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;l) Establish state-level research collaborative 

f! Develop interim benchmark assessments 

., Explore development of online interim 
assessments to assure quick turnaround 

.. Build the technical and human capacity to use 
data effectivE~ly 
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'" 3-tier teacher certification/licensure system 

'" Mandatory administrator certification 

@ Alternative routes for teacher and leader 
certification 

<l All prep programs 

@ Include induction/mentoring component 

'" Get feedback on performance of graduates 
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" Develop annual evaluation system for determining 
teacher and leader effectiveness 

" Student growth a significant factor in evaluation 

~ Student growth model and categories of effectiveness 
established at state level 

® Other factors and implementation of system developed 
at local level 

@ Will take 2 - 3 years to establish system 
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'" Aligned with evaluation system: 

@ Prep program requirements 

@ Mentoring and induction 

~ Individual PD plans 

@ PD resources 

® Career ladder opportunities 

~ Differentiated compensation 
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" Increase quality charter school options 
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@ Mechanism for determining bottom 5% of 
schools 

<> Diagnostic improvement planning process 

@ District selects turnaround support partner from 
state list 

.. Title I SIG == up to $500k per school per year 
,. Includes low-performing non-Title I secondary 

schools 

.. Incentives for effective teachers and I 
_ ~~ __ W OM 

J LEARNING POINT 
.',r£J; AS$oo;;iat-as'; , ;2l ~

~~'C' 

MICHIGAN' ""j 

EdiiCii:ion' 



Q!l State intervention in low-performing 
districts 

@ Acadel11ic and financial scan 

@ Consent decree or Emergency District 
Manager 
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L Great Teachers and Leaders: 138 points 
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7, Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics: 15 pOints 
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Mernorandum of Understand"lng f''"('IF,"' ",~,,'h I r::,Ci ~ '\-.# ~ E j \:':! f:<~ 'l. .• i i L i~~,r \, 

.. Superintendent 
~ Board President 
@ Teachers' Union Leadership 

ce to til,tO:: Top funding only to participating LEAs 
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~A~N~N~A~R~B~O~R~P~U~B~LI~C~S~C~H~O~O~L~S~~~~~~~~~~_______ .~ 
BOARD OF EDUCATION Regular Meeting of December 16, 2009 ~ 
DISTRICT LIBRARY 

CALL TO ORDER 
7:00 PM 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
Vice President Patalan 

ROLL CALL 

DRAFT 
MINUTES 

Present: Trustees Baskett, Friedman (Treasurer), Hollier, Mexicotte (President), Nelson, 
Patalan (Vice President) 
Present from Administration: Margolis, Allen, Osinski (Recorder) 

INTRODUCTION OF NON-VOTING MEMBER AT THE TABLE 
President Mexicotte introduced Dr. Todd Roberts, Superintendent of Schools 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Revised agenda approved as presented. 

PUBLIC COMMENTARY 
• Kathy Griswold - Spoke about Coalition for Responsible Schools for all Students. 

www.a2crss.org. Suggested the Board contact Robert Bob (Detroit Public Schools' 
CFO) for ideas. 

• Dr. Beverly Geitner - spoke on behalf of Ted Annis who has requested employee and 
financial information. 

BOARD CANDIDATE PRESENTATIONS 
Noted the amazing slate of candidates. Encouraged those who are not selected to consider 
running for the open board seats. 

Each of the 7 candidates made 5 minute presentations in the following order: 

1. Simone Lightfoot 
2. Jack Pan itch 
3. Kim Callahan Lijana 
4. Christine Stead 
5 Elizabeth Nelson 
6. Margy Long 
7. Andy Thomas 

BRIEF RECESS 
President Mexicotle recess the meeting at 7:57 pm and resumed at 8:17 pm. 

BOARD CANDIDATE SELECTION 
President Mexicotte explained the voting procedures, and opened nominations. 
Trustee Hollier nominated Simone Lightfoot; Vice President Patalan nominated Margy Long; 
Trustee Friedman nominated Christine Stead; President Mexicotte nominated Andy Thomas. 

Trustees reflected positively on all candidates and noted their difficulty in choosing among them. 

By paper ballot, trustees cast votes as follows: 
Simone Lightfoot: Trustees Baskett, Patalan, Nelson, Hollier 
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of December 16, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

Christine Stead: Trustee Friedman 
Margy Long: President Mexicotte 

By majority vote, Simone Lightfoot was appointed Trustee to the Board for the term expiring 
December 31, 2010. 

REPORTS 
Youth Senate - Forwarded a written report to the Board: school club attendance as been low. 
Senate is interested in increasing school participation among historically uninvolved groups and 
if participation is merely to complete for college admission. Lunchtime Action Meetings will 
continue biweekly to address such concerns as Counselor Accessibility, Recycling and Green 
Efforts, open dialogue forums with administration. 

Ann Arbor Parent Advisory Committee - expressed their appreciation for the efforts and 
sacrifices of the Superintendent and Cabinet, and commit their support to assist AAPS with 
innovative ideas to address the financial difficulties. Next meeting is Jan. 4, 7pm at Skyline. 

Ann Arbor Parent Teacher Council- will assist to generate parent involvement in the 
upcoming budget presentations. PTOC will send 3 parents to the School Funding Summit in 
LanSing. Offered congratulations to Trustee Lightfoot. 

Board Committee Reports ... 

Planning - Trustee Lightfoot was appointed to serve on this committee. Next meeting is Jan. 
12, 5pm at Skyline. 

Performance - Next meeting is Jan. 28, 6:00 pm at Balas 

INFORMATION 
Approved Minutes of the 11/18/09 Regular Meeting 

Addressing 2009-10 State Funding Reduction - Roberts 
• Dr. Roberts presented initial plans to address the state funding reductions for 2009/10 that 

are in the process of being presented to district staff. Community forums are scheduled 
January 7, 12, 14 and 19. 

• Memorandum of Understanding regarding state "Race to the Top" application Dr. Roberts 
Dr. Roberts discussed the Memorandum of Understanding to apply for Michigan Race to 
the Top grant funds. Much is still uncertain about the program criteria. Dr. Roberts is 
waiting until the details have been finalized from the state before recommending 
participation. Recommends bringing this item back to the Board January 6. 

SPECIAL BRIEFING 
Resolution to Change Election Date 
Trustee Mexicotte explained the proposed resolution to change the regular election date from 
annually in May to annually in November in order to save approximately $90,000 in election 
costs. 

PUBLIC HEARING ON CHANGING THE REGULAR ELECTION DATE - no public 
commentary was received. 

Trustee Hollier, supported by Vice President Patalan, moved the following resolution: 

All Ann Arbor PubU. School,' S'ud,nl> Win Gradua', Ready 
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BOARD OF EDUCATION Regular Meeting of December 16, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

Whereas, the Board of Education of the Ann Arbor Public Schools desires to change its 
regular election date for the office of school board member from an annual May election date to 
an annual November election date. 

Whereas, the Board of Education of the Ann Arbor Public Schools has held at least one 
public hearing, with proper legal notice, on the proposed resolution to reestablish its regular 
election date. 

Whereas, the Board of Education of the Ann Arbor Public Schools has closed its public 
hearing prior to adopting this resolution. 

Whereas, the Board of Education of the Ann Arbor Public Schools is authorized by Mel 
168.642 to adopt this resolution. 

Now. therefore. be it resolved as follows: 

1. The Board of Education of the Ann Arbor Public Schools desires to reestablish its regular 
election for the office of school board member on the November annual election date. 

2. The Board of Education of the Ann Arbor Public Schools authorizes and directs its 
secretary to file this resolution with the office of the Michigan Secretary of State. 

3. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of this 
resolution are hereby rescinded. 

On roll call vote, the motion carried 6-0, Trustee Friedman absent for vote. 

SECOND BRIEFING - scheduled for approval at this meeting 
• 1s1 Quarter Financial Report - no comment. 

ACTION - CONSENT AGENDA - scheduled for approval al this meeting 
Approve 1s/ Quarter Financial Report 
Trustee Nelson, supported by Vice President Patalan. moved to approved the Amendment to 
the General Appropriations Act - General Fund and the First Quarter Disbursements. On roll 
call vote, the motion carried 6-0, Trustee Friedman absent for vote. 

Memorandum of Understanding regarding state "Race to the Top" application. Removed until 
more information is available. 

Approve minutes of the 1212109, 1213109 and 1219109 meetings .. 
Trustee Nelson. supported by Vice President Patalan. moved to approve the minutes of the 
2/2/09 Regular Meeting. the 1213/09 and 12/9/09 Study Sessions. On roll call vote, the motion 
carried 6-0, Trustee Friedman absent for vote. 

Gift Offers 
Trustee Nelson, supported by Vice President Patalan, moved to accept the gift offers as 
presented. On roll call vote, the motion carried 6-0, Trustee Friedman absent for vote. 

ACTION - BOARD ITEMS 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 

Page 3 of 4 
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
BOARD OF EDUCATION Regular Meeting of December 16, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES 

ITEMS FOR AGENDA PLANNING 
Memorandum of Understand to apply for the Michigan Race to the Top funds will be added to 
the January 6 agenda. 

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD 
Nelson noted the University Record cooperative effort between UM and the AAPS through 
Healthy Schools. Went to poetry night sponsored by the Neutral Zone. 

Vice President Patalan welcomed the new Trustee and noted that she will be contacting her for 
orientation. 

ADJOURNMENT 
10:15pm 

AU Ann Arbor Pub". Sohool!' Sfud,nf, Will ~radu.f. Roady 
Page 4 of4 



3



~,~tI"if "1000 ,-" 5'_H\(lr~",,~ ~"" 

~J~"'J"J _N u 6i"I)~P!SU":) 

O,l°lfil1! 
s;eaa JoqJ\1 uu\!' 

11"V, ,'''"C .. 'J'l' J "4' m rev,"" I'U'C,"S 

SIlII'"l /5,"51\1 )<l~ 

k-'n~ """"d POl' """;""'"" "'in Jn~ ,0 ,,,,,,'""",,, ",,,,,,,,,,,,, "',' "(1) i" "O,w,o to, '" ,]I).),","'[>J ''',1'"" ,- '''n 
',,",'" %,6',,,~ ',o""~"",,, 1_"'" 'Jll "'"' "'U'W"~ ,"'"" " 

'C-<'J./, "1""1''f, J"""''-''"''8 _ ""'-'-'-"'N m,', ,,,:;,,,,,'. ' "'_',_.<"f" .,,",-, I ~; "d '-''''''<1 I ,~. ",,~ , <n n°,""~ I ,'r.," 

,-,lllle;"'!:;'-'1 Ue}G';fTi'" 
,iflpc,;,,! :),I!!,')I<1 UU!/d.,p ~':'Wf. (li!tG[~S%I,\; 1Y~ll ,J;lund 01111£1 -~ >r~, 

PO!.8"r,o"IP:';:1 11)<; sp;a·r;:,JSOI, iO fiS"~:J :l,I(;\ 

'>1()100j;)1 ~I;o,,\fil !OJ<J;S"IOlP (JC~) 'Hie:. 

,_p PU!O S'l"o:;, OIW8l,OS! <;1-1(;, .• al~!>·"1 p.,1l']~<l 

J"'I'-~"I"' i' , ',0;, ""f .","," C("_ ',"J ~ ,"',') """,,,0-%, 'UW ,IBL ,--" ""11" ''',~ 

woo Joq;ewl8@J8J.'eue!'JGLLY(;"[2:9-rU W pffir.We; fiq ueo 
"''-IS SB)wd uQlwdo pue s,sod BOiQ 'SGuo)S eUnl[)Gj SGl!Jfli pUll 'SU(llfQGf; U8PJe,J 1i' GWOIi 

pUG DWjUWrJd i3'1J s@eS/81l0GI./S w(J:)'./oql\fuuV JEI W/)@lAjfUrlWWO:) I!(fj UO [;1 )2/(3 !1Cr 

'1(10 IIY U8:) noll (J,)flll,:;d 'W!ILtt) 

IJ? s; 2Jaj 'M21i12J \lmpUodspul 841 8JOjBQ p2p2all S' lI()!18B 8\elpewlUl ;;lJOlli ~lJllll noll H 

,,-ScllllJtiOJd \I::>LII1'\ PU8jSP.j~E8J8 IGOlPS liluOlll3N 

alll jO iJl'1d SE' pePiilCJU SPOO))O ~H:)ieS <JlIj 2i1oJdw! J2llun) OJ "J.-I01l<J vosn liE' sjJoddns 

sIl2M]Jelj~" P'E'S IplJll!a r (lSI8)! JOp2JIO BLJll2~J8V'l :8l1011SN SI18N-lJI'iI1J 'jUeLL12j1OjS 8 UI 

SPllpmd esolll;o ~J<;lj"S ell) Wr1\>'\i2 0i VOS"11 2~llJO spued&p 
~lJ~dlUO:) eljl P!llS SII0~,\.eln)1O ~}Ur1WllIOQ pUB II'l!l!qSU!Sls-nS 'l)oql,qnN ,0 lUClplsaJd <JO!~ 

'lepl8S 816)811'J 'ifOsn e'-ft 1l5nDJlIl SIO()II:JS J{)qN ULJY )OJ wew U'E~ll() ',eop SiP",\jJEL!:) pU8 

'pulS!P 8lji JOj 80lAles POOj apliloJd OJ ,!pt~IJeq') LlllM Sp8JjUO:) sIOOlj'JS ~Inlld JoqJl;i Uo.l';l 

lfiaq 

pU10J(:; J(lj SlllBlLiBJlllbel 6uljSell0 ]['e/, !Yi-ll. 1"')!~8J ]Uopll8depu, lJ8 peslw~Jd S,,~ ~:!esl!1\ 

\.!JDJ. AJej2J:JaS aJllllmuBl;Ill1Q 'SIOOr.pS 0) pep!iloJd spllpDJd ell) pepua;ep vasn el.!l 

" A~p lIOIpr.pOJd !38Id~) B fiuUl1fl SIOQIl~S JOj 8P~W jee:) 

S\SOl vosn "'La 'JElll uel!0 <JJOW SeW!1 0) Ol eA~ ~nq ~0~1 j2eQ pLillolr, <Jljj1921 
Aa41 sue501l\Bd SIlo,86uep pUB '3IJ8Deq JO; 6ul~~&LlO tll snOJ05u 8JOW 18; 8JR 

'e~lIUISU! JOJ 'OOlSO:) pU8 6UI>i Je5J118 'S,PI81J00~Vt! <lSI'!:) "til S~BtAl? ),lIS! 18'11" 

, spllpOid ISP-,9wtUOJ LJI spmpulljs Sp"fi:lX8.10 s;eaw, tUBJOOJd liC!lIl1l 

p<JlPS 18UO:;BH el.[1 ,01 sfnq l' 1!?alll i31j1sAes aJIl11110pBIj 10 !U81.U:pedea s'n 2lj1" 
punOL u"'l"6nS0M< '\'VUOl \,sn ri ':)",>1 

9V ~~ns ;;UIP.y~ LJ&~~!\I~ 01 ~e~"ld JB6Jnq Ja'llG PVt' X{)ij ~ql ~I 'PP,f \h0lj sjUsmaj$Bl POOl 

-i'"J AU~'" ,0 '-'I'JepUE)S Aml~s JG Amenb aU) jeBW j,clrl''<I.''< W'll """"'f! pUP. ,ladq jG spjnod 
JO ~IJQ'WU, Ill!'" >'Gmp~ S,UQ!l~~ e~j pBpC'.rud seq ilJeWII'OM~ "'ll 'S1!?SA 'laJ411"sd ell; "!" 

SIOOU~S J!lqnc 
Ul S)uapnjS Ue!p9WI7 0) p9~JaS fi:."8(; )Balli alii ue1l1 J8112q .113) SeLUI)9lUDS S! 6U!)l JJ5mH 

pUC' :):::J>i 'S,PleuoOOI/IJ e~11 SlI!8LP POOPS!?j IC jE2LL jO All1cnb etn )Ell) s;J('ri:}J fepo.L \isn 

"'I "'<'_" 'lU9,",,,O:} 'J ,"" S,'O"'~, a """OJ_ 110"~," 

Si004:lS :l!lqnd u! pailJas 
S8Wn8WOS S.(]:l1N JO! Ijl3noua pooH lOU lllalill 

jl.j~ LliOO jO~'>/'l"'! ,.f3 ""'-' lid 

""'Cl08C1V NNV $ 



Washtenaw County school officials 
say state funding system for 
education is broken 
Posted: £.:05 a.m. Dl:icemooi' 13. 2009 

As Washtenaw County school dIstricts struggie to balanoe their budgets "' conslder!ng 
everylhing from layoffs to halting busing -lead.", say II highlights a larger problem: 

state funding. 

It's an issue that can quiclt1y Ii~e schon1 board members and district administrators. 

The problem, they say, is they have such little centro! ove, the funding stream and 
must prepare Iheir budgets not knowing how much to e,,!,ed from the state. 

Since 1994, school districts have seen more and mora ofthejr financial health taken 

out of thair hands and gill"" 10 tha state, 

The state leglslatur,e decides how much money to give- to d~trjds for their per~pupfl 
state aid, which is now their main revenue SOU-roB:. The state contro1s one of the­
biggest expenses for districts ~ retIrement costs. 

And as the schoo! yea, 
ml.""NeS along, the state 
often lakes money back, 
restores it and 1akes it 
back again as slate 
reVJil:OUif.lS ebb, ~nd flow, 

maklng managing budgets 
tough sleddinll, 

ThaI'S what happened this 
year. State budget cuts 
earlier this faU included t-.i 

$127 per-pupil cut. On 
Thursda~l, Gov. Jennlfer 
Granholm msdnde.d thai 

ooi, but school officials 



oolleve it will 0'9 
reinslated, perhaps as 

earty as January. 

That example is indic-ative of tIle broken funding system. officials say. 

But the fact that the system is broken shouldn't be 8 shack to anyone, said 'loin 
Wl>lldns, who as the stale s"perintendent of scIlools from 2001 tn 20~5 is.ued repolis 
and papers on lhe p,oblems Ihe slate """ facing to funa schools. 

"'[t's :deja w aU over ,again," he sald. "This should nat come as any surpris,13 to anyone, 
Th.e issuas bagan wBlI nebe now. Proposal A was pretty good until '1996 '" .0, It, like 
a 1004 car, "eedBd lUi1<H1P1l along the way. Now we see the wheels coming of I," 

State funding now 

Prior to Pmposaf A becoming law in 1994. schoof districts had Eli lot more control over 
the revenua side of their budgets, 

They could ask voters fOfoperating mfJIages when they needed more mODey. 

But as part of Proposal Ns overhaul oftnatax structure in Michigan, thai abllity was 

taken away_ Districts now can't ask for operating mttIages ~ although they can slm seek 

tax: Increases for capllal expendirures Hke facilities. 

After Proposal A, districts became almost completely reliant on the stale fer the- money 
they naed to run schools. BoIOl ... lo,,\, school districts were cesponsibla for 
approximately 68 parcent of school funding. The state- is now respons~bfe for prov[ding 
apprao<imaleiy 00 percent of school funding. 

Tha purpose of th"f1 proposal was to reduce property ta-:xes, 
.reduce me need for tocal mmages for education, 1I1":19.ase 
the state share of total r.9vemHl- for K-12 e:ducaUon, and 
provide: a guaranteed minimum per~pupil lev0j of rundlng·. 

""Proposal A, supported' by a thriving economy fn the 
1990s, pruv[doo a Band Aid that tempora6Jy stabilized 
SCf1001 funding,'" Watkins wrote in a 2004 i6?Ort to tne state 
school board. 'Three straight years (2002 through 2004) of 
flat funding levers have stressed schoo!:; financlally and 

I ~ 



That stress has continued. Ofstrlcts are now projecting a 
$400-plus per .rudenl cui for "exl year· on lap of 

wl1awver gets cut this yesr. As of Friday, that didn't include 

Iil. $127 per-pupil ""~ but did include other redu"""" •. 

Ann Arbor Superinl6l1dent.To<ld Roberts said he isn'; banking on gellingthe 
additional $127 per student announced by Granholm Thursday. 

"I.t's not garng to change what1Ne're- doing;~ he said, a11udlng t.o the $8 miilkm in; cuts 
the drstric.t Is looking to maY", this school year. "Unle .. Ihe slate nnds an additional 
revenue .ource for lhe. school aill fund. the,a's 51111 going 10 lJe a soorlfaU - ~ not Ihis 

year, then next." 

The cuts allen come in th" middl.e of the schoof budget 
year, maklng f~ndjng areas to reduce expenses more 
problematic. 

A school distrlcfs fls~al year starts in July, and it has to 
have a balanced budget snapled before then. The .Iats'. 
fiscal year s!llrts Oct. 1. 

~FrustraUon is probably a mild term," Roberts said. ~We're 

six. mon1ns into 0 ur fiscal year, and we stU! don't have a 

latai amount of money the state is glvlng us. It makes it 
really difficult to plan. Until Ihe stats addresses the 

structural issues, we're going to have difficult Urnes." 

Awarnfng 

As Watkins prepan;:):d hI's 200-4 t"€>port on selioo! funding, s:cnool distriCts saw a $·74 
per-pupil reduction. DIstricts administrators ware co,mpiainin-g about fa!ilng revenues, 
and school noards we're making tough ClJts. 

"'A holistic approach is needed 1hat recogniL~s the limitations. of Proposal A to fund 
schools appropriatefy during economic downturns," Watkins wrote. "Policy decisions- to 
fund schools on a per p:.Jplt basis IN'lB continue to have signlficant impact on urban: 
school districts, .. A new approach wit[ requfr.B everyone to 1st go of dee;p!y entrenched 
constraints and the· 'we've always dona It this: way' mentaluy. We are challenged to 
take a fresh look at how busIness is. conductsdi. Inability or unwillit"lgness to act fs 
detrimentai to Michigan, Rs communities,. famines and most imp.or1antly, its children. 



"Widely re'oognize:d Is the fact that an ov.erhaul of the school finance system is 
meaningless If it is not accompanferl by CDmpr-ehansiva efforts to improva efficiency, 
e!f&cli""ooss and eq"i!y: 

That report joined a chorus n,r oth-erVDtCeS thai winter, includ~ng the nonmpartisan 
Citizens ReseEf¢h Council, in polntlng out the problems with ths way me state funds 

schools. 

It folloVlo:'9d a 2002 report thalraised the same issues. 

A 1_ '" action 

Nothing has beon do"" to remedy t~e root problems at tho stat. leve!, 

"The .asy thing to do is to kick the provertJial can down the road," Watkins said. '(The 

governor and legislatu,e) balh keep lust trying to put another bucket under anoth., 
hole In Ih. ceiling." 

Potiiical wi'll to make -s,lgnlficant changes [[1 the way Michigan funds edu.:cation has 
been lacl<ing, said John Austin, vlea-president of Ihe state board of education and an 
Ann Arbor resident. 

Roberts. agrees. 

"Part a,f it is the paitls.2'H13hlp In Lansing," he said. "One 

sirle is saying we have to look for additional ii.mdin·g. One 
side is not wming to look, The bottom line is there's a 

serious revenue Issu. going on 'Nlih the school aid fund. 
There's no bipartisan wililnglle.ss to identify the necessary 

reVHnue sources. II's an unfortunate stalemate." 

Ann Arbor resident Eileen Weiser, ,a. former state sGnoni 
board member, said pofiiidans wemn't reafly pushed to 

make chang-e s. 

~They didn't have to~ ThU(0 was p!enty of mansy to stJ:st.a~fj 

what they we,e doing,' s~'" ""id. 

In that way, the currant financial ptoo!eITl3 may be good IT 1hey force the S!E!ID to takg 

action, W.rnser Mh:t 



Ovemaulneed-ad 

Almost everyone agmes change is needed In the- way Michlgan funds educatiun. 

"We am at a moment when we need to acc6\eraie tha restructurlnij of the school 

system;" AustIn said. "We haven't gotten lIary far yat 

"We rlon~ wanl to go back to the good otd bad days (al 

local dislrh:rts being .able to ask voters for large operation-al 
miliages). That just woold make tho lieh ric",",." 

One of the criticisms of the old funding method was [t 

creaLed high property taxes .and wlde gaps in p-er~student 
funOlng betwe-.en d1strictg, 

Austin said the state: and schoo! drs:trlcis need to 100 k at 
benefits and consolidating services - and perhaps Q'ien 

districts. 

Weiser ,end Austill both point to fnefficiencies in education 
across the state. 

Watkins agrees. 

"We need to ask ourselves why we have curriculum directors at every d~strid when 
curriculum is drivan largely now by the state," he sa'ld< 

He said the lnefficrencies courd hurt efforts to increase revenue through nigher taxes. 

III don't tE"1ink taxpayers are. ready - at th010cm level or a11he state level - to. tax 
themselv9s unless thera's more restructuring and r:efortYl," Watkins said. "'The Questlon­
that ri8eds to be a.sked is - ffyou d-i'soovered thIS piaoe, and have X number of student 
and X number of doUsrs, would you hav'e the system you h,8ve now? That's U".e type of 
revotutkln you need." 

Davia' Jesse CDVetS K~ 12 erf1iciiftion fer AnnArbocoom. Ha can 00' reached f3t 
dallidiesse@anno.rbar.com or at 734-623m 2-5-34< 



THIS WEEK IN LOCAL EDUCATION: Ann Arbor 
school board member to be picked 

/' 3 Comments. GDmrm}(ft Now 

I can't ten you which of the seven cancfdatas the P--.r1n Arbor scnaot board wi!! choose 

Wednesday night as the newest trust.". 

I could give you an educated guess, but Ine odds of me being ",rong am Ilfooobly 
higher than me being right 

What I """ tall yO" Is a bit about the kind of ""ndidale the boord Is I_lng for. 

The last candidate to be int.I'I;ewed by me board last weak was Andy Thorn ••. 

Roopcndlrtg to a question he asked, board members detailed their genera! thoughts 

about what made a sy"""ssful board member, and by e><tension, what theyre looking 

for In a person to join them at tho board tabl •. 

In shQrt, board members want someone whowUl fit With the boa,rd, someone who 

won't be "divisht0'" and someone who supports the current adm~nistratron. 

That shouid come as no surprfsa to those who havo bean watching iNs board for the 

fast saveral years. The bulk of the board ~ except for Irene Patalan and Adam Homer 
~ have been togsther for several yearn. 

And this board is definitely a r-eactoo to previDus boards ~ where chaos, controversy 

and argument ofta" ruled the day. 

Cum~ni bo.srd member'S h.ave spoKen, both pubJidy and privatety; about not wanting to 
be the type of board they say r-eacned its spgp,ternd h.eights dLlftng me term of Rossj 
RaymTayior's :superintendency. 

The board ,"vm decide betlJ!leen Simone lightfoci, Jaek Pan!~ch. Kim Calla:han 

Ulana, Christine' Stead, e.uzabeth N.el:son~ Margy Long and Thomas, as the~r llrst 
action duoing Wednesday night's meeling. II will 0.. hetd at 7 p.m. in Ihe dowtrilll'In Alln 

Arbor library. 



Also on the agenda for the evening is U'le changing of the Q~eciion data jor ilia schoo! 
board. Early indications are that a majo~ity of board members favor switching: to' an 
every November ejection, instead of the be·am's current May election. 

Other news 

I might souoo a bit like a broken record, bllt the other big news this week in education 
circles will once again be money_ 

Saline Superintendent Soot Graden will gather the rommu~ity tonight at 6:30 p.m. at 

Liberty School to dls"uss the district's budget and cms the district is conSidering to 

make up shortfalls. 

In Lincoln, the board will meet at 7 p.m. tonight al Srock Elementary. On me agenda Is 

Guts· to the dIstrict's tr:ansportatlon a.nd other budget reductions. 

'fpalanti will also meet tonlgl1t at 7 p.m. i. ~,e district's high school. On lb. agenda are 

staff layoffs and Ihe approval oi a d"flc~ efiminallon plan. 

AS always, IT th9JiS'S some1hJng r should be wr'iiJng about fee! free to calt me a1 

7:34-623-2534 or e-mail me at "avldJ'"""@annarbo"com, 

a Share mig post '" 
Tags: Uncom C%lr)sulid-atl}cr School-s. Saj(r-~ :s~hocl rl:$trlcl, Ypsilanti Pubt!c S(:..haDi:"i 



Ann Arbor school board chooses 
Simone lightfoot as newest member 

o Comm€J1t CiJrmnent i'JQ"'.1 

the Ann Arbor schaal b:oam has chosen Simone Lightfoot to jOlfl the board. 

Ughtfoot garnered fOUfvotes, a majority, ,n the first round of baliotll1.g at Wednesday 
night's board meeting, 

"I'm oVlllWhelmed," she "aid. "; "",I'y do have an allegiance to tha dist,ict. I had 
worked on the millaga and when it fatled, I' knew we had a: storm in front of us, I knew 

my experience, as well as my willingness to se ..... ". could "ell' the board in ihis ~me:' 

She was sworn in right after the vote and participated in the rest of the meetIng. 
Ughtfoot graduated from Huron and has daughters tn the district. 

She replaces Helen Gates~Bryant, who tasigned last month. She will sarve unti~ next 

November, when the seat will be up fa, election. 

The seven candlda!es were Jack Penileh" Lightfoot, Andy Thomas, Margy Long, 
Christine Stead, Elizaheth Nelson and Klm Callahan Lijal1a. 

Ail but LijanB have chttdre:n in the dismct None had any prevIous board .experience. 

The board nominated four finalists m Thomas 1 Lightfoot, Long and Stead. 

CUlTI'3nt board members Susan Baskett, Irena Patala:n~ erenrt Nels.on and Adam 
HofUer voted for Lightfoot. Trustee R.a.ndy Frledman voted for Stead. Board President 
Deb Me~!"otl<! voted for long. 

Sefore the vote, board members heard five-minute presentatlons from each d€tnlifl1g 

key jssues facing the district The candidates a!so went through :Eli !onger ,ntBl"vlGw Witll 
1M board ... ! wee •. 

Current board members encouraged the those 'who weren't selected to stay invohflThG 
in the schoo! system. 

DF1vid Je'8Se covers K-12 sdu-catinn for AnnArbar.cnm. He can be ffH1CnfJd at 
, . ,. '"?'C" -rHO "eft • 



Ann Arbor school board changes 
board election date to November 

;G 0 Comm€-;11, Comment Now 

VOlens won't elect an Ann Arbor selloal board membar agafn uniH November 20 '1 D 
instead of May fo!lowlng a vote tonight to change th-e school ,district's election cycle. 

The move will save the dtstrict mare than $150,000 eVBry two years, a fact noted by 

board Trustee Adam Homer. He said th,e move aligns nJcely'With tho. board's desfre to 

make budg-e,t cuts as far from the classroom as possible. 

"You couldn'! argue thaI there was a cut tnat com •• furth.er (from the classroom)," he 

said. 

The board had also considered gDingto ilYe!), even November Of every odd 
t~ovember. 

But board members op1sd for annual November elsctions, say!ng tf)e commumty is 

used to voting each year on at least some school board candrdates. 

Trus1ee Glenn Nelson said the move wlfl aOO help the board w[th another goal -
tmprovtng communrcatton with distrjct constituents. 

lil think this it's consistent WITh L~. theme we've lalked about on the board ." that we 
need to work on eommuntcation with the largercommunlty, and the Novembe-r 
election, with a much larger tumout than the. May 'e~ectfon, V!.111 provide us an 
opportunity to do toat," "e said. 

In {he- November 2010 e-I,ec~on, seats curmntly held by Simons Ughtfoot, S:us~n 

Baaket!: and Oeb Mexico-tie wm be up for efectioo. 

The deadlfne for flUng fur a board seat will be Aug. 10. 

Sellera! other are,a djstric!s are considering the same move, 

David Jesse (,'overs K~12 education lor AnnArbor:corn. He can be- reactJgd at 

davfrijesse@@nnartJor:com or at 734-623-2534. 
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(HS grad Ulaby visits 
Community 
High School 
graduate Neda 
Ulaby, now an 
arts and culture 
reporter for 
National Public: 

News, features, profiles and activities in The Ann Arbor Public Schools Radio, visited 
her (11m" mater NPR photo 
this month, 

Allen Creek project helps 
stormwater, improves 
Pioneer school grounds 

Featured story 
By Casey H~ns 
AAPSNews Service 

A stonnwater improvement pruj~ct on 
the northeast comer uf the Pioneer High 
School propClty ~hould help all~viate 
floodmg in theAllen Creek Water..hcd and 
improve water discharged into the Huron 
Ril'er. 

through fedem1 stimulus fund~ and state 
monies as well as a loan to be paid back 
through thc city orAnn Arbor', water and 
sewer fund. The pruject is on Anll Arbor 
Public Schools lal1d, butthedishiclis pay­
ing no part of the constmction, cfficial~ 
said. 

spe(lking to English and jour­
n(llism students. See Page 2 
inside and visit 
the·communicdator.org for 
student coverage oftheevent. 

Issue No.4, December 14, ~OO~ 

It also will spruce up the school ground!:, 
level the land to create a tillable recreation 
Mea and add about 130 new trees and a 
decorative plaza as weIl as interpretive 
~igl1S explaining Allcn Creek, which now 
lUllS as an undergrounuUrain at the site. 

Th.e $3.1 million project will he paid for 

TIlC project at the ccmer ofMCI.in Strect 
and Stadium BOlllevard encompasses just 
undcr five acres. Two large detention tanks 
wjJI be placed 25 feet tmderground to hold 
and slowly discharge water inte A!1en 
Crcek, keeping excess phosphoTI1s from 
the river, 

&e l'iol1ew pr'if~c'r,pCJg(' 4 

A chain link fence protects the multiple-acre work ,ite at Pioneer High 
School, where WQ,htenawCoullty is coordmQIJfJY a project to help 
flooding in tlpe Alien Creek Water.;hed. Twoundergroundtank, orebe­
ing in5talled to filter and control stDrm worer. Although The Ann Arbor 
Public School, I, 0 project partner, ol/owing the work on its properly, no 
school mOlleyi, being ,penton it. 

/I (ommunity budget meetings are scheduled around the district in January 
Ann Arbor school ollicials lire ho~ting public 

infonnation sessions inJallulII)' where discussion and 

budget cut suggestions will be encouraged. 
The forums v.~ll pmcnt cun-ent budget information 

:md options for addressing the dislnct's budget dcficit. 
Participants will be llliked to work in small grOliP" to 
as~ess the options and to offer their thoughts and other 
possibl~ ideas and suggeslioll5. Tho district is exunml' 

ing the cun\lnt ~chool year budget and th(l20J O-J I 

budget for needed reductions and any revenue options. 

It is anticipated that $20 million in rednctions "'ill need 
to be made for the 201(J..ll school year. 

Budget infonnrrtion ",ill be posted on The Ann 
Arbor Public Schools V,teb page (hUp:/laZschools.org) 
the week o[Dec. l4l15 \vcll as an online oppoliunity to 
contribute idea:; and srggestions related to tlte AAPS 
budget. Look lor Ihe dstrict budgct hox on the right 
side ofthe site, 

More s~ories and tnformation Gan be founcl online at news,a2schools.org 



A2ties group 
welcomes 
exchange 
students 
BJ CarElla Dunn 
AAl'SN~ws Service 

With approximatoly 60 
foreign exchill1ge students 
U(.,TUSS the district this year, 
Ann Arbor's high schooh are 
pack",d with a variety of exotic 
culture and language, 

Yet, uniting lheAmerican 
teen li.Jestyle with the overseas 
hClitage has proven, in the 
past, to be difficulL 

Dris year, there is a solution: 
A2tics-- Ann Arbor Together 
for International Exchange 
Student,-a ,hldent-founded 
group th~t reaches olll to 
fordgn exchElllgc students with 
brunches at Pioneer, Huron, 
Community and Skyline high 
schools. 

Ithas helped exchilllge 
sttldents adjust toAmcIlc3n 
society throughout the schoo! 
y=. 

'The exchange student com­
lllWlity i~ very segregated, and 
it's ~egregaled belweenAmeJi­
CiUl students Hnd exchango 
studmts," ~;aid Pioneer junior 
Amelia Brinkerhoff, one oflhe 
!,'Iuup" founders. 

·'The. (exchange sludenfs) 
goal is to com", to America and 
learn our cultme, and if the 
German kids sit with the Ger­
man kids, they're not leaming 
lhat cuiture. 

"Our goal is to have these 
students meet now people, 10 
welcome these inlemalional 
citizens into om school. and to 
llTIprovc tho qurtlity ofthe rela­
tionship between the Ameri­
can studcnts and exchange 
students." 

Weekly and mmlthly evcnts 
me b~ing planned by tile 
group, which launched the pro­
gram with fUI exchange stndent 
welcume party in thc full. 

"We're going to have 
weekly Ultimate Frisbee 
games, sQCcel' games, a tie-
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olye party, and aZingemmn's 
hmch, so we can experience 
nom' things together, have fun, 
and just meet olher people," 
~aidBri:nkerhoIT. The group 
also is planning a camping trip 
for later in the school year, as 
well as several movie outing.~ 
and other sporting events. 

On Oct. 31 , the group hosted 
a Halloween pJrly for stuocnm 
from around the district. On 
Nov. 29, they visited the Uni­
versity of Michigan Museum 
ofAlt to view exhibits and 
gain "an enjoyable end to 
Thanksgiving break, as well 
as one that does not involve 
food!" Brinkerhoff said. 
D<lvid Torres, another grou.p 
founder, has pumned a Christ­
mas Cookie Party on Dec. 21 
from 4-7 p.m. (for 10C<ltion and 
information, e·muil a2lies@ 
gmail.eom.) 

"We want these exchange 
stooenl.5 to have connoeliollS 
all ovor the place in Ann Arbor. 
ONe w:mt) forthem to go Olll 
with their host family and see 
people that they know; because 
when you have that mnch 
pre;sure and responsibility on 
you, the liUle&t things a smile, 
a wave- can make a huge di1~ 
ferenee," Brinkerhoff added. 

The group's founders consist 
of AnhAlbm ~tuucnis who 

A~ memoers of Alties, a student­
fO(1nded group in the Ann Arbor 
high >ehoofs,celebrate Halloween in 
costume. At left, juniors enjoyrhem· 
selve; at an srudent welcome party 
eQr/ierthi5 fQH, Allies 15 designed IV 

helpexchQn~e st(1dents acdimateto 
their time vi5/fjng In the United State,. 

Above; Photo by David Torres 
Left; Photo 0, Arne/ill Brinkerhoff 

have returr,ed from one-year 
exchange student programs. 

Pounder Mi~haela Carmein, 
COllUllli/lity High School 
jlmior, s~id those who have 
!my"kll know what is needed 
"'Wl1en [alloflL~l went abroaol, 
we ",'ished we could've had 
some sort of resource like 
this," :;he said. 

"When I got to Argentina 
last year for my year abroad, I 
was totally 10sL I didn't know 
anybody for the flfSt month. 
Instead of exchange students 
hanging out by themselves, 
they shook hang out with liS. 

That way, they'll be integmted 
with our society amI culture." 

Organizer, hope to promote 
awareness ofsu~h challenges 
exchange s:udents face during 
their months Hway from home, 
and heip create connections by 
spreading tllcir message to Ihe 
American stndents 

'~111e problem with usAmer­
iean studcn:s i~ that we gd 
caught up '>'!ith the high sehooi 
experience, We don't think 
thing~ like, 'Who is that giri in 
the comer?' Bul we need to," 
added Brinkerhoff. 

Carlina DUiln is tV"",V!; Editor 
,!(T1re Optimist, rhe student 
newspaper ,,( Pioneer High 
Schoo!. 

FOTstudent 
journalists' 

coverage ojNcda 
()/"byhisil to 

Community High 
School, visillhe­

commlmicalor:org 
online muJ click on 

schooll'lnt's. 

NPR reporter speaks 
at Community High 
Graduate Neda Ulaby says 
school shaped vision, career 
From AAPSNcws Scnicc 

Neda Ulaby's memori(!s ofComlllunity High 
School involve mornings al the schoollibnuy 
reading tho; 0;ew York Timcs before class. Time 
~pent with the arts section helped mold hor inter­
est in the liltS. 

She ~Y~ntllally was led her to a reporting 
career at National Public Radio in Washington, 
D.C., whcre the 191:19 CHS graduate now works, 
covering th~ uris and culture beat where she 
profiles authors, mu~icians and repOlts on news 
abolllarK 

Sh~ n;!lU 0<:(1 l(l h"" ,dnm mater earlier this 
month, ~peaki:ng to groups of English and 
joumali~m classes. "It was in that library- -now 
the gym," ,he told the ~tudents. ''that r began to 
have a sense of what ruts journalism wa" what it 
cOlildbe." 

While working on a doctorate in English 
<.lIming to be a university profe8~or, sh~ had to 
move to Topeka, 10msas to care for an i!I relative. 
\Vh.ile there, ~he freelanced tor a local ncw-spapcr 
and becam~ "addicted to tbe instanl gratification 
of writing a story and getting itpublishcd:' Rhe 
IDld students. Uluby found her way to NPR in 
2000, eventually landing a lull-time job covering 
the arts beal. 

L'laby told students lhut sometinlCs people are 
led in un~xpected directions, which is not neees, 
snrily bad, and tlmt she IS happy to have found 
her way to Jlllblie radio. 'There are advantages 
fur not bemg thc first out (lfthe gate," she said. 
"Jfyo~1 lreat it as a:n adventure you'l! he OK 
You'll have a good time." 

Sile told s\ucknts to embrace their time learn· 
ing, notjlmt inside of cla~s, but outside of tile 
school \valls. She also recommended tllal stu· 
dent.~ spend lillie Ueveluping relationships with 
menton; who can help them discover what they 
,vant to do with their lives. 

Ulaby was bom in Jordan and grew up in lhe 
Midwest, coming to Conununity High School 
as a sophomore and graduating in I n9. She at­
tended and gradt)ated Jrom Bryn Ma'''T College 
Sh~ cllln:nlly lives in Wa<;hington, D.C. 

More stories and :nfcrmction carl be found online at news.a2scr.oo!s.org 



Bagels & Bottles for Kids 

Program raises money for books 
Visit Carpenter on Friday mornings for a bit of community breakfast 
By Casey Hans 
AAPS.:"ilcws Scrvke 

nlcre are lessons in math, 
eustorner ,ervice and good 
eating at CaJ}1cnIDl' Elementary 
e<\ch Fridaymoming. 

TIle Ann rubor school's 
cafeteria is filII of~tudents and 
f.unilies for the weekly Bagels 
& Bottles for Kids, a program 
run by third- and fuurLh-gmders 
that i~ still going strong in its 
101h year. Bagels are olTered tor 
Sl each, with proceeds going to 
;.chaol programs. 

Coordinated by teal:hers 
Mmilyn Freeman and Sandra 
Lucc, the program shows 
students how to man~ge moncy, 
deal with the publIc and run a 
,mall bu~jness. Thinl-graders 
work an yem- (u earn the right 
to be "cashiers" and handle 
money when they enter the 
fourt)! grade, the leacher, said. 
Aillhird- and fourth-graders 
get a chance to work dIning the 
school year. And, the students 
vote on how the mOTley raised 
will be spenL 

"We staJted it initially 
because times were tough," ~aid 
freeman "We teU field trips 
gave students a different kind 
ofleaming experience Hnd, be­
cause some kids couldn'l affortl 
to go, teachers werc spending 
$20 to $50 Oll! oftheh-pocket." 

Luee said it's a weekly 
event thllt students, parents and 
kachen, look torward to. "[t 
becomes Ihis whole conununity 
thing," she said, adding that 
students also !cam. ". lbey leam 
about supply and deJ.lliUld and 
how we shlluld chnngc our 
order for next week." 

13agcls & BoWes helps 
I',;th field trip coSis und buys 
bookS. Students Hlso consider 
requests from teach~ for other 
programs. It mJS"" some $3,000 
eHch year, of which S I ,000 goes 
to Ihe Reading is Fundamental 
program, which is now funded 
\\1!h plivute donHtions after 
federal ull1ding stopped afew 

years ago. 
PTO Vice President and RIF 

coordinator Pmn Powell said 
the program i~ the only way the 
school has kept RIF alive, giv" 
ing at lea~t three books to every 
studeni and donating other 
books to the schoollibrmy. 

Over the years, Bagels & 
Bot1les for Kia; has expmtdcd 
to indnde a table for filTh, 
graders who sell juice to raise 
money for their field trips, and 
a PTO table that sells school 

Students enjoy 
and ,erve bagel, 
every Friday at 
CQTpenter 
Elementmy 
School. On rhll 
FrldoJ> it was 0150 
CmzyHalrDayat 
theKhoot 

spirit wear and scrip cards to 
benefit the school. 

Although stndents now just 
sell bagels (theyu5ed to eoUce! 
rctumable bottles lou), il has 
maintained its pOpll!rrrity anct: 
often parents arrive In have 
breakfastwith thsir kids before 
heading fur work. 

P81'CntJeffylcar~ was at 
s~hool on ar~~~nt Friday with 
son Aaron, who was working 
behind tll:' bagel table, and 
daughter Abby with whom he 
-W35 sharing a bagsl. "I 
great secil1.g tlle families inter· 
acling,"he said, adding that ths 
stndents !esm a IOioflife and 
business ilills. "Everyone who 
docs well (in life) learns to do 
good cll~lomer sClviee." 

Cmey Hens edits Ihis newslet­
ter far lki- Ann Arbor Public 
Schools. Reach her al hanst:@ 
aap~.k12.'1Ii.us or al 734-994-
2090 ext 5j228 

[\.~ore storias and imoll1latlo!l call be found online ru news.a2scnools.org 

Adult Ed, ESL serve many 
around Ann Arbor district 

• A more detailed version of/his :;Imy ron befOlmd 
onlme at nel\~~. a28chool~.org 

F!'om AAPSNews Service 

AHllOUgh much ofa public school system's focu~ 
is on traditional ~ludent> in grades K·12, manyoth· 
ers are getting schooling in the Ann Arbor district 

TIle district olTm Engli>h a:; a Second LrnJ!,'llage 
and, l"orthose who never finishcd high ~chooj, there 
are Adult Education GED c!ru;,es. 

Din:ctorofAdultEdueation Shannan Spieser 
said her non-traditional programs ollen lie ill 
becau~e parents uf K-12 pupils sometimes become 
students themsdvc8 -, whether learning the English 
language or getting aGED cerLmcate 

One ul"!hose smdents is Quinn McGllinncs~ who 
il, on a fast track to fini~h his GEl) tests (his monlh 
so that he can enroll at Washtenaw Community 
College in January. He attends a GED Prep class 
at the Mallett's L'r~k branch ufThe AlmArbor 
Public LIbrary during the week. 

"I think a lot of the (JED iR looking into the qU~5" 
tions and fmdull': a lo£!ical way to answer them," he 
said. McGuilllle~s, who previou~ly atlended Washt­
enaw Technical Middle College, :;aid he wanted to 
finish high school and study music prodnction. 

The progr81n requires '(Ud~llH. 10 work through 
an ROO-page book and become proficient in reading, 
vmtmg, science, social RtIldies and mathematics in 
order to pass the GED test 

Creative lhmkmg and grant money have helpoo 
SpieRer continue to keep progr41IlS viabie and 
cKfJ'iIld theirreach. 

The dIstrict, of Ann Arbor, Milan, Chelsea aml 
Willow Run have eollabumLed with Wushtenaw 
COlllillllllity College to increase ae~g to adult 
leaming in the COUllty wilh a l"ederal Nu Worker 
Left Behind grant. Am] Arborutfcrcd ESLalld 
GED cl=es last SlUmncr and partnered with 
WaRhtonaw Literacy to provide sllliIll group tutor­
ing. The N'YVLB abo flillds the pilot "Bridges to 
SlICCesS" whieh helps Adult Ed stlldents create 
rC511me~, explore careerpussibllities, set goals and 
uso technology 10 apply onlme tDrjob~, college 
mhnission and financial aid. 

Other grants amI contrJ.Cts provide support for 
programs at lhe University of Miehigun Hospital 
and till; Waslitcnaw l\"lrtty Jail. 
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Forsythe team places 2nd in 
Knowledge Master Open 

A team oD5 Forsythe Middle 
Schoo! sixth-, seventh-, ami cighth­
graders pla~'ed second out of I 0 teams 
in !vhchigan in the Knowledge M~ster 
Opell on Dec. 2. On the national level, 
Forsythe scored in the top 5 percent 
of all teams, ranking Zgtll out of577 
middle school teams nationwide, 

Forsythe sL"Ored 1,461 out of a 
perreet2,OOO points, above the average 
Michigan score of 1,292 and the na­
tional average of 1,138, A to:-&II from 
Tappan Middle School also competed 
Dec. 2, placing third in Michigan and 
45th in the nation, with a score of 
1,410, 

The K.lI,10 is a nationwide knowl­
edge contest that tests students' ability 
to anSwer questIOns in all the subjrxt 
areas, quickly and a=ualely. Students 
compete in the KMO without leaving 
their Dvm schools; te8IllS receive 
cunkulum-bascd contest que~tions on 
a CD"ROM and ~ompete llsing II com­
puter at theiroWll schools. The Kl\10 

Pioneer project, ITomp'g" 

School Bells , 

began in 1983 with 72 schools; it now 
annually attracts over 3,000 schools 
and45,OOO prJrticipant<; from the U.S 
and several foreign countries. 

Members ofthe Forsythe tcanl 
included; sixth-graders Elmne 
Chamberlain, Tara Dorie, Joshua 
Nacht and MtlUl"its Sicr; seyenth· 
graders Andrew Ames, Veronika 
Bgler, Morgan Bmjigin-Wallg, Sophia 
Camp, Nathan Cwly, Mariarme Cow­
herd, Jason Dean, Mattht:w Epperson, 
Betty Hu, Den~k McIntyre, David 
Morrow, Lawrence Mullen, KlIvin 
Pawiltnmon, Stephen Nurushev, Sor­
bie Ri~hner, Schej Sawimey, Daniel 
Tarascv, Noah Thornton and Kevin 
Zhang; andcighth-graders Dylan 
Aiken., Noah Chen, C1trlli Chou, S"lll 
Ellison, Jolm Houghton, Julia Kerst, 
Mohan Kothari, Chris Nicholson, 
Prashant PuttagUnla, Lillie SchnC1'cr, 
Tim Wolre and Michael ZlJang. 

TIle KMO is a Forsythe :'"ludent 
club coached by teacher Dan Ezekiel. 
There are three mm"C KMO competi­
tion dates in 2010. Details: www. 
greatauk.com. 

Bach music teacher 
travels in China 

Kristi Bi<;}Jop, a n1.1lsic Leacher 
at Bach Elementary, i~ traveling 
Ihis month ''lith tile organiza­
tion People to People as a mu~ic 
education delegate aIld Citizen 
Amha~SBJor. to mainland China. 
Her hip rum from Dec. 11-21, 
whieh she wil! spend with 50 
other musk educatoro from 
amlllld the United St.'l1es. 

During her trip, she will be 
pmt of round-table discussions, 
paIlels, seminars and site visits 
allowing her to gain an in-depth 
understanding ufthe cmmnon in­
terests and challengo~ ~he shares 
v,~th those oveWe<JS. She also will 
have a chance to cxperience the 
culture and history of China. 

Authors visit, share 
with Clague students 
Clague Middle S~huul had 
exciting w~ek of author visits 
Nov. 18-20, accmding to media 
speciali~l Michelle Rodriguez: 

• On Nov. 18, author 
James Daslmer 
treated students to ,m 
imaginative visual 
presentation abont 
writing thaL kept us 
laughmg. HIS latest 

book, ''The Maze lhmner," wa~ 
named ono of the be;,l yOlUlg 
adult books of2009 by Kirkus 
Reviews. 
• On Thursday, intematlornl New 
York Tim,:,s bestselling author 

Ann Arbor 
5Cooolnurse 
l.aurelle 
Brennanis 
featumdon 
theCDverof 
tllilmontlls' 
MEAVolc" 
magazine. 

Anthony Horowitz 
entel1ained with a 
h1larious monologue. 
His books include tile 
popular Alex. fuder ,c-
ric~ and the Diamond 

Brothers boob. 
• On Friday, local University of 

Michigim libmri~n 
mId comic writer Jim 
Ottaviani m~pired the 
Clltire eighth-grade 
v,ith hi> presentation 
on scientific graphic 

novels and comics. His books 
include "DignifYing SCIence" and 
'two-Fisted Science." Students 
researched 8cienlists and arc 
incorporating that into a graphic 
novel of !heir own. 

Clague students receives 
!Social studies a·ward 
Clague Middle School eighth­
grader LeOn Pcscador received 
the Midd)e School Student ofthe 
Venr Award limn the ~1iehigan 
Council forthe Social Studies. He 
received hi~ award Nov. 2 at the 
Council's annual stato conference 
on Nov. 2. His school will receive 
3250 fro111 MEEMIC Insurancc. 

Coll3tmction should be completed in the spring 
of 2()1 0, with seeding and hydmting of the sHe 
starting next SlllTuncr in time to park cars this til!! 
lor U-M footbal! gm11es, which is a money-maker 
forthe di,!riet 

sioner ami city of Ann Ar\xJr have collaborated on 
the ","Cst side project, saId Harry Sheehan, environ­
mental manager for 1I1e Wa~hte1\aw County Wator 
Resources Commissioner',; oflke. 

The state's DeparLment of Environmental Qual­
ity and the federal EPA alw have had a hand in it, 
due to federal regulations that require agencies to 
roduco phosphol1ls levels in the river. 

Tr.mSp0l1ation (4 percent) ami a loan for the drain­
age district (56 perccnt) that wi II be paid back lrom 
lhe city of Ann Arbor's Willer and sewer fund oyer 
20 years, Sheehan said. 

Trent said Pioneel· High SdlOOI science kacher 
Ronald Robinson has been consulting with county 
officials about usmg the site for stndent imtrllc­
tion 

AOne-HCl"C portion of the site, where the lankJl m·e 
ill.~talled, ,~i1l be covered with stone for one year 
to ailow the site to settle. It should not affect Joot­
ball parking and will eventually be seeded once the 
ground has settled, officials sait!o 

"There ,,,,ere three goVeTIllllent agencies working 
togother to make it bettcr for the Cltizens," notes 
Randy Trent, executivc director of phy~ical pruo­
CIties for 'flm Anll Arbor Public Schools. 'Teople 
worlie<.1 really quickly and really well together. 
This IS, by far, the biggest projoxt we've dOlle (to­
gether.)" 

·I1lCAnIlArbor Public Schools, the Office of the 
Washlenaw COilllty \Vater Rewu:rcCR Comrnis-

4 

The Pioneer &itG will lunule water filtcring for 
about 300 acres of pmpclty npstream and 'make 
a big diilerence in water quality dowlIStream and 
into downtown," said Sheehan. 

He said that the Pionce! ,itc was a good onc for 
the projecl because two stonn sewers come together 
at thHt point. Upstream, there will he filters to catch 
any solid materials before they reach DIe tanks and 
those iiltelb will be eleane.:! uut reh>ularly. 

flmding is broken duwn into federal ~ti1llulus 

money (40 percent), the Michigan Depmtmcnt of 

IIe added thaI the nearby sport~ field will be 
"ntillimally impacted" by th~ project and that the 
new level area crealed m !he graded area of lile 
tank 8ites will likely be u<;ed as a small field for 
the dls1.ricl'~Rec & Ed Department to use with the 
community. 

Al<;o, the enlire sidewalk along Main Sh·eet <lnd 
Stru:Jium Boulevard will be repaired as part ofth(: 
project. And, additionalln:es ~re plru.med alaog lhe 
Pioneer fence line ",·hen nlllnicipal roadwuy work 
isdonein2013. 

More stories ami information can be found .:milne at rews.a2achools.org 
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School board interviews candidates for vacant seat 

Thursday, December 17, 2009 

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Joumal 

Editors Note: See updated story at http://~'oII:_~e.r..i~!J:~~:~?n:/arti(;~~s/2009!12117/ann_arbor...JoumaJ 
Inewsldoc4b2a3ab156d00931365473.txt 

Seven candidates applied for the open seat on the Ann Arbor Board of Education to succeed Helen Gates Bryant. who 

left the board and moved out of state. 

On Dec. 8, they each spent about a half hour answering a series of eight questions posed by the Ann Arbor Board of 

Education at a work session. 

The seat was expected to be filled by a vote of the board Wednesday, after the newspaper's deadline. 

One of the first decisions the new board member may have to make is whether to change the board's election date from 

May to November. 

Should the change take place, which would save the district more than $100,000, the new board member would serve 

through Dec. 31, 2010. 

Jack Panitch, Elizabeth Nelson, Andrew Thomas, Christine Stead, Margy Long, Kim Callahan Lijana and Simone 

Lightfoot applied for the vacant post. 

Here's a glimpse of what the candidates said. 

Lightfoot said she was raised in Ann Arbor before joining the U.S. Air Force i1"1 1990. She has been a business owner 

and was the state director of the NAACP. 

Approached to rur. for office, she says she is ''weil aware of the public poiicy process." 

With two daughters in the public schoois, Lightfoot says she possesses "the background, experience and has a vested 

interest" in the school system. 

She said the district's greatest asset is its reputation and aiumni. 

Lightfoot stressed !hat the board needs to reach out to its graduates and to ot?lers, and be cheerleaders for the district. 

12/17/09 il:14AM 
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She also said the board needs "to model certain behaviors for the community." 

Panitch has two boys who attend Angel! Elementary School and he is currently a stay-aI-home dad. Previously, he was 

a practicing attorney in Philadelphia. 

Pani\ch is currently the vice president of the Angell Elementary School Parent-Teacher Organization. He says it's 

important to hold meetings to get input from 1he community a.)out the budget process. 

He also says the board must have an open mind when listening to what people have to say. 

The district's greatest asset is its teachers, he said. 

Callahan Lijana is a career educator who is pursing a doctorate in higher education at the University of Michigan 

''I'm passionate about public education," she says, adding she was considering running for the board before a position 

opened. 

She says the district's greatest asset is the community itself, as well as jts leaders. 

She suggested opening teacher contracts as part oithe budget reduction equation, and said the district must go to the 

state and push legislators for funding reforms. 

"Ann Arbor is one of the few districts that can be a leader," she says. 

C<lIlClj<l1l Lijana has a master's degree in teaching from John Hopkins University and has taught I::nglish and served as a 

college counselor, She is currently working as a researcher studying exemplary high schools across the country. 

Stead, a management consultant, recently served on the steering committee for the Ann Arbor Citizens Millage 

Committee. 

She has been involved in health reform planning. 

With two children a1 Wines Elementary School, Stead says one of the district's best assets is its teachers. 

She also says the board needs to look at both the revenue and expense sides of the equation when it comes to its 

budget deficit. 

Nelson has a son at Eberwhile Elementary School and volunieers at the schooL 

Trained as an attorney, she is not empioyed outside of her home. 

She says that perhaps there is a way to charge a fee for programs, with community groups providing scholarships. 

Neison is involved with the Americar; Association of University Women and is the leader of a monthly support group for 

adult children of hoarders, 

Leng has been active in the schools since 1997. She was a volunteer in the facilities miUage campaign for Skyline High 

School, as well as the recent millage campaign. 

20f3 12/i.7/0911:14AM 
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"We need to take some time to look at the most important things that we want the district to be," long said. 

She has volunteered at Slauson Middle School and Pioneer High School, and served as the president of the Eberwhite 

PTO. 

Long has a master's degree in social work, and has spent the last 28 years as a nonprofit professional. 

Thomas has a child attending Tappan Elementary School and recently retired after serving as the interim chief 

administrative officer for the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology University Physician Group in Detroit. 

He says he wants to be part of the solution to the budget crisis. 

He noted that he instituted a memorial fund in his wife's name to encourage reading at the elementary school leveL 

Thomas has been involved in fund raising at Bums Park Elementary, 

To cut the funding deficit, he suggests taking a look at administration expenses, support services, transportation, 

janitorial and maintenance expenses. 

Thomas suggested a review of all programs, as well as a look at the possible consolidation of high schools. 

He also offered a participation fee for extracurricular activities from the arts to athletics, "but make sure that no student is 

denied the opportunity to participate," Thomas said. 

Thomas also sakI cullllJt:lf]sation and benefits for all employees should be closely scrutinized. 

Usa Allmendinger can be reached at 1~77-995·NEWS (6397) or at l,aJlmendinger.@~eEit.~ge.com. 

U RL: http://www.heritage.com/artlcles/200S/12/17/arm_arbor.journaiinews/doc4b26d0195736a476537642 .prt 

12/~7i091l:14AM 
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Ann Arbor Joumal > News 

Lightfoot appointed to Ann Arbor Board of Education 

Thursday, December 17, 2009 

By lisa Allmendinger, A2 Journal 

Simone lightfoot was chosen as the new Ann Arbor Board of Education member to succeed Helen Gates-Bryant at 

Wednesday night's board meeting. 

Gates-Bryant resigned last month. 

lightfoot received the four votes necessary to be selected from a group of seven candidates who had applied for the 

open seat. 

"It's still not real," she said moments after the vote. 

Lightfoot was immediately sworn-in and voted with the rest of the board to change the date of the next Board of 

Education election from May to November. 

She said the move will save the district about $100,000. 

"I'm not conflicted about the vote," she said, which will extend her appointment through Dec. 31,2010, and save the 

district about $90.000. 

For the full story see the Oec. 24 print edition of A2 Journal. 

URL: http://www.heritage.com/artic les/2009112/17/ann_arbor.journa!!news/doc4b2a3abi 56d00931365473.pJi 

12i17J0912:09AM 



Holiday music rings clear at a.rea 
schools 

(J Corr:ment (;();runenl Now 

A. a s!"den! gr<rwlng up In Ann Arbor In lI1e 1950. and '60s Kennelh Weste,man 
remembers when schorn music programs focused on ThanksgMng., Christmas, and 
even Easter, "Bom and rnlood in A.'1n Arbor, I'm very familiar wtth 'ihe changes in our 
music programs over the last 50 years.~ sald Westerman, the dlrectof of choral 
adivmes at Pions§" High SchooL "By the time I graduated from Ann Arbor High in the 

'60s, we were mOne) awam, though s-tllf predominantiy Christian at c:ommencement" 
"Coming back to Arm Arbor from Yale, ! appreciated the efforts of many to 
~kn()\ljlledge the separation of church and state in our publ.lC schools." 

Stm, with musIc such a prominent part of the Christmas ooeoratioo, WesterrneH 
admits ,to a little amblvalence. 



"As a Christian, I sometimes wish I taught at a private Christian school (because) there 

are many piaces I would enjoy sharing Vl.-ith my students." 

Ann Arbor PebHc Schools follow the Rali!;lOn in Public Schools .ad",,,1 Guideline •• a 
set 01 principles created ny people of different faiths, according 10 Robin Bailey, the 
dfstricfs Ffne.Arts coordinator. While SChools may not promote or [nhibit any re'l~g[on, 
studems can be educated on various relIgions so long 8S the means lS s.ecu!a:r. 

"We always Include an educational element it'l our muslc pelionnances,'" Salley said. 
'When t taught, i dtd a 'Music from Around the World' conoort with my second-graders. 
In that, we'd have a script and would teli, ~n two or throe semences, about -each 
holiday an~ why we were singing about it. [In today'. programsj we might talk about 
Kwanzaa, Los Posadas in Mexico, or Ctlristmas in Prance and Germany." 

Sin". some instructors and directors al Ann Arbor Public Schools feel it would just be 
too difficul! to mark each .",Iigion'. holiila)", at lhe appropriate limes, some place. of 
education - inc!udrng Ptoneer - choose to celebrate none of them. Extracurricu!ar 
ensembles at Pioneer provide the onty exception to the school's music program 
pnnc1pl ••• 

"'We want to be fndu:stve~ [but] we certainly want instructors to do what they fee! 
comfortable with, and 11001 "tuoenls and p"t>lnlB can opt oul of anything IIwy don'! fee! 
comrortable with," Salley said. "If they a,e,'! comfortable, ttlOy don'! have to do it." 

When holiday musIc is. related to mat~rlal tsugtrt at the tove! af secondary educatlon, 
IOn the other hand, some -direct religious corr€"1a.tions can't be avolded, SaBey sald. 
Secondary schools may allow their choirs to Sing sacred songs, ,as long' as they ara In 
balance, she said. 

"Ofte!1, throughout the y'ear - because of the historical o::Jntext of music at that lever ~ 
seoondary schooB wm teacn about these types of songs becaus.e many of tfl.e famous 
composers actuatly wrote for the; church," said" Baii-ey. "'That's how the- OCImpooers 
made a living. so to prohibit the sacte·d song.s would be a~most fmpossibisY 

The be,tram Una? Chrt.stmas is a maior Flollcay in too Chrlstfan ret).gloo, and students 
a-ros educated on thfs fact: - as well hew Vam Krppur and Rosl1 Hashanah are lmport.ant 
to the Je\mh religion, Ramadan and Efd aj~Fftf are centra! '~O the:l-siamic mng~on, and 

that Kwanzaa IS i3 siPeciaf observance for many African Americans. While not all of 
these holfd.a.ys and ooservances fan in Decemher, students are educated un tflem 



At the college level, things can get me,"" complicated. 

The Washtenaw Commurlity College Jazz Orchestra:, for example, was asked this year 
by the administration to ren'a1n from performing any songs that contained tile: word 
··C h ".trollS." 

'We were Isft wiih about two songs to play," said Joe Kastely, al,m9time member 0·1 

100 Washlenaw CommunIty College Jazz Orchestra ""''' plays !he trumpet. "AHhough 
in the and, we p(ay,ed some- Christmas songs, anyway. fI 

The Thomas Mom Law Centef, an Arm Arbor-based nonprofit jaw firm that promotes 

America's· Christran herltage, mads headlines rooentty when it c.~allenged in federal 
court on the Maple-South Orange schoo! district's ban on ,all religious Christmas 
music. The, law firm daimed that the schoo! district's ban conveyed a govemment­

sponsors,d message of disapproval toward religion, in vroJstion of the EstabHshment 
Clauss. 

'Christmas is a national holiday that celebrate. the birth of jesus Chri"~ nottl1o birth 

of Frosty ihe Snowman or RUdolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer," said Rlci1ard 
Thomp'SOfl. president and chief counsel of the Law Center. 

ContJibutor SII'lpmmie Fenlon rolfers fanh rw AnnArbor. oom. 

a Sffil ffi !i1ls post "" 
"Tnys: Ar--.n Mar- PUbJieSclJODt-s, Ch:istmiis, music, P-c-r£er Higil EclIDO-i, \'\'amtenaw:- COffi1JlJ.WJ:y -C'.oHe.ge 


