Clinch Steward was singing, "On the street where I 
live." She remembers Bosco heading up on stage, "as if on cue," sitting by a lightpole and 
then exiting down the stage stairs. That night's audience was certain that Bosco was a 
trained cat. 

Bosco will be missed by Alicia, Dan, Emma and Jas McHugh, as well as his other 
"owners", Jerry Mack of Washtenaw Ave. and Inka and David Felbeck of Scottwood St. 
The Felbeck's met his needs with unwavering compassion during his final days. 

Share this post 

11/24109 9:42 AM 
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eVE Jennifer ranh:olm: Freeze on 
tax credit considered to save 
Prom,ise schol,arships 

Gov: Jenr'dfer Granoo.lm amfsl.ml'ents from Eastern Mlchfgan University and the Unl'llerslty ot 
Michigan ra[Jied for supportoftheMlch[gan Promise scholarship tm:ila),1, 

A freeze on an income tax credtt that helps struggling families is being constdened to 

save the mer[t-based Mlohigan Prom~se scholarship program. 

Gov. Jennifer Granholm offered up Ule solution at a press conference today folrO\v~ng e 

rally with students at Eastern Mjc~"igan UniVersity 10 drum up supp'C)r1. fOi restoring 

the popular SCflo1Clrshlp program. 



Trle IVlichici2r! PrGlniss i,::'CJ:~r;::J!;i haa pro'Jide(j up to $4,000 to in-state students in 

merit-based aid before it vvas cut out of 1[18 state DlJdget Oct. 30 to sal/e $140 rn.HHon. 

To save it, trle state rn.ay freeze the EITC, a refundable federal tax credit that "tleJps 

v~'ol'"king people acl"Jieve c~corlorni:c stabllity and security," according to the 

ttli1ichigan.gov VVeb site, 

"That's a freeze on .a scheduled tax cut, 

not an increase," srrt' said. 

Grml~lolm did not offer add.itlonalcletaiis, 

inCluding hOl.v that vl/ould impact Utose who 

qual1fy for the EITC A spokespe::son for 

the state Department of Treasury \V8S not 

available for comrt"'Jent ttllsmoming. 

At the rally, Granholm totd an aUdience of 

about 140 from EMU, U·M and 

Washtena1,'1" Community Coujege that the 

E:;,.1ra tUition help V'h"i!l boost college access. 

She said the resu~ting graduates wi![ help 

remake the state's economy, 'illr-~iGh ts 

reeling from the toss of auto incust!)' jobs, 

At the raUy, she totd students to make their 

voi cas heard. 

"It's not too late to save the f' .. ~lchjgaf1 

Promise, and I'm rearly here to ask for yow' 
help," Granholm said. "This prornlse 
should be kept, but we can't do it alone," 

Gm( Je'fllnlfer Gran!hQlm signs 8utograpns 
fur EMU students Emil,' Gillfngham and 
Amon!o Cf)sme fDllowing the :rally, 

Tom Perkins I For l .. nnArIK;r.com 

The stop was part of a tour of state coHeges Granholm b;f;:gan last week to drum up 

support for the scholarsr"iip progmm, 

EMU student leaders who addressed the audience before Granholm's speech 

encouraged their peers to vote and contact stat€! Senators. The Senate cut the 

piOgram out of the higher education budget bm Granholm signed< 



Four out of five students '.'\<':10 spokeaboJl tl"Je personal impact of lr1.e loss of 1he 

Promise SCF"lotarship vI/ere low-income students paying their "Nay through school, But 

only 300 of 2,400 E~'.'~U students '#1:10 i, .... ere dUe to recer .... 'e Pl"OmlSe cash before Hie 
program !;!\I'as cut qualify ror the federaf, need-based Pelt Grant, officials said. 

Granholm also addressecl "brain drain," the habit of f\l1ichigall CCl1ege students to leave 

the state after graduaHng from coflege. Sr'!e sald progress is b€ingmade tcvif2:mf 

d.eveloping I1El\I'i/ sectors ~ Hke film, tourism, Fl0metand security and a1ternatl"Je energy· 
to retain more co[~ege giaduaies. 

Jufia.na Keeping covers flighereciucation forArmArbor.com. Reach her at 
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Skyline's 'Annie Get Your Gun' Impressive 

This is part or a new series of theater 
reviews of local high school productiol1S, 
written bv local high school stmients, 
that will appear on AnnArbor.com. This 
week, Greenhills School student Kather­
ine Krauss (sec bio and more about this 
program at end of story) reviews Skyline 
High School's just-concluded production 
oI''Annie Get Your Gun." 

BY KATHERINE KRAUSS 

Since the time of Irving Berlin and 
Rodgers and Hammerstein, the musical 
has seen 60-odd years of evolution and 
development. In fact, by today's stan­
dards, Irving Berlin's "Annie Get Your 
Gun" is simplistic in its plot. 

Set in the late 1800s, it tells the story 
of down-South hillbilly Annie Oakley, 
who becomes a superstar overnight 
after she is picked up by Buffalo Bill's 
Wild West Show for her talent as a 
marksman. This does not please her 
egotistical partner and occasional love 
interest Frank Butler, who is not willing 
to share his spotlight with a woman. 
He soon leaves Buffalo Bill's Wild West 
Show and defects to a competitor, 
Tawny Bill's Show. 

His prima donna assistant, Dolly, 
follows him to keep her sister Winnie 
from marrying a half-Native American 
boy, Tommy. Eventually, after both 
shows fmd glory overseas and at home, 
they merge, and the two star-crossed 
couples reunite. 

Despite the unadorned plotline, 
the Skyline Theatre did a notable job 
with their performance, bringing life 
and vigor to a cast of characters that 
would have otherwise been archetypal. 
Although the entire cast performed 

well, I was especially impressed by the 
work done by sophomore Richa Saran, 
who played Alillie Oakley. Saran played 
Alillie as she was meant to be played on 
the professional stage and could have 
easily brought the show singlehand-
edly to success. Not only did she have a 
good voice and a maturity while acting 
that was beyond her years, but she also 
cut a very dramatic figure while singing . 
in the spotlight. 

The lighting of the show was also 
artistically rendered. The use of the 
spotlight during the solos in the musical 
numbers was the only distinct change 
oflighting throughout the performance. 
This gave the musical an appropriate, 
circus-lil,e ambience. The soft yellow 
lights that illuminated the stage for the 
remainder of the show did a good job of 
capturing the period in which the play 
was set. 

The set also aided in establishing a 
turn-of-the-century circus feel, with a 
red and white striped backdrop, and 
elaborate set pieces that rolled on and 
off. In sum, the majority of technologi­
cal work behind the production was 
very effective because it was suited to 
the period. 

The only element that did not agree 
with the period were the costumes of 
the socialite girls swooning over Franl, 
Butler. Some were wearing black strap­
less dresses. Black during that period 
was worn only by women in mourning 
or by the Parisian models of highest 
fashion, and strapless dresses are as 
modern as the 1990S. However, I found 
all the other costumes to be historically 
accurate and quite appropriate. 

The fmal touches to this immense 
ensemble were the pit orchestra and 
the choreography. The pit orchestra, 

in particular the brass section, was ex­
quisite and passionate about the music 
they were playing; sometimes so fer­
vent that they played over Ari Axelrod's 
(playing Frank Butler) and the chorus' 
vocals in the flrst act. 

The choreography was done well but 
could have been bigger in some places. 
(The first half of Saran's number, "You 

"Can't Get a Man with a Gun," comes to 
mind.) But lllie everything in this musi­
cal, these elements were vcry profes­
sional and remarkable. 

Overall, from start to fmish, a level 
of believability and energy was main­
tained from all characters, enough to 
transport anyone back to the days of the 
American Wild West. I recommend this 
show to anyone with a taste for upbeat 
romantic westerns, or just a love of 
Irving Berlin's 1940S swing. You will be 
in for a beautiful blend of music, cho­
reography, and acting; truly an impres­
sive ensemble performance by Skyline 
Theatre. 

Guest reviewer Katherine KrallSs is 
a Greenhills School sophomore. She has 
performed in numerous plays and mllSi­
cals, her favorite being "The Crucible," 
and has been a member of her school's 
competitive public speaking team for four 
years. 

The aim of AnnArbor.com's student­
review program is to recognize, and pro­
vide more coverage for, the accomplished 
theatrical work that's happening in our 
schools while also providing opportuni­
ties for student writers with an interest in 
arts criticism. To encourage objectivity, 
our student writers will always review 
shows from schools other than their own. 
To learn more about the student-review 
program, contact Jenn McKee at jen­
nmckee@annarbor.com or 734-623-2546. 
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To create districts than •. 
must start with open and hcoannes"eXlb,ystrea.'mnne during" f· 

t co .nancial crises, We 
sp~~t, and why. That convers' . n~er~a~.ons about Where dollars 

POlitical will Which . ation IS d.,ff.cul,t and requi are being 
, ' , In Our case th res a great de I f 

, e superintendent and ' a 0 
schoo' board had. 

Commentary 

Ethout a Penny ore 
By Ron Steiger 

Before the federal govcrnment doles out the remall1ing billions in stimulus dollan. for education, it wants America's ~~ho(ll districts to 

proVt' that they can dn more \\'lth !es:-. TIlis may seem a steep goal, with state and municipal budgets around the country effectl\reJy 
decimated, But even \11th cutback., in the past year, our district, the J'vliaml,Dadc County public schools in Florida, has been able to 

fret' up millions o( ccntral-ofEct' dollars and reallocate them to the c];)ssroom. Others can as well. 

Two lactors ha\'e been dominant driwrs or school district finances nationally: student enrollment and property taxes, Earlier this 

decade, l"nrOllmenl in most large di:;tricts decreased substantially. AI the same time, 10(a1 property-tax collections soared, as did 

property vaiuc,:,. Although thl' nel effect of these opposing forces varied hy district and state, there was one them~ common to alL 1he 

real estate bubole's expansion mitigated the linanCial hit that districts would otherwise have taken because ot'the loss of students. 

In all echo or the earlier SilIcon \'alle)' experience, however. the bubble eventlially popped, TIle widespread fallout nf the real estate 

market',') collapse handt'd us the "Great Recession" and meant an unprecedented financial squeeze on school districts. 

As') school admJl11stralor. I am expected at this point in the story tn decry how little funding we recejve. Yes, in a state like Florida, 

with one of the lowest per-pupil-expendlture rJte~ III the country, we must continue to aggressively seek an increase in the investment 

made toward OLlr chiJdren'~ edUGltioll. Even S0, there are important steps that districts can take to effectively squeeze juice out of a 

rock-lU free up millions of existing yet misa!!ocated doJlar~ and redirect them to teaching and learning. 

A. former bu:-;int:s:-; ({]n~ult<lIlL I jOll1ed the fvliami-Dade County schnob 111 2005 through the Broad Residency in Urban Education, J 

progr<lt11 that places priva!e-se .... -tor managert. with ivLB.A.s and other advanced degr(:'e~, as \vell as experience in helping organizatIOns 

run t'tTIclt'I1tly, intu puhl1c school system~. 

In the past yc.u, like many other dlstrict managers nationwide, m)' colleagues and J have had to solve chronic problenls with far fewer 

reSOllrces, ,Vfillllll,DJde\ totai,listl'lct budget shrank from $5,9 billion to $4,R billion over the past two years, We ended the 2007,08 

:-.chool year a mere $5 million. lust a fractIOn of a percent, in the black. 

A centu!:· of orga!1Jzl1tional growth had left the di~trict vdth SOfTIe procedure.s that, though sensible at one time, hdd become unnec­
t'ssan' mer the >'e,m, For ex.lmple, the district had developed a poor process for getting employees olrthc payroll when their posi, 

tions were nl1lollger funded, because ill the past there had always been other funded positions they could filL When enroilment 

declined, this \Va, no longer the case, Such inefficiencies pushed us to the bnnk of financial insolvency, 

Last year. .lI1CV\' superintendent, Alberto M. Carvalho, sat down ·with selected staff members and had a very frank conversation. For 

our studcnt~ to receive n \-v()rld-cJa.')~ education, he said, we had to first get our financial house in order. That meant significant 

changes In how tht' district \'\/,1-'1 structured and how it operated. But most importantly, it meant throwing out old assumptions and 

h)ok!ng ahead with openness ,md simple common sense. 

Unce WL' agreed to be fundamentally transparent across departments and to look rcahstically at Ollr structure and processes, we 

brought in highly re~pLLtcd Chle( fInanCial nf11L'ers alld busll1ess leaders from around the state to exam me our budget. Befort' long, \ .... e 

hegan to uncover numerou~ central-office redundancies and untapped \vays to use dollar~ more flexihly. 

vVe overhauled our organizatIOnal charts and moved the vast majority of central-office staff members serving in duplicative roles to 

the classroom. \VI? ht>nchmarked ourselves against other large districts, and made changes that saved millions on transportation, fond 

service, emd ,':>(hodl (ldmirllstration. We drastically cut overtIme and nonessential spending on supplies. 

B:' hcmg hnllcQ about the rniundancy within our organization, we were able to shrink our central office by more than 25 percent and 

(lit ..,on1<:' 400 top-heavy pO:iitions. Then, by relocating these stafF members to the classroom, we were ahle to save .lobs, bolster direct 

.'lupport (or srudenh, and reduce clas .... size. In effect, we increased classroom resources without spending more money. 

Although the state cut oLlr budget hy $50 million at l~lidyear, we were able to increase our contingency reserve more than tenfold 

Junng the wnr:;t economIc conditIons in decades. 

\\'c ha\'e not hct'n Immune 1r0l11 haVing to make difficult budgetary decisions, But the smallest cuts made have been to direct class~ 

room In~trUClJOI1. And though Ollr financial challenges are far fron1 over, In thi .... receSSIOll our district is in its strongest financial 

pOSItion in a decade. 

It i~ d (Olll11Wll J1lispcrcertion~and one I used to share-that American school districts are plagued by rampant finanCial incfficien­

cit'" <1l1d can casH;' "ave money with Simple tinJllcial controls. \,'\-'hUe thi~ is true in some districts, it is al.so true to SOlTIt' degree in the 

prJ\'ak .'Il'l:tOl. 'lht:-, hudgt.'h with wh!ch the- educatIon ~ector struggles are complex, to be sure. But, most often. it IS a district'~ very 

.'-,lfLlcturc and oul ... lcdl'll '.·()l1trols that make thl' SellOO] hureaucracy difficult to navigate, whether we are parents, bUSlllt'SS partner.'., or 

l'\'l'1l employees 

To create districts that can flexibly streamline during financial crises, we must start with open and honest 
conversations about where dollars are being spent, and why. That conversation is difficult and requires a 
great deal of political wi!!, which, in our case, the superintendent and school board had. 

,-ie/lid dl.c.,tnd~ that spend thel!" re5.ources \.\'i~elr\\'ill be more likely to 

.~- "li,.,-:nmc: rt't.ource.';; l'nI' "hor! term 

-



~ dl'L·im,ltt'd. But C\'('ll \\!t11 (Ullldu·~., '" 

(reL' U~l 111i11w1\' D! (l'IHrai,ot11Ct' dl)!larc, ,wd l"I~allocalt: them to tile Lid.,_" 

T\\.'{) facllJr,~ iJd\"l' becll dUJnlll3.l1t dn\'L'r:-- of ~(hool district fin,lIh.::c5 n,ltiOllally: student enrollment '.1nd property taxetl. Earli~r l"lll~ 

decade, enrullment JIl !1l()!:>t large di:..;tnLL~ dC(fca"t'd sub.<"{antlally At the ~anlC ume, local property-tax collections soared, as did 

pn)rcrty \'ait.lc!:., Although the net effect ofthe,,(' opposIng (orces varied bv district and state, there was one theme common t1.1 all: lht.' 

rcal (:.-:1 ,lit: btlbhle\' expansion 111 itigateJ 1 be financi.u hit that districb would othen\'ise have taken becausl.' of tht, loss or'students, 

In an ,'eh" ofrhe carlin Silicon Valley exrerience, however, the bubble ('\'entuoll" popped. 11,e widespread fallout oithe real cstote 
market's collapse h;JIHil'd LIS lilt' "Grear Recessiun" Jnd mcant an unprecedented financial squeeze on ~chooJ dIstricts, 

As J ~.:h{)ol aJmilll"JlratO[, 1 am ex.pected at thi~ poiut in the story to decry ho\'\! little funding we receive. Yes, in a state like Florida, 
with U!1t' 01 the lo\vL'st ptT-pupil-t:.xpenditurc r;lte;-. in the (ountry, we must continue to aggressively seek all increase in the II1vestment 

nlJ.de to\\"~Hd nUl children\, education. Even so, there are important steps that districts can take to etlectively squeeze juice out of a 

rock -to frel' up millions of c\isting yel misallocated dollars and redirect them to teaching and learmng. 

A former b\l:-.incss consultant, 1.iOlneJ tht: I\.'fi~lml-Dade Count" 'ichonls in 2005 through the Broad ReSIdency in Urban Education, <I 

program that p!ac(;'s private-sector man~)gers with lYl.R.A.s and other advanced degrees, as well as experience in helping organization::. 
run t:!ficiently, into public schou I systems. 

In lhe pas1 yt'ar, like many other district managers nationwide, my colleagues and I have had to solve chronic problems with far fewer 

rc",urces .. Vllaml-Dade', total district budget sbrank tram $5.9 billion to $4.~ billion over the past two years. We ended the 2007-08 

school :'car a mere 55 million, just a fraction of OJ perccJ1t, In the black. 

A ~entury of organizutional growth had left th~ dblrict \yith some procedures that, though sensible at one tinle, had become unnec­

essary OI"CI" the year." For example, the district hod developed a poor process for gettmg employees off the payroll when their posi­
tiun:, \Vl..:'rc IlO lunger funded, because in the past there had ah,vays been other funded positions they could lill. \Vhen enrollment 
declined, thl:' \\i,l:" nu longer tilt: case. Such inefficiencies pushed us to the brink of financial insolvency. 

Last year, a new ~upcrintendent, Alberto M. C;rrvalho, s;.\t down with selected staff members and had a very frank conversation. For 

our students to rtceivc a world-class education, he said, we had to first get our iinancial house in order. 111 at meant signitlGUlt 

changes 10 how the district wa:.. structured and how it operated. But most importantly, it meant throwing out old assumptions and 

looking ahe.td with openness ,mel ~imple C0111mon sense. 

Once we agreed to be lundalllclllally transparent across departments and to 1001,. realistically at our structure Jnd processes, \"/c 

brought in highly respcctt:d (hlef financial officers and business leaders from around the state to examine our budget. Before long, Wt:" 

b~gan to Ul1co\,er numerou" Lcntral-oflil...l.' redundancies and untapped ways to use dol1ar~ nl0re Hexibly. 

\'\'c overhauled our organizational charts and moved the vast ma}ority of central-office staff memOtTS serving in duplicative roles to 

the classroom. 'VVf benchmarked ourselves against other large districts, and made changes that saved millions on transportation, food 
service, ane! school administration. \Ve drastically cut overtime and nonessential spending on supplies. 

By hcillg hone'it ,lbout the redllndanc~· \.vitbfn our organization, We were able to shrink our central office by more than 25 percent and 
cut 'ion'll" .JOO top·hca\,y positions. 111('n, by relocating these staff members to the cla.:-.sroom, we were ahle to sav!? job~, bolster direct 

support for studenb, and reduce class size. Tn effect, \ve increased classroom resources without spending more money. 

Althou::;h the sUte (ut ou: budge,t .by $~() millwn at 1!1idye,u, wc were abl~ increase our contingency reserve more thi111 tenfold 
dunng the worst economic COI1(iItIOIlS 111 decJde~. 

We have not been immune from haVing to make difficult budgetary decisions. But the smallest cuts made have been to dIrect dass­

room instruction. And though our financial challenges are filr from over, in thi~ receSSIOIl Ollr district is 111 lts strongest financial 

position in a decade, 

It is a common misperception-d.nd one I llsed to share-that An1erican school districts are plagued hy rampant Ilnancial inetiicien­

CI~S and can t:'.1sil~· ..,ave muncy with sin1p1e financial controls. \Vhile this is true in S01lle districts, it is also true to some degree in the 

pri\'ate sector. '{he hudgets with which the educltiol1 sector struggles arc complex, to be .'\uft'. But, most often, it is a district's very 

:-.tructure :.loJ outu.;1tl'd controls that make thc school hureaucracy difficult to naVIgate, 'I"\'hether \ve are parents, business partners, or 

even employees. 

To create districts that can flexibly streamline during financial crises, we must start with open and honest 
conversations about where dollars are being spent, and why. That conversation is difficult and requires a 
great deal of political will, which, in our case, the superintendent and school board had. 

U.S. Secretary oiEducation Arne Duncan has indicated that school distncts that spend their resources wisel)' will be more likely to 

tap in to additional federal stimulus dollars. If that is the case, it would behoove districts TO stop allocating resources for short· term 

goals and insteod spend existing doliars in a manner that best serves students and teacher>. directly. 11,e districts then wJI be better 

positinncd to save teachers' johs Jnd develop students' ITImus. And best of aB, It won't cost a penny, 

R(Il"1 Sll'igcr IS the assisltmf chi~llJUdget (ljficcr/ol" the Afiallli-Dade COllllty school system, iII A1iami, (mel a Unl1'. (~rl\fichig/111 alum. 

A5jirst appeared ill Educatioll ~V'cck, Novcmher 1], ]()()9, Reprinted wah pcrmissionjj'om the {II/thor. 
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REC'O NOV 2 ~ A.M. 

Jeff f<ass 

FRorVI THE FR«:)[~T OF THE L~OOM: Permit me to praise 
some teachers who deserve it 
Posted: Today, 4 hours ago 3 Comments. Comment Now 

I just want to say one thing. 

Michigan teachers do not play. 

What I mean by that is, listen, we're hearing horror stories about education in our state. 
The legislature in Lansing is slashing funding mid-year, and the only question is how 
bloody the hurt to inflict. The millage in Washtenaw County went down in resounding 
fashion. All kinds of innovative programs are trembling, waiting with their necks beneath 
the blade, expecting to be cut any second. Teachers all over the state fear for their jobs, 
and for the jobs of their colleagues. 

Yeah, so ... 

Michigan teachers are battlers. Michigan teachers will not cave in to despair. They will do 
the best with what they have and they won't stop there. 

They will try to make that best better. 

I say this because I just spent three days at the National Council of Teachers of English 
annual convention in Philadelphia, and I attended about 15 presentations. Most of these 
were mediocre - teachers rehashing ideas that have already been around for a quarter 
century, or presenting newish ones in a manner so flat you could balance the 12 cups of 
coffee on them that you need to drink just to stay awake while you're listening. 

Not so with Michigan teachers. 

Every thing I saw a Michigan teacher do, every word I heard a Michigan teacher say, 
made me proud to teach in this state. It's no secret Michigan's struggling right now. The 
industries that built us are wrestling with how to survive, how to reinvent themselves so 
they can remain sustainable and relevant. But one thing you can say about Michigan - a 
thing you always can have said about Michigan - is people here know how to work. An 
honest day's labor is our cultural heritage. We wake up and we pull our shifts and we 
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don't shirk our responsibilities because we understand if we do, our colleagues will suffer. 
Our communities will suffer. 

Michigan teachers are no different We live by that same code. We come to work to be 
good at what we do, to be damn good at what we do, regardless whether our working 
environment feels happy or hopeful. We put our collective shoulder to the wheel and we 
make that mother roll. 

Here are some highlights of what I saw: 

Sarah Andrew-Vaughan's hands. Sarah is a teacher at Huron High School and whether 
she's breaking down step-by-step her spectacular unfamiliar genre project, an endeavor 
which asks students to spelunk through alien literary neighborhoods in order to broaden 
their understanding of how to read and write; or whether she's arguing we should have 
after-school workshops where math teachers demonstrate to their colleagues the best 
ways to understand calculus - problem-solving across the curriculum is just as important 
as writing across the curriculum - her dreams are so vital she can barely contain them. 
They shake her shoulders and elbows and her hands flit like birds, flying into and through 
the hearts and brains of one imagined future student to another as she envisions her next 
great idea, her next new way to make her classroom magic. 

Cathy Fleischer's huge wide-open eyes. Cathy's a professor at Eastern Michigan and a 
mentor to countless area teachers. When you propose an idea to her, she listens with her 
whole face, especially those eyes that seem to see and know everything with the kind of 
expertise one would attribute to a field general surveying a vast plain and conceiving the 
shape of battles ahead. Whether she's teaming with Sarah to present the book they 
co-wrote, or introducing a panel of teachers she demands everybody pay rapt attention 
to, or standing in the dead middle of the convention center waiting to meet with yet 
another teacher she'll offer advice to, her switch is flipped on. She is alert. She's focused. 
She's not about to waste anybody's time. Not for a minute. 

Chuck Hatt's smile. Chuck's the coordinator of Social Studies and Literacy Instruction for 
Ann Arbor Public Schools, and you've never seen a face more lit with passion than when 
he mentions some author or book you've never heard of and he tells you, you absolutely 
need to read this! 

The back of Jennifer Walsh's shoulders. Jennifer is the Language Arts Department Chair 
at Forsythe Middle School, and I say the back of her shoulders because all you can do is 
follow her as she zooms through the exhibition hall seeking out as many materials as she 
can find to purchase (with her own money) to stock her classroom. A discount that allows 
her to buy an audio-book for $10 (three for $30) is an answered prayer. 

Anne Gere's stately elegance. Anne Gere is the director of the ground-breaking Joint 
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English and Education PhD. Program at the University of Michigan, and if she wanted to 
be, she could be a Senator. Probably a Majority Leader. When she stands in front of a 
group of teachers detailing the research she and her colleagues Victoria Haviland and 
Jennifer Buehler have conducted, and the strategies they've uncovered to demonstrate 
how multi-cultural perspectives can help decrease the achievement gap, she owns the 
room. She makes the material she's presenting feel as important as health care reform or 
climate change legislation. And it is that important. We can't fully address any of our 
problems without a dynamically educated populace. Anne Gere insists every teacher 
understands why this means we can't allow ourselves to give in to despair, and she'll 
keep owning rooms until we all learn how to own them ourselves. 

And then there's the whole package - the hands, the eyes, the smile, the shoulders, the 
unyielding and dignified determination. That's what you will find at Pioneer Middle School 
in Plymouth where educators Carmen Johnson, Jason Kaye, Ben McMurray and 
Claire Walton-Swisher last year created the Pioneer Peace Project. 

Listen, forget about test scores. You don't know what teachers are capable of until you've 
seen this crew show you what they did when they brought their eighth grade students to 
New York City along with the children's author Todd Parr, and, equipped with 500 
autographed copies of his book; Peace Bags donated by California Pizza Kitchen; and 
buttons that say Imagine Peace in different languages donated by Yoko Ono (!!!); they 
had the kids interview New Yorkers on the streets, read them Parr's book, give them the 
Peace Bags and buttons, and then come back to Plymouth and create a spectacular 
museum-quality display of photographs, poems and essays detailing their experiences in 
the city and their reflections on the concept of peace. 

You don't know what teaching is until you hear the story about how some of these kids 
met a solider on the Staten Island Ferry who'd just returned from a tour in Iraq and was 
preparing for another in Afghanistan. When the students explained their project to him, he 
asked them where they were headed after they got off the ferry. When they told him 
Ground Zero, he said he'd been there when the terrorist attacks happened and asked if 
he could accompany them to the site and show them what he saw. The photograph one 
of the students took of this soldier standing in the rain, students huddled around him, as 
he points upward - presumably to where the Twin Towers used to be - his face an archive 
of emotion, is a picture of the very best teaching there is, the kind of teaching that's 
unforgettable. 

So props to Michigan teachers. Mad props. Our state's economy ain't pretty right now. No 
doubt. But these teachers, man, they're miracles. They work hard. There's hope. 

** NOTE ** Speaking of miracles and hope ... our biggest Poetry event of the year is 
coming up - Poetry Night in Ann Arbor - on Friday night, Dec. 11 @ Rackham Auditorium. 
This year's show (our 10th annual) will feature the return of some of Ann Arbor's favorite 
performance poets: Roger Bonair-Agard from New York, Kevin Coval from Chicago and 
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Lauren Whitehead, a U-M alum currently residing in San Francisco. Joining these 
mic-rockers on stage will be terrific high school poets from the nationally acclaimed 
VOLUME Youth Poetry Project and the spectacular collegiate spoken word troupe Ann 

Arbor Wordworks. The show starts @ 7pm. Doors open @ 6:30. Advance tickets are $5 
for students and $10 for general public and $7 and $12 respectively at the door. For more 

info or to reserve tickets at the advanced price, contact me @ 734-223-7443 or via email 

@ eyelev21@aol.com. 

Jeff Kass teaches Creative Writing at Pioneer High School in Ann Arbor and at Eastern 
Michigan University in Ypsilanti, and directs the Literary Arts Programs at the Neutral 
Zone, including the VOLUME Youth Poetry Project, which meets every Thursday night at 
7pm. He will post new blog entries every Tuesday and Thursday morning throughout the 
school year, but he won't write one on Thanksgiving. See you next Tuesday. Give thanks. 
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