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- 3-tier teacher certification/licensure system
inistrator certification

- Alternative routes for teacher and leader

= Include induction/mentoring component
« Get feedback on performance of graduates
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Student growth a significant factor in evaluation
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Student growth model and categories of effectiveness
established at state level |
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« Prep program requirements
+ Mentoring and induction

+ Individual PD plans

» PD resources

- Career ladder opportunities

- Differentiated compensation
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Discuss MOU with District Leadershi . Team,
Board of Education, Teachers’ Union reps

- Consider need for special meetings to meet

° C@Hna‘?@e submission of MOU with ISD
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 3

BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of December 16, 2009 i § DRAFT

DISTRICT LIBRARY MINUTES

CALL TO ORDER

7:00 PM

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Vice President Patalan

ROLL CALL

Present: Trustees Baskett, Friedman (Treasurer), Hollier, Mexicotte {President), Nelson,
Patalan (Vice President)

Present from Administration: Margolis, Allen, Osinski (Recorder)

INTRODUCTION OF NON-VOTING MEMBER AT THE TABLE
President Mexicotte introduced Dr. Todd Roberts, Superintendent of Scheols

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
Revised agenda approved as presented.

PUBLIC COMMENTARY
« Kathy Griswold — Spoke about Coalition for Responsible Schools for ali Students,
www.a2crss.org. Suggested the Board contact Robert Bob (Detroit Public Schools’
CFO) for ideas,
» Dr. Beverly Geltner — spoke on behalf of Ted Annis who has requested empioyee and
financial information.

BOARD CANDIDATE PRESENTATIONS
Noted the amazing slate of candidates. Encouraged those who are not selected to consider
running for the open board seats.

Each of the 7 candidates made 5 minute presentations in the following order:

Simone Lightfoot
Jack Panitch

Kim Caliahan Lijana
Christine Stead
Elizabeth Nelson
Margy Long

Andy Thomas

N AWM~

BRIEF RECESS
President Mexicotte recess the meeting at 7:57 pm and resumed at 8:17 pm.

BOARD CANDIDATE SELECTION

President Mexicotte explained the voting procedures, and opened nominations.

Trustee Hollier nominated Simone Lightfoot; Vice President Patalan nominated Margy Long;
Trustee Friedman nominated Christine Stead; President Mexicotte nominated Andy Thomas.

Trustees reflected positively on all candidates and noted their difficulty in choosing among them.

By paper ballot, trustees cast votes as follows:
Simone Lightfoot: Trustees Baskett, Patalan, Nelson, Hollier

_Page 10f4
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of December 16, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES

Christine Stead: Trustee Friedman
Margy Long: President Mexicotte

By maiority vote, Simone Lightfoot was appeinted Trustee to the Board for the term expiring
December 31, 2010.

REPORTS

Youth Senate - Forwarded a written report to the Board: school club attendance as been low.
Senate is interested in increasing school participation among historically uninvolved groups and
if participation is merely to complete for college admission. Lunchtime Action Meetings will
continue biweekly to address such concerns as Counselor Accessibility, Recycling and Green
Efforts, open dialogue forums with administration.

Ann Arbor Parent Advisory Committee — expressed their appreciation for the efforts and
sacrifices of the Superintendent and Cabinet, and commit their support to assist AAPS with
innovative ideas to address the financial difficulties. Next meeting is Jan. 4, 7pm at Skyline.

Ann Arbor Parent Teacher Council - will assist to generate parent involvement in the
upcoming budget presentations. PTOC will send 3 parents to the School Funding Summit in
Lansing. Offered congratulations to Trustee Lightfoot.

Board Committee Reports...

Planning - Trustee Lightfoot was appointed to serve on this committee. Next meeting is Jan.
12, 5pm at Skyline.

Performance — Next meeting is Jan. 28, 6:00 pm at Balas

INFORMATION
Approved Minutes of the 11/18/09 Regular Meeting

Addressmg 2009-10 State Funding Reduction - Roberts
Dr. Roberts presented initial plans to address the state funding reductions for 2009/10 that
are in the process of being presented to district staff. Community forums are scheduled
January 7, 12, 14 and 19.

*  Memorandum of Understanding regarding state “Race to the Top” application Dr. Roberts
Dr. Roberts discussed the Memorandum of Understanding to apply for Michigan Race to
the Top grant funds. Much is still uncertain about the program criteria. Dr. Roberts is
waiting until the details have been finalized from the state before recommending
participation. Recommends bringing this item back to the Board January 6.

SPECIAL BRIEFING

Resolution to Change Election Date

Trustee Mexicotte explained the proposed resolution to change the regular election date from
annually in May to annually in November in order to save approximately $90,000 in election
costs.

PUBLIC HEARING ON CHANGING THE REGULAR ELECTION DATE - no public
commentary was received.

Trustee Hollier, supported by Vice President Patalan, moved the following resolution:

Page 20f4
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of December 18, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES

Whereas, the Board of Education of the Ann Arbor Public Schools desires to change its
regular election date for the office of school board member from an annual May election date to
an annual November election date.

Whereas, the Board of Education of the Ann Arbor Public Schools has held at least one
public hearing, with proper legal netice, on the proposed resolution to reestablish its reqular
electicn date.

Whereas, the Board of Education of the Ann Arbor Public Schools has closed its public
hearing prior to adopting this resolution.

Whereas, the Board of Education of the Ann Arbor Public Scheols is authorized by MCL
168.642 to adopt this resolution.

Now, therefere, be it reselved as follows:

1. The Board of Education of the Ann Arber Public Schools desires to reestablish its reqgular
election for the office of school board member on the November annual election date.

2. The Board of Education of the Ann Arbor Public Schools authorizes and directs its
secretary to file this resolution with_the office of the Michigan Secretary of State.

3. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they conflict with the provisions of this
resolution are hereby rescinded.

On roll call vote, the motion carried 8-0, Trustee Friedman absent for vote.

SECOND BRIEFING — scheduled for approval at this meeting
» 15" Quarter Financial Report — no comment.

ACTION — CONSENT AGENDA - scheduled for approval at this meeting

Approve 1* Quarter Financial Report

Trustee Nelson, supported by Vice President Patalan, moved 1o approved the Amendment to
the General Appropriations Act — General Fund and the First Quarter Disbursements. On roll
call vote, the motion carried 8-0, Trustee Friedman absent for vote.

Memorandum of Understanding reqarding state “Race to the Top” application. Removed until
more information is available.

Approve minutes of the 12/2/09, 12/3/09 and 12/9/08 meetings..

Trustee Nelson, supported by Vice President Patalan, moved to approve the minutes of the
2/2/09 Reqular Meeting, the 12/3/09 and 12/9/09 Study Sessions. On roll call vote, the motion
carried 6-0, Trustee Friedman absent for vote.

Gift Offers
Trustee Nelson, supported by Vice President Patalan, moved to accept the gift offers as
presented. On roll call vote, the motion carried 6-Q, Trustee Friedman absent for vote.

ACTION - BOARD ITEMS

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT

Page Jofd
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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOQLS
BOARD OF EDUCATION - Regular Meeting of December 16, 2009 DRAFT MINUTES

ITEMS FOR AGENDA PLANNING
Memorandum of Understand to apply for the Michigan Race to the Top funds will be added to
the January 6 agenda.

ITEMS FROM THE BOARD
Nelson noted the University Record cooperative effort between UM and the AAPS through
Healthy Schools. Went to poetry night sponsored by the Neutral Zone,

Vice President Patalan welcomed the new Trustee and noted that she will be contacting her for
orientation.

ADJOURNMENT
10:15 pm
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Washtenaw County school oificials
say state funding system for
education is broken

Pasted: £:05 a.ny. Decgmber 13, 2004

Tt 82 Cummenis, Command Mo

As Washtenaw County school districts struggie to balance their budgets - considering
everything from layoifs to haiting busing - leaders say It highiights a larger problem:
stata funding.

it's an issue that can quickly rile schoo! board members and district administraters.

- The problem, they say, is they have such lithe conirol over the funding stream and
must prepare their budgets not knowing how much to expect from the siats.

Since 1884, schoof dizfricts have seen more and more of thelr financial heafth aken
oul of thelr hands and given o the stals.

The slate legslature decides how muth money o give o districts for their per-pusil
state aid, which is now their main revenus sourcs. The state controls ons of the
biggest expensas for districts - reliremant costs.

And as the schoo! vear
moves along, the state
often takes money bask,
restores it and $akes it
back again 85 stals
revenuss sbb z2nd fow,
making managing budgels
tough sledding.

That's what happened this
yeer, State budget cuts
garkier this fall included a
2127 pe~pupil cut. On
Thursday, Gov. Jennifer
Granholr rescinded that
cul, but school officials




o
D,

baliave i wilt be
reinsizted, perhaps as
aarty as January.

That example is indicalive of the broken funding sysiam, oficials say.

Bt the fact thatl the aystent is broken shouldn't be & shock fo anyons, said Tom
Weiking, who as the siate superintendent of schools from 2061 1z 2005 issued reporis
and papers on e problems the stale was Tesing to fund schoals.

"H's déja vu all over again,” ha said, “This shouid not cotne 85 any surpriza (o anyoie,
The isguss bagan well pefors now. Proposal A was pretly good urnlil 1988 or sa. 11, |ike
a 1804 car, needed wne-ups along the way. Now we ses the whesls coming off.”

State funding now

Prior to Proposal A becoring lBw in 12994, schoot districts had g iof more control over
tha revante side of thair budgsts.

They could ask votars for aperating millages whan ihey reeded more monay.

But as pant of Proposat A's overiau] of the tax structure in Michigar, that abiflty was
laken away. Districts now can’t ask for aperating millages - although they can slil sask
tax Increases for capitsl expendifures ke fecilities.

After Proposal A, districts became almaost complelely reliant on tha state for the monay
they naed 10 rut schools. Before that, schoo! districls were responsibie for
approdmately 68 psrcent of schedl funding. The slateis now cesponsible for providing
approximately 80 perecent of schwol funding.

Thig purposs of e roposal was 10 mouce proparty E1es,
raduce the nesd for local millages for education, Indrease
tha siate zhare of total revenue for K-12 education, anc
provide & guaranteed minimum per-pupil level of funding.

“Proposal A, supported by & thriving economy in the
185053, provided a Band Ald that femporarily stabilized
scheot funding,” Watking wrote in & 2004 repart 1o the stals
schoot board, “Three straight years (2002 theough 2004) of
izt funding tevels have stressed schiools fimancially and

ararlanndngliy °
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That stregs has continusg. Districts are row projecting &
3400-plus per student cut for next year - on top of
whatever gets cut this yvesr. As of Friday, that did't include
e $927 per-pupd cut, but did include other reductions.

Ann Asbor Superintendent Towd Robarts said hae isn't banking on getting the
additiona! $127 per student announced by Granholm Thursday.

"I{'s not geing 1o chango what we're doing,” he sald, alluding to the $8 miifian in cuts
the digtrict s looking to make this school year. “Uriess the siate finds an additional
revenus Sourcs for the school ald fund, there's still going to be 2 shortfall - # not this
year, theft next.” -

The cuts ofien cons in the middle of the school budgst
year, making finding areas fo reduce expenses mors
problgmatic.

A school dislrict's fisea) year staris in July, and if has to
have a balanted budget 2donted before then. The stats’s
fiscal year starts Oct. 1.

“Frustration ig probably a rald tems,” Roberts said. "We're
six months into our fiscal year, and we sill dont heve a
total amount of manay the siate is giving us. It makes it
reaffy difficult to plan. Until the stats addresses the
shuciursl issuss, we're going 1o have difficult times.”

Awarring

Az Walldns prepared bis 2004 report an schoot funding, school districts sew a 574
par-pupit reducion. Districts administrators were complaining sbout faliing revenues,
and scheo! boards were making tough outs.

"A holigtic approach s needed thst recogrizes the limitations of Proposal A to fund
sthools appropriately during economic downturns,” Watkins wrate, “Polisy decisions fo
fund schools en a per pupil basis wit confinue fo have sigolficant Impact on urban
schoct disticts... A new approach Wil raquire evarvona to Ist go of dasply entrenched
consinaints and the 'we've siways dong it this way' menizlity. Ve are chaliengsd o
take a fresh ook 2t how business is conducted. inabiiy or umwillingness to actis
detrimental io Michigan, its communities, families and most importantly, itz children.




"Widely recognized is the fact that an overhaul of the schoo! finance sysiem is
mesningless if it i not accompanied by eomprehensive efforis o imarove efficiancy,
gifectiveness and eguity.”

Thai report joined a chorus of other voices thal winter, including the non-pariisan
Chzens Research Coundil, in pointing cut the probleme with the way the state funds
schools,

it folfowed g 2002 repor nal mlSag’ the same SSURS.
A leck of action
Nothing has been dong b remedy the root problems at the s1ats o,

“The pasy thing te de Is to kick the proverbial can down the road,” Watking sald. *{The
govemor ard legislature) both keep just tnving to pul ancther buckat under another
hote i 1he caitimg.”

Political wili to make significant changes in the way Michigan funds education has
been lacking, said John Austin, vice-president of the state board of sducation and an
Ann Arbor resident.

Robers agrees.

"Part of it Is the partisanship in Lansing,” ha said. “One
side is saving we have to ook for sdditional funding. Gne
sids is not wiling to ook, The baticm ling is there's a
serous revenus issue going on with the school aid fund.,
Thare's no bipariisan witingnass 1o identify the necessary
revinis sotrces. |i's an unforfunate stalemate ®

At Arbor rasident Ellesn Waiser, 5 former state school
board member, said pofitivians weren't reafly pushed to
meke changes.

“They didni have (0. Thers was plenty of monsy lo sustain
what thay ware doing,” she said,

In that way, the currsnt financial problems may ba good if they force the state (o taks
action, Wesiser said.
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Overhaul nesdad
_ himst everyone agrees change is needed i the way ndichigan funds education.

“We are at 2 moment when we need o aceelorals tha restuciuring of the seboot
systam,” Austin said. “We haven't gotten very far yal

“Wie don't want to go back 4o the gond old bad days (of
locat disiricts being eble to ask volsts for large cperational
miflages). That just would maks the Heh richer”

One of the criiclsms of the old funding method was it
created high property taxes and wide gaps in per-student
furding between districts,

Austin said the sizle and schoot distticts need 16 lock at |
bensfits and conzolidating services - and perhaps oven
districts.

YWeizer and Auslin both point to inefficiencias in stucation
across the state.

WWatking agrees.

"We need to ask ourselvas why we have curmiculum diteciors &t svery distrizt when
curriceium is driven largsly now by the state.” he said.

He said the nefickencies could hurt efforts {o Incresss revenus Hrouagh higher laxes.

“I don't think taxpayers are ready - at the ocal level or al the atsie Jevel - o tax
temsalves urdess there's more restructying snd reforo,” Watkins said, “The guasuon
that neads io be asked is - § vou discovered this place, and have X nember of student

and X number of doflare, would you have the systsm vou have nowT That's the Typa of
ravoiution you nsed.”

Davi Jesse covers K-12 education for Arndrbor.com. He can 5o rasched st
davidjssse@annsrbor.com or 8t 734-623-2534.

D& Shurra this post - Tags: ano amorsehnal dstrict, Todd Roherts



THIS WEEK IN LOCAL EnucaTioN: Ann Arbor
school board member to be picked

FPosted: 10:54 a.m. Decernbar 14, 2008 _ 70 3 Commeing. Comrnen] Mo

| carr't fell you which of the seven candidaias the Ann Arbor echind! board will chooss
Wadnesday night as the newest trusiee.

{ could give vou an sducated gusss, byl the adds of me baeing wiong ars probably
higher than me being right.

Wyhat t can tell you 18 a bit about the king of candidate the board is laoking for.

The [ast candidats to be interviewed by te board lzst week was Andy Thomas.
Responding to a question he asked, board mambers detailed their genaral thoughts
about what made 5 sucesssful board membar, and by extenaion, what they'rs looking
for irr 8 persan 1o join tham at the bosrd tabie.

In shott, board members want someone who will fif with the board, somsone wha
wort be "divigive” and someans who supports the curfent administration.

- That should come as no surprise to those who have been watching this board for the
last several years. The bulk of the board - except for rene Patalan a0d Adam Holller
- have: been together for seversl years,

And this board is definliely a reaction o previous boards - whaere chaos, controvergy
and argument offan ruled the day.

Current boand members havs spoken, both publicty and privately, sbout noz wanting to
be ihe type of board they say reached its spinlorsd heights during e ferm of Ross]
Ray-Tayior's superintendency.

The board will decide batween Eimane Ligh#foot, Jack Paniich, Kim Callahan
Lijana, Shristine Stead, Eflzabsth Nelson, Margy Lonrg and Thomas, as thelr firat
gotion guring Waednesday 5ighi's mesting. i will bg held 51 7 p.an. In the downiown Ak
Arbor Horary, :



Also on the agsnda for the svening is the changing of the sreciion Sade for the schoo!
board. Early indications are that a majoyity of boarg members fevor switching to an
svery November etection, instead of the board's cument May elaction.

Othor news

| right sound a bit flke a broken record, bul the oiher blg news 1his week in education
circles will onoe again be money.

Saline Suparintendant Scot Graden wilt gather the community tonight at §:30 p.m. at
Liberty Schoot 1o discuss the district's budget and cuts the district is considering 1o
rake up shorifalis,

In Lincoln, the board will mset at 7 p.m. tonight at Brock Blementary. On the agenda s
cuts 1o tne district’s transporation and oher budget reductions.

CYpsfant will also mest tonight at ¥ p.m. inthe district's high school, On the agenda are
staff layoffs and the approval of a deficlt eliminatficn plas.

A5 glvways, H thare's something | shouwld be wiiting sbout, feel free 1 sl me st
T34-823-2534 or e-mail me al davidjesse@annarbor.co.

2% Bhome this post =
Tage: Lincoln Consciidated Schoots, Saline schoof delrict, Yestlantl Publc Zohoaois



Ann Arbor school board chooses
Simone Lightfoot as newest member

4 - e FEA CEEI R e
Prsted: 9:27 pm Slerember 18, 7008 v O Comment. Gommed. Mo

The Arin Arbor sehool hosnd has chosan Simone Lightfoot 0 join the board.

Lightfoot gamered four votes, a majority, n the first rouns of belloting at Waednesday
nighl's board mesting.

‘T overwheimed, " she sald, " reslly do have an sfieglance to the disirict. | had
worked on the millage and when it failed, | knew we had 3 slorm in frant of us, [ knew
my experience, as well as my willngness to servs, could help the board in this fime.”

She was swarn in right affer the vote and participated in the rest of the mesting.
Lightfoot graduated from Huran and has daughters in the districl.

She replaces Healen Gates-Bryant, who egigned last monih. She will serve unti nasdt
November, wiven the ssat will be up for slesction.

The seven canidates wers Jack Panitch, Lightfoot, Andy Thomas, Margy Long,
Christineg Sigad, Efizabeth MNelson and iKim Callahan Lijana.

All but Lijana have chitdren in the district. None had any previous board sxperience,
The board nominaied four finaligts - Thomas, Lightoot, Long and Stead.

Cument boand mambers Susan Seskett, kens Patslan, Glenn Nelson and Adam
Holller voted for Lightton, Trustee Randy Friedman voied for Stead. Boarg President
Dab Mericoite votad for Long.

Before the vole, board mamters heard five-minuie preseniations from each dataillng
kexy isauss facing the districh, Thee candidates alsp werd through a longer intaiview with

the board last wesk.

Currant board members 2300agsd the thoss who warsni asleciad to stay invoived
in the schogt gystam,

David Jesse covers K-12 sducation for AnnArbor.com. He can be reached of

] — Fil Y- 3] L N Y




Ann Arber schooi board changes
board election date to Nav&mh&r

Postor &9 pom. ugcﬁn ey 48, BO0E Wi O Conwnent. Corament Mow

Yoters won't stect &n Ann Arbor school board member again et November 2010
instead of May foilowing a vote tonight ke change the school districl's stestion cycle.

Tre move will save the district mara than $150,000 every iwo yaars, a faci notad by
board Trustes Adam Helller. He said the move aligns nicaly with the board's desire fo
make budgat culs as far from the classroom 2s possibla.

“Yau couldn’t argue that there was a cut thiat comes further {from the classioom),” he
gaid.

The board had also considered going 1o every even November or every cdd
Movember. |

But beard members opted for annual November elections, saying the cormimunty is
used fo voting sach year ob &t least soms schepl board candidates.

Trugies Glann Nelssn sald the move will gigo help the board with another goal -
improving communication with disfrict constifuents,

“t think this it's consistent with the theme we've iaiked about on the board ... that we
need to wark on comrnunicstion with the ierger community, and the November
eiection, with & mach larger lumout than the May eleclion, will provide us an

opporilnity 1o do that” he said.

wr ihs Navember 2010 elocton, seats Currenily held by Stimone Lightfool, Susan
Bazkett 2nd Deb Mexicobie will ba up for slection.

The deadling for Titag for a bosrd seat will be Aug. 10,
Zeveral other grea districts are consldering the same move,

David Jesse covers K-12 educalian for AnnArbornom. He can be reached at
davidie see@ennariosn com or af 734-823-2534.




Ry Cascy Hans
AAPSNews Service
A stonnwater iIMprovement project o

the nartheast comer of the Pioncer High
Schonl property should help alleviate
flooding i the Allen Creek Watershed and
unpimye water Jischurged into the Huren
River

Tt also will spruce up the school grounds,
level the Land to create a usable recreaticn
area and add abowt [30 uew trees and a
decorative plaza as well as interpretive
signs explaining Allen Creek, witich now
nums as an underground drain at the site.

The $3. 1 million project will be paid tor

Allen Creek prject helps
stormwater, Improves
Pioneer school grounds

through federul stimulus funds ard state

monies us well as 2 loan to be paid back
through the city of Ann Afbor’s weter and
sewer [und. The project is on Anc Arbor
Public Schools iand, but the districtis piy-
ing no parl of the constuction, cfficials
said.

The project at the cemer of kam Sircet
and Stadivm Boulevird ercompasscs just
under five acres. Two lutge detention tanks
will be placed 25 feet underground to hold
and slowly discharge warer inie Allen
Creck, koeoping excess phosphons fom
ihe river.

See Ploncer profect, page 4

CHS grad [Haby visi
Community S
High Schood
graduate Meda
Ulaby, now an
aits and culture
reporter for
National Pabtic
Radio, visited
her alma mater
this month,
speaking to English and Jour-
nalism students. See Fage 2
inside and visit
the-communicdatorarg for

| student coverage of the event.

MPR shoto

Achain fink fence pratects the muftinfe-acre work site at Pioneer High
Schaol, where Washteraw County is cocrdinating a profect to help
fivading I the Allen Craek Watershed. Two underground tanks are be-
ing instafled to filter and control ttorm veater Afthough The Ann Arbor
Public Schools Is a aroject partner, affowing the work on its property, no
schoof money is being spent enit.

4 community budget meetings are scheduled around the districtin January

Ana Arbor school ollicials are hosting public
Iformmation kessions in Jaooaty whene discussion and

budgzat eut suzgestions will be encouraged.

“The forums will present curren: budget information
and eptions for addressing the district’s budget dedieht
Participants will be asked to worl in sinall roups 1w
assess the optivns amd (o uffir their thoughts and ather
possiale ideas and suggeslions. The district is exwnin.
ing the cwrert sehool year budget and the 207011

side ot the site.

budget for needed reduclions and any revenue optons,
45 snticipated (hat 520 million in reductions will need
ta be inade for the 2010011 school vear.

Budge. informuaiion will be posted on The Am
Arbor Public Schoals 'Weh page (ip:¥a2scheols.org)
the week ol Dec. [4 as well as an online opporivhity to
vanilribute idets and srggestions related o te AAPS
budget 1onk [or the d.strict budget hox on the right

More storfes and [ndormation can be found online at news.a2schools.org




A2ties group
welcomes
exchange
students

By Carlina Duun
AA PSNews Serviee

With pproximatciy 60
foreign exchange students
ucross the dismet this vear,
Ann Arbor’s bigh schools are
packed with a variety of oxetic
cilure and language.

Yet, nniting the Arencan
teen lifesiyle with the overseas
herftage has proven, in the
past, 10 be ditficult.

This year, there is 1 solution:
Alfies - Ann Arhor Together
for [nternational Excoange
Stwdents — a studeri-founded
moup that yeaches oul to
foreign exchange studems with
brunches at Fioneer, Huron,
Community and Skyline high
achwols.

It has helpad exchange
students adjust to Asnerican
suciety throughout the schoo!
pak-tN
“The exchunge student com.-
munity is very segregated, and
it's segregaled betwesn Ameri-
e siadents and exchangy
students,” said Pioneer junior
Amelia Brinkerhoff, one of the
group’s founders,

“The (xxehange sludent’s)
goal 18t eenne to Amerira and
learn our culture, and if tha
Clerrean hids sit with the Ger
man kids, they're not leaming
{hat culfure,

“Our goal is 10 have these
siudents meet new peaple, to
welentns these inlemational
citizens o our schond, and tn
irprove the guality of the rela-
vonship tetween tie Ameri-
can students and cxchange
studeins.”

Weekly amdl monthly events
are being planned by the
group, which launched the pro-
gram with an exchange student
welcune party in the fzl],

“Wzre going (o have
weekly Ultimate Frishee
{AMCS, S0CCEr BAINes, A te-

ulye party, and a Zingerman's
hunch, so we can experierce
new things together, have fun,
and just meet other peaple,”
satd Irinkerlu L The proap
also is plaming a camping trip
for tarer in the school yeur, as
well as severul inovie outings
and other spoiting cvents.

On Oct. 31, the group Losted
a Halloween parly for students
frum round the distrizt, On
Nnv, 29, they visited the Uni-
versily of Michigan Museum
of Art to view exhibits and
£ain “an enjoyable end to
Thanksgiving hreak, os wall
as one that dees not involve
fowd ™ BrinkerhodT said.

Duvid Tovres, another groap
founder, hus planred 2 Christ-
mas Coodde Party on Dec, 21
frem 4-7 pan. (for locxion and
informnation, e-mail a2ticsl)
gmailoom.)

“We want {liese exchange
sludenls to have connecticns
all over the plage in Ann Arbor
(We wani) for them to go out
with their host family and see
people thar they know: becausa
when you have thet much
presstre and respansikility on
you, the Jitllest things a smile,
a wave — ¢in make a huge dit-
[e1znee,” Brinkesdw!T addded.

The proup’s foundery consist
of A Aitor siudenis whe

Abcve meners of Aftles, a sfuder:-
founded group in the Ann Arbor

high schools, eelehrats Halloween in
costume, AFeft, funiors enjoy them-
sefves aran sudent welcome party
earfier this fad Aztfes 1 designed to
help evchance sfudents acclimateto
theirtime visting in the United States.

Above: Photc By David Torres
Left: Photo by Amelia Brinkarhoff

have returred Jrom one-yeer
exchange student programs,

Founder Michaela Carmein,
Coinmunity High Schowl
jutiior, said those who have
iraveled know what is needed
“When [all of us] went abroad,
we wished we could e had
sore sort of resowrce like
this,” she said.

“When 1 got to Arpentina
las: year for my year ahroad, 1
was tolally losl I didn’s know
anvbody for the first month,
Instead of exchangs smdents
hanging out by themselves,
they should hang out with us.
That way, they Il be integrated
with our sceiefy and culture.”

Urganizers hope to promols
awareness of such challenges
exchange sudonts face during
theit montls away from home,
and holp craate conneclions by
spreading their message to e
Arnerican fudents.

“The problem with us Amer-
ican stedens is that we gel
canght up with the high schoo]
expericnce. We dor' think
things like. “Whe is thar girt in
the conter? B we need to,”
adied Drnserhoff.

Carling Duan is News Editor
of The Uptinist the student
nevespaper af Pluacer High
Sehaal

T sturdont
Jnurnalists” |}
coverage of Neda |8
Ll s visit 1o |8
Comamnity High |
Schoo!, vivit the- §
cormmtmicaionorg
oaline ard click on
seheed Renws.

NPR reporter speaks

at Community High

Graduate Neda Ulaby says
school shaped vision, career

From AAPSNews Service

Neda Ulaby's memerics of Cammunity High
Schoo! mvolve mornmgs al the schoo] library
reading the New York Tomes before class. Tire
spent with the arte secion helped mold her inter-
esl in the arts.

She eventually was led her 1o a reporting
career at Naticnal Public Rudia in Washington,
D.C., where the 1989 CHS graduate now works,
covering the wis and culture beat where she
profiles auhors, musicians and reporls on news
aboul wis. '

Shiw refuraed Lo et almy mater earlicr this
il speaking to gronps of English and
Jjoumalism classes, 1t was in that library - - now
the wym,”™ she told the students. *that [ began to
have asense ol what arts journalisn was, what it
could be.”

While worlong un a doctorate in: English
auming to be a university professor, she had o
minve 1 Tepeka, Kansas to care for an il relative,
While there, ske freelanced for a local nowspaper
and became “addicted to the instant greification
of writing a stery and getling it published,” she
1old students. Ulaby foand her way to PR 18
2000, evonmally lending a full-time job covering
the utts bl

Ulaby told students *hat sonmitimes poople aze
led w vnexpected directions, which i not neces-
sarify bad, and thal she is happy to hava found
her way to public radic, “There are advantages
[or net being the fizst out of the gate,” she said.
“fyou treal it as an adventure . you’ll he QK
You'll aave a good tme”

She told stodents to embiace their tine lzam-
iny, no: just nside of class, but vutside of the
schaol walls. She also recommended hat stu-
derts spend time developing relationships with
mentors who can help them discovar what they
wreit to do with theo lives.

Ulaby was bom i Jordan and grew 1pin the
Midwest, coming 1o Commumty High School
as 3 sophomore and graduating in © 959, Ske at-
tended and graduated [fom Bryn Mawr College.
She cunenlly lives in Washington, B.C.

2

More siortes and informetion can be found srline af news.a2schonls.org




By © ascy Hans
A APSNows Service

1here are iessons in math,
customer selvice and good
cating at Campeuier Elementary
each Friday moming.

The Ann Asbor school's
cafeteria iz full of students and
farnilies for the weekly Bagels
& Bottles for Kids, a program
rur by third- and fourlh-graders
Thai is ¢0ill going strong in its
10th year. Bagels are offersd for
§1 each, with proceeds poing to
schiool programs,

Coardinated by teachers
Marilyn Freeman and Sandra
Luce, the progra:n shows
students how to nunage inoncy,
theal with the public and run a
smalt business. Third-jzrr.dery
work ail year o eam the vigl
v be “cashicrs™ and handte
moncy wher. they enler the
fourth grade. the leachers said
Al tlrird- and fourth-graders
zet a chance to work during the

- school year And, the students
viote on how the money raised
will be spem,

“We started it initially
hecause times were ough,” said
Freenan, “We felt ficld tips
pave siudents a difTerens kind
af leatning experience and, be-
cause some kids couldn’t afford
10 go, touchers were spending
520 o 30 out ol lhel pucket.”

Luce said it%s a weelly
event that students, parents and
teachers look forward to. "'t
hecuines this whole commuarity
thing.” she said, adding that
students alse leam, “ Fhey learn
zhout sapply and denund and
Low we should chanae our
orde: for next weok ™

Bagels & Rotties helps
with feld mp costs und buys
buoks. Students also consider
requests from teachers for other
prograros, [t prises sume $3,000
each yeor, of which 51,000 goes
12 thz Reading iz Fundamentul
program, which is now funded
with private donations after
foderal finding stopped i few

) Bagels & Bottles' for Klds

ngmm raises money for hooks

¥isit Carpenter on Friday mornmgs for a b!t of communny breakfast

years ago,
PTC Vice President and RIF

caordinator Pam Powell said
the program is the only way he
schoo] his kept RIE alive, giv-
ing at least three books 1o every
student and donating other
taoks to the schaol Jibrary.

Over the yoars, Bagels &
Botles for Kids has 2xpanded
fu inchud; a table for Biih-
graders whe sell juice to raisc
raoney for their field wips, and
2 PTY) tuble that salls schoal

Students erfoy
and serve bagels
every Fridoy at
Corpanter
Fementary
School Onthis
Ficay, it was alo
Crazy Hafe Day at
tha school

spirit wear and serip vards to
benefit the schoo:.

Although stadents now jus:
sell hagels (they used to colleet
retumable hotthes (o), it has
maintained 13 populerity and
often pargnls amve {o have
breakiast with their kids before
heading for worle

Pareni Jeff Vicars was at
school on a recent Frnday with
son Aaren, who was working
behind the begel table, and
davghter Abby with whom he
was shariag a bagel. “[ think its
great sceing he fumlies nter-
acting,” b said, adding that the
students izam a lol of 1k and
business skills. “Lveryone who
does wel (in i} leams 10 do
good customer serviee”

Casey Hams edits this newslet-
tor for Tha Asn Avbor Fublic
Schools. Reuch hevr ut honsez)
aaps kel 2 mis or qf 734.994-
2096 e 31226,

Adutt Ed, ESL serve many
around Ann Arbor district

+ A wiore defailed vervion of thiy story can be found
online at news. a2wcheols.ovg

Irrom AAPSMews Service

Alfiough much of & public scheol system’s focus
is on tradilional stadents m prades K-12, many oth-
urs are getting schooling in the Arn Arbor disinict.

The district offers English s 2 Secend Lanyuage
and, [ur those who never finiskied hiph school, there
are Adult Education GED classes.

Directar of Adult Education Sharman Spieser
said her non-traditional programs oflen lie
because parents of K-12 pupils semetires beeome
students lhemsclves - whether lsaming the English
language or getting a GED cetlificate.

Ome of those students is Quinn MeGuinness who
iz on a fast track 10 finish his (GED teuts tis month
a0 that he var enroll at Washlenaw Cuotnnnunity
College in January. Fle attends a GHID Prep class
at the Mallett's Creek brameh of The A Arbor
Fublic Library during the week.

“Think & ot of the GED is loozing Into the gues-
tioms and [inding 2 logical way to answer then,” e
said. McGuinness, who previously atisnded Wash.-
cnaw Tecanical Middle Coliege, smd he wanted to
finish high school and study music production,

The program requires students W waork trough
an BiM-page book and becom: proficient in reading,
wrihing, science, socizl studies and methemates
order tor pass the GED st

Creative thinking and grant money have helped
Spicser continue 10 keep prograins viabie and
expandd theirreach.

The districts of Ann Arhor, Milzn, Chelsen and
Willow Run have collaburaled with Washtenaw
Commmity College 1o increase azcass (o adut
leaming ia the county with & lederal No Worker
Leit Behind gramt. Ann Arbor offered BTS2 and
GED clusses (ast summer and partuered with
‘Washrenaw Literacy to provide small group tutor-
ing. The NWLB ¢isu fimds the pilot “Bridges to
Success” which helps Adult Ld stadents crenle
reswes, cxplore sarest possibiliies, set poals and
nse technnlogy to apply enline for fobs, eollege
adhimission and finaneial xl.

Otlier grants and conhucts provide suppart for
programg al $he University of Michigun Hogpita
and the Washrenaw Coanty jail.

More stories and informatlon can be found ending al news.a2schools.org



Forsythe team places 2nd in
Knowledge Master Open

Atearn of 35 Forsythe Middle
School sixth-, seventh-, und cighth-
eracers placed second vut of 10 wems
in Michigan in the Knowledge Master
Open on Dee, 2. On the national level,
Forsythe scored in the top 5 percent
of ail teains, ranking 280 out of 577
radddie sehiool teams natanwide.

Fargythe scored 1461 outofa
petlzct 2,000 points, above Lae average
Michigan geore 0f 1,292 and the na-
ilotal avemype of 1,138, A team Bom
Tappan Middle School also competed
Dee. 2, placing third in Michigen aml
43th in the nation, with a scure of
1,410,

Tae KMO is a navionwide knowl-
ey contest thar tests studenis” ability
0 ansWer questiuns 1t all the subject
areas, quickly ard aceurately. Students
compete in the KMO without leaving
thedr 0wt schools; weams recejve
curriculum-based enites. questions on
a CD-ROM and conipete using 2 com-
puter 4l their own schools, The KMO

A

began in 1953 with 72 schools, il now
annually attracts over 3,000 schools
and 45,004 paticipants from the (7S
and several foreign countoes. ’

Members of the Forsythe team
inclnded: sixth-graders Elane
Chamberiain, Tara Dote, foshua
Iacht and Meurits Sier; seventh-
graders And-ew Ames, Veronika
Bcyer, Morgan Borigin-Wang, Sopha
Camp, Nathan Ceely, Matianne Cow-
b:rd, fason Dean, Matthew Epperson,
Hetty Hu, Denck Melntyre, David
Maormow, Lawrenee Mulien, Kavin
Pawittranon, Sterhen Wurushey, Sor-
e Richrer, Sehej Sawhney, Danicl
Taresev, Noah Thomion und Kevin
Zhang; and cighth-graders Dylan
Aikens, Noah Chen. Chris Chou, Sam
Ellison, Jolm Howghion, Tulia Kerst,
Mohan Kotherd, Chris Nicholson,
Prashani Puttagunta, Lilbe Schncyer,
Tim Wolle and Michael Zhang,

The KMO is a Horsythe student
club ruached by leacher Dan Erekied,
There are floee more KMO competi-
ton dates m 2010, Details: wanw,
greatauk.con.

Ann Arbor

RBach music teacher
" school aurse
mavels in Chinas Laurelle
o ) Brannan is
Kristi Bishop, a nasic leacher facttured o9
at Bach Elementury, is travehking the over of
(s month with the ¢rganiza- s tronths”
ten People 10 People as & music MEA Voice
education delegate and Cltizen magazine.

Ambagsador, to mainiand China.
Het bip mns from Dee. 11-21,
which she will spend with 50
olher music educators from
aroumd the United Stales.

During Ler tip, she will be
part of round-table discussions,
panels, serminars and site visits
allowing her to gain an in-depth
understanding of the corminaon in-
terests and challenpes she shares
with those overseas. She alse will

Anthony Horowitz
enterfained witha
‘nlarions monclogue.
His hoolks inciude tlw
popular Ades Rider se-
ries and whe Diamondd
Brothers buoks.
= On Friday, local [ niversity of

o Michigan librarim
anet comic writor Jim

have a chanc: to experience (he Otaviani inspired the

culture and history of Cluna. antire eighth-grade

Authors visit, share with bis presertz fion
on scientfic graphic

with Clague students
Clagac Midéle Schont had
exciting wees of author visits
Now. 8-20, according  media
specialist Michelle Rodriguez:
. « Gn Novw. 13, author
Jagnes Dashner
ticated students 1o un
imaginalive visual
& presentation aboot
writing that kept us
laugting. His laicst
book, “Thie Maze Remtier,”” was
named onc of the best young
adult Books of 2009 by Kirkus
Revicws,
» On Thursday, interratioml New
tork Times besteelling auther

novels and corrics. His books
include “Drmifying Science™ and
“Two-Fisted Science.” Siwlents
researched scienlists and are
incorporating thal into 7 graphic
novel ol their owt.

Clague students receives
social siudies award
Clague Middie School eighrh-
grader Leon Puscador received
the Middle Schaol Studerd of the
Year Award [rom the Michigan
Couneil for the Social Smdies. He
received his award Nov, 2 at the
Council's annnel stato ronforence
on Nov. 2. His school will receive
3250 from MEEMIC lnsurance.

Pioneer pmjf‘ﬂ, from page 1

Canstiuction shon!d be completed in the spring
of 2000, with seeding mmd hydmting of the sile
slariing next summer in ime 0 park cars this fall
for LI-M foothall gantes, which i3 a money-naker
for tie district.

A tne-acre portion of the site, where the tarks are
installed, will be covered with stone for one year
1o allow the siic to setile, I should rot affect fvot-
ball narking and will eventually be seeded once the
pround fus settled, officials sajd.

“There were thege government agencies working
together to make I better for the Cilizeas,” notes
Ramly Trenl, executive director of physicai pron-
erlies for The Amn Arber Public Schools, “People
worked really cuickly and really well together,
This 1, by fag, the biggest project we've done (fo-
yethee )"

The Ann Arbor Public Schools, the Cffice of the
Wachtenuw County Water Resorces Commis-

sioner amd ety of Ann Arhor have collaberated on
the west side project. said [Tary Sheehan. environ-
mental manager for the Washtenaw County Water
Resources Comrnissioner’s ofloe.

The state’s Depariment of Eaviromnental Quoal-
ity and the federal EPA alsg have had a hand in it,
due to federal regulations that require agencies to
reduce phosphonus levels in the fver

The Pivmecr site will handle water filering for
about 300 acrex of propeity tpstream and “make
a big dilterence in water qualily downstrear and
e dowmrown,” saic] Sheehan.

He said that {he Piooes: sitc was a good onz for
the project because twa storn sewers cometogether
at that point. Upsineam, there will be filters 10 catch
any sclidmaleeials before they reach e tanks and
those [ilters will be chaaned ool repulaly.

Fundirg is broken down nto federal stimlus
money (40 pecent), the Michigan Departinent of

Trunspuitatan {4 pereent} and o loan fr the drain
age distwict { 36 percont) that will be paid hack [rom
the cily of Arm Avhor’s waler imd sewer fund over
20 years, Sheehan said.

Tren: said Piuneer High School science teacher
Rorald Robinsmm has been consulting with county
officials about using the site for sundenl mstrve-
tiun.

e added that Ihe nearby sparts field will be
“miimally impacted™ by the project and that the
new level area created in the praded area of the
tank sites will likely be osed wi & sall field for
the digrict’s Rec & Bd Department to use with the
ConuRuRIty.

Also. the ennre sidewall along Main Street and
Stadivan Boubevard will be repuiter’ us pat of s
[roject. And. addifional wees are plmmed along the
Pionecr fenee line when nunicipal roadwiy werk
is dume in 2013,

4

Mare staries and informmation can ke found anline ot Pews.a2schools.org



School beard inlerviews candidates for vacant sear - Heritage ... hutp:ffherttage.com/articles/2000/12/17fann_arbor_jownal/news...

Heritage Newspapers (heritage.com)

Ann Arbor Journal > News

School board interviews candidates for vacant seat

Thursday, December 17, 2009

-By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Joumal

Editor's Nofo: See updated story at http://urww.heritage. convarticles/2009/12/17/ann_arbor_journal
/news/docdb2a3ab1560d00937365473 txt

Seven candidates applied for the open seat on the Ann Arbor Board of Education to succeed Helen Gates Bryant, who
left the beard and moved out of state.

On Dec. 8, they each spent about a half hour answering a series of aight questions posed by the Ann Arbar Board of
Education at & work session,

The seat was expected to be filted by a vote of the board Wednesday, after the newspaper's deadling.

One of the first decisions the new board member may have ic make is whether o charge the board's election date from
May to November, '

Should the change take place. which would save ihe district more than $100,000, the new board member would seve
through Dec. 31, 2010.

Jack Panitch, Flizabeth Melson, Andrew Thomas, Christing Stead, Margy Long, Kim Callahan Liiana and Simone
Lightfool applied for the vacant nast.

Here's a glimpse of what the candidates said.

Lightioot said she was raised in Ann Arbor before joining the U.S. Air Farce i 1990, She has been a business owner
and was the state dirsctor of the NAACP.

Approached {o run for office, she says she is "wel aware of the public policy process.”

With two daughters in the public schoois, Lightfoot says she possesses "the background, experience and nhas a vesied
interest" in the schao! sysfem.

She said the district’s greatest asset is 48 rapuiation and g'umni.

Lightfoot stressed that the board needs to 1eact ol Lo its graduates and to others, and be chaerleaders for the district.
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She also said the board neads "to made! certain behaviors for the community "

Fanitch has o boys who atiend Angell Elementary School and he is cusrcntly a stay-at-horre dad. Previously, he was
a praclicing altorney in Philadelphia.

Fanitch is currently the vice president of the Angell Zlementary School Parent-Teacher Organization. He says it's
important 1o hokd meetings to gel input from the communily asout the budget process.

He also says the board must have an open mind when fistening to what people have to say.
The districl’'s greatest esset is its teachers, he said.
Callahan Lijana is a career educator who is pursing a doctorate in higher education at the Universily of Michigan.

"I'm passionate about public eduzation” she says, adding she was considering munning for the board before a pasition
opened.

She says the district's greatest asset is the community itself, as well as its Isaders.

She suggested opening teacher contracts as part of the hudget reduction equation, and said the district must go to the
state and push legislaters for funding reforms.

"Ann Arbor is one of the few districts that can be a leader,” she says.

Callajan Lijana has a masler's degres in teachlng from John Hopkins L:niversity and has taught Fnglish and served as a
college counselor. She is currently working as a researcher sudying exemplary high schools across the country.

Stead, a management consultant, recently served on the steering committee for the Ann Arbor Citizens Millage
Cominiftes.

She has been involved in health reform planning.
With two children at Wines Elementary School, Stead says one of the disirict’s best assets is its teachers.

She afso says the board needs io look at both the revenue and expense sides of the equation when it comes to its
budget deficit.

Nelson has & son at Ebarwhite Elementary Schoo! and valuniaers at the schoot.
Trained as an atlorney, she is nol empioyed autside of her home.
3She says that perheps here is a way 1o charge a fee for programs, with community groups providing schofarships.

Neison is involved with the Amey'can Association of University Women and is the leader of a mentbly support group for
aduk children of hoarders.

Long has been active in the schools since 1997. She was a volunteer in the facilties millage campaign for Skyline High
School, as well as the recent millage campaign. i
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"Ne need to take some time fo look al the most important things that we want the disirict fo be," Long said.

She has volunteered at Slauson Middle Schoal and Pioneer High School, and served as the president of The Eberwhite
PTO. :

Leng has a master's degree in social work, and has speni the last 28 years as a nonprafit professional

Thomas has a chilg attending Tappan Elementary School and recently refired after serving as the interim chief
administrative officer for the Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology University Physician Group in Detroit.

He says he wants o be part of the solution to the budget crisis,
He noted that he instituted a memorial fund in his wife's name to encourage reading at the elementary schonl fsvel,
Thomas has been invelved in fundraising at Burng Park Elementary.

To cut the funding ceficit, he suggests faking a look al administration expenses, support services, ransportation,
janitorial and maintenance expenses.

Thomas suggested a review of all programs, as well as a Jook at the possible consolidation of high schools.

He also offered a participation fee for extracurticular activities from the arts to athletics, "but make sure that no student is
denied the opoortunity to participate,” Thomas said,

Thomas also said curmnpensation and benefits for all employees showld be closely scrutinized.

Lisa Allmendinger can be raached at 1-877-995-NEWS (6397) or at _[g_I|mendinggr@[}_g{iiggefpp_rn.

URL: hiip:iwww.heritage. comfanicles/2008/12M 7ann_arher_journalnews/docdb26d31957 3604756537842 prt
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Lightfoot appointed to Ann Arbor Board of Education

Thursday, December 17, 2009

By Lisa Allmendinger, A2 Joumnal

Simone Lightioot was chosen as the new Ann Arbor Board of Ecucation member t0 succeed Helen Gates-Bryant at
Wednesday night's board meeting.

Gales-Bryant resigned last month.

Lightfoot received the four votes necessary to ba selected from a group of seven candidates who had applied for the
open seat.

“It's still not real,” she said moments afier the vote.

Lightlout was immedialsly sworn-in and voted with the rest of the board to change the date of the next Board of
Education election from May to November.

Sha said the move will save the district about $108,000,

"I'm not conflicted about the vate," she said, which will extenc her appointment through Dec. 31. 2010, and save the
district about $80,000.

For the full story see the Dec. 24 print adiiion of A2 lournal.

URL: hitp:fiwww. heritage.confarticles/2009i12/17/ann_arbor_jsurnainews/docdb2a3ah 5660093136547 3 prt
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Holiday music rings clear at area
schools
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A # student growing up in Anm Arbor In the 1850s and ‘808 Kenmeth Westerman
ramambsars when school music programa focused on Thanisgiving, Christmas, and
even Easter, “Bom and ralssd o Ann Arbat, I'm very familiar with the changes in our
music programs over the tast 50 years,” said Weslerman, the dirsctor of choral
sciivities at Mioneer High School. *By the tims | graduated {rorm Ann Arbor High it ihe
Hls, we were mong sware, though st predominantly Christian at commencement.”
"Coming back o Ann Arbor ront Yale, | appreciated ihs efforis of many to
acknowledge the separation of church and state it our public schools”

Stll, with music such a prominent part of the Christmas ceisbration, Westarman
admits fo & §le ambivalencs,
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“B8 a Christian, { someatimes wish | taught at 5 privale Christian school (bacauss) thare
arg many pleces | would enjoy sharing with my students.”

Ann Arbor Public Schools follow the Religion in Pubfic Schools Federal Guidelines - a
set of principles created by people of different fsiths, according 1o Robin Bailley, the
districe's Fine Arts coordinalor, VWhile schools may not promots or inhibit any refigion,
studeris can be sducaied on various religions so jong as the means (s secular

. "We always chide an educational element i our music parformances,” Bailey said.
“Wihen 1 taughd, | did & ‘Music from Around the Warld' concert with my sscond-graders.
In that, we'd have a seripl and would tell, in two or thrae sentencss, asbout each
holiday and why we were singing abowt i1 {in foday's programs] we might taik about
Kwarnizaa, Log Passdas in Mexics or Christmas in France and Germany.”

Since some instruciors and directors at Ann Arbor Publte Schoois feel it wouild jusi be
ton difficult 1o mark sach refigion's holigays at the appropriate tivies, some placas of
etugation - including Pioneer - choosse to celebrate none of them. Extracurricular
enisembles af Floneer provide tha enly exception to the scheal's music program
pringipies.

We want to be inclusive, [buf] we certainly want instrictors to do what they feal
cotmioriable with, and fioo] siudents and parents can oot out of anyihing they don't feel
eomortabde with," Balley said. "If they srea comforiable, they don't have 1o do "

When holiday music is refatad jo matedal teught st the teve! of secondary educalion,
oh the other hand, some direct religious comelations can't be svoided, Bailey said,
Secongary schocls may alow thelr choirs i sing sacret 80ngs, 25 long as they ere ip
baternes, she said.

"Qiten, throughout the year - becauss of e historicat context of music at that level
secondary schoais will teach aoout thess types of songs becatise many of he famous
composers actually wrote for the chaveh,” s2ig Bailsy. “That's how the composers
made z Wving, so o prohibit he sacred sengs would be almos! impossibis]”

The boltom ling? Christmas is & majer holday in the Ghristian refigion, and sludents
are educated on this faot - 28 well how Yom Kippur and Rosh Hazhanah are imporiant
to the Jewish religion, Ramadan and E'd 2-FHe are central ¢ the Istamic religion, and
that Kwanzaa 1S 8 special obssrvance for many African Amaricans, White not ali of
thesa holidays and obearvances fall in Secembar sludents are educated on them

throtghaiul Bhe schoo! yvesr
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At the college leve!, things can get more complicated.

The Washtenaw Corynunity College Jazz Orchastra, fof example, was asked this yaar
by the administration 1o relTain from performing any songs that contained the word
*Christmas.”

"We ware lafl with about two zongs to play,” said Joe Kastaly, & longlime member of
the Washtangw Community College Jazz Orchestra who plays the trumpet. “Although
in the end, we played somea Christmas songs, anyway."

‘The Thomas More Law Centar, an Aan Acbor-oased nonprofl law inm that promotes
Americg's Christian hertags, made haadl nes recently whan it chalienged i federat
court on the Mapla-South Orange schoot district's ban on 2! religious Christmas
music. The law firm claimed that the school district’s ban conveyed & govearianent-
sponsored messspe of disappreval loward religion, in Viotstion of the Esiablishment
Clauge.

‘Christmas I8 & national nofidsy that celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, not the hinth
of Frosiy the Showman or Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” sald Richand
Thompson, president and chisf counsel of the Law Canter,

Contributor Stephenle Fenrfon covers Faili for Annarbot com.
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