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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 2
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of November 18, 2009 ‘ ) ORAFT
DISTRICT LIBRARY MINUTES

REGULAR MEETING

President Mexicotte called meeting to order at 5:35pm

Trustees Mexicotte, Patalan, Baskett. Friedman (arrived at 5:54) and Nelson present.

Vice President Patalan, supporied by Trustee Nelson, moved to recess immediately to Executive Session
for the purposes of negotiations and infermal superintendent evaluation.

Recessed to Executive Session at 5:37 pm.

RESUME REGULAR MEETING
CALL TO ORDER
7:04 pm

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Trustee Gates-Bryant

ROLL CALL
Present — Trustees Baskett, Friedman (Treasuer), Gates-Bryant, Mexicotte (President}, Nelson

(Secretary), Patalan (Vice President)

Absent — Trustee Hollier
Administration present — Margolis, Trent, Aeschbach, Allen, Dickinson-Kelley, Pogtliano, Osinski

(Recorder)
Guests — Eric Formberg and Caryn Bock (Plante/Moran), Jenni Lane, Margi Long

INTRODUCTION OF NON-VOTING MEMBER AT THE TABLE
President Mexicotte introduced Dr. Todd Reberts, Superintendent of Schools.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Approved by consent.

STUDENT PERFORMANCE — Thurston 5" Grade Choir — Yael Rothfeld

CELEBRATION OF EXCELLENCE

Jan Mackenzie, Counselfor @ Slauson Middle School
Nominated by: Toni Burton and Janae Townsend
Announced by: Deb Mexicotte

GOLD STAR AWARDS PRESENTED TO:
Kitt Fiynn, Media Specialist @ Ann Arbor Open
Armand Campbell, Custodian @ Slauson

PUBLIC COMMENTARY

* The Erkkinen famiiy spoke about the need to retain funding of the arts.

* William Hampton reminded the community of the services they offer to African American
students and thanked the Superintendent and Board for their support.

* Steve Norton spoke about the consequences of not passing the millage and urged the
public to become informed of the district finances.

» Christine Stead spoke about the district finances, millage and offered her support to
move forward.

* Ann Nichols requested venue for Science Clympiad. Dr. Roberts noted that a date has
been secured at Skyline.
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD QF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of November 18, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES

FIRST BRIEFING
Curmiculum Recommendations of the Sexual Health Education Advisory Committee

Jenni Lane and Margi Long were available to discuss the curriculum and reference material
recommendations for Health Education classes. Abstinence is profoundly recommended in
both the texts and the law. The recommended material will enhance the current curriculum.
The State is updating middie school texts and a bill is in the legisfature now to allow schooi
districts to choose whether or not they teach sex education, but they must teach medically

carrect HIV/AIDS & STD information.

Sexual crientation and gender identity was added to the list of objectives for classroom
instruction.

The Public can contact the Board office to get further information abeout the items presented.

PUBLIC HEARING ON THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SEXUAL HEALTH EDUCATION

ADVISORY COMMITTEE
No comment.

REPORTS
Youth Senate — Weekly lunchtime Action Meetings will be held at Pioneer & Huron. High

school student concerns include needing better communication with administration, off-campus
privileges, ACT/SAT prep, better counselor accessibility and scheduling classes to meet the
new graduation requirements. Senate has produced the Teen Yellow Pages; a useful resource

for students.

Ann Arbor Parent Advisory Committee — reported on Disability Awareness Workshops
scheduled at various elementary schools. Lecture by Judy Coucouvanis “Helping your child get
along in the world: strategies for social success” will be offered December 3, 7pm at Skyline.
Concerned abeut renewal of the WISD special education millage with the recent failure of the

county-wide enhancement miflage proposal.

BOARD COMMITTEE REPORTS
Planning - Met Nov. 10 to review SHEAC recommendations and Pioneer rencvation bid award

being presented tonight. Met Nov. 17 to review the sunset and expiring policies and divide
among committees for in-depth review. Next meeting is scheduled for December 8 at 6:00 pm.

Performance — Met Nov. 9 fo receive an update on Preschool and Headstart program. Also
received process for student entry inta alternative programs. Next meeting is Nov. 19 at 2:00

pm to review the quarterly report.

SPECIAL BRIEFING
Great Start Readiness Participation Resolution (GSRP) for Early Childhood funding

Ms. Pogliano, Assistant Principal, and Lee Ann Dickinson-Kelley, provided an update on the
Preschool and Headstart programs. Approximately 600 children and families are served at the
Preschool. Preschool staff have made connecticns in the community to provide infermational
sessions for families. They identify younger siblings of students in our schools to bring them in.
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF ERBUCATION - Reqular Meeting of November 18, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES

A strong effort has been made in marketing and communication about the Preschool. Currently
going through the accreditation process. Trustees are impressed with the program. Dr. Roberts
thanked Ms. Pogliano and staff for stepping up in Ms Toigo's absence.

2008/10 Educational Foundation Grant Awards

Ms. Correll provided an update on the awards from the Educational Foundation. Twenty-one
grants have been presented — totaling $16,000; with approximately $10,00C mare in grants to
be awarded later. Award winners will be shown on their website. In addition te the grant
awards, the Foundation supports 3 programs - MyAccess licensing, Plan and Explore, and
Elementary Enrichment coordinators. The Ed Foundation is available to accept in fieu of the
defeated enhancement millage. The Foundaticn can only fund what is approved through the
strategic plan. They already have received over $7500, and a matching dancr pledge up to
$10,000 from. Trustees are grateful to the Ed Foundation for their assistance to this district.

FIRST BRIEFING
09-037 Pioneer renovation contract award for Rec & Ed
Ms. Aeschbach and Mr. Trent presented the contract award to install moveable "walls” to build

offices in E-wing at Pioneer. Should be completed by January.

2008/09 Annual Financial Report

The 08/09 Annual Financial report was presented in Powerpoint by Plante & Moran. The
presentation and report will be on our website for public access. The district received a clean
opinion, meaning the district’s practices complied with or exceeded government accounting
standards. Mr. Formberg detailed and echoed concerns expressed by the Board about the
decrease in state revenue. He indicated that a reserve is necessary for cash flow. If the
reserve is used to manage deficits, it is unlikely the district would be able to replenish it in the

foreseeable future.

SECOND BRIEFING — scheduled for approval at this meeting

ACTION — CONSENT AGENDA — scheduled for approval at this meeting

Acceptance of 2009/10 Educational Foundation Grant Awards

Vice President Patalan,_supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant moved to accept the Educational
Foundation grant awards for the 2009/10 school year. On roll call vote, the motion carried 6-0,

Trustee Hollier absent.

Greaf Start Readiness Participation Resolution (GSRP) for Early Childhood funding

Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant, moved to approve the Michigan
Department of Education 2008-10 Great Start Readiness Program Participating Resofution as
presented. On roll call vote, the motion carried 6-C, Trustee Hollier absent.

Approve Minutes of the 10/1/09 Executive Session and Minutes of the 10/28/08 Reqular

meeting
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant, moved to approve the minutes of
the 10/1/08 Executive Session and the 10/28/08 Regular Meeting. On roll call vote, the motion

carried 8-0, Trustee Hoilier absent.

Approve Trustee Expense Reimbursements

F'age Jofs
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATICN - Regular Meeting of November 18, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES

Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant. moved {o approve the trustee
expense reimbursements as presented. On roll call vote, the motion carried 6-0, Trustee Hoilier

absent.

Gift Offers
Vice President Patalan, supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant. moved to accept the gift offers as

presented. Cn roll call vote, the maotion carried 8-0, Trustee Hallier absent.

ACTION - BOARD ITEMS

Recreation Advisory Commission (RAC) appointments

Trustee Nelson, supported by Trustee Gates-Bryant, moved to appoint Annie-Norah Beveridge
and Arjun Kalra to the Recreation Advisory Commission. On voice vote, the motion carried
unanimously. Trustee Hollier absent.

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT
Dr. Roberts gave his report. In addition, he noted that the district is expected to lose $10-315

millicn in funding from the state for the 2010-11 school year. Administration will be addressing
funding issues with an eye to keeping changes from the classroom as much as possible. Will
be coming to the board 12/2 with recommendations. Community meetings will be held with
district staff in December and in early January for their input on funding issues. Hope to have a
draft budget by end of February. Will be locking at a long-range budget strategy to address the
likely decline in funding. Need to come together in these discussions to effectively server our

students.

ITEMS FOCR AGENDA PLANNING
None

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD
President Mexicotte noted that Robin Bailey has worked hard to get a grant from the Kennedy

Center for our music program. She attended Parent/Teacher conferences at Pioneer that went
smoothly. Volunteers were cheerful.

Vice President Patalan reflected on the outcome of the November 3 election. Thankfu! for the
teachers, proud of citizens of Ann Arbor whao did pass the millage, appreciative to the Citizens
Millage Committee and all others who worked tirelessiy to pass the millage. Sent a special
thank you to Trustee Nelson for his work with the millage. Most grateful for Todd Robert's
leadership and putting forward a Strategic Plan from which the district can frame its priorities.

Trustee Nelson attended the Freedom Fund Dinner. Noted that the Citizens Millage Committee
was run by volunteers and thanked them for their service and effort.

Trustee Baskett attended the Freedem Fund Dinner and thanked the Superintendent and board
for supporting this event. Noted one principal attended. Met with the Youth Senate; looking
forward to the social climate work. Concerned about budgets. Thanked Huron for their
Chalienge Day and making this available for Kids.

Trustee Gates-Bryant announced her resignation for personal reasons which require her to
move out of state. She thanked the public for their support. She commented that the board and
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD CF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of November 18, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES

administration have always remained focused on student achievement. This district/board will
be faced with difficult choices, but she's very confident that the beard is up for the challenge.
Encouraged the board to stay the course, and not to be deterred.

Trustees expressed their appreciation and fondness for Helen and wished her well.

Trustee Gates-Bryant put forward the vacancy appointment process as recommended by the
Planning Committee, and read the draft press release outlining reguirements of candidates.
Trustees suggested that they solicit the community to suggest guestions to ask of the
candidates. This will be added to the press release.

Recommended that candidates are nominated, then voted on. Multiple nominations will be
decided by majority, top vote getters wilt move on to next round. Need to determine how to
handle ties. Nominations and appointment will occur at the Dec 16 meeting.

Trustees didn’t want to guide candidate presentations, so it was decided that pre-determined
questions or time limits will be specified.

Will check Trustee Hollier's schedule to confirm meeting dates.

ADJOURNMENT

1115 pm
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Ennfranzeomy/news
ANN ARBOR
- Meeting to talk

[ 4
about Mack Paol

The future of Aoo Arhor’s
Mack Pool will be the topic of
discussion Thursday as sup-
porters of the dliy-owned poo!
meet 1o evaluate options for
saving it [rom closing,

The public is encouraged to
atiend a meeting hosted by the
Mack Poal Task Foree, a group
of Ann Arbor citizens and
community leaders looking for .
ways to cut costs and increase |
revenues at the indoor pool.

“We still thinlk the com-
munity should have » year-
round pood,” said Ed Skelch,
coordinator of ;
the task force
and a moeniber
of Friends of
Mack Pool.

“Our goal to » For the
try to get the latest
pool w be breaking

self-sustain- =
ing. It's nof an NEws, visit

easy probiom, annarhor.

but that's our
approach.” corn/news

Mack Fool
operations currently require a
nearly 5:00,000 anoual subsidy
from the ¢ily’s general fund,
which has city officials consid-
ering closing it.

Thursday’s mecting is set
from G:z0 pm. to &30 pan. in
the medis center at Ann Arbor
Open School at Mack, 71
Brooks 5., neat soventh &

FAiliern
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Big demand for swine fiu vaccine
closes Washtenaw County clinic line
early

o G LU RGO Els, Do oo e

The line of peoole walting to get & wristband so they could get the HiM1 vaccine during Saturday.
Naovernber 14t's cfinic held at Ploneer High Schoot, steetched from the scnonl ali the way to Wain

Shael,

Lon Honwedel | ANnATDELCOM

e

Lo gwine T vaccing chinic held at Fionear s
County residents Saturday morping that offic
the vacoing a haif hour after the clinie officiaily began

Soninol draw seomany Weshienaw
is closed the Lo o receive wristhand

twas the third mass vacomation clinie for the gwine u, or H1NT fu, vaoons in ths
county sc far and shows demasd is stifl cubacing supply.



"What we hops
fWashlenaw uo,mty resioants) i Nese pricrity grouss,”
a county hea!th department spokesweman, "Tris s the fasiest, saf

wiy (o gel it I neopie”

H1N1 Chnic af Ploneer High Schioot, 11.14.08

The next avaiable clinic for the HINT flu vaocine will be nexi Suncay, Moy, 27 i the
Caslern Michigan Jniversity Convecation Ceanter. Alime for that ¢ and the numser
of available doses have not yet been determned. "We expect 10 have gnougn Lo make
itworth people’s whilz o go,” Germgliz said.

Officials knew therz was 2 iof of interest remaning for the vacoine, bul were nol sure
what sort of turraut fo expect for Saturdsy's clinic. The firg! flu sh ;
month, whic™ had sbhout 1,000 doses available & the Washtenaw Iniermedioie Sohog
Disirict, was quickly overwheimed by worned parents with their kigs
ofther oriorty grouns. Several hundred were turned away from the lins,
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e for
crolps in Weshiengw Doty saw bg ines eary in the day 2t EnU's

rered off Aot 7,500 coses were left over by 1hs ut: o

IosEs avala

.-: ~|"sy|: 'j IJL,:‘-‘lj

g noUniy haail

Sateresy's ofine upto
orioty groups with some
rronidation abodl now Tz

ifents wouid showr ang

ounced an addiiona
ansomng date far 473

By e N S ]
magh it has

zocinalions evar {h

yet renaivec an allolisd
sricmert of doses from the s

furthal clinic yet.

Jacksan Peiter, &,

nazal verainn of
-any in the ay, the line at Flaness Novambar 14th's

extended from the high S:‘:"moi’s

M ENANCE, wrapoed around

the pariing [at and rescnsd out to

Houth Main Street. By around 3:30

oo, mbout 800 wrisbands - caohwnstband reprascems one doss of ha vacoing -
~era ghlf avallable, but 800 1o SCC people were standing ik kng.

Cemanc is elievad 1w pe 0 high, in oat, pesauss the county nosned Up e clnic
gdditona: priorty grouns,

Tne clinic allowed 31 young peopie baetween the &
o get the vaceine, Aduie between 25 years and &4 yaars ol age with unde

neadin condilions that pul therm &t areater risk of having complizalans om ing il
wore @ise eligibie. These health condliions inciude chronic lung disesse, 8 weakened
rmune Sysiem, cancer, cta-.‘-—etes, kigney o7 ver discrders, cerdiovascular diseass
ant other c:mdi Hons.

1 health care workars, Those wio are S8 ard

igrity groups for the vacoing olinds sull inciude pregrant womes. caregivers of

milgren vounger than & manths old 2
i d e natin the Cenierg for Disease Control guidelnes o receive oriority i
rﬁceivéng th-e ¥ansing.

Tinas Rego Covers healih andd e anvirotumant



CommunityForum AL Con "

-Letters from our readers
F { sﬁ“ *’ =

_ y rjf '
Public schools need
reform, not less money

Tust who is Albert Berriz, treasurer of
“Citizens for a Responsible Washtenaw”
anti-millage group? What are his educational
leadership qualifications?

It svunds to me that he's a “right-winger.”
He reminds me of the Business Round Table
members who have, over the vears, done atl
they could to bash public schools, with a goal
Lo eventually eliminate public education. An
easy way to do this is with false accusations,
fear, negativity and bullying schools into
operating a viable program with insufficient
money.

Taxes are the membership fees we pay
to maintain a civilized society. Our public
schools are the foundation of our democracy.
Lack of money threatens to undermine our
nation’s strengths of creativity and innova-
tion of our successful educational system.

Numerous reports on funding public
schools have called for structural reforms,
but none of the reports have called for less
revenue for public schools. We need to find
innovative ways to pay for what we value
in our public schools. We need to restore
confidence in vur schools and to support our
excellent teachers and local School Boards,
An educated citizenry is a requisite in a
democracy.

— June A. Rusten, Ann Arbor
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Ann Arbor Journal = Nows
‘Ask the Conductor program draws interast at Logan
Elementary School

rdomday. November 16, 2008

By _isa Allmendinger, A2 Journal

shani Pandya took note o’ how Ann Arbor Symphaony Orchestra conducior An Lipsky held his bow while playing & cello
during ar. "Ask the Conductor” pragram at Logan Elementary School Nov. 10.

The fifin-grade studeni, who plays the violin, says she learned how to nole rer bow properly during the musicai

performance.

Classmate Marc Ybarra, who says he plans to play the flule next year but now performs an the clarinet. carefully

waichad Lipsky's finger psacement while the conducior payed the instrument.
Jesse Cheng says he learned $hat he needs to practice a 12! to be & good musician.

Lynne Gulick, a fourth-grade teacter wno coordinated the maestro's visit, says sne wanted the students at Logan to

hear how music develops character and leadership,

In acdition, the event serves as an introduclion to formal music for the younger studenis, she says.

Ir fif!n grade  students can chose band or arehestra and pick which insirument they would ke to play.
"IMusic is close o my hear!," Gulick says, whao has played the violin, piano and hagpipes.

Before he spoke. Gulick says she hoped {hal the {aix wouwd serve as ar introduction to ine idea that music can become

a career choice.

"It s sometning that expands (the students') world and their pessibiiities " she said.
Lipsky savs he began playing ‘ne {lute at age € whie living in lsrael. A* 7 years old, he says ne was olaying solc for the

local symphony orchestra.

From there, he added the cello to his repertoire and, at 16 years old, he was offered an opportunity to conduct the iozal

orgnestra.

“Musicis @ wonderful way to make friends,” Lipsky told the children, adding that some of the friends he made through

music are stil. his friends toaay.

hitffaww whenitaee comfariclos/ 20050 VT sann_arbor jonnanl
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"Iz was really fun,” Jessie Bake- says of he evant
MY Linsky nzs spent the last 1l years as the canductor of the Ann Arhar Sympbony.

Althcugh still living in Buifalic,

He visitz about 30 schools @ yeaar warking with hign school string quanets and orchestras, as well as grogranms for

younger students. says | avra Bunbar, education and outreach directer for tne archestra.

Lisa Allmendinger car be reached at 1-877-885-NEWS (6357} or at iallmendinger@heritage.com.

URL: http:ffwww hzritage.comiarticles/2009/11118fann_arbar_journalinews/docdb0taded8eddes 7755250 . prt
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Ann Arbor students iive out fairytale

mMonday, November 56, 2009

By Lisa Allrrendinger, A2 Jourma’

Lakewaood School Fary Doar tour

Fart of a two-week long cress-carricular enrichment project that emphasizes imagination
Fairy doors in dowilowr Ann Arbor. number and locations vary

For more informaticn: www.urban-fairies.com

Gnee uporn a time in downtown Ann Arbor, 23 Lakewood kindsrgarteners spent a morning searching for urban fairy

doors in their native habitat,

With the halp of two seff-descriced fairyologists -- Kathleen Wrighi, their Kndergatten teacher, and her hushand.
Jonathan Wright -- the wee folk were able to find about five of them,

Tre fied tnip was part of a two-week enrichmen? pro’ect that aiows kids to learn through scierce, art, reading,
storyteliing and writing with a oig emphasis on imagination. Kainleen \Wrignt says.

Saome of ihe doors the children found were exterior doors, while others werc interior onas.
Thomas Rhodes, &, says he saw & fairy inside one of the doors.
"l saw a qirl fairy" said Audrey Bremer

There was also a dify goblin doar with soo! and frash around if, which grabbed the attention of Brendan McCann, Evar
Crunham and Joe Williams, who thought it was the best door on the tour,

" encourage them to use their imagination and think of the passioiities using mythical habitat,” their teacher says.

Kelvyn Williams. ore of the adul! chaperones, was impressed with "he unigueness of the fairy doog and walking

around with somesong who knows where they are.”

Hesides, he says, it was nice tc have a morning off to wander around downfown Ann Arpar.
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ng the tiny nortals ai the Selo Shevel Sallery, The Ark, Red Shoes and Peaceabie Kingdem. the group

Altar vie
headed 10 Sweetwaicrs Calé, where lhe kindargartaners were reatac o "fairy snacks.”
Adairy snack is a pestage stamo-sized jam sardwich. a berry, & min-coogie and a thimble aized glass of e

servad an ong naskin,

Clara Smith savs the large rassherry was the oest 3y reat.

The chifdren alse toox a trip to the Wrights' home, wnere there are saveral fairy doors.
Tre field rio foillows iessens i animal and human habitats from around the warid.

Kathieen Wright added the fainy door tour into her curricelum abouet four vears age.

Working in small groups, the 5- and f-year-oins will create therr own fairy hatitals using recycied materiais, says
Crristopher Cerda, whose daughter, Clairg, is in the class. She wore her special fairy T-shirt on the tour.

tiore (nformatior aboul urban fairies car be found at www.urban-falries.com.

Lizsa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-895-NEWS (6297} or af fallmendingeri@heritage.com.

WRL: httpiiwwwr heritage.comiarticies/2009/11/18/ann_arbor_journalinews/docdh0ib1d25icd1334803601% prt
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Life
Ann Arbor teen nelping Lakota reservation

ilonday, November 16. 2008

By Sara Yaisanen, Special \Writer

Emmz Griffith dossn't look MNailive American, but a part of har is.

Last summer. the 15-year-old Ann Arbor resident conneacted with her Native American roots wher sha went on a

mission trip to a reservation in Chamberlain, 5.0,

The First Uniied Mathodist Church youih group, whick Griffith is a member of, spent 2 wesk at ‘he |_akota reservation

building a hause.

‘It was devastating and heartbreaking tc see wnat these people lived in" Griffith said. "{They) shalid have been

condemned.”

Griffith was not expecting to see people living the way thay were. Faucets did net work and insides of homes wers

falling down, she said.

Children were so carefree running around the reservation. Griffith said. It made her sad to think of the burden they'll

have in the fulure.
"It all just showed me how much we take for granted,” she sard. "It made me want {0 make a difference "

Griffith is the president of Skyiine High School's theatre guild and a member of Young Pecpic's Theater. She knew she
had to do something {o help the Lakota tribe when she found out the scheol was gaing to parform "Anrie Get Your Gun”

QOre of the characters in the play is "Sitting Bull," who is also a member of the Lakota tribe ir Chamaberlain, 5.2, whers
Gritfith worked this past summer.

"I'want to halp find their voice: | fzel like they've lost theirs." she said.
Cne of the things Griffith knew they needed weas clothing.
"They have a ot of need.” she said.

Griffith is collecting articies of clothing for the reservation and encourages anyone who would like to donate to do so.
She is manning on sending all collected irems to the reservation by Sunday.

Clothing car be dropped off at Young Peaple's Theater, 401 Wes: Morgar. in Anr Aroor or cantaat =mma at

TolZ AR 2:34 M
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emgriztn@aoi.com and she wiil make arrangements o pick up the slothing

Clothing alsc can be droppac off ar the "Annie Get Your Gun Performances” at Skyline High School Periorranc

are Saturday and Sunday.

"it's g small change,” sha said. "H's a step in the right direction.”
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Life
Skyline High Presents "Annie Get Your Gur’

Tucsday, Novemoer 17, 2009

By Ele Falaris Ganelin, Special Vinte:

The Skyire High Schoo! Theatre opened Nav. 13 with a rendition of the 3roadway hit " Annie Get Your Gun." Directea
by Anne-Marie Roberts. this is the thire musica! the school has put on since Skyling first opened last fall.

"It's always rewarding to see the kids grow,” Roberis said.

"Annie Get Your Gun," by Irving Berlin, tel's a fictionaiized story of real-life sharpshaoter Annie Oakley The story stats
ir Circinnati, where the backwoods Annie played hy Richa Saran. gets roped ir to a shoociing cortes? against the great
FFrank Butler, played by Arl Axelrog. who teurs with Buffalo Bill's #Wiid West Show. To everyene's surprise, Annie narrowly
wins. daczling the crowd as well as Buffale Bili (Wil Babbilt} and the show's manager. Charlie Daverpor {(Andrew

Nazzaro).

Before she knows it, Bufialo Bill invites Annie t2 join his show on the road. She's smitien with “rank, and wnile he
reciprocates, he thinks differently when Annie ends up getting a bigger role than him in their raveiing shooting act. They
end up touring in separate shows for a time. as Annie rises fo in‘ernational stardom.,

Hebers noted that one of the challenges of putting on the musical was getting enough boys o fill ine maie roles. But
Roberts jound ways to work around X, Some of roies, including note” owner Foster \Wilsar:. is instead Faustina Wilson
{Angie Goulet) in this production. A cowdgirl trio (Christiana Henck. llana Rashes and Natsurii Shoji) replaces a cowboy
trio, accompanying Annie Oakley as she sings her sibings to sleep.

The musical firs! premiered in 1946 and has since gone through several revivals. In the meantime, the play has become
a popular production for high schaols across the country. Howaver, aspecis of the ariginal musical have become
controversial. With the presence of racism against Nalive Armericans and prejudice against women, director Anne-Marie
Rabenrs chose to go with the more toned-down 1899 revis'on of the musical.

The presence of guns in the story has been the topic of some discussicr among some in the blogosphare. The blog
“Ann Arbor Scheol Musings™ pointed out in August that Michigar has very strict rules abou! students possessing
weapoens in the public schools: "What if & kid holds the {ake gun up fo anciner kid's head and goes 'bang. bang' just o
be funny? Aren't we borrowing trouole here?"

But afier seeing the play this weekend, the blogger, who goes ny "Ruth.” changed her mind.

“Annic Get Your Gun’ has guns. but it's not violent " she said. noting that ker initial concerns stermmed from how guns
and vinlence are often intenwined.
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4  Ann Arbor school board gets clean
ce o fipancian audit, discusses school
finances
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Bio

Age:dd

Position, for how jong: Elemoentary princi-
pal sinee Jaimary 20068.

Live in what neighborhood and how long:
Pittsfield Township.

How would you like to be rememhered:
Someone who had a love for learning and » pas-
sion for education. Someone who exemplified
Christ’s love toward mankind,

Most significant accomplishment:
Becoming an educalon

Biggesi disappointment: None lo date. ['ve
learned [rom every disappoiniment, therefore
they have become learning opportunities. An
educalor takes advantage of every leachable
moment,

Ten Questions

1. What do you do on a home foothall
Saturday? .

Muke every effort to attend the game. It I'm not
at the game, T unconditionally avoid that part of
LOWN,

2. You're a tour guide in Ann Arbor, where
would you take & tourist?

Oh this one is easy, The first stop would be at
Logan Elemenlary (U'm ubways bragging about
my stall and students). From Logan, we would
gofo the B3ig House, although 1'd make a point to
pass Huron High School, my high school alma
mater and the Arb. The peonies at the Arb arc
sirmpy brealhtaking, Once at the Big House, we
would abandon our ground transportation and
continue the four on foot. From there, we would
meander through T of M eampus and end the
tour at Washteraw Dairy, where Td spring for
buller-pocan ico cream.

g

3. What’s your favorite scason in Ann
Arhor and what makes it special?

My favorite scason in Amm Arbor i3, without a
doubt, fall. The beuntiful tall colors, frips to the
cider mill and, of course, football, Fall is alse the
time of vear thal students return to school, which
iz always a highlight!

4. What are the pros anud cons of living in

" Ammn Arbor?

Pros: Eihmically diverse culture, education
exudes from the vory pores of AnnArbor a
plethora of familyfriendly events and activi-

s, world-elass educational system for K12 a0d

bheyvond, fairly clean city (those who litter are
acinally frowned upenl, many parks, rediable and
sfficient pobice and tire depariments {hoth groups
are also active volunigers in our schonls, cilizens
are prelly amicablo and publiceniriied. M
ly mewved to Ann Arbor in 1975 o Bacililaie my
mather atlending U of 3's nursing program.
Well, we've been heye ever since,

Comsz: Still toaking for them.

5. Which Ann Arbor restaurant makes

your favorite dish, drink or dessert and what

is it?

Imposzible 1 seleci one favorite restrarant.
When 1 taking guests put toead, Tsimply as Thers,
*What do vou foel like earing™ Then [ select ke
restaurant based unon thelr paate.

6, What building or landmark in Ann
Arbor makes it unigue?

Adthough the University of Michigan hospilal
is quite impressive, hats off 1o the Big House! ]
have family across the country; they all know the
Biyz House.

7. i you could wave 2 magic wand and
change one thing about Ann Arlor, what
would it he?

This wound is still fresh - - the State School
Ald, specifically yestoring the 20 state funding.
Ag everyons is painfuily aware, our schools are
hemorrhaging financiatly

8. What's vour favoriie saying ot quoie?

“Long after hey have forgolien what you
tavght them, they will remember how you treated
them” - author unknown,

9, ¥ you could give a8 newcomer to Ann
Arbor one piece of advice, what would it he?

Wlcomne home!

10. Ann Arbor is known as tree city, what’s
your favorite and why?

Lappreciate all the trees i An's Arbor
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Tappan School inaugurates 'Law Clul' with presentation by wo counly
hemicide deteciives

By Frank W
Legal Mews

| Wasatenaw County homicide detectives Tom Sinks ang John Scafase’ visited Taapan School
ast week for the naugural meeting aof thal scheol's aw Club,

Hosterd by long-time Tappan teacher wWerdy Raymond, the club is an extension of legai-
reieted activitics Raymend has offered “fo- 20 years,” she said.

worg Jnabie toattend my

"[ue to cnangos onocoass scheduling, some sevenin gracers
clubs' i yea- thal allows

cightn gradens su we came 1p with the idea of a 'lew
" she sand.

classaes as

i ary studert tc paricioate,

The cub will meet six times a yea© on Tnursdays, Future pregrams will featire local

attcrneys dscussirg why they chase to enter the law as well as a meck tria. to be keid in

sudae Timaothy Conrars’ courtrocom.

| itdge Cornors ras ong champianod Reymaona's work Nosting courfraom nurs by
Raymona udenrs.

3

On Khe rignt, Sinks snows studerts bow oulets dired fror differing distancos may or may

noL icave resicue o0 victims' cicthing.

curnd Boafasg aisn showes students how detactives car foad MrgeErprnis on o varoos
yven on rabber gloves worr Sy suspocis; how eids of snoe prints are cast; and
' ohow te use a Super Gloe fuming 2ox o moexe finger printg readabie on cortain surfacos.

Anoat 530 stadents attendzd the Law Club peying rapt attenton and asking periinent
aurestions during the event.
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Ann Arbor schoo! boara member
Randy Friedman’s residaency
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Ann Arbor school district budget
staris to show effects of state aid
cuts
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Ann Arbor Journal = News
Longtime school board memoer steps down

Friday, November 20, 2009

By Lisa Allmendinger, AZ Journal

| ongtime Ann Arbor Board of Education member Helen Gates-Bryard resigned from the Arin Aibor Board of Education
Nowv, 18,

"It is with great regret that [ will resign immediaiely foliowing this meeiing," she said.

Citing personal reasons that prompted a meve lo ancther state, Gates-Bryant was presented a plague for her years of
service and heard numesraus tributes from her fellow board members following her announcement.

She was first elected (o the board in 2603,
"We've been working together since 2003 and you brought insight to this table " said board member Glenn Nelson.
Nelson said Gates-Bryant always dirccted her decision toward the well baing of the district's students.

He recatied driving to Michigan Association of School Board meetings with Gates-Bryant thal were filled with her unigue

sense of humor,

"“You're nice and fun, too,” Nelson said. "Going to the MASE meetings won'i be the same withiout you "
The outgoing members urged her fellow baasd members to "stay the course”
Gutes-Bryant's open seat will be filled by appaintment by the Scard of tducation Dec. 16

“Uwill miss Hefen terribiy,” said beard member Randy Friedman. "We've barefiied from her contribution and we'll feal an

zmptiness without har”

Susan Baskstt, wha ran with Gates-Bryant, and Board Prasident Dab Mexicott, noted that they celebrated their first
election together and said they were especially sad she would the first one leaving.
“I'm a lucky person to have knowr you," said Board Vice Prosident frene Patalan.

Y

“You've enriched me and the students are lucky to have had you,"” she said. "You were always there for those students

who needed a voice.”

Superintendent of Schools Tedd Reberts said, "Buring the 3 1/2 years of working together, vou asked the fough
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Ponzling school boach member steps down
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guostions, but you always know whal was fair and right,

t recatiad har campaign far the board with Gates Bryant saying, "The three of us ran togeiner :n 2003 and wo

£ i
fiexicot

came on at a ime wher it was very, very difficult.”
Calling Gates-Bryant "a mocel” Mexicott said s hid carned a lot from her departing board memier and fricne.
You caused me o reflest on how uniformed a board we've beer ™ Mexico!t said.

The board agreed that "the foss o the community is great. but the East Coast is getiing somsone specal ™

Guates-Bryant plans io mave to Springfield, Mass.

"This is really, really hard " Gates-Bryani said. "You have becomio my friends on o professional and a personal leve! anc

[ wadi truly, trity miss you"
¥ K ¥

Lisa Allmendinger can beo reachod at 1-877-935-NEWS {6397} or at lalimendinger@heritage.com.

Vanr wbor jouri

URL: http:therww heritage. com/farticles/200%/1T1{24/ann_arbor_jourmnalfnews/docdb0723d887624451 217846 prt

£ 2008 heritage.cam, a Journal Register Property
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Pioneer field hockey coach Jane Nixon,
Michigan coach Marcia Pankratz in hospital

after scooter accident

Postad: 12.38 p.m. November 20, 2008

12 Comments. Somimans Ho

Jane Nixon, a special education teacher and field hockey coach at Pioneer High Schoo,
is In stable condition in the intensive care unit at the University of Michigan Trauma
Burn Center after suffering injuries Wednesday in a scooter accident in Ann Arbor.

Nixon was riding on a scooter driven by
Mlchlgan field hockey coach wiarciz
Fanvratz about 8 p.m. Wednesday when
they coliided with & Dodas ‘ntre;éd al the
intersection of Packard Stres! and Zest
dniversity, according to Ann Arbor police.
Both Nixon and Pankratz were wearing
helmets. Police said the accident remains
under investigation.

Pankratz also was admitted to UM Hospital,

]

A page for Nixon on the Michigan Health
System CarePages has a note from John
and Joan Nixon and inctudes, "The family
appreciates your support and prayers and
asks that you please give them their privacy.
Please no visitors at this time.”

Nixon has coached at Pianeer for the past
12 seasons, and the Pionsars defeaied

ety

f—l\.,il\...n \F)I = “‘LC‘L-.., gh\’.ll r\xl\... .6 |||J i .\Ju... u

the programs 21st overall and fifth straight.
Nixon played college field hockey at
Michigan, earning second team Ali-Big Ten
honors in 1986.

i,

Pioreer High Schoot field hockey coach and teacher
Jane Nixon. [Photo: File photc)

VH2RAR 210 PM



Proneer field hockey cosch fane Nivan,
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Mrohiean conch Mircia

Pankratz is credited with turning #iichigan
the country.

nrprfiwwseannarbor.com/sports/pioneer-ficlkd hochoy conch ine

field hockey into one of the elite programs in

She returned to lead the team in January after a hiatus from ceaching. She was
previously the head coach of the Wolverinas from 1998 to 2004, winning a 2001 NCAA
titie - the first by a women's team in the history of Michigan athletics.

Before coaching at Michigan, Pankratz played f

or the U.5. National team at the 1996

Summer Olympic Games in Atlanta and the 1988 Seoul Olympic Games. She spent nine
years with U 8. Field Hackey team (1985-90, 1994-88), playing in 110 international

matches.

Fata g oosi Tags: Jane Nuer, Plones: igh Sobe

Related Articles: 11/21: Chio Siate 21, Mi

11/21: Michigan fpothali te

Big 1en

11721: Patience? Entering Year 3
of it

Jr]l ||’]G OL_,?I o

11/21: Box score: Ohio Siis

13 Comments:

VWishing them both a speedy recovery-

chigan 10 Your guids fo

Sabverings

Qur govaragce

-10 viclory against Michigan

am falls o Ohio State. finishes iast in ihe

. Hich Rodriguez in dange

21, Michigan 10

Posted 2 days ago {Flag this Posy)
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Haritage Newspavers (herilage.com)

Coinion
Home Front: Book fairs, mom fusled passion for
reading

Friday, November 20, 2008

8y Lisa Allmendinger, Heritage Newspapers

Sometimes while out on assignment, I'm transported back to a pravious life.

Mot in @ mystica! or talks-with-spirits kind of way, rather i an "l remember-doing this when | was a kid xind of way "
Last weck, I'was tuken back to elementary school.

For some of you. that might mean a crne-room schoolhouse.

Althcugh I'm too young to personally have iived through that period of time, I've read about it

fnd I've retold people's stories describing what it was like {o leam in a classroom heated by a wood stove, or have a

pigiail dipped in an inkwell.
(n the other hand, there's nothing like having lived through an event and then writing about it years later.

Such was the case recently when | walked into Logan Flementary School. As | entered the school to cover anather
assignmernt, | spied the Scholastic Book Fair and was instantly reminded of my favorite tme during my carly schoo!

days.

Same persanal history is needed here. My mom was a kindergarten feacher and a voracious reader i not anly learncd

to read at a very early age, but also | lived in a home filled with books.

So witen my school book fair rolled around each year, | was truly a kid in a licrary candy shop. My book choices, like

those of my classmates, woere placed ir scparale piles awaiting our parents’ arnval.

[y pile towered over all the other kids. And | couidn't wait uniil the end of the schaol day when my mom would arive se

she could pay for them, and i could start reading.
| gistinctly remember her wiiting checks for mere than 5100, which was a huge amount tack in the sarly B0s.

Yup, | was one af the lucky kids. Iy mom wauld pay tor alt those books, and | would grab one and start reading i to her

as we drove home.

ot 2 V24000 10030 A
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i'd pic< a "skinny™ one.which | knew | oo d read from cover o cover dofore we arrived at e garage door,

ity mom and |woukd read many of those hooks together, sometimes acting ouwi the stories. Other times, we'd tum tem
intg art projccts.

when | saw e excilement of those Logan students turned loose 1o peruse hundrocs and hu-dreds of

Sofast wonk, v

nooks, Pwas ranaportod back to those amagng days of my ¢hildrood - ard a limea when someona clse pa'd for ine

bhooks.

Tre authors ang tiftes have changed over the years, et the fooks on those inguisitive little faces was a roirror image of

ming at their age,
Thaose book shelves were, and stii” are, my aysters.

Each night, afier I've wrilien my nowspapecer storias for the day. orn ta fhe stores of othor writers,

Afer atiending that book fair, T plan to pick up one of the kooks |oved as a chitd and read it ouw? loud to my dogs.
Then I'm going to tuin the siory inlo an art project, and put the finished project on my refrigerator -- ust like oy mom diu

when ! was in elcmentary school.

Although she died when | was just 15 years old, I'm sure she'll appresiate my grown-up efferts, which were igrited by

har inve of reading anrd fucled by those annual Scholastic book fairs.

Lisa Allmendinger can be reached at 1-877-895-NEWS (6397} or at lallmendinger@heritage.com.

URL: http:iiwww. heritage com/farticles/2008/11/24/opinion/doc4b06be92905e 235403821 pri
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Life
Logan students raise $1,500 for Food Gatherers

Friday, November 20, 2004

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journa

Students at Logan Elementary Schoo. ralsed mare than 51,500 during a wo-week Unitod Way coin driva proest.
The morey wil he donated o Food Gatharors.

At an assenbly Nov. 18, it was announced that the cein drive raised $1532.97.

L

I'ne upper elementary classes won the batile of the upper elemeniary students vs. the lower elamentary studants for

raising the most money. said Hycuo Park, a fifth-grade teacher.
“But we decided that the top earners from each level shouid be winners." he said.
So. Amy Webster's fifth grade class and Karen Rochell's sccond-grade ciass will receive pizza parias for their efforis,

Wehstor's fifth-grade class contributed $210.

ircludad in her class are islam Ashour, Jessica Baker, Nickolas Doyd, Jesse Cheng, August DiGiovine, Walayah Gaza®,
Seungwen Hur, Daryahl Hussain, Ohinna llazor, [ eah Knox, Natalie { akin, Devak Nanun, Isahol Nowak, Arie Park,

Coror 3mith. Jack Smith, Rebekah Song, Hannah Spiri-dores and Huda Warsame.
In the iower clementary, Rocheil's class contributed 391,

ircluded in her class are Nikhita Anand, Maxweall Barry, Nicholas and Noah Beucher, Yuarg: Deng, Yeusif and Zacraria
Garali, Chioma Al llozar, Hajar Jaradat, Nicholas Kaipainen. Melissa Lin, Daniel McoNeit Y, Aour Mehdi, [smail

Moharmud, Vadha Reddy, Aisha Said, Sanil Shah, Ryan Watson, Alan and Derck Zhu.

machine and issued a cashier's check at no chargs, so ail funds coliscted wern doraied to the cause.

Lisg Alimendinger can be reachod at 1-877-995-NEWS {6357} or at lalimendinger@heritage.com.

URL: http:fwww. haritage comfarticies/2008/11/24/lifefdocd b6 bdBabd71a868160410.prt
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Ann Arbar Journal = News
Applicants sought to fill school board post

Friday, November 20, 2009

By ! isa Alimendinger. A2 Journal

ne Ann Artror Board of Education is sceking applicanis 1o fill a seat racently vacated by Heien Gates-Bryan:
Those inlarested must be a citizen of the Unitcd States and 15 years of age ar oider.
Eliginle applicants must be residents of the Ann Arbor Public School District for at least 30 days and be eligibie to vole.

All these interested in submitting their name far the seat should serd a written application to Amy Osinski, Ann Arbor
Boaord of Dducation, 2555 5. State 5, Ann Arbor, M 48184 by 4 p.m. Now. 30,

They can aisc be Taxed o 884-2414 or ec-maicd to osinski@aaps. k12.mii.us.

Application must irciude a resume that includes the anpficant's home address, telephone and, i applicable, g-ma

address.

Also inciude a letler of intent no longer than two pages that detalls experiences and qualifications applicants would bring

taxr the board,

Applicants will be interviewed by members of the Boaord of Education Bec. 8, and they wll be required to make a brist

public statermnant at the Dec. 16 Board of Education mecting.

Both meetings are held 7 p.m. at the Ann Arbor District Library.

A candidate will be seected and seated Dec. 16, by a maicrity vote of the board,
The apnointmeant runs through June 30, 2010,

In additinn, "We invite the community fo sabmit possible quastions to be usad inthe irterview nrocess,” Osmskisad ina

pross release from the district.

(uestions must ke submitted 7o osinskifaaps.k12.mi.us or mailed to 2555 5. State St Ann Arkor, 841 48104 by 4

p.m. Naow. 30,

Gt
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Liditor’s note: Randy
man, reasurer of the Ann

Arbor school hoard, wrote the

Sfollowing guest column,
Your storjes o W
dav and Thursday of this

weelk, regarding mv personal

life and family decisions,
and the resuling comamen-
taries vou published. many
of which were anonvinos,
have, 1ienr wermporarily
distracted your (nn]i"l:r]
viewers itom the ex
serious challenges our
scheor district now faces,
As the result of dect
made by State, not local,
leaders

financial futare of

Continues from AlE

mismanaged and that there
was plenty of money available
through belter adminiatration
— wvas falue, but Tam sure
made people who didr't want
their taxes to go up feel better
for o momeni. That parly is
now over. We really have & gi-
ant fianeial challenge abead
of s, Flow will we tackle it
and how will wo beat w? The
stmple answer is togethen in
Jifficuli maments like this, it
is llnfr)"it.'}lzlt""} loo common
that pec; nre will divide ana
atrack sach other Such an =(-
mosphere will blunt effurls o

'ew'lim spvlutions, and distract

schoo! leaders from doing
'rhv ()D

Tried-

wdnes-

iremely
sions

chick: bear upon the
LII_}LAE"'{M

. not divi

]m‘ i‘]lur
Ann Arbor
CAADS), g poentia an-

nua! operating defici which
0,008,000
this coming vear

could approact: §2
stariing
This murnber 18 unpree-
edented and shocking, This
runer threatens so much
o what so maay pm'*lc in
this commuanity hoad
1t was iz anricipation
of this potential operating
defliclt, that the AADPS lead-
ersaip i conjenction with
other county schoel districts
presented the countywide
entancernient mitlagre, While
It v passed in Ann Arbaor,
1 was nod suppaorted else-
where and [e 11 to defeat.

As if stands today, the
lws of Michigan regulre
state funding for our local
schouls and require any
effort to raise funding on :
local basiy to be countywide,
while at the same time iz

o the challenge. As an execu-
tive officer of a business for
many years, | have cxperience
b judging management exper-
tise and addressing budgerary
challenges. | balieve that in
Ann Arbor we have the right
management to develop a plon
that will address our finaneial
shortfall with intelligence and
sensitivity. Such a pian will
dernand transparency, com-
munity participation, shared
sacrifices and thoughtiulness.

Pusing
upun us,

[siitas
In thc ( ampaipn batles

’L

oppt_u £l
argued ¢
the time to ralse ta
further that 1‘:

PIOEIAmS with fess
por student.

The opposition '; firse
purnent witg a le
Tn dificudt tinwes, raising
laxes s fnusz]_ o neople.

Those of o \\'1.0 favored
the millnze argued back
Lhat a deserioraning eduea-
tioz svsioTn was worse than
bl propery taxes.

The opposilion’s second
araement - that AADE veus

vlLJIIf”l

sive attacks needed

[ am confident that we can
and will build a plan upan
these pillurs.

The school administration,
jollowing a peried of explana-
fion, community input and
evaluation, will presenr irs
plan in February 2o, It s my
hope that between now and
then muny voices will come
forward, rmany idens will be
shared, und the real raih of
aur situation will be cJearly
confronted,




City records: Ann Arbor school
'y Friegman

poard Treasurer Rand
doesn’t have principal residence
exemption in Birmingham

T e e N N I T R FE S AR TR T

Tax recoras on e wilh e city ot Birmingnam show any

Fandy Freaman did Aot fils far a orirm

ot o AnnArDOr.Com Tom Sriasimian’s g

sSreyioug ovnar Tiied & Torm revoxdng thes o7

NOULE,

Lraddionzl recarss, ais0 gentlo Anndrboroom o

aromerty 1S currenily i

ne issue came o light Wednesday whs
el Frisoman purchasen a home i Brmingnam and
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Tapozn Fiddie School pradeaie Sosco Ghe caty id o

|

® ANN ARBOK o

Wargaret Funch - Bdums Fork Pvoers

sumns mars Tappan Middie Schooi graduate
Bosco (the cat) laid to rest

Posted: 3:50 p m. Navimber 23, 20039

T Comment Ceeresd R

Bosco the cat, a handsome
Russian Biug known to the
majority of the Burns Park
neighborhood, as well as Tappan
Middle schoolers and staff was
taid to rest on Wednesday,
November 18, 2009 He had
suffered from a fibro sarcoma. He
was 13 years old.

Bosco started his iife on the
streets of Flint, Ml where he was
found on the corner of Atherton
and Saginaw streets and brought
to the Genesee County Humane
Society. Doors were opened {o
him in a way he would come to
expect, as his good locks and
personality allowed him to adopt
the McHugh family after spending
less than 24 hours in the shelter.

Bosco the calin an undated phote taren by David Felbock.
supplcd by Alica McHugh

According to his owner, Alicia McHugh, Bosco was known to have "boundary issues” and
invited himself into the homes of many Burns Park neighborhood families Whether it be
while they were getting the morning paper or by using the pet door, Bosco made himself
at home. Probably the most social cat on record, his accomplishments include, iying on
the teacher's desk during science class, being dropped off at his door by a school bus,
receiving a proper diplema frem Tappan Middle School and walking across the stage, as if
on cue, during a Burns Park Players musical. His adventures include, having to find
someaone to call his "owners" to pick him up in Kerrytown. How he arrived in Kerrytown,

he never disclosed. Alsg, he nearly caused an accident on Washtenaw Avenue when he

A mtrpiwwn annirbor.comd nel ghborhoods turns-park/ve- o=t



Tappan ¥iddle School graduate Soae Che eald b ioest AL

awoke from his nap in ihe hack of & garaged converiible to find the car moving dowr the
read. In response, he hopped into the iront seal startling the ariver.

Gary Court was the principal at Tappan Middle Schocl when Bosco was a reguiar
attendee. He relates, " loved Bosca. He had a gregaricus personality. Bosco charmed ihe
nearts of many Tappan students and staff " Mr. Court alsc pointed out, however, that
Basco often drooled when he was petted and that drool stained his pants on many
oceasions. As for the infamous graduation, Mr. Court describes Bosco as sauntering
across the stage then stopping mid walk for a good petting. From his description, the
audience met the announcement of Bosco's honorary graduation and dipioma with gales

of laughter and Bosco seemed quite pleased with himself.

Susan Peartman a long time Burns Park Players costumer remembers having to chase
Bosco out of the costume room before closing up at the end of the night. He must have
loved the cozy feel of all that clothing. Her favorite Basco moment was during a
performance of My Fair Lady, when Clinch Steward was singing, "On the street where |
live " She remembers Bosco heading up on stage, "as if on cue,” sitting by a lightpole and
then exiting down the stage stairs. That night's audience was certain that Bosco was a
trained cat.

Bosce will be missed by Alicia, Dan, Emma and Jas McHugh, as weil as his other
"owners”, Jerry Mack of Washtenaw Ave. and Inka and David Felbeck of Scottwood St
The Felbeck's met his needs with unwavering compassion during his final days.

Sharo s oot

hiprdfvwwannarborcomy nelghborboods/ourms park hve-nve-.
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Gov. Jennifer Granholm: Freeze on

tax credit considered to save
Promise scholarships

Gov. Jennfer Granhoim and stedenits fram Eastern KMichinan University and the University of
Kfchigan raflied for support of the Michfgan Promise sehoiarshio today.

Tom Perkins | For Anndqoercom

Afregze on an inooms ax oredit that helps struggling families s being cornsidersd to
save the merit-based Michigan #romise scholarshi program.

rally wth students at Eastern Mickigan Universily 1o drum dp
the pepular schalarehin pragram.

Gov. Jannifer Granholm offered up the soluton at & press conference oday following 2




Tha wichinar, - olan. han ;:‘arovide-j up to 54 007 W in-glate glucertis in

e

mert-bases st betors DTwes ot oul of ing siale oudped 3¢l G0io save $740 million

- federal fax oredit tnat "halps

e meowgrgn CF ey amden T prasy g Ppesgierss i =
i 3nVE lt, e SaE :=.|l:-:l“ TS l.'N.\_. |_|—|—I\_\l = res U

TEcoarding to e

noabie
N }

wOTKIngG peonis achieve soonomic sicbilty and

wlichigan.goy

t 1 - o R Wt T
Thal's & frecre o 2 sehedued (8x oul

a0t an ingcresss,” she said.

Srenncin i not ofer gdditional
mciuding how that wouls impact thos
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e siate Depertment of Tressy

auanab-m T enmmers this msinzng

Al the rafty, Grannolm teid an audiehse of
about 145 fram kU, UM and
Vvashtenaw Community Caofiege that the
axira fuition help wiil Hoost collese accass,
She said the resulting graduaies will hels
ramake the slale’'s economy, witich s
reeling from the toss of suic indisiny jobs,

Al the ralty, she todd studenis (o make their

woices heard Gov Jemntfer Grannoeim signs auiograpns
TEEe R for EWMU studerms Emity Gitingham and
Ao Cosme Dinwing the sy

"lFs not too 1918 10 save the Machagan
Promise, anc I'm ragiy herg 10 ask for your
nelp,” Granfioim sad, "This 5
should be Kep?, bt we car't do i along.”

Fom Perklnz | For AnnAsbonoom

s

The stop was part of & wur of state colieges Granhalm began last waet o drum Uz
support for the scholarshio program,

Enid student leaders who addressad the audighce before Granhicim's soeesh
gricolraged therr paers 10 vole and contact siste Sanalors. The Sanate ouithe
rogram out of e nigner ecucation budget Bl Granhclim sionad,
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sseries of thenter
sehnnl productions,
cFroal sidients

Rn Trers and T 2 rmugical
o Go- oo"] vears of L?\-'t_:lmi(m and

5 ‘}‘\.nnit’. Coet Your
Giun” i3 simplistic o its plot.

Set in the late 18003. it tel?
of dowrn- %lum f
wiio become
after she is _Du,kx,d Lrp b} Bufﬂl]:_} Bl
Wild West Showw for her talearas a

marksman, This docs nor pivase her
epptistical partner and occasional love
interest Frank Rutier, who s not willing

te: share his spotiigit with a worsan
Fle soon leaves Buffalo BilPs wWild 'W{r:sr
Saow and defects to a competitor,
Tawny Bill's Show

His prima donna assistant, Dolly,
foflows bim: to keep her sister Winnie
from muarrving a half-Native American
LLommy. Eventually, after both
<fnd srlory overseas and at home,
thiey mespe, and the two star-crossed
couples renmite,

Doespite the unadorned plodline,
the Skvline Theatre did a notable job
with their periormance, bringing life
and vigor wa cast of characters that
would have otherwise been archetypal
Although the entire cast performed
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well, [ was ey
work dove by soplicmor
whe plaved Annie Oaluey S

s she wis
the }“ [‘f[‘ Hin"

Anne
could have
singnehand-

: - did she hAH_ a
[ m.nhru‘ while a '
vears, bul she also

rond volce ar
that was hovond ?
ot a very dramatic
mt LE 51 71110 i
1 ]1"ht1mr af the shonw was also
arsisticaily rendered. The wse of the
spotlight during the seios In the misic
numhct% was the UI'J]\ distinet change
it the perfonnance.
Tilg gave the musical an ¢ prapriate,
sircus-like amblence. The soft vellow
iminaied the stage for the

sainder of the show did a good job ol

capluaring Uie period in wiich the play
Wis s0t.

The set ajzo aided in estabiishing 2
trn-of-the-century circus feel witn a
red und white striped hackdrop, and
elaborate sex pleces that rolled on and
ol i sum. the majority of technologi-
cal work belind the production was
very effective beceuse 1 owas sulied Lo
the period.

The ouly element that 3id not agrce
with the period woere the costemes ai
the socialite girls swooning over Frank
Butler Some were wearing black sivap
legs dresses, Black during that period
vorn unly by women in meurning
ur by the Parisian models ol high
fasiion, and strapless dresses are as
modurn as the wges, However, [ :umi
ali the other costumes to be histosiealiv
acvurate amd o PTOPTIALL.

The t touches to this immense
snsenible were the pit orchesira and
the choreagraphy. The pit orehestra,

Wi

rure while sinuing | (.

deulan the brass sectio:, was ex-
1 sslonate abwout the musie
thoey were playing: sometimes so fi

vent thar they plaved over Ari Axelrod
13-'1'11;{ Trank Butler} and the chos

» | SO places,
{Thaefirst hal[ fJf f'mmn s b, “You
an't et a Man with o Gan comes e
mind 3 But Fhe evervihing in Uals musi-
i these clenens woere vory profus
“kible,

A, frorn stare te Nndste, o level
of beliewvability and energy was main.
talned from ‘1]] characters, enouel to
transpori anyone back o the days of the
American Wild West T recommend this
show 1o anvone with o taste for apheat
romantic Westerns, or just a love of
]T‘\-‘i_mf Berli e Yo will be

infor 2 beautiful biend of music, cho-
bl

reography, and actinzg: truly an i
sive ensemnije pt‘rf:]rm"lll( t hy Skyli
Theatre.

(Fuesi reviewer Katherine Krouss 15
a Creenhills School sophormore. She b fraas
performed in nwmerous pmu andd s
cals, her favorite being “The Crucible,
and has been a member of her schonl’s
comipetitive puhlic speaking team for four
WEITE,

The wim of ArnArkorcoms student-
review program is o recognize, und pro-
vide more coverage for, the aecomplishe
tiwatrizol work that’s happerting in our
sehonls while also providing apportuni-
for student wrtiers with an inferest in
arts criicism. To encaurage t:Ich[.[‘.lf),
our student writers will always review
shtows from schools other than chetr owe,
To learm more abowl the student- review
prograie, eondaet fenn MoKee azjen-

cheldiannarboncorn or 734-627-25,
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Without a Penny More

By Ron Steiger

Lo
schonls it Fiords,

et firanees

Al

a0 the a7

< an the ot

A

managers patmwide

fro 45

Tl cvnl vt

shrg

nereerl o T

[R>S

Cwitn sorre progech

HE RS ERAUH

declined

NI e e gt
L PTOCCRED. el

- Eudyeel Liens

W, Wy

[T sarink sure cenre of HIZ R rercentand

He dlasirnam, wr wete ahle Lo save 1ohs, Boiale u

se gt memne: <t

FERILTIEE WD sendiny

ATE0C

aaf s wonl

FRA AR

To create districts thist can flexibly streamline during financial crises, we must start with open and honest
conversations about where doliars are being spent, and why. That canversation is difficult and reguires a
oreat aeat of political will, whick, in our case, the superintendent and schon! board had.




E;
[

state,

Twiie vy

Fooannbry,

RARTME

sabiess

denelaned
cod e

sides pushed watn e pnink of finensal solvenow

wdistrict aad

e A U

wre Sl gt

il daw
e wnid NN i 2l Loy ey

s o the dianeie

byl

I s shrok e ceiral vdFog vy s than

o R

wers T e uess St owne af w0k, ointer

s 5l e

T T

To create districts that can flexibly streamline during financial crises, we must start with apen and honest
conversations about where dollars are being spent, and why. That conversation is difficult and requires a
great deal of political will, which, in our case, the superintendent and school board had.
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Perinit me (o pradse somd oachers whodeserve it AnnAahoreom blip:/fwww annarbor comdnews/educalion/ permil-me-1o-nraise- .

RECT) NOV 24 A

FROM THE FREOKY OF THE Roon: Permit me o praise
some teachea‘s wﬁw ﬁesewe it

Posted: Today, 4 hours agn

3 Comments. Comrmos Mo

I jJust want to say one thing.

Michigan teachers do not play.

What | mean by that is, listen, we're hearing horror stories about education in our state.
The legislature in Lansing is slashing funding mid-year, and the anly guestion is how
bloody the hurt to inflict. The millage in Washtenaw County went down in resounding
fashion. All kinds of innavative programs are trembling, waiting with their necks beneath
the blade, expecting to be cut any second. Teachers ali over the state fear for their jobs,

and for the jobs of their colleagues.

Yeah, so. ..

Michigan teachers are battlers. Michigan teachers will not cave in to despair. They will do
the best with what they have and they won't stop there.

They will try to make that best better.

| say this because 1 just spent three days at the National Council of Teachers of Enghsh
annual convention in Philadelphia, and | attended about 15 presentations. Most of these
were mediocre - teachers rehashing ideas that have already been around for a quarter
century, or presenting newish ones in a manner so flat you could balance the 12 cups of
coffee on them that you need to drink just to stay awake while you're listening.

Not so with Michigan teachers.

Every thing | saw a Michigan teacher do, every word | heard a Michigan teacher say,
made me proud to teach in this state. it's no secret Michigan’s struggling right now. The
industries that built us are wrestling with how ta survive, how to reinvent themselves so
they can remain sustainable and relevant. But one thing you can say about Michigan - a
thing you always can have said about Michigan - is people here know how to wark. An
honest day’s labor is our cultural heritage. We wake up and we pull our shifts and we

[ of 3 LE24000 932 AR
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don't shirk our responsibilities because we understanc it we do, our colieagues will suffer,
Our cormmunities will suffor

Michigan teachers are no different. YWe live by that same code. VWe come to work 1o be
good at what we do, to be darmn good at what we do, regardiess whether our working
environment feels happy or hopeful. We gut our collective shoulder to the wheel and we

make that mother rolf.
Here are some highlights of what i saw:

Sarah Andrew-Yaughan's hands Sarah is a teacher at Huron High School and whether
she's breaking down step-by-step her spectacular unfamiliar genre project. an endeavor
which asks students to spelunk through alien literary neighborhoods in order to broaden
their understanding of how to read and write, or whether she's arguing we shouid have
after-school workshops where math teachers demonstrate to their colleagues the best
ways to understand calculus - prob/em-solving across the curricultm is just as important
as writing across the curriculum - her dreams are so vital she can barely contain them.
They shake her shoulders and elbows and her hands flit like birds, flying into and through
the hearts and brains of one imagined future student to ancther as she envisions her next
great idea, her next new way to make her classroom magic.

Cathy Fleischer’s huge wide-open eyes. Cathy's a professor at Eastern Michigan and a
mentor to countless area teachers. When you propose an idea to her, she listens with her
whole face, especially those eyes that seem to see and know everything with the kind of
expertise one would attribute to a field general survaying a vast plain and conceiving the
shape of battles ahead. Whether she's teaming with Sarah to present the book they
co-wrote, or introducing a panel of teachers she demands everybody pay rapt attention
to, or standing in the dead middle of the convention center waiting to meet with yet
another teacher she'll offer advice fo, her switch is flipped on. She is alert. She's focused.
She's not about to waste anybody's time. Not for a minute.

Chuck Hatt’s smile. Chuck’s the coordinator of Social Studies and Literacy Instruction for
Ann Arbor Public Schogls, and you've never seen a face more lit with passion than when
he mentions some author or book you've never heard of and he tells you, you absofutely

noed to read this!

The back of Jennifer Walsh’s shoulders. Jennifer is the Language Arts Department Chair
at Forsythe Middie School, and | say the back of her shoulders because all you can do is
foilow her as she zooms through the exhibition hall seeking out as many materials as she

e TR,

can find to purchase (with her own moncy) 1o stock her classroom A discount that aliows

her to huy an audio-book for $10 (three for $30) is an answered prayer.

Anne Gere's stately elegance. Anne Gere is the director of the ground-breaking Joint

1320004 5
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Permit e to priadse some eaciers who descoroe e AuiAchorcom Ny annarbor comdnews/educationd permit-me-io-pralae-

=nglish anc Sducation ’hi. iProgram at the University of Michigar, and if she wanted ¢
ne, sne couid be a Senator. Probably a Majoriiy i.eader When she stands in frentof a
group of teachers detalling the research she and her colleagues Wictoria Haviiand and
Jenpifer Buehler have conducted, and the strategies they've Lncovered ic demonstrate
now multi-cultural perspectives can help decrease the achievement gap, she owns the
room. She makes the material she’s presenting feel as important as health care reform or
climate change legislation. And it /s that important. We can't fuily address any of our
problems without a dynamically educated poputace. Anne Gere insists every teacher
understands why this means we can't allow ourselves to give in to despair, and she'll
keen owning rooms until we all learn how to own them ourselves.

And then there's the whole package - the hands, the eyes, the smile, the shoulders, the
JUnyieiding and dignified determination. That's what you will find at Pioneer Middle School
in Plymouth where educators Carmen Johnsen, Jason Raye, Ben Mcliurray and
Ciaire Waiton-Swisher last year created the Pionger Paace Project

Listen, forget about test scores. You don't know what teachers are capable of until you've
seen this crew show you what they did when they brought their eighth grade students to
New Yark City along with the children’s author Todd Parr, and, equipped with 500
autographed copies of his book; Peace Bags donated by California Pizza Kitchen; and
buttons that say Imagine Peace in different languages donated by Yoko Ono (!11); they
had the kids interview New Yorkers on the streets, read them Parr's book, give them the
Peace Bags and buttens, and then come back to Plymouth and create a spectacular
museum-quality display of photographs, poems and essays detailing their experiences in
the city and their reflections on the concept of peace.

You don’'t know what teaching is until you hear the story about how some of these kids
met a solider on the Staten island Ferry who'd just returned from a tour in irag and was
preparing for ancther in Afghanistan. When the students expiained their project te him, he
asked them where they were headed after they got off the ferry. When they told him
Ground Zero, he said he'd been there when the terrorist attacks happened and asked if
he could accompany them to the site and show them what he saw. The photograph one
of the students took of this soldier standing in the rain, students huddled around him, as
he points upward - presumably to where the Twin Towers used io be - his face an archive
of emotion, is a picture of ihe very best teaching there is, the kind of teaching that's

unforgettable.

So props to Michigan teachers. Mad props. Our state’'s economy ainv't pretty right now. No
doubt. But these teachers, man, they're miracles. They work hard There's hope.

** NOTE ** Speaking of miracles and hope ... our biggest Poetry event of the year is
coming up - Poetry Night in Ann Arbor - on Friday night, Dec. 11 @ Rackham Auditorium.
This year's show (our 10th annual) wiil feature the return of some of Ann Arbor's favorite
performance poets: Roger Bonair-Agard from New York, Kevin Coval from Chicago and

Iols VL2 987 AN



Permit me w prabse sumie esehens whondeserve i AneAboreem i

Lauren Whitehesad, & U-M alum curiently residing in San Francisce. Joining these
mic-rockers on stage will be terrific high school poets from the nationally scciaimed
VGLUME Youth Peetry Project and the spectacular collegiate szoken word troupe Ann
Arbor Wordworks. The show starts @ 7om. Doors open @ 8:30. Advarce lickets are $5
for students and $10 for general public and $7 and $12 respectively at the door. For more
info or to reserve tickets at the advanced price, contact me @ 734-223-7443 or via email

@ evelev2i@aol.com.

Joff Kass teaches Croative Writing at Pioneer High School in Ann Arbor and af Eastern
Michigan University in Ypsilanti, and directs the Literary Arts Programs at the Neutral
Zone, including the VOLUME Youth Poetry Project, which meets every Thursday night ai
7pm. He will post new blog entries cvery Tucsday and Thursday moming throughout the
school year, but he won't write onc on Thanksgiving. Sce you next Tuesday. Give thanks.
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